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IT. I PBEFACE. 

mannen^ and cnatoms of the Jews and other oriental 

» 

nations. 

Shodd the work. experience a fovonrable receptum 
from the public^ it will be speedily followed by the 
New Testament history, embracing, very fully, the life 
and doctrines of the Redeemer. The two parts will 
form a complete series of sacred history, in whidi the 
troths of revelation are exhibited, as fur as possiUe, in 
the language of. Scripture itself: that in ''the form of 
sonnd words," onr children .may be brought np *' in the 
nnrtare and admonition of the Lord." 



BnifTOLy Mtn^f 1826. 
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2 SCRIPTURE HISTORY. 

Q. How did he make it ? 

^. " He spake and it was."* 

Q, Is not the work of creation attributed in various 
parts of Scripture to the Father, Son, and Spirit ? 

^. Yes. 

Q, Are there then three Gods ? 

^. No : '* the Lord our God is one Lord.'*t 

Q. Are we able to coij^rehend the mode of the 
Divine Subsistence ? 

^. No : ^'none by searching can find out God." J 

Q. Is the knowledge of God attainable by fhman 
reason ? 

A. No : *' the world by wisdom knew not God.**§ 

Q. What does this demonstrate ? 

^. The necessity of Revelation. 

Q. Where is t^ knowledge of God revealed ? 

j4, fai the scriptures of the Old and New Testa^ 
ments, 

Q. Who is the afthor of these books ? 

^. The Spirit of God : " holy men of God spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost." || 



* pKalm xxxiii. 6, 0. 

t The original reading, Deat. vl. 4. *^ Jehovah oar Elobini 
U one Jehovah" $bews the care^ Moses to prevent the iotro- 
.duction of Polytheism among the Israelites, and establishes 
the plnral signification of Elobim. 

X Job. xi, 7. 

§ 1 Corinth* i. 21. All the pagan mythologies illustrate thiix 
position of the Apostle. 

II 2 Pet. i. 21. 
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Q, To what great act are the persons of the. Godhead!* 
represented in scri|»tnre 'as being parties ? 

A. To the covenant of graoe^ entered into before the 
foandatioQf dP the world; for ilie redemption of man.f 

Q. Is any history ol this oovenaint extaat ? 

A, Yes-: tbe> denptnras coiktsiii little eke than a 
history of tfafe covenant* 

Q. Was it developed at once to' qmh ? 

^. No : it was disclosed gradually nndisir three db^ 
peasationiB-^the^pi^triarehal^ the legale and the evalige- 
Ileal. 

Q. How did 1^8 covenant originate } 

A. '' God so loved the world that he gwtv his only 
begotten Son^ that whosoerter believeth in him should 
not perish^ but ha/^ everketing life.'* 

Q. What did the Saviour undertale fbr ue ? 

A, To assume human nature '' for the suifiiMring of 

* Though the trntht of veKglon can acquire no suypert Horn 
*' cunningly d« vised fables/' yet it may sot be entiffelj useless 
to observe that in the mythologies of the Egyptians, Hindus, 
Celts, and Scandinavians, a triad of gods is especially acknow- 
ledged. And whether these systems were, as Sir W. Jones 
supposes, ramifications of one grand apostacy before the dis- 
persion, or are peeuliar to their respective countries, they all 
seem to exhibit some vestiges of that doctrine <if the pvhnitive 
favth— 41 Trinity in UnMy. Our inabitity to exptain how three 
persons can be one God, oaa no more be objected to tlie 
Christian faith, seeing it is a Bivlne revelation, than our 
incapability to explain the vegetative process, muscular motion, 
and an infinity of natural phenomena, can be objected to our 
actual knowledge of «nck facts. 

t Titus i. a. ' * 
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death f* to fiiHil the reqmremeiits of the Divine law -, 
and " through the Eternal Spirit to oflfer himself without 
spot to Ood/' as an atonement for the sins of the world. 

Q.. What benefits were to accme iiom this sacrifice r 

A, God promised to grant repentance and remission 
of sins through faith in Jesus > to restore every believer 
to the moral image of his Makers and by the Holy 
Ghost, to make him ** meet for the inheritance of the 
saints in light/' 

Q. Was our world the first producUon of the 
Creator? 

A. No : angels had a prior existcnce*t 

Q. In what condition were they placed ? 

A, In a state of probation. 

Q, Did they all maintain their parity ? 

A. No ; some of them ''left their ovm habitation ;'* 
for which they are '' reserved in everlasting chains nnder 
darkness to the judgment of the great day.'*| 

Q. How are good angels employed ? 

A, In executing the Divine commands, examining the 
mystery of godliness^ and in ministering to the heirs of 
salvation. § 

* Pf aim viii. 5. <' Tboa hatt made him a little lower than the 
Elohim/' fays the Hebrew Bible : and 8t. Paal, in applying 
these words to Chrint, gives the reason of tliis hnmiliation : 
''for the sofferiug of death/' Heb. ii. 9. becaose as God be 
coold neither saffer nor die. 

t Job, xaxviiL 7. 

X 2 Pet. ii. 4. Jade 6. 

§ Psalm ciii. 20. 1 Peter i. 12. Heb. i. 14. The testa* 
meats abound with instances of the ministry of angels. 
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Q, How are the evil angels employed ? 

^, In seducing men to sin^ and in harassing the 
children of God.* 

Q. In what state was the world wheti first caHed 
into being } 

A. It was dark and void,t 

Q. Did the creation of the world product any sensa- 
tion among superior beings ? 

A. Yes^ '^ the morning stars sang together^ and all the 
sons of God shouted for joy." 

Q. How long a period did the work of creation employ ? 

A. Six days. 

Q. Relate itd progress ? 

A.» On the first day light wab created \ on the second 
day the firmament, or expanse 3 on the third day the 
waters were gathered into one placed and the vegetable 
kingdom called into existence $ on the fourth day the 
son and moon were appointed td rule the day and night 9 



* 1 f et. V. 8. £phe«. vl. II, \% &c. 

t The Ttikn and Bobu of Mosaic History, are usually iden- 
tified with the CJuua of pagan writers. From the LXX, how* 
ever, it is very evident that the Jews understood these terms 
to signify ** invisible and unfurnished, or empty.'' Mr. Penn in 
his CwnparoHve Esthmtte of (he Minerai <md Mosaic Geologies, 
contends for this translation, which is perfectly agreeable td 
scripture. The earth was ^^invirihl^ because covered with 
water, Psalm civ. 6.; and ''eiiip^,'' because the Almighty's 
fiat had not spoken Into being the vegetable and animal 
creations. 

i Job vxxviii. 8—11. Psahn clV. 6—9. Prov. viif, 
27—29. 
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on the Mth day, lubes and birds > and on the sixth, 
animak, insects, and man.** 

Q, What names were given to light and darkness ? 

^. The light was called day^ and the darkness 
£reb,t or twilight. 

Q. Of what was man made ? 

^. Of the dnst of the ground. :{: 

Q. What special honour was conferred npon him } 

A. He was created in the image of God, and consti- 
tuted lord of the world. 

Q. Of what did the image of God in man consist ? 

A. In an intellectual, moral, and immortal nature. 

Q. In what does the moral image of God consist ? 

A, In righteousness and true holiness, § 

Q. Of what was the woman made ? 

A. Of a rib from Adam's side. 



* " The last antmai itmeture of this creatioD was that which 
God assigned to mam, and into which He breathed a litihg 
sovl: thus aniting in his being, a nature which bore analogy 
to His own Divine natore, and a frame analogous, in its general 
laws, to the animal natures of the earth, though furnished with 
many excellencies above them. — Thus man, by bis anwud 
natore, was linked to the system of this globe , but by his nunral 
satnre, and by the imperishing easenee of that nature, he de- 
monstrated a disparity to that system, and a relation to a 
different and a/ar more exalted one, — Pen a's Geology. 

t Thi^ is the fabled Erebus of the poets. 

X The worship of the earth as the universal Mother, the 
fable of Prometheus's making men of clay, and of the animals 
produced from the mud of the Nile, seem to have originated io 
the knowledge of this fact. 

S Ephes. iv. 24. 
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Q. What did the Lord God call the man and the 
woman ? • 

A. He called their name Adam.^ 

Q. What did Adam call his wife ? 

A. He called her Eve^ because she was the mother of 
all living. 

Q. Where were Adam and Eve placed ? 

A, In the garden of Eden^f to keep and to dress it. 

Q. What did this garden produce ? 

A. *' Every tree pleasant to the sight and good for 
food : and the tree of life in thp midst of the garden, 
and the tree of knowledge of good and evil."! 

Q. For what purpose were these trees ? 

A, The tree of life possessed the power to render 
man immortal 3 and the tree of knowledge was the test 
of his obedience. . ,* . 

Q, In what relation did Adam stand to his posterity ? 

A. As their representative and federal head. 

Q. How was the completion of the creation comme- 
morated > 

A. Grod beheld his work, and prononliced it very 



* From Adamah, the ground, to remind us that " our habi- 
tation is in the dust ;" or from Damah, he was like ; indi- 
cating the dignity of man when bearing his Maker's 
image. 

tThe garden of pleasure, the same as Paradise, and a 
type of heaven, Luke xxiii. 43. 2 Cor. xii. 4. Rev. ii. 7. The 
remembrance of it among the heathen was probably preserved 
iu the Elysian Fields, and Gardens of Adonis. 

X The Rabbins believe this to have been the vine. 
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good^ and he rested on the seventh day and sanc- 
tified it.* 

Q, Did our first parents preserve their innocence } 
A, No : they were seduced, by the serpent,t to eat 
the forbidden fruit, expecting thereby to become wise 
like God} 

Q. Did they receive any accession of wisdom ? 
A, No: '' their foolidh heart was darkened/* and they 
endeavoured soon after to hide themselves from the pre- 
sence of the Lord. 

Q. What was the consequence of their disobedience > 

A. The serpent was cursed, as was the earth itself, 

for Adam*s sake;} Eve was made subject to her 

* '< While God provided In the heavens, on tbe fovaih day, 
a perpetoal natural calendar of time divided Into large mea* 
tares, which attracted the attention of the mind to natMral and 
nuUerial objects; He provided, by tbe iatictification of the 
ieventh day^ an entirely distinct, moral calendar, Hnbdividing 
those large measures into smaller and more eonrenient mea* 
sures, and directing the attention perpetually, and imme- 
diately to Himself/'— Pami's Geology. The very general use 
of the seven days' cycle proves that the sabbath was not nn« 
known to the andent world. A very carioas account of the 
creation and sabbath is given in the laws of Menu. — See 
A slat. Res. vol. v. 

f See Appendix A. 

i << God'' and '< gods,'' Ged. ill. 5. are both expressed in the 
original by Elobim. 

^ In prescribing a moroZ rale to man,' ** to whom he had granted 
the dominion over his earthly system, in eubordination ani/y to 
His own mipremiuyy'* the Creator <' reserved and prohibited 
one, and only one object, oat of the univerial grant; the reserva- 
tion and prohibition of which, though trivial in itself, was 
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husband^ and doomed to bring forth cbildren in sorrow; 
sentence of death was then passed on them both^ and 
they were driven out of Paradise. 

Q. Was any consolation administered to them nnder 
this great affliction ? 

j4. a Saviour was premised who should bmise the 
head of the serpent. 

Q. What did the Lord place eastward in Eden ? 

^. The ChembiiD^ and a flaming sword^ to keep the - 
way of the tree of life.* 

Q. How were Adam and Eve clothed ? 

^. With the skins of beaats sacrificed as types of the 
atonement. 

Q, What was implied in a bloody sacrifice > 

^. The saerificer confessed himsdf a sinner worthy 

amply snfficient for the end designed, which was, to prove 
whether the moral beings thas boantifally endowed, acted with 
a due ^ense of hU subjection ; or whetiier he aimed to act in 
chief, and withovt reipeettn Ids Divine Sovereign aad Bene* 
factor. That slight and solitary priTation was imposed npon 
the declared principle of the Divine judgment : ^^HewhoU 
faithful in that which is least, Is faithful al»o in much ; and he 
who i$ m^utt m th0 iBASTy ts w^utt aba in wnch/'. Under ^ 
that trials Mf w failed $ he was found ** wrfmH^ in that wkieh " 
was lbast;" he was, therefore, ^ted from, the state of hap- 
piness of which a perfect obedience was rendered th« indiepem^ 
table ctmditum; he fell, and in his fali brought down a cnree 
upon the new earth, from its offended Creator."-— Pbhn's 

Geology. 

• It is more than probable that after the apostacy of man- 
icind, the worsliip of ailimal forms was instituted w symt>o]ieal 
of the Cheml^m. For a description of these angelic beings, 
consult Esek. i. and x. 
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of death *, approved CkkTs method of salTation by a 
Mediator -, and ooretiaiited to be the Lord a.* 

Q. What practice inthe CbristiaiB diiirch is analogoiis 
to aacrifie^ ? 

^. The sacrament of the Lord's Sapper. 

Q. Who were the first children of Adam and Eve ? 

^. Cain and AbeL 

Q. In what slate are ail the children of men bom? 

^, I* a depraved ooaAtion ; deriving a corrupt na- 
ture from sinful parents.f Psalm li 5. Rom. iii. 23. v. 12. 

Q. In what does this oermption consist ? 

^i in' the M^eetkm of the body to disease and 
death ', and in the alienation of the soul from God. 

Q. What were CaiR and Abel > 
, j4, Cani was a hnsbandttan, and Abel a shepherd. 

Q. What acts are recorded concerning them ? 

j^M ''Cam brought of the fruit of the ground an 
offering nnto the Lord. And Abel^ he also brought of 
the fir^Kugs of his fk>ck^ and of the fat thereof." 

Q. Were these offerings alike acceptable to Jehovah? 

* Sacrifice was ef Dmne origin, elie it had net bneii eDjoiaed 
to the Je#t^ B«iiides, no man can rationally ioppojie that the 
slangtiter of an innocent beast conid wipe away moral defile« 
nent. '< If ^ridenee were wanting,'' si^s Mr. Home, ''to prove 
sacrifie«^ of Divine tnstitntion, the declaration in Jc^ xlii. 8. 
alone wonld be svffident.'' 

t The golden, silver, brazen, and iron ages of tlie poeta 
are supposed to represent the state of nnn before, and after 
bis fall. The opening of Pandora's box, by which the world 
was ddoged with evil, is also referred to the fall; and Hope, 
which alone remained at the bottom, to the promise. 



^. No: ''by &Hh Abel oii^r«d npto Ood a more 
excellent sacrifice than Cain/' wfaeref(>re Ood rejected 
Cain 6 offering, bjlA '\k$d refi{)ect unto Aber^* 

Q. Wkat Ivad'thecotiseque&ce? 

^. Cain, conceiving a disliV^ -to Abel, f^U upon, him 
by surprise and murdered Urn. 

Q. How was he punished for this heinous sin ? - 

j4. He was cut off finMu eoiaiviuiiQa with God,\and 
condemned to be a wanderer ifi- the earth. 

Q. How was Cain affected by his punishments 

j4. He lamented it exeee^ngly, fearing to be riain for 
hiacrimife; butthelAirdiaet.a mark upoa him,^ lest any 
finding him ahoidd iriay .him. 

Q. To what society .^ms. he amenable for th^.offenoe! 

^. To the other nembersof Adam's &mi]y.t 

Q, What is furliher memocabk of Cain } 

A. He built the first city4 of which we have any 
record, and called. it Enoch, aftar^his son. 

^v By whom was the loss of Abel supplied ? 

A. By Seth. . 

Q, How many generations are there between the 
creation and deluge in. the. line of Seth ? 

* Or, " gave him a token.*' 

t The notices relative to the Antediluvians are remarkably 
brief: the line from Seth to Noah is preserved to complete the 
genealogy of Christ; bat Cain's posterity are only mentioned 
to preserve a. few memorable circamstances connected with' 
their history. The nwes and history of the other members of 
Adam's family are; cpnsigned to oblivion. 

X No doubt a very sijinple enclosure, for protection agains.t 
the wild beasts. 
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A. Ten : Scth, Eiio«, Cainan^ Mahaleel, Jarcd, Enoch, 
Methnselah, Lamech, Noah, and hU sons. 

Q. How many are recorded in the fine of Cain ? 

A. Seven : Cain, Enoch, Irad, Mehnjael, Methnsael, 
Lamech, and his children. 

Q. What is remarkable of Lamech, the fifth from 

Cain? 
A. He had two wives, Adah and ZiUah* 
^. How many children had he, and for what were 

they f amons ? 

A. He had fonr children : Jabal, an eminent shep- 
herd; - Jnbal, the inventor of mnsical instraments > 
Tnbal-Cdn, famous as an artificer in metals; and 
Naamah, probably remarkable for her beanty.* 

Q, For what was Lamech farther remarkable ? 

A. For his speech to his wives, the oldest piece of 

verse in the world.t 

Q. AVhat practice was adopted in the days of Enos, 

son of Seth > 

A. Men began to call themselves by the name of 

Jehovah, t 

Q, Which of Seth*s posterity was pre-eminently pions ? 

« Jubal is considered the Apollo, Tobal-Cain the Volcan, 
and Naamah the V^nns of Pagan fable : the parallel is close 
and striking. 

t See Gen. iv. 23, 24. Professor Michaelis considers these 
verses as the substance of the speech of Lamech, reduced to 
numbers, for the sake of preserrlng it more easily in memory. 

X See Oen. iv. 26. The expression Kara-be Shem isihas ren- 
dered by Dr. Shnckford, who here finds the origin of the 
appellation given to the posterity of Seth — Sons of God. 



A, Enoch. 

q. Wkat events did ^ piediet ? 

A. He.aeeina to have predicted tlie lielilge^ by giving 
the name of Methuselah* to his son; and he imiphtesied 
of Christ's second coiBiiiig.t 

Q. How was his piety- lewanM? 

A, He was translafted to heavea^' 

Q, Who was the oldest inaa ? 

A. MethiBselah, son of £noch : he lived nise knndied 
and sixty-nine years. 

Q. How long was Lameoh, Neah^s fatfasr, oontelnpo- 
rary with Adam ? 

A, nity«six years.§ 

Q. How does Moses deifcrihe • the tvn^prinoipal lines 
of Adam's posterity? 

A. He describes the poBterity of Seth as sons of Ood J 
and the posterity of CaiA as sons of men* 

Q. Had these tribes any intercoorse with each 
other? 

A. They appear for 86me' time to have loq>t apwt^ 
hut at length they ii 



• Methaselaliy U dieth^ and iken U is senf. He died in the 
year of tlie delage. 

t Jade 14, 16. This prophecy occurs in a MS. found hy Mr. 
finice in Abyssinia; hdt w9b probably placed thersi to gWe the 
other parts o^ the work an air of aatbentidty. 

t Heb. xi. 6.' 

^ How easy, at snch a period, to transmit history from gene* 
ration to geaeiation, by oral tradltieo ! (i c e Chronological 
Table, No. 1. 

C 
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Q. What followed their union ? 

^. The children, the offspring of these marriages, 
liecame mighty men^-^^meb of renown, and Med the 
eartli with violence. 

Q. What was the conseqdence of this deprarity } 

A, The Lord resolved to destcoy all mankind hy a 
flood, the fiimily of Noah excepted ^ beeanse ''Noah wa^ 
a jost man, and perfect in his generations/' 

Q* How was' the deliyerance of this fiunily to be 
effected? 

' A. By means 4of an drk of gopher wood, which Noah 
was commanded to prepare. 

Q. What were the dimensions of this vessel ? 

A. Its length was three hmdred cubits, its' breadth 
fifty, and its height thirty cubits.^ ' 

4^. What precautions were taken to preserve alive 
the various tribes of the animal creation. 

A, ''Of every living thing of all flesh, two of every 
sort — male and female" were, by the immediate inter* 
ferencc of God, brought to Noah^ who received them 
into the ark, which he had stoited with provision for 
their sustenance.f 

Q. Was there not a different arrangement made rela- 
tive ixi clean animals, that is, such as were offered in 
jiacrifioe? 

A, Yet I Noah was commanded to take of every clean 
beast by sevens, the male and his female. | 

t 

*See Appendix B. f Gen. vt. 10. 

X Gen. vii. 2. 
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Q. Had mankiBd any warning of the impending 
judgment? 

^. Yes ; Noah, wbo' was a preacher of righleonsness, 
warned them for< many years, while the ark was pre- 
paring. 

Q, Had his prtachmg any' good effect ? 

j4* Not 80 as to produce any seasonable repentance* 
Regardless of every admonition, " they were eating and 
drinking, marrying, and giving in marriage, nntil the 
day that Noah entered into the ark.** 

Q. Of what persons diji Noah*s family consist } 

A. Of his wif«4 his sons, Shem, Ham, and Japhet; 
and their wives*; • making in ' all, with- Noah, eight 
persons. 

V • • • • . . 

Q. What may we notice in the marriages of. Noabj 
and of his sons ? — t 

A. That notwithstanding the introduction of poly- 
gamy, they adtiefcfd strictly to the drigiBid insti- 
tation. 



W*— i^l 



CHAPTER II. 

From the Deluge to the C4dl of Abraham, 

A. M. 1 656, Q, WHEN did NoA enter into the ark I 

B. €. 2348. A. In the six hundredth yo^r 



. I 
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in the ieoond month, and the seventeenth day of the 
month.* 

Q, What happened on that day ^t 

ji. All the foimtains of the great deep were broken 
up, and the windows of heaven were opened : and the 
rain whidi then commenced, lasted forty days and jforty 
ni^iSb.) 

• The Antedilavian PatriArcbs lived before the births of their 
recorded Sons, aceordiog to the 

Hcbb Teit. SamarUaa. ScptaifiBt. 

Adam ••«Oen. v. 8. ISO •••• ISO ..«• 2S0 

Setb ^•••••••••••*. — • 6. 106 •••• 105 ••••905 

Enos — ^ 9. 00 •••• 90 •••• 190 

Cainan — 12^ 70 •••• 70 •••• 170 

MahaUleel 15. 65 •••• 65 •••• 16S 

Jared .•• 18. 163 •••• 62 •••• 16S 

Enoch 21. ea •••• 66 •••• 166 

Methofltlah 25* 187 •*.. 67 •••• 167 

Lamech 28. 182 •••• 63 •••• 188 

Noah, lived before delage •••• 600 •••• 600 .... 600 

See Appendix C. 1666 1S07 2242 

f Itisevident,fromOen. vil. 11 — IS.andMatt. ziiv. S8y SO. 
that the flood came suddenly. 

i ** If the immersion of a continent nnder an ocean, Manure 
phyiieal efflect, was the whole design of the revolution of the 
deluge, a rain of forty days was a very superfluous agent. Bat, 
since the ek^fend to be attained by the operation, was not a 
pkffdc^f bat a moral end $ and since the phyneai eflect was 
wholly subservient to that moral end ; the rain of forty days 
was a necessary, and a most efficient agent. The condemned 
race of mankind was to wUneu the progress of the vast scheme 
of destmction which their wickedness had proroked. They 
were to be taaght, isperimatittUfff that their place of habitation 
was passing away from them, and was no longer to remain a 
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Q. In what State was the aartkat theendof theibrtj 
days? 

A, It was entiiely salMMrged: ''all the high hills 
under the whole heaven were covered," and every living 
substance was destroyed which was upon the fiioe of 
the ground. 

Q. What became of the ark > 

A* Preserved by Divine Pkrovidenoe, it rested> alter a 
voyage of five months, on the mount^ns of Ararat* 

Q, When were the tops of the mountains first seen ? 

A^ On the first day of the tenth month. 

Q. How did Noah ascertain the decrease of the 
waters ? 

A. He sent forth a raven, which went to and fro until 
the earth was dried. He also sent out a dove, which at 
the second time brought an olive leaf f that she had 
plucked \ but being sent out a third tiuv^^ returned no 
more. 

Q, How long did Noah remam in the ark > 

dwelling aeeommodiated for the f ervice of animal life ; that It 
was at lengtli to receive the coDsmimiatlon of the cmm pro- 
Boanced at the ditoliedienoe of their first pareat, and oon* 
firmed by their own incotrif^lile wkkednet». They were to 
be terrified by the siglit of the variooi lattmaeiitfl of ven- 
geance by wliich the power of God coold execute His ^vne; 
and tli^ were to fvtetatU dbuiTwetUm in every stage of its 
advance^ aatil its actoal and ultimate arrival."— Pitta's 
Oeology* 

* This name is asaaUyvapplied to a chain of mountains in 
Armenia, where, according to ancient tradition, the arlt rested. 

t TUs has been^ f^om time immemorial, an emblem of peace 
aaumg all na^m« 

c2 
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. A. Until the ttrenty^tef enth day of tiie second month 
in the following year.* 

Q. b the Qamttive of tbe Deluge generally believed 
in the present day ^ 

A. No :[ it is doubled by many, as was foreseen by 
the Apostle Peter : — *^ There shall come in the last, days 
8co£fers> walking after their own InstS/ and saying. 
Where i$ the promise of his coming ? for since the fathers 
fell asleep* all things continue as from the beginning of 
tho creation. For this they mlltngiy are igtiorani of, 
that by the word of God the heavehs were of old« and 
the earth standing out of the water, and in the water : 
whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with 
miter, perished." 

Q, Had the ancient nations any tr^tions eofuoeming 
the deluge ? 

A, Yes ; every eminent nation of antiquity possessed 
some account of this awful visitation. t 



• As the aaeient Hebrew year consisted ef three baodfSiA and 
fiflfcy faar di^, the period in qaestien, one year and eleveo 
dayf 9 is OMOtly a modern solar year. 

.tThe MirratWo of this tremendotts cat^rophe nii^ be 
foand, in a aioro or less motilated favm, aoMSvSfae records or 
traditloas of alsMist etery nation* 

Aoeording to the HiadttSeriptoresytiie wbole haman £unUy 
was destroyed by a flood, exeeiit Sstyavrata, a very holy nan, 
and «eTen Brahmins. These pemons, and pairs of all living 
animali# woi« preserved ff«m destnxtion in a vessel prepared 
for the parpoae^—See Asiat. RnsBaneH* 

XisotbfBS, tlie tenth hing of Uie Chsldeans^wltk Uslamay, 
and a great nnml>er of birdi and beasts, escaped a 



Q» D<fe$ ti)tfnemt^i9tbtd siy Uitonony lo tills ffeat 
event ? 

y^. Yesc g9Qtegy liHrniBhoS' tiie.iiioflt. aaliifaiMory 
proofs to every unprejadiced iaqmitr.* - •. • . i 

calamity in like manner.. He-aUajna^e.^ue^f a:davil'Eo teer- 
tain the abatement of the waters. 

The Britons, a Celtic tribe, affirmed that the Great Lake 
having bitrsti the* whoK^iwbHd was ^htged wi^ Water/ and 
every living thing d(Htr#<d» taf« M^te aii4t Thtfiuc lite 
wifey who, witli a male and, femajbe of jev<$pry cr^atore^/esoaped 
in a vessel without sails.-^^ee Hughe's Horae Britannicae. 

The flood said to have happened in the reign of Ogyges, 
king of Attlca^andthatinthe reign of Deucalion, king ofThes- 
saly, resemble, lata^ay partictllars, the* Koaeliic deluge. That 
the Greeks w.tfr« noft ighbraat of'thtseVeiM;! is evfdent from k 
coin .sirnck atAponea, in tlie*rtigD of l^lltp-the Elder: 
<< On the re^erne ic|f f ihia rt adat » . tfeprtsfaited a 'Sfaare «rlM#l 
floating inpon the Wntcrs s a 'man niid -v^DiMn are advttt^iAg 
oat of it todry lalid^ while twa«thm"p«r84iM rentals "wMliff. 
Al^ve it flatters a- dove, b^aritog. an olive^raaoh rand another 
bird, posaihly arai'cn,. is' pahAcd >apni»4t»''rioR > Iwone ttf 
the fr<«t paMiels of the «:best isiihe wmT •NO£l"^ttoii«i<'fe 
Intfod.'teCrit. Study of the ficfliitaree. . t^ . . 

The MttiucattB have a traction itMatifcitar men saV^Mthemi^ 
selve^^ in a gemral dehsge*. by taking r^fdge na'tb^'tep ef « 
high mountain. Tlw' . Ghineae MihtA- llMit Pey rani' m •ilMVtal 
beloved by the godsy eieap ed n.Mkei.caiamilgr* Tradimoiiary 
hngn»ntBf telative 4e a Mmilar evfeaSl^ hsfer>bten-fMMd'^»o 
among the EgyptiAnt, Peralans^ 8yrianfty amIdOoths $ • e^ta^ 
UishiDg not oillytiM fad ef tim'delage, bat alio the deMvMloil 
ef ail thane tribbalhaniiaelhilily'.' •* :< • 

* Some indtvidoaliidonit, iind<ottter»deriy'the tfdsaid nitr« 
rativ^ of the flood ; And * admb. who? believe tbet a Mage toelt 
place, deny its universality. ''The Hebrew histvtMn» taoweter) 
expressly asserts that it was universal^ and /U$ tiUthii is 
antflrmed hy ike fo§Mui.raMiU of anUluth •6<iMfjAg(.<t a 
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Q, To what was this liisiratioii d the globe analo- 
gous ? 

j4. To fiaptism, supposed to have been institnted in 
commemoration of that event,* 

Q. What may we learn from this awfal judgment ? 

^. The tintedilnvians^are '' an ensample to those that 
after should live ungodly ;*' and from lliis judgment we 
may learn the power qi God to deliver his fBervants^ and 
to reserve Uie ungodly §or puhishment-f 

Q. Wha£ was Noah*s first care on leaving the ark ? 



former worlds fgkUkwrg frnmA- is tneT$ ^purUr- of the globe. 
That-:— the Alp»y tlie App«niiiet, the Pyrenees Lttiasat, Atlas, 
and Ararat,— in fbort» aUitbe ntoantaiDsof eveiy rcigimi under 
ihemntiUf where search has been made, cotispire fn one uniform 
and universal proof that the sea wan spread over their talgkest 
summits i for Uwy are fonnd to eootaio slMlIt, skeletons of 
fishy and sea«monsters of every kind. Tbe mouse de#.r, r natSve 
of America, has- bees foaad in Irelndi ; skeletons' of the 
elephant and rkinootrosv natives of Africa and Asia, have been 
dog upon tlie steppes or table-lends of Tabtary and Siberia; 
etocodUes^ chiefly of the* A static species, bave been discovered 
In .variena parts of Europe:; tbe gigantie iaanmotb has been 
fonnd in Bessia, In Nortb America, and in Ireland : to wfcleh 
we may! add trees, of vast dinensiooa, witb tbeir roots and 
tops, and somo also with leaves and frnit, discovered at the 
iKrtlom of mines and niarlpitaynot enly in regions where no 
tir^^ of tocb kind were evor lumwn to grow, but also where 
it is demonstrably imposnible tiurt they should grow, which 
efleet could only be produced by the fodntains of tiw great 
deep being broken np/'—'Honae's Introduction to Crit. Study 
of tbe Scriptures* 

• 1 Peter iii. 9e, 2t. 

t Jo> Kxii. 16.-^7. 2 Peter ii. 5, 0, 9. 
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A. To ofiiBr sacrifice to God, by whicli, like Abel, 
*' he being dead, yet speaketb.*** 

Q. Wbat were the properties of this sacrifice ? 

A, It was eaepktiory, mchtariitical, sad f^ederai:. 

Q. In what respect was it eicpiatory? 

A. Becanse offered by faith, as a sacrifice typical of 
iJie offsring of the body of Christ, by which tiie vifls of 
the world were to be takea «w»y. 

Q. How was it evchoristicBl } 

A, Because indicative of gratitude, testified by this 
act of obedirace. 

Q. How can it be called federal \ 

A, Becanse by this solemn ordinance he covenanted 
to be the Lord's \ laying hold of Christ, tbe covenant 
head, by faith. 

Q. Was this offering accepted > ' 

A. Yes \ ''the Lord smeUed a sweet savonrj ixA the 
Lord said in his heart, I will not again curse the ground 
any more for man's sake 5 though the imagination of 
man's heart is evil from his youth \ neither win I again! 
smite i|ny more any living thing iu 1 ha^e done.f "While 
the earth remaineth, seed time and harvest^ aiid cold 



* Moses mentions only one saerifice previous to the deluge ; 
and that on account of the dbastroos circumstance which 
arose oat of it. Sacrifices were common to all nations, and 
were too well understood as being propitiatory, to require par- 
ticnlar description in this part of the history; especially as 
under a new dispensation, all sacrifices of Divine institution 
were to form an important part of the Jewish ceremonial law. 

t Oen. viiL 21 • is. 11« 
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and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night, 
shall not ceas^/' 

Q. If God has promised not to destroy the earth 
again b^ the waters ofajiood, how will he ponirii sinners 
in succeeding ages } 

A^ *' The heavens and the earthy which are now, by the 
SAME WORD, are hept in store, reserved nnto firb against 
the day of judgment, and perdition of nngodly men/'* 

Q, How win that day break npon the world ? 

j4. Suddenly : " the day of the Lord will come as a 
thief in the night ; in the which the heavens shall pass 
away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt 
with fervent heat; the earth also and the works that 
are therein shall be bnmed np/* 

Q. How did Jesns Christ admonish his disciples 
concerning that day ? 

A. He said nnto them, ''Take heed to yourselves, 
lest at any time your hearts be o? evcharged with surfeit' 
ing, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that 
day oome upon yon unawares.**t 

Q. How is the believer consoled in the contemplation 
of that awful cri«s ? 

A. By the promise of *' hew heavens and a new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness." J 

* 2 Peter HI. 7. The doctrine of the final confiagration of 
the world and its sabseqiient renewal, common to many of the 
mytliologies, ieemt to have originated in the knowledge of 
«ome prophecy, probably Enoch's, Jade 14, 15, relative to 
this catastrophe. 

f Lake xxi. S4. 

I Isa. Izv. 17. 2 Pet. iii. 13. 



BCRIFnrBB HISTORY. 2S 

Q, What token was appointed to remind Noah and 
his posterity of the Divine promise^ that the earth 
should not i^;ain be deluged with water } 

A. The rainbow4 

Q. Whal indulgence was granted to Noah and his 
family respeoting their food ? : 

A. They were permitted to eat animal food, but were 
forbidden to use the' blood. 

Q. What law wa$ entotbd to prevent the shedding of 
human blood ? 

A. Every man> and every befeist guilty .of islaying a 
man^ were doomed to die for the offence ; because of 
the reverence due to him in whose imago man was 
created. 

q. What was J^oah ^ 

A. A husbandman. 

^. To what did he pay particular attention > 

A. To the cultivation of the vine. 

Q. Into what intemperance was he betrayed ? 

A. *' He drank of the wine^ and was drunken 5 and 
be was uncovered within his tent." ' In this con- 
dition he was seen by Ham^. who told his brethren 
without. 

Q. What was the consequence > 

A^ When ''Noah awoke from .his wine, and knew 
what his. younger son had done unto him,*' he said, 

\ Tradition having described the rainbow to the pagan world 
as a Divine porfent^ it w^s deific^d under the name of Iris. 
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" Cursed be CanaaB, a servaBt of servants shall he be 
to his brethren.*'* 

Q, What did he say concerning Shem and Japhet ? 

^. " Blessed be the Lord God of l^iem ^ and Canaan 
shaB be his serrent. God shall enlarge Japhetb, and he 
shall dwell in the tents of Shem ) and Canaan ahall be 
his servant^'t 

Q. Where did the posterity of Noah settle ? 

A. Considerably eastward of Shinaar. 

Q. Had they fixed habitations ? 

A. M. 1723. A, At first they appear to have wan- 

B. C. 2281. dered from pbce to place : bat having at 



* Canaan was evidently implicated in tbe turpitude of hia 
f^tlier. This prediction *' is no random anathema — ^bntaeool, 
de1il>erate denanciation, wbich proceeded not from a spirit of 
indignation, bat of propliecy. The history, indeed, takes 
notice of the malediction immediately upon Noah's awaking 
' out of his sleep, and being informed of what had happened ; 
but this js occasioned by its known brevity , which relates 
things as instantly soceessiTe, when a considerable space of 
time ooght to interfere/' — Stackbousb's Hist, of the Bible. 

t This prediction has been amply veri6ed. The Canaanites 
fell before the Israelites, the cliildren of Shem ; and tbe Car- 
thaginians, one of their colonies, and other African nations, 
before the Romans, the children of Japhet; to whose enlarge- 
ment, dominion over the children of Ham, and occupation 
of the tents of Shem, the vast extent of the Greek and Roman 
empires gives most convincing demonstration. The fonr great 
monarchies, whose domination extended over the greater part 
of the then known world, were held by the descendants of 
Shem and Japhet, whilst the most potent of the Egyptian 
monarchies was restricted to a comparatively small scale of 
short lived conqnesti* 
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length reached 'the pUdii of Shinar,'* they resolved to 
eflfect a settlement there. 

Q. What measures did they adopt thereupon ? 

A, They be^an to ^mkl a city, and a tower of an 
immense height ;t hoping thereby to avoid a dis- 
persion. 

Q. With what materials did they build their city ? 

A. They had brick for stone, and slime for mortar. 

Q. How many languages were spoken at this period ? 

A. Only one^ " the whole earth was of one language, 
and of one speech.* '{ 

Q. Did tibey succeed in their design ? 

A. No : the Lord confounded their language, § and 
they left off building the city : wherefore it was called 
Babel, or Confusion. 

Q, What was the result of this confusion ? 
A.M. 1757. A, They were scattered abroad from 
B. C. 2247. thence upon the face of all the earth. || 



* The name £ber signilyiDg poMrngty has induced some 
cbronologers to fix the migration to Shinar by the year of his 
birthy A. M. 172S, sixty-seveD years after the flood. 

t A tower whose top w towards tbe heavens, or up to 
heaven, evidently means a very high tower $ as cities '* walled 
or fortified op to heaven/' Dent. i. 28. are cities fortified by 
very lofty walls. 

t Heb. ^ Of one Up and few words;" a concise and correct 
description of the primitive tongae. See Appendix D. 

§ The original language is supposed to have continued in the 
family of Eber. 

II This is usually placed at one hundred and one years after 
tlie Deluge, at the birth of Peleg, whose name signifies 

D 
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Q, Who were the children of Sbem ? 

j4. Ehm, Asshur^ Arphaxad^ Lad, and Aram. 

Q, Who were the children of Ham ? 

^. Cnsh, Misraim^ Phiit> and Canaan. 

Q. Who were the children of Japhet ? 

y/. Gomer^ Magog, Madai^ Javan, Tubal, Meshech, 
and Tiras. 

Q, Where did the children of Shem settle } 

A, Elam settled in Persia)^ Asshnr in Assyria ;t 
Aram in Syria and Mesopotamia )% ^^'^ i^ supposed to 
have settled in Lydia ^ and Arphaxad in Assyria.^ 

Q. Where did the children of Ham settle ? 

A, The children of Cash settled in Arabia, in Ethi' 
opia, and on the shores of the Persian Golf ; || Mizraim 

division. But thit division may have been a physical onci as 
the Rev. A. Catcott supposes. One handred and one years is 
confe&sedly a short period for the repopalation of the earth, 
the migration to Shinar, the bnitdiog of Babel, and the dis- 
persion. For these events the Septuagint assigns five hun- 
dred and thirty-one years, and tlie Samaritan four hundred 
and one. But the various readings on this sulject, given in 
the different MS8. of the Septuagint, from which thjs Samaritan 
is suspected to have l>orrowed this part of its chronology, have 
rendered the calculations of both very questionable. 

^ Isa. xai. 2. Jerem. xxv, 26, etc. 

tOen.x. 11,12. 

:t The Syrians are always called Arameans in scripture ; and 
Mesopotamia, Aram Naharatm, or Syria of the two rivers. 

§ His descendants dwelt there. Gen. xi. 10 — 28. 

II The earliest Cushite kingdom lay near the Gulf of Persia ; 
the second, in Arabia, comprehended the great mercantile 
states of Yemen, Sheba, Saba, Raamah, and Dedan ; and the 
third was situate in Ethiopia. 
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in £gypt>* and the parts adjacept -, Canaan in Pales- 
tine 3 and Phut is supposed to have settled in 

Africa, t 

Q. Where did the children of Japhet settle ? 

^. Madai settled in Media ;{ Javan^ or Ion, in 
Greece ;§ Tiras in Thrace 3 1| and Gomer, Magog, Me- 



The children of Joktan, one of tlie posterity of Arphaxad, 
Gen. X. 96 — 29. inhabited, in the days of Moses, the south of 
Arabia, called Yemen. The children of Cusb, x. 7, mingling 
with tbem» settled along the Persian Onlf. These all became 
mercantile, and first possessed the Indian trade, which they 
introduced into Syria. The population of Arabia was, after a 
great lapse of time, completed by the settlement of the chil- 
dren of Ketnrah, Ishmael, and Esau, in the northern desart. 
— See Brucb's Travels, vol. 11. Append. No. II. to Book L 

*The natives of Egypt called their country Chemi, evi* 
dently from their great ancestor, from whom it is deno- 
minated, Psalm cv. 27. << the Und of Ham." The Turks call it 
Misr. 

In Libya, Noph, Pathros, and P<ile8tine, may be traced the 
Lehabim, Naphtuhim, Pathrusim, and Philistim, of Gen. x. 
13, 14. which are plural terms referring to tribes, and not to 
individuals. 

t The Rev. S. Shnckford concludes, from Ezek. xxxviii. 5. 
Jerem. xlvi. 9. that Phut's posterity settled in the vicinity 
of Cush, in Arabia; but our translators place them in 
Libya. 

tThe Modes are said to have been the progenitors of the Sar 
Madai, or Sarmatians. 

§Thi8 is evident from Ban. viii. 21. where Alexander is 
stiled Melech Janan^ or Jon^ king of Greece. 

(The Dniester anciently bore the name of this patriarch, 
whose posterity appear to have given his name to Thrace. 
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shech^ Tubals and Togarmah, are supposed to have 
settled near the northern parts of Syria«^ 

Q. What became of Babel ? 

^. It was seized by Nimrod ; and' the tower, in alter 
ages, was dedicated as a temple to Belus. 

Q. What is sud of Nimrod ? 

j4. " He was a mighty hunter before the Lord.^t 

Q, What cities did he build ? 

j4, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. 

Q. What distinguished character is 

A. M. 1824. supposed by some of the learned, to hare 

B. C. 2180. been 6od*s witness for the truth in the 

interval between the dispersion and the 
call of Abraham ? 
j4. Job,t a native of Vz, [otherwise Idumea or Edom.] 

*Mach Bncertainty exists as to the settlement of these indi- 
vidaals. The Rev. S. Shnckford concludes that they settled 
near the north of Syria, from Ezek. xxxviii. 2 — 6. by which it 
appears that the coantries peopled by their children were 
contiguous ; and from the testimony of Pliny, who says that 
Hierapolis, the modern Aleppo, was anciently called Magog. 

f The name Nimrod, a rebel, was perhaps given him because 
he trampled upon patriarchal authority. 

t Mr. Horne, in his observations digested from the works of 
Dr. Hales and Archbp. Magee, notices, among others, the fol- 
lowing circumstances, indicative of the period in which Job 
lived :— The antiquity of manners and customs noticed in the 
poem, — as writing by sculpture, xix. 24. ; computation of hin 
wealth by his flocks and herds, i. 3. xlli. 12. ; his acting as 
priest in his own family, 1. 6. ; the silence relative to the over- 
throw of Sodom and Gomorrah, and to the Exodus of the 
Israelites, which, happening in the neighbourhood, would 
have been known to Job and his friends ; the great age to 
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Q. What was his character ? 

A, H(0 was perfect and iipHght^ ft^arilig ^M and 
departing^ froAi evil. . ^ ' 

Q. Of wiiat perstos did iiis faintly consist ? ' 

A. Of bis wife> «ev«a sons^ alid three daughters. ' 

f^. Of vHiat did his property consist ? 

A. Of seven thionsand sheep/ three thovdand' camels^ 
five hmidred yoke of oxei»> Ave hundred she SLtses/and a 
great household. He was the greoU^t of all the men of 
the east.* • . . »• 

q. Whaft befel him ? ' 

A. Throvgh the agency of Satato, hi» little were 
carried off by the Sabeahs and Chaldean^; his children 
killed 3 aikd he himsrif smitten all ovtfr with s<oire -boils. 

<^. Howdidhebear^ese trialfii'?'^ " ^ '. 

A. m^th vo nrach patienee, as to be field trp 'in every 
suooeeding age as the btighlbest example of that vktne.f 

which Job lived, smVbHi^ his t^ifd dne llUli<Md and Ittrty 
years, xlii. 16. ; the allusion made vofX. a^'-^IM. HUtthfe aA>Rt 
ancient species of idolatry, Sabism ; and the Hebrew language 
spoken by Job and his friends, which proves that the different 
directs >Rrere aot then fii^nned.' t>r. Halfftt fi^ei ttie date of 
Job's trial at one Ima^^ed atod e&ghty-iMir. ^eah before Ifae 
birth of Abram. The coigjec;tnre tiiat 4ob is merely a iictious' 
character, cannot be entertained by any who believe the iiford 
of 0-od. flis associatibn with Noa& abd OaAiet, Ezek. xiv. 14. 
by Ood himself, slam^ps ttie teaHty of bis ' existence irith 
eyidence that cannot be disputed. 

* By the Children of the East, who are often mentioned in 
scripture, must be understood not bnljp Mesopotamia, but 
Arabia and tike countries between £ftypt and Euphrates. 

\ James v. 11* 

c2 
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Q, Who condoled with him in his safierings ? 

^. E^pl^z, Bildad, and Zophar, natives of Idumea. 

Q. Was he comforted by their conversaiion ? 

A, No: after a long silenee. Job haring bitt^ly 
cursed the day of Ids birth, a discussion arose between 
him and his friends, in whidi they attributed his afflic- 
tion to the retribntiye justice of heaven *, . whilst he so 
strenuously asserted his innoeence, as to impugn the 
justice of Divine Providence. 

Q. How did this dialogue terminate ? 

j4. " These three men ceased to answer Job because 
he was righ^us in his own eyes. Then was Idndled 
the wrath of EUhu against Job, because he justified 
himself rather thim God ; also against his three friends, 
because they had found no answer, and yet had con- 
demned Job." Therefore, i^ter reproving Job for con- 
tending with God, and attriboting too much to himself, 
he defended the dispensations of prondence, and ex- 
horted, him to humble himself before God. 

Q. What followed this ? 

j4. After the remonstrances and admonitions of Elihu, 
to which Job made no reply, the Lord answered him 
out of the whirlwind, reproved his presumption, shewed 
him the Divine power and wisdoita as manifested in 
the creation, and hence pointed out the ignorance and 
weakness of man : on which tiie patriarch, hnmbUng 
himself before Uie Lord, exclaimed, '' I have heard of 
thee by the hearing of the ear : but now mine eye seeth 
thee : wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust 
and ashes." 
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Q. Was^Jpb ^Aenwards .bles^d/with the Dmne 
favour? . .; 'j . . ' ' .'. t •-.',. » .' * i 

^. Yes : Eliphaz^ Bildad^ and Zoipbrn having offered 
sacrifice to propitiate pod»'wb<))|Ke,«n^rhad been kindled 
against them. Job prayed f<9. thiai^^ /^and.ttte l^ord 
turned the ca|>ljrvK^r of' J^»Vf^Tid •' ignite ^m t^dce as 
much as he had before/* i^ ' « ':' • ' >* 

O. What was the amavnt of JoKs weahh ? . 

^. " He had ,four|;^eii ttb0fi9aiid «heep, jsix tfaouiaBd 
camels, one thousand yplKo .of 0Xieu> .and one thousand 
she asses.*' 

Q, Was he again blessed with a family ? 

A. Yes : " he had seve?n sons ind three daughters." 

O. How loriff did Job sdifvive his trial } 

A, '' After this liyed^g.b,^>mMified,^d forty years^ 
and saw his 8on8> and his SOUS'* 8«ns, iMir genlgralions -,"* 
and died—" old and' full of daVs.'"*' ' 

A. M. ' 2006. Q, How long did Noah survive thti deluge ? 

B. C. 1998. A. Three hundred. ftnd£% years.t 



* It is impossible ta aaetrlain by wftom tbe -book of Job was 
written. Tlie artictes of tbe patdarefaal ftith- contained in 
this ancient poem^ are, ihe/c»eation M* the worlid by Uttt 
Sapreoie ; the government of the world by a ^perintemding 
Providence, carried on by a heanrettiy hierarchy^ cbbHiatiiig of 
various ranks aiid or4araQf Angela^ possesning different names, 
dignities^ and ofiices ;' tbe apcfstacy of some of these powers ; 
the amenability of both good •and. evil powers to the Creator; 
original ain^ mediation and proplttatory. saerifioe; a resur- 
rection and jadi^ment^T^Seo i£oRVB'»lBtrddk'<fiol; iv. 

t The dispersion, is .SttfUposed tq be alinded to iiv the fabulous 
story of the war between the gods, and giants^ common to the 
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city which hath foundations^ whose bnilder and maker 
is God." 

Q. By whom was Abtam accompanied ? 

yi. By Lot^ son of Haran. 

Q. Where did he first sejonm after leaving Ur > 

j4. At Haran^ where Terah died. 

Q. Whither did he then proceed? 

^. To Palestine 5 then in the possession of the 
Canaanites. 

A. M. 2082. Q. How old was the patriarch at this 

B. C. 1922. period ? 

^. Seventy-five years of age.* 
Q. What circumstance induced him to take a jonmey 
into Egypt } 



* The discrepance of the Hebrew, Septnagint, and Sama- 
ritan Chronology in the epocha between the Deluge and 
Calling of Abraham, will be seen by the following Uble, from 
Stackhodsb's History of the Bible, Vol. i. Book 2. 

B^&re birth of son, 

Heb. Sam. Sept 

After the Flood Shem was.... 2 2 2 

Arphaxad 35 135 135 

Cainan .•...;.. — 130 

8*'ah 30 130 130 

Ebcr 34 134 134 

P«l«g so 130 130 

^<i 32 132 132 

^tmg ^ 80 130 130 

Nahor... •...,,..,,,, ,,,,,., 20 79 79 

Terah... 70 70 70 



IModt^Ur. 
Heb. Sam. SepC 
600 600 600 
403 300 330 
— — S3d 
403 303 330 
430 270 270 
209 109 209 
207 107 207 
200 100 200 
119 60 12s 
135 76 136 



See Gen. xi. 10^26. 



292 942 1072 
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Q. Why is the genealogy of this patriarch 60 care- 
fully particularized ? 

A. To preserve an iinbr<dceii record of the lineage of 
the Messiah. 

Q. Who were the brelhr^i of Abraham } 

A, Nahor and Haran : the latter died before his 
father in the land of his natiii;ity. 

Q. Whom did Abraham marry \ 

A. Sarai, afterwards called Sarah. 

Q. Where did he and his ancestors reside ? 

A. In Ur of the Chaldees^ in Mesopotamia. 

Q. Had they preserved the primitive faith \ 

A. No : they were idolaters and .served strange gods.^ 



CHAPTER IIL 

Vraok th% CaU of Abraham to the Exodai» 

Q. WHAT indnced Abiam to leave his kindred 
and his country ? 

A, He was called thereto by the God of Glory, who 
appeared to him. 

Q, What persons tread in the - footsteps of this 
patriarch ? 

A, The followers of Jesus, who, being called to 
forego this world, the land .of their nativity, live as 
strangers and pilgrims on the earth, ''-looking for a 

* Joah. xxiv. 2, 14, 15. 
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them with great slaughter^ and recorered all the captives 
and the spoil.* • 

Q. To whom did he give tithes on his return ? 

j4. To Melchizedek^ king of Salem^ priest of the 
most high Qod.f 

Q. What remarkable vision had Abram after tliis ? 

^. The Lord appeared to him, and promised him a 
son ', and Abram believed God, and his faith was 
counted to him for righteousness. 

Q. Why is this recorded ? 

^. Not for his sake alone — '^ bat for ns also, to whom 
it shall be imputed if we believe on him that raised up 
Jesus our Lord from the dead."' 

Q. Was any other promise made to the patriarch ? 

j4. Yes; the land of Canaan was promised to his 
posterity. 

Q, How was he assured of this ? * 

j4. By Divine command, he offered for sacrifice an 
heifer, a she^goat, a ram, a turtle dove, and a young 
pigeon ; dividing all the animals, the birds excepted, in 
the midst. At the going down of the 8nn> the Lord 
said to Abram, ''Know of a surety that thy seed 

* Abram'n servants were three hondred and eiKhteea in 
onmber, and it is very probable each of the emirs, hb allies, 
bad as many ; and these falling snddeoly l>y night on a nome- 
roos army, might defeat them withoot mnch difficulty. Stsr* 
prises of a similar kind have often happened in war. But 
after all, this victory most l>e ascribed to the providence of 
Abram's God. 

t This prince was an eminent type of the Lord Jesas Christ. 
See Heb. viL 1—23. Psaha ex. 4. 
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shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs^ and shall 
serve themj and they shall afflict them four hundred 
years 3 and also that nation, whom they shall serve, will 
I jadge ; and afterward shall they come out with great 
sabfltance. And Uion shah go to thy fathers in peate ; 
thou shalt be bnried in a good old age : Bnt in the 
fourth generation they shall come hither again : for the 
iniquity of the Amorites is not yet fall." — " In that same 
day the Lord made a corenant with Abram, saying. Unto 
thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt 
onto the great river, the river Euphrates : the Kenites, 
and the Kenizzites, and the Kadmonites, and the Hit- 
tites, and the Perizsites, and the Rephaims, and the 
Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the Girgashites, and 
the Jebusites/'* 

Q, What did Abram see on the occasion ? 

A. When it was dark, "behold a smoking fomaoe 
and a burning lamp, that passed belnveen those pieces/'f 
A M. 2093« Q, What happened in his eighty-sixth 
B. C. 191 L year? 

^, Sarah gave him Hagar her handmaid to wife. 

Q, What was the consequence ? 

A. Hagar, despising her mistress, incurred her dis- 



* This promise was completed io the reign of Solomon. 

t In fsederal sacrifices, the animals being divided in the 
midst. Gen. xv. 10. Jerem. xxxiv. 18, 19. the contracting 
parties, by passing between the pieces, imprecated on them- 
selves the fate of the victims if they proved false to the 
covenant. 
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pleasiire > and being unable to bear her severe treatment^ 
she fled to the wiUlemess of Shun 

Q. What befel her there > 

ji» The Angel of the Lord appeared to her, and 
cominanded her tojetum and snbmit herself to Sarah. 
He also told her that the child she should bear to 
Abram wonld be a wild man, whose hand would be 
against every man, and every man*s hand against him ; 
but that nevertheless he should dwell in the presence of 
all his brethren.* 

A. M. 2094. Q. What was this chihi called > 

B. C. 1910. A. IshmaeL 

Q, Had Abram any other wives besides Sarah and 
Uagar ? 

j4. Yes : he had a wife called Ketnrah, by whom he 
had several children. 

A. M. 2106. Q. What happened in Abram's ninety- 

B. C. 1898. ninth year } 

^. The Lord again appeared to him, and promised 
him a son by Sarah. On this occasion his name was 
changed to Abraham. 

Q, Of what persons did his household consist at 
this time ? 

j4. Of his wives, his steward, his hired servants^ 
servants bom in his house, and slaves bought with 
money. 



* The history of the Bedonin Arabs^ to the present day, 
Bttikingly demonstrates the truth of this prophecy. — See Bp. 
Newton on the Propheciesy Dissert. II. 
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Q. When was this pA>mi6e again roa^wedi 

A, Shortly after^ when JefaOvah* and two aageb, in 
the likeness of men appeared to him. 

Q. HufW did he reeeive the strangers ? 

^. He caused them to wash their leet^ send rest them- 
selves under the tree^ while he and Sarah procured them 
some refreshment 

Q. What oommuliieaticm was made to him at thiitf 
time > 

j4. As he accompanied his guests, to bring them on 
their way, the Lord revealed to him his design of 
destroying Sodom and Gomorrah. 

Q, To what did this discovery lead him ? 

^. To endeavour to avert the judgment by interces- 
sion 3 and accordingly he obtained a promise, that if ten 
righteous men wiere found in Sodom, tiie city should is&t 
be destroyed. 

Q. Who received the angels at Sodom } 

A. Lot.t 

Q. What counsel did they give him ? 

A. Assuring him that they were sent by the Almighty 
to destroy the city, they advised him to assemble his 
relatives and flee. But when Lot spake to his sons-in* 
law, he seemed unto them as one that mocked. 

Q. Did Lot leave the place forthwith ? 

A. No: he lingered, unvrilling tp depart; but the 



* This was the Lord Jesos, the only begotten Son, who 
declared the Father.-^^iee Joha i. 18. vUi. 60-^ 
tUeb.xiU.2. 
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angels laid bold on him, his wife, and daughters, (the 
Ijord being merciful to them) and drew them out of the 
city, which, together with the other cities, was destroyed 
by fire and brimstone from heaven. Their site is now 
occupied by the Asphaltite Lake, or Dead Sea. 

Q. .What catastrophe befel Lot's wife ? 

j4. Contrary to an express injuni^tion, Tentnring to 
look back, she was turned into a pillar of salt^ As for 
Lot, he fled, with his daughters, to Zoar, which was 



• Mr. Home, from the description of the coantry given by 
travellers, and the account given by Moses, considers the 
devoted cities to have been destroyed by an eraption of some 
adjacent volcano. ''The quantities of sulphnr, pumice, and 
ashes, ponred by the volcano to an immense height in the air, 
and falling from that elevation, might, with strict propriety, 
be said to have been rained from heaven. In allusion to this 
catastrophe, God is said to rain on the wicked hot ashes, fire, 
and brimstone. Psalm xi. 6." He conceives, therefore, that 
Lot's wife, '' looking with a wistful eye towards Sodom, — was 
surrounded, ere she was aware, by the lava, which rising and 
swelling, at length reached her, and [while the volcanic efBo- 
via deprived her of life] incrnstated her where she stood ; so 
that being, as it were, embalmed by the salso-bitnroinous mass, 
she became a conspicuous beacon and admonitory example to 
future generations. The power of this asphaltic substance in 
preserving from corruption is evident, from its being employed 
by the Egyptians for embalming their mummies. She is said 
to have been converted into a pillar of salt, on account of the 
quantity of that substance which appeared in the crust, and 
its abundance in those regions is notorious, both from sacred 
and profane history : so much so, that the lake which now fills 
the caverns inade by the earthquake, has, among other names, 
that of" the salt sea/'— Introd. to Crit. Study, &c. Vol. iii. 
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spared for his Mke ; bvt shortly after they took op dieir 
abode in a caye in the mountains. 

Q. Had Lot any children after this event ? 

^. Yes : he had two sons^ Moab and AmmoB, \di08e 
descendants were the most inveterate enemies of the 
children of Israel. 

Q, Where did Abraham sojourn alter this ? 

^. In Gerar^ where Alrimelech the king, believing, 
from Abraham's report^ that Sarah was his sister, sent 
and took her into his house ) wbenoe, however, she was 
delivered by the interposition of Providence. 
A. M. 2108. Q. What happened in Abraham's family 
B.C. 1896. in his hundredth year > 

^. Sarah bare a son, as the Lord had promised ^ and 
Abrahaiti called his name Isaac. 

Q. 'What happened when Isaae was weaned ? 

j4» Ishmael, then sixteen or seventeen years of age, 
was seen mocking, which so incensed Sarah, that she 
^manded the imme^ate dismissal of him and his 
nM)ther. 

Q, What became of Ishmael } 

A. He dwelt in the wilderness, and became an 
archer \ and his mother caused him to marry an Egyp- 
tian woman. 

^. How many sons had he ? 

A, Twelve ; who became heads of tribes. 

Q. What took place at Beersheba ? 

A. Abimelech^ king of Gerar, made a covenant with 
AbrahMD. 

e2 
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Q. To what plfu» bad the patriarch recourse for 
devotional purposes ? 

j4. To a grove, which he planted expressly for reli- 
gious nses.^ 

Q. To what severe trial was Abraham subjected > • 

j4. The Lord commanded him to offer up Isaac for a 
burnt offering on Mount Moriah.t 

Q. Did Abraham hesitate to obey ? 

j4. No ; he yielded implicit obedience to the Divine 
will. And the Lord, having proved the faith of 
Abraham, sent an angel to arrest his design. 

Q, What promise was made to Abraham on this 
account ? 

^. The angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out 
of heaven the second time, and said. By myself have I 
sworn, saith the Lobd, for because thou hast done this 
thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son : 
that in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying 
I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and 
as the sand which is upon the sea shore ; and thy seed 
shall possess the gate of his enemies ; and in thy seed 

* Except the worship in Edeo, Abraham's i« the first 
instance recorded of worshipping in a grove ; and it was, no 
doubt, a coDtinnation of the primitive practice, which became 
very general. The consecrated groves of the pagan world 
became ultimately notorious for obscene and sanguinary rites. 
In those of the Celts and Scandinavians, numbers of hnman 
Yicttms were immolated to appease their angry gods. The 
groves of Mona, or Anglesea, and of Upsal, in Sweden, were 
pre-eminently the scenes of these execrable ceremonies. ' 

t Hebrews xi. 17^19. 
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shall all the nations of the earth be blessed ; because 
thou hast obeyed my voice.*' 

A. M. 2144. Q, What occurred in l8aac*s thirty* 
B.C. I860, seventh year? 

A. Sarah died, and was buried at Kiijath Arba"*, in 
a cave, in the field of Machpelah, which Abraham 
purchasedf of the diildren of Heth. 

A. M. 2147. Q. What important measure did Abra- 

B. C. 1857. ham undertake after Sarah's death ? 

j^. He sent Eliezer, his steward, to Mesopotamia, to 
negociate a marriage for Isaac^ then forty years old. In 
this the Lord having prospered Eliezer, he brought back 
Rebekah to his young master.^ 

Q. What merits observation in the conduct of the 
steward ? 

* Also called Hebron. 

t This sale of land, the first transfer of the kind on record, 
is memorable for the trnly noble generosity of the contractin<^ 
parties. — See Gen. xxiii. ^ 

t In the East, much drndgery devolves on women — as the 
grinding of corn, t}ie feeding of fiocks, the drawing of water, 
&c. Gen. xxiv. 13. xxix. 9. Exod. ii. 16. Job. xxxi. 10. - In 
the last of these employments Rebekah was found occupied 
by Eliezer. 

The ceremonies common to Oriental nnptials, were, no doubt, 
observed in the marriage of Isaac. ■ The retinue that accom- 
panied Eliezer, Gen. xxIt. 10, 32. the precious gifts that he 
carried with him, v. 22, 53. the returning procession, con- 
sisting of Rebekah, her nurse, and damsels, Eliezer and his 
men, v. 69 — 61. and the coming of the bridegroom, ▼. 62 — 64. 
are circumstances indicative of the pomp with which this affair 
was conducted. That the songs and music usual on such 
oceations were wanting^ is hardly probable. 
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A, His trnst in God, and fidelity to discharge the 
dnty confided to him by his master. 

A. M. 2182. ^. How long did Abraham snrviye 

B. C. 1822. Sarah? 

A, Thirty-eight years : he was tmried by Isaac 
and Ishmael in the cave of Machpelah. 

§. What became of his property ? 

A. It fell to Isaac. As for his other children, he 
gave them gifts in his fife time, and sent them away to 
the east country. 

Q. By what title was this patriarch distinguished ? 

A, As the friend of God.* 

^. Why had he not a settled habitation ? 

A. Because, '^ sojourning by faith in the land of 
promise as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles 
with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same 
promise, he looked for a dty which hath foundations, 
whose builder and maker is God.** 

Q. Had Isaac smyb children ? x 

A. Yes : after being married twenty years, the tMin 
brothers, Esau and Jacob, were bom. 

Q. What occupations did they follow ? 

A. Esau became a hunter, and Jacob a shepherd. 

Q. Of what profane act was £sau guilty ? 

A. He sold his birthright to Jacob for a morsel 
of meatt 

Q. What was the consequence of this ? 

A, '^ Afterward, when he would have inherited the 

* 2 Chron. xx. 7. t Gen. xrr. 80^14. H«b. tii. 16. 
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blessings he was rejected; for he fonnd no place of 
repentance^ though he sought it carefuUy with tears.* '^ 

Q. What class of persons imitate Esau ? 

u4. Those who forego eternal joys for sensual grati- 
fications. 

Q. What induced Isaac to go to Gerar } 

A, A famine. 

Q. Wliat befel him there ? 

A, The Lord appeared to him and renewed- the pro- 
mises made to Abraham : there also he became very rich, 
on which account the Philistines begged him to remove* 

Q. For what was Isaac reproved by Abimelech, king 
of Gerar ? 

A, He gave out that Rebekah was his sister, and 
thus ei^sed her to insult : where£Dre he was reproved * 
by Abimelech, who dreaded the consequences which the 
licentiousness of his subjects towards Rebekah might 
have entailed upon the kingdom. 

Q. Did the herdsmen of the country treat the servants 
of Isaac with kindness ? 

A. No : they deprived them by violence of two . of 
the wellsf which they had digged. 



• Heb. xii. 17. 

t The scarcity of water iii some parts of the east, greatly 
enhances the valne of wells, which are there, like the ions in 
our country, the places of general resort. The distances 
between them are carefally computed, to prevent errors, 
which in the desart oftimes prove fatal. Scriptore abonifds 
with metaphors indicative of the value of springs and 
fountains. 
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Q. How did Abimelech shew his sense of Isaac's 
power? 

j4. He weat with bis friend Ahnzzath, and his chief 
captain Phicol^ to the city where Isaac dwelt, and made 
a covenant of peace with him. This circnmstance Isaac 
commemorated by calling a well, discovered that day by 
his servants, Sheba, or the oath : '' therefore the name 
of the city is Beersheba.*'* 

Q. At what age did Esan marry ? 

A. M. 2207. ^. When forty years old, he married 

B. C. 1797. two Canaanitish women, and thns grieved 

Isaac and Rebecca. 

Q. To what deceitful act did Rebekah prompt Jacob } 

A, She promptedhimtopersonate his brother; whereby 
he obtained the blessing which Isaac designed for Esau* 

Q. How did this circnmstance aiiisct Esan ? 

A* It incensed him against Jacob : and he said in his 
heart, ''The days of monming for my father are at 
hand ; then will I slay my brother Jacob." 

Q. How was Jacob preserved from danger ? 

A. After a solemn charge, prohibiting his marriage 
with Canaanitish women, Jacob was sent to Laban, his 
mother's brother, at Padan Aram. 

Q. Did Esau endeavour to sooth the feelings of his 
parents ? 

A, Yes : perceiving that they were averse to bis 
conduct, he forthwith married a daughter of Ishmael, 
hoping thereby to please them. 

* The Well of the Oath. 
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Q. WfaBt be£d Jacob <m his way to Padan Aram ? 
^. '' He dreamed^ and behold a ladder set up on the 
earthy and the top of it reached to heaven : and heboid 
the an^ls of God aseendbg and descending on it And 
behold the Lord stood above it, and 8aid> I am the Lord 
God of Abraham thy father, and the €rod of Isaac : ikhe 
land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy 
fleed : and thy seed shall be as the dast of the earth, 
and thou shalt ' spread abroad to the west, and to the 
east, and to the north, and to the sooth : and in thee 
and in thy seed shall til the families of the eardk be 
blessed. And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep 
thee in all places whither thou goest, and will 
bring thee again into this land 9 for I will not leave 
thee until I have done that which I have spoken to 
thee of." 

Q, What did Jacob say when he awoke } 
A. " He was afraid, and said» How dreadful is this 
phoe ! this is none other but the house of God, and this 
is the gate of heaven." 

Q. How did Jacob commemorate this ? 
A. He erected a pillar, and poured oil thereon. 
Q, What vow did he make on this occasion ? 
A. " He vowed a vow, saying, *' If God will be with 
me^ and will keep me in this way that I go, and will 
give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, so that I 
come again to my father s house in peace j then shall 
the Lord be my God : and this stone, which I have set 
for a pillar, shall be God's house : and of a]l that thou 
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shalt give me I will surely give the tenth* onto 
thee." 

Q. How was he received by Laban ? 

j4. Very kindly : and soon after, becoming attached 
to Rachel, Laban's yoanger daughter, he engaged to 
serve seven years for her, instead of dowry, f 

Q. Did Laban f olfU his contract ? 

u4. No : he imposed on Jacob, by ginng him Leah 
instead of Rachael, pleading, in extenuation the custom 
of his country, which required that the eldest daughter 
should be married firsts 

Q. What was his real design ? 

j4. To detain Jacob, whose services were very valu- 
able ; and therefore, on the termination of the weddings 
feast for Leah, which continued seven days,^ he gave 



* Consecration by anointing oil, and the dedication of tentha 
for piong nses, though first mentioned in the life of Jacob, 
were evidently institntions belonging to the patriarchal wor- 
ship : and hence it is easy to account for their very general 
prevalence among pagan nations. They were subseqaently 
enjoined to the Israelites. 

f The purchase of wives was no uncommon circumstance in 
ancient times. It obtained in Assyria (as is instanced by the 
case before us) among the Canaanites, Gen. xxziv. 12. the 
Jews, 1 Sam. xviii. 23 — ^25. Hos. lit. 2. the Ancient Greekn, 
Indians, and Germans ; and was not unknown to the Romans. 

t In the code of Gentoo Laws, translated by Mr. Halhed, 
'* it is made criminal for a man to give his younger daughter 
in marriage before the elder ; or for a younger son to marry 
while his elder brother remains unmarried." 

^ According to Dr. E. B. Clarke, the wedding feast con* 
tinnes for a like period, in Norway and Sweden. 
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Rachael to Jacob> oa condition of another fleven years* 
servilnde. 

Q, What did Laban give to each of his dat^ters } 

A, He gave a handmaid to each : these eventn^ly 
became wives to Jacob; 

Q, How did Laban's afiairs proceed under Jacob's' 
management? 

A. They prospered esKceediDgly. 

Q. How many ehildren had Jacob whilst he aoj#«nied 
with Laban t 

A, Twelve : Reuben^ Simeon^ Levi^ Jndah^ Dan^ 
Naphtalii Gad, Asher, Issachar^ Zebulnn^ Din^th^ <and 
Joseph. I . 

Q. What happened after Joseph's birth > 

A. Jacob was desironS to return - home \ but at 
Laban*s-request he confuted to remain^ on. condition 
that all the sheep of a certain descinption should be his. 
After this he remained with Laban six years. 

Q. How did Laban treat him ? 

A. He deceived him 3 and changed . his wages ten 
times ; but the Lord was with Jacob and blessed- him. 

Q. How did their interconxse terminate ? 

A. The Lord having appeared to Jacobs and com- 
manded him to return to Canaan, he departed lh)m 
Padan Aram^ with his wives, his children, and all his 
subst ance. Laban heariug of Jacob' s flight, pursued him, 
and in seven days overtook him in Mount Gilead, but was 
restruned, by divine interposition, from hurting him. 

* Or Mesopotamia, 
p 
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Q. Wkat ^V8B Htt resaK of their neetmg } 

A. After a flevere altercation^ they were reconoUL ; 
and hamog oov^santed together/ they |wrted ia pepce. 

^. Wliat ooourred to Jacob shortly after ? 

j4. At Mahanaim he had a vision of angek. 

4f. What circunurtmcet weighed heayily on Jao0b*8 
mind? 

^. His past conduct to Esau, whom he was now 
Miic i o — to condltate. He therefore sent a* respectful 
message to him, that he might find grace in his sight. 

Q. What report did the messengers bring back ? 

A. Tluet Esaa was advancing with four hundred men 
to meet him. 

Q, What did Jacob do in this apparent dilemma ? 

j4. He cried earnestly to God, pleading the promise 
made to him «t Bethel : and l^iat no means might be 
negleeted to secure his safety, he set apart amaguifioeBt 
present for Esan } at the same time so arranging lus 
family and flocks, that if Esau manifested any faostSty, 
a part anght aecape. 

1^. What followed Jaooi>'s prayer ? 

A. Being left alone, there wrestled a ama with kirn 
aaHfl break of 4iay. 

^ Who was this mysterious stranger ? 



* Sating ts{;etber is, in xome parts of the East, an act of 
federation, as well an of t'riciid»liip. Oen, xxxt. 54. Ezod. 
xviii. 12. xxiv. 11. pHulm xli. 0. And thus believers are, in 
the Lord's Sapper, adnnMed to Win covenant and favour. This 
seems to be alluded tn, i uke xiti. 20. 



A. Hub Ang^ of the Coveaaot, to wbbni "^he w«pt 
and made snpplicatioii."* 

Q. How wafl lUs ciiciimstaftc* cbftnaaoMttated? 

A. The Lohi changed Jacat>*» nanie to larad ; and 
Jacob called the place PemeL 

Q, How wa« Jacob received by fak b<oter ? 

A, ** Esau ran t» moefe hiip^ and enibra(»d hMii», and 
&U OB hia neck, and kissed hkn." 

q. What other macks of kindness did &««k gxle to 
JfHeob? 

w^ He aDcepied his. fveseat^f and ofi^ied to eiomri 
him on his joatnoy. This being dcdited^ Eon fctutned 
to Momit Soii^ and Jacob prooeedod to Shoehtai. 

q. What was hia^fint care at Shcdma^ 

A. He bought a piece of ground^ nsd built nn litar 
to tiie Lord, and called it £l-el<te-IflraeL 

Q. What happened thane ? J 

A. Dinah, Jacob's daughter, was grossly^ huNdted by 
Hamor, prince of ShedMeni wherefore her brothers. 



* Gen. xxzii. 80. Hosea xii. 4. 

i In the Hasty where all important basiness begins with 
a pfeaeat, the r^ectioa of %wkL as offeriDg is ia4lcatiTe of 
displeasare. 

X Gen. xxxiiit 19. 'kitHJtah^ here translated yMCfs ^ aioaeyv 
signifies a Zomfry and was probabl^ra qoin bearhig that iaipres- 
sion ; silver being used as a eirculatiag medlim ia the da^s of 
Abraham.— See ebap« xxtii. 16, 16. The earliest coias appear 
to baife been stamped with the figures of aoimals, whose valae 
perhaps they represented* Hence oftsy riehes, baa been 
derived from or«i, sheep ; and PtfoaiM, moneyt from Pmns, 
cattle, in which the wealth of the early ages ooaaiUed. . 
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falling upon the city by surprise^ cut off all tbe males, 
and seized the spoil 

Q, Did the neigfabonring tribes avenge this ontrage r 

^. No : the terror of God restrained them. 

Q. Did Jacob continue at Shechem ? 

j4. No : God appeared to him, and commanded him 
to go to Beth-El and perform his vow. 

Q. What did the patriarch enjoin to the members of 
his family previons to this solemnity ? 

j4. He commanded them to put away their false 
gods, to purify themselves, and to change their raiment. 

Q, What was the purification enjoined ? 

j4. Ablution,^ a ceremony analogous to baptism, and 
typical of regeneration and sanctification.t 

Q. Of what was the changing of garments typical ? 

j4. Of putting on holiness ?t 

Q. What becamelqf the strange gods ? 

j4. Jacob buried them under an oak. 

Q. What happened at Bethel? 

j4, Deborah, Rebekah*s nurse, died, and was buried 
there under an oak.§ 

* This ingtitation, common to almost all the famoas nations 
of antiqnity, still holds au important place in tbe religion of 
the Mohammedans and Hindns. 

1 1 Cor. vi. 11. Eph. v. 26. 

X Eecles. ix. 8. Rev. iii. 4, 5. Tii. 14. 

^ In the earliest ages of the world, Oaks were always resorted 
to on sacred occasions. Scriptore notices several instances of 
this kind : hence it is not snrprising that they were held in 
great veneration by tbe pagan nations. The Dmids, or Oak 
prophets of Britain, are famons in history. 
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Q. What resulted to Jacob from the discharge of his vow ? 

^. God appeared to him and renewed the promise 
made to his father. This event Jatcob commemorated 
by erecting a pillar and pouring a drink offisring and ml 
thereon. 

Q. Whither did he go on leaving Bethel ? 

ji. Towards J^hrath or Bethlehem ; but before his 
arrival thither, Rachel died, after giving birth to Ben> 
jamin, Jacob's youngest son. 

Q, What proof of fraternal affection did Esau give to 
Jacob during his residence in Canaan } 

A. He fixed his abode near him ; and when the land 
could no longer maintain their immense flocks, Esau 
returned again to Seir, with his family, servants, and all 
his substance. 

Q. To which of his sons vras Jacob particularly 
attached } 

A. To Joseph : for whom he made a coat of many 
colours."* 

Q. What was the consequence of this partiality ? 

A. His brethren ''hated him, and could not speak 
peaceably unto him.** 

Q. What remarkable dreams had Joseph ? . 

A. He dreamed that whilst he and his brethren were 
binding sheaves together in the field, his sheaf arose and 
stood upright, while theirs stood about and made obei- 
sance. He dreamed also that the sun^ moon, and 
eleven stars made obeisance to him. 

* This was a mark of distinction. 
f2 
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Q. What effect bad the relation of these dreams upon 
his brethren ? 

A. '^ They hated him yet the more ;" and at length 
conspired his death. 

Q, Did they find opportunity to gratify their maliee > 

A. Yes : whilst they fed their iloeks 

A. M. 2274« at a considerable distance from the resi- 

B. C. 1730. dence of their father^* Joseph, then 

seventeen years of age> was sent to inquire 
after their welfare. But they no sooner 
saw him, than they proposed to take away 
his life. 
Q, How was this design frustrated ? 
A, Reuben, anxious to save and restore him to Jacob, 
proposed to cast him into a pit and leave him there ; 
and with lliis advice, having first stripped off his coat of 
many colours, they complied. 

Q, How did they subsequently dispose of him ? 
A, His brethren, who had sat down to eat bread, 
seeing a caravan of IshmaeHte Arabs coming from 
Gilead, ** with their camels bearing spicery, and baJm 
and myrrh, going to carry it down to Egypt,"+ hastily 
adopted a proposal of Judah's, and sold him in the 
absence of Reuben to these merchants. 

Q. How did they impose upon their father > 



* They travelled np and down witU their flocks in search of 
pasturage. 

t This is the earliest notice of traffic in the productions ot 
India. 
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A, They carried him Joseph's coat dipped in the 
blood of a kid \ at which sights inferring that Joseph 
was slain by a wild beast^ '' he rent his clodies, and pnt 
sackcloth npon his loinsi and mourned many days/' 
sayings *^ I will go down into the grate mnto my son 
monming." 

Q. What became of Joseph ? 

A, He was sold to Podphar^ captain of the gnard* to 
Pharaoh king of Egypt, who treated him wil^ great 
kindness \ for the Lord gave him graee in the eyes of 
his master^ with whom he dwelt about ten years. 

Q. Did this kindness continue ? 

A^ No : Joseph being accused by his master's wife, 
was cast into prison. 

Q. Did he sufier much in his imprisonment \ , 

A, No : the Lord gave him grace in the eyes of the 
keeper, who committed the other prisoners to the charge 
of Joseph. 

Q. What happened in the prison ? 

A» The bvtier and baker of Pharaoh having offended 
their master, were committed to prison^ where each of 
them had a drenn. The butler dreamed that he saw a 
vine with three branches, from which he plucked ripe 
grapes ^ and having pressed them into Pharaoh's cup, 
delivered it into his hand. The bakec dreamed that he 
had three white baskets on his head, filled with 



* Sar ha-tabachim, chief of the slayers; probably a man that 
acted in a capacity similar to ttiat of Benaiab's under king 
Solomon. 
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confectionary for Pharaoh^ and that birds deyonr- 
ed it. 

Q. Who explained these dreams ? 

A. Joseph 3 who foretold thereby the restoration of 
the butler to favoar, and the condemnation of the 
baker. 

Q. What request did Joseph make to the butler ? 

A. That his case might be made known to the king. 

Q. Did the events predicted by Joseph come to pass ? 

A, Yes : on Pharaoh's birth-day,^ which happened 
three days after^ the king made a feast to all his ser- 
vants, and restored the butler to his office, bnt the chief 
baker he hanged. 

Q, Did the butler remember Joseph ? 

A. No ; he forgot him : and Joseph remained two 
years longer in prison. 

Q. What happened in Canaan abovt 

A. M. 2287. this time ? 

B. C. J 71 7. A. Isaac died at the age of one hnn- 

. dred and eighty years, and was buried by 
Esau and Jacob. 
Q. What circumstance occurred to procure Joseph's 
deliveranoe from prison ? 

A. Pharaoh having dreamed two dreams, which none 
of the magicians or wise men could interpret, the butler, 
remembering Joseph, named him to the king, who 
immediately sent for him. 

Q. What were Pharaoh's dreams ? 

* ThU is the first notice of the observation of a birthday. 
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A, He first dreamed thitt be'sair seven -fat kine arise 
oat of the river 3^ that whilst they were feeding in the 
neighboming meadows^ seven ilKfevoured and lean- 
fleshed kine arose al^ out of the river and devoured 
them. On sleeping again^ he dreamed that seven ears 
of com, rank and good, came up on one stalk, bnt were 
presently devoured by seven thin ears which came nj^ 
after them. 

Q. Did Joseph interpret these dreams \ 

A, Yes ; and Pharaoh, pleased with the spirit of 
wisdom manifested in him, raised him at once to the 
highest dignity in his kingdom, and confided to him the 
execution of the counsel he had givi»i. • > 

Q. What other marks of distinction did he confer on him ? 

A. He caused him to be dothed in line linen, put a gold 
chain about his neck, gave him his own ring,t<uid married 
him to Asenath,^ daughter of P6tipherah, priest of On.|| 

* *' At Molubis, on the east bank of the Nile, I observed a 
cattle fair. Several buffaloes were swimming from the opp6* 
site side, across the water. Their emerging brought to mind 
the passage Gen. xli. i. 2. Behold, he stood by the river; and be* 
hold, there came up otdqfthe river, seven well-favoured kine and fat 
fieshed ; and they fed in a meadow. Tt was the very scene, and 
the very country.'' — Rev. W, JowettU Cbrisl^ fiesearcfa. 

t This was in all probability the seal usually affixed to the 
royal decrees. — See Esther iii. 10, 12. 

§ Joseph was ennobled by this marriage ; for the priests In 
early ages were .the most distinguished eUss^f thecommnntty, 
and enjoyed extraordinary privileges. * The offices, of king an^ 
priest were not onfre(|nently united in one perion, aa appears 
botti from sacred and profane, history. 

H The Heliopolis, or City of the Snn,of .the^Septuagiut. The 
Canaanites had a city of a siMiUar name, BeUiBheoiesli>>(he 
HoQsc or Temple of the Sun. . > 
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• Q, Had he any chikireB by AbetnAk } 

A» Yes; Epkraim and Mana^^eb^ wbtf weie bam 
before the oMuneDeeifcient of the iMttine* 

^ How did Joee^ begin bis adminif tratioii ? 

A, By nakiDg a lejor tkrongb £gypt>* and ordering 
onfr-fifth of tlie produce^ during the seven years of plenty, 
to be taken np for the k bg^ and secnred ia storeAi^vees 
against the years of famine. 

Q. Did the famine take plaee at the time predated \ 

A^ Yes ; and Egypt ^d all the a^arent cennftriea 
were grieYOUffly afflicted by it 

^ Where (Ud the people of, these c^nnlries pretfvTe 
com during the famine ? 

A. Ytmsk £gyptr where Josepb had laid up immense 
qnntities dnring the seven years of plebty. 

^. To what circnmstaaee did this lead? 

A, To the fulfilment of Joseph's dreams : for his 
brethren went down to Egypt to buy com^ *' and bowed 
down themselves before him with their foces to the 
earth ;** but they knew him not* 

Q. Did Joseph make himself known to them > 

A. At first he alarmed them exceedingly^ by his 
apparently rough and suspicions behaviour ; but before 
their departure from Egypt the second time, he made 
himself known to them.f 

^Tbe iucoeM of agricultnve in Egypt depends on the ovcr- 
flowiDg of the Nile, which U «aa«ed by the pcriodreal rains in 
Abyssinia. Thli annaal ioandiitioa renders Egypt one of the 
most fertile countries in the world, especially in com. 

t The deeply Interesting story of Joseph and his brethren 
mast be read In detail. To abridge it is to destroy its simpli- 
city and beaoty. 



Q. How were they aftcted at the disoeYory ? 

^. /'They could not answer htm j^ kk they imre ison*. 
bled at his psesence/' 

Q. How did he disBipate I3mr fears? 

A, He extenuated their crime« jiesuSidi^ it into the 
IWideoee af €bd^ vho thetd^y designed to preeenpe 
their fives : and as the funine was to last ftviB yeavt 
i o aywr, he bade them dqiart in haiolte to Canaan, and 
bnng 4ewn, iacfdi and all his family aad snbfttanoe lo 
Egypt. 

Q. How did Pharaoh act on learning that JosepVa 
brethren wer« in Egypt? 

^. He repeated Joseph's invitation, and ord^ed tiial 
wagons also should be snppMed to fiicifitate tbe.oQn- 
Tcyance of Jacob's £uaily. 

Q. How did Joseph shew his oespect to his bnethieca } 

A, By giving to each a change of raiment ^* ** bet to 
Benjamin he gave three hundred pdecea of silver, ^nd 
five changes of raiment.** 

Q. How did Jie shew his regevd ti) hia;fa4her ) 

A. lie seiit him ^ten :aases laden with 4he good 
thmgs of Egypt, and ten she-asses laden with com 
biead aad nmat <^ his &£bi^s by tribe wey,*' 

9. What was hi^ parting edriee to them ? 

A. ^iSeeOstye fiaHinAtoutby tbaimy/* 



* To give '< changes of raiment" is still a eaMemia 4#i«,hy 
iddoh men of rank honoor itheir ,gMe«ts. SeT«r al intimations 
ofthifl pnetioB ocenr inacripABxe. JiiM^4^v. IS, 19. Jialt* 
xxii. 11, 12. Rev. Ui. ff. ▼!. 11. 
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Q, How was Jacob aflfeeted when his sods gave him 
an accoimt of iheir jonmey ? 

^, Jacob's heart fainted^ for he believed them not : 
but when he saw the waggons which Joseph had Bent 
for him^ hts spirit revived. 

A. M. 2297. Q. What was his principal care pre- 

B. C. 1707. ' vions to his going down to Egypt ? 

^. Toofibr at Beersheba, where he and his family 
halted^ sacrifioes to the God of his fathers. On this 
occasion the Lord appeared to him^ and assnred kim of 
his care and protection. 

Q, Of how many persons did Jacob s family consist 
at this time ? 

j4. Of seventy-five persons.* 

Q. What was Jacob's expression when he again 
beheld his long-lost son > 

j4, ''Now let me die, since 1 have seen thy face, 
because thon art yet alive." 

Q, Where did Pharaoh cause them to settle ? 

^. In Goshen, because of their occupation; for 
"every shepherd was an abomination to the £^;yp- 

tians/'t 

Q, How were the Egyptians snpjplied with com 
during the years of famine ? 

^. They purchased com out of the king's stores. 



* Ses Appendix E. 

t This may be awribed to the abhorred memory of the shep- 
herd kings ; or to religious proscriptions, sach as obtain among 
tbt Hindus. 
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Q, To what iieceQ3ity were they ultimately reduced ? 

^. To sell their cattle, land, aod every thing they 
bad. The priests, however, enjoyed. an exemption from 
these privations, having a portion assigned to them 
by Pharaoh. 

Q. How long did Jacob live in Egypt? 

A. M. 2314. j4. Seventeen years. 

B. C. 1690. Q. What oath did he exact of Joseph 

when on his deatk*bed ? 

A. That he would bnry him in Canaan. 

Q, Who accompanied Joseph in a subsequent visit to 
his sick father ? > 

j4. His sons Ephraira and Manasseh, whom Jaoob 
blessed^ saying, " God, before whom my fathers Abraham 
and Isaac did walk, the God which fed me all my life 
long unto this day, the Angel which redeemed me from 
an evil, bless the lads ; and let my name benftmed on 
them, and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac 5 
and let them gro^ into a piultitude in the midst of 
the earth.*' 

Q. What followed this interview ? 

J/. Jacob, calling his sons together, informed them, 
by the spirit of prophecy, of what should befid their 
posterity in the last days : and then, having strictly 
charged them to bury him with his fathers, the aged 
patriarch yielded up the ghost, and was gathered to 
his people. 

Q, What remarkable prediction did he deliver con- 
cerning Qhrist ? 

A, '* The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a 
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lawgiver from between his feet, nntil Shiloh come;^ 
and unto him shall the gathering of the people be/* 

Q. Was Jacob's body buried immediately ? 

A. No : the process of embalming^f and the mooming, 

^ Tbift prophecy implies the political extinction of all the 
other tribes, anterior to the Adveot of the Messiah. The ten 
tribes were carried captive by Shalmaneser ; and soon after 
the restoration from the Babylonish Captivity, the tribe of 
Benjamin was blended with that of Jndah, which alone existed 
an a state, at the period of the Saviour'it birth. After the 
crucifixion of Christ, and the preaching of the cross among 
the Gentiles, the Jewish state was overturned by the Roman 
arms ; and thus the fact of Messiah's appearance is demon- 
strated to the Jews, who all admit that Shiloh means the 
Messiah. — See Bp. Newton on the Prophecies, Dissert, iv. 

t From Herodotus, Diodorus, and other ancient authors, the 
particulars of this process have been collected by various 
commentators. There were different modes of performing it, 
tome more, some less expensive. The body was first carried 
to the undertaker, who made the coffin, the upper part of 
which represented the person whose body it was designed to 
contain : and, if a person of distinction, it was generally 
adorned with paintings and embellishments suitable to Us 
ranlL. The coffins brought of late years to England, prove the 
accuracy of this description. The figures which decorate the 
inner coffins, inside and out, refer to their mythology. After 
the body was returned by the undertaker, an incision was 
made in the left side, and all the intestines, the heart and 
kidneys excepted, being extracted, were washed in strong 
and binding drugs. Tlie brain was drawn from the head, 
which was afterwards filled with spices. The body was then 
anointed with strong aromatic oils. This process appears to 
liave occupied forty days, Oen. 1. 3. after which it lay thirty 
days in nitre, making, in all, the seventy days spoken of by 
Moses. It was then washed, and swathed in linen bandages 
dipped in nyrrb and some glutinous preparation i and lastly. 
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took up seventy days; after which it was taken .to 
Canaan by Joseph and his brethren, accompanied by all 
the servants and elders of Pharaoh, and other principal 
m^n of Egypt. At the threshing-floor of Atad the pro- 
cession halted, and for seven days monmed for Jacobs 
''with so great and sore a lamentation,"* that the pbce 
was afterwards called Abel-mizraim, — ^the monming of 
the Egyptians. They then proceeded to the cave of 
Machpelah, before Mamre, and there they buried 
him. 

Q. By what were Jacob's sons disquieted after the 
death of their father ? • 

^. By the recollection of their cruelty to Joseph, 
whose resentment they apprehended. They therefore 
sent a messenger to him, saying, " Thy father did com- 
mand before he died, saying. So shall ye say unto Joseph, 
Forgive, I pray thee now, the trespass of thy brethren, 
and their sin : for they did unto thee evil : and now, we 
pray thee, forgive the trespass of the servants' of the 
God of thy father." 

Q, How did Joseph reply ? 

^. He said unto them, '' Fear ye not : I will nourish 
you, and your little ones. And he comforted them, and 
spake kindly unto them.'* 

was coanigned to the coffin, which was sometimeft kept at 
home, and sometimes depo&ited in a tomb. Of the efficacy of 
the means thus adopted, the appearance of bodies almost in a 
perfect state, after a lapse of centuries, if not thousands of 
years, is the most convincing proof. 
* See Appendix F. 
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Q. Hovtr long did Joseph smrive hu father } 
A. nfty-fonr years : be died at the age of one han- 
dred and ten years, hating governed Egypt eighty years. 

Q. What oath did he exact of the 

A. M. 2367. children of Israel when he was dying ? 

B. C. 1637. A. Being assured that God wonld visit 

them^ he made them sware to carry his 
bones ftrom Egypt at their departure. 

§. What was done with Joseph's body ? 

A, It was embalmed and put into a coffin in Egypt.* 

Q. What circumstance occurred to alter the condition 
of the Israelites ? 

A, A prince succeeded to the throne who respect^ 
not Joseph jt and he^ fearing their rebellion and escape^ 
condemned them to slavery^ and '* made their lives bitter 
with hard bondage, in morter and in brick, and in all 
manner of service in the field." 

Q. What cities did they build for Pharaoh ? 

A. Pithom and Raamses.:}: 



* According to the LXX. Joseph was placed in a Soros, a 
large stone coffin, such as was used only for perf ons of very 
eminent rank. Several ceffins of this kind may be seen id the 
British Masenm. 

t The Hebrew yada is rendered, Exod. ii. 2&. '' to hate 
respect unto." 

X *' At one place the people were making bricks, withstraipr 
cot into small pieces, and mingled with the clay to bind it. 
They were, in short, engaged exactly as the Israelites used to 
be, making bricks with straw ; and for a similar purpose — to 
boild extensive granaries for the Bashaw : treasure cities for 
Pharaoh. Exod. i, 11/'— Rev. W. JowBTt'i Christ. Research. 
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Q, Had this cruel treatm^t the desired efktt ^ 
j4. No: the more they were afflicted, the more they 
multiplied and grew. Wherefore, to prevent their 
rapid increase, Pharaoh ordered that every male child 

• 

shonld be cast into the Nile ; "which sangtdnar^ edict, 
however, seems to have been generally evaded. ' 

Q, What occupation was frequently 

A. M. 2432. undertaken by women of rank, at this 

B. C. 1 572. period of the world ? 

^. The washing of the' linen of the 
family :* for this purpose they usually resorted to the 
neighbouring rivers and fountains. 

Q. What happened' on an occasion of this kind I 

A. The daughter of Pharaoh, passing with'her maidens 
along the sid^ of the river, discovered among the flags 
an ark,t contsdning a little child, whose limping excited 
her compassion. She therefore adopted him, and called 
his name Moses. 

§. By whom was the child nursed ? 

A, By his mother, whom the princess engaged, being 
ignorant of the relationship between them. 

• Thti practice is notlc'ed in the sixth book of the Odyssey* 
Nansicaa, daughter of the king of Phaeacia, proceeds with h«r 
maideoa to the beach to wash the linen of the family : and 
while thus engaged, Ulysses is cast on the shore. 

\ The mud of the Nile, which is still used by the Egyptians 
in tiie constrnction of their boats, is '' rich and slimy, and, 
when dry, so firm and impervious, that, together with the 
strong reed that grows on the banks, it is easy to conceive how 
the mother of Moses constructed a little ark."— Rey. W. 
Jowbtt's Christ. Research. 

c 2 
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Q. Who were the parenU of Moses } ' 
. A, A|D|ram, th^ son of Kohatb, liie 9011 of Levi, was 
his father; aqd Jochebed, the sister of Kohath, his 
mother, 

(Q. flow many children hfid they besides Moses } 

A, Two: Miriam and Aaron: the latter was born 
three years before Moses.* 

Q. Why wfM Moses ^xpo^ on the Nile by his parents ? 

A. He was concealed for three mo^iths after h|s birth, 
to evade the bloody mandate of t|^ king \ bat a longer 
continuance of this secre^ b^ipg impracticable^ his 
parents, resolved never to obey the iphaman decree,! 
cast him thus on the providence of God. 

^ How long did Moses reside in Egypt ? 

A^. i|e dwelt fhere forty years ;^ and was educated in 
all. the learning of the country. 

Q, W^ he captivated by the wealth ai^d honours that 
awaited him ? 

A, No : by faith /' hq refus^. to be called the son of 
Pi^aoh*s daughter > cljiopsing rather to suffer affliction 
with the people of God, than to enjoy, the pleasures of 
sin for a season 3 esteeming the reproach of Christ 
greater riches than the treasures in Egypt : for be 
had respect unto the recompense of the reward." 

* Exod. vii. 7. 

tHcb. xi. 2^. ^^They were not afraid of Uie king's com- 
mandment." 

tTradition aiicribes many heroic exploits to Moses dnriogbis 
residence in Egypt ; and in Acts vii. 22. he is said to have 
heen '< mighty in words and in deeds." 



^. By what 4ct di4 bj^ideiitily Ms opaditioyi with 
that of his brethren ? 

A. Seeing an Egyptian smitisg 9^ Hehffm, M ii^er- 
fered and slew im : ^^ Cnt' h9 si^q^osed his brethren 
THMdd hanre undsis^odd Jio# that God hy bis band wppld 
deliver thm : bat they understood not/'^ 

' Q.' IM the Isra^litM ackno^wMgo hip authority } 

A. No : for on the foUowi^ day* endeavouring to i«- 
concile two Hebrews^ whom he found striving Ic^fsAer, 
the aggveasor not only refused Us.medii^ion^ but re- 
proached him with killing the Egyptian. 

Q. WhatoDesulted fcqm tbJk9 ^ 

^. Conclading that this cimunstance vraa g^n^fallj 
known, he fled from £gyp^> to avoid the iFeogesnico of 
Pharaohy and took refuge in the land of Midiiw* Thfre 
heeagaged himself to Jetiuoti, the.pfiest qr prinoetioif th^ 
coontry, who gave him Zippittah his daughter to wif^- 

Q, How many chUdren were bom to hiu^ thor^ ^ . 

A. Two: Gershom and Eliezer. . . .. ,. . 

Q. What ocicn^rod to Mo«ea in his 

A. M. 25 1 1 . eightieth year > 

B. C. 149a. A. Having led the floqk of Jejfchrp to 

the back of Ihodssart, tP. Horeb the 
Mount of God,t the angel of the Lord appeared to him 
in a flame of fire, in the midst of the bash. 



* From Acts vii. 25. the call of Moaes to bi^ high office, 
while y^ in Eggypt, ij^ ciftarlyd^moustrablet 

f Hqreb was unqjUeationajt^lx called the Monnt of Qod, from 
the displays there made of the Divine Glory. 
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Q. How was he commaBded to do reverence on dus 
awful occasion ? 

A. By putting off his shoes.* 

Q. How did God reveal himself to him ? 

A. As the God of his father^ the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.t And the Lord 
said nnto him, *' I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thon 
mayest bring forth my pec^k the children of Israel out 
of %ypt. • 

Q. What remarkable inquiry did Moses make on this 
occasion ? 

A. He asked what reply should be given to the 
Israelites when they inquired the name of the God of 
their fathers \ and he was commanded to say unto them, 
'* I AM hath sent me unto you \"\ and, ''The Lord God 
of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob, hath sent me nnto yon : this is 
my name for ever, and this is my memorial nnto all 
generations/* 

Q. How did Moses undertake the duty thus devolved 
upon him? 

A» Very reluctantly: therefore, to encourage him, 
he was empowered to work several miracles to evidence 



* The oriental mode of expressing reverence. 

t This declaration was urged with overwhelming force by 
i Saviour against the Sadduces, who denied the fntnre 
tate. Lake zx. 27 — S8. 

X The originali <' I WILL BE hath sent me nnto yon/' is 
considered as a sublime indication of the incomprehensibility 
and eternity of God. 
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the divine authority of his mission^ was Msured that 
the men who sought his life were dead ; and was plro- 
mised the assistance of Aaron his brother. 

Q. Where did he meet with his brother ? 

j4. In Horeb; whither Aaron had gone by Divine 
direction j and they went together to Egypt. 

Q, How were they received by their brethren' ? 

j4. The Israelites^ convinced by the' miracles they 
wronght^ believed : and when they heard that' the Lord 
had looked on their a£9iction, they bowed tbeir headl- 
and worshipped. ' -^ 

Q. What miracles were wrought by Moses on this 
occasion > » .'. 

^. Having cast his rod npon lihe ground, it became 
a sekpent; but being seized by the tail, becam'd' a'rod 
again.* tifis hand being put into his bosom; becataie 
leprous ^t but on repeating this, it' was restored.* And 
some of the water of the river l)eing poured upon* Che ' 

* • • 

earth became blood. 

Q. How did Moses and A^ron open their Commission 
to Pharaoh? ' 

Q. They said unto him, ^'Thus saith the Dokd God 

of Israel, Let my people go, that they may hold a'fea^t 

unto me in the wilderness :"X but Pharaoh treated their 

• I . i ' > I . • % 

* This is usa^lty considered fu the origin of the TItyr;biM of 
Bacchus, and of the Caduceus, or divining rod of Mercury. 

f The leprosy, an obstioate cutaneoasdl^ease, was supposed 
to be a special inflietipn of t^e gods^ by whopi alone it ponld 
be removed. 2 King^ v. 7, 

X The religious feasts of ancient days were freqjuented by 
tlioasands of people ; r^'.d consequently Pharaoh was not sur- 
prised at Uiis request. 
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message with contempt, and ordered his senrants to 
deal more rigoronsly with the Israelites.* 

Q. How did they endure this seventy ? 

^. Haying in vain appealed to Pharaoh, they mnr- 
mnred bitterly against Moses and Aaron. 

Q. What was the religious state of the Hebrews at 
this period ? ^ 

ji. They had forsaken the trae God for the gods of 
the land;t and, rather than depend on the arm of 
Jehovah, preferred their slavery in Egypt. 

Q. How were Moses and Aaron encouraged nnder 
these unfavourable appearances ? 

^. They believed in God, who assured them of the 
deliverance of Israel, after He had smitten Egypt with 
aU his wonders. ''And Moses spake so unto the children 
of Israel : but they hearkened not for anguish of spirit, 
and for cnruel bondage.'* 

Q. What means were subsequently used with Pharaoh ? 

^, Moses and Aaron again went to him ; and being 
asked for^a miracle, Aaron cast down hb rod, which 
became a serpent. The magicians Jannes and Jam- 
bret,t however, did the same with their enchantments, 
but Aaron's rod swallowed up their rods. 

Q. What resulted from Pharaoh's onbelief ? 

yi. The Lord hardened his heart, and he refused to 
let the people go. Wherefore the Lord smote l^^t 

*Tliey were compelled not only to make the nsnal tale of 
bricks, but to find the materials, Exod. ▼. 7, 6. 
t Exod. ziv. 11, 12. Josh. xxiv. 14. Ezek. zx. 0, 7, 8. 
i 2 Timothy iii. 8. 
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with ten plagues^-idl the waters of "Egypt became blood* 
— frogs infested the houses, beds, ovens, and kneading 
troughs, thronghont the land — all the dust of the land 
became lice upon man, and npoh beast — ^swarms of 
ffiesf were sent, which devoured the Egyptians — ^all the 
cattle died$ — ^all the people, and the magicians also, 
were smitten with sore boils — a dreadful storm of 
thunder and hail was sent, which smote all that was in 
the field, both man and beast, and every herb and eveiy 
tree — ^locusts § of an extraordinary kind followed, and 
ate up every thing which the hail had left — a darkness 
that might be felt, confined the Egyptians to their 
dwellings for three days — and lastly, all the first bom of 
man, and of beast, were slain. 

Q. What tended materially to harden Pharaoh ? 

j4. The imitation of the circumstances of the first and 
second plagues, by the magicians. 

Q. Was the whole land of Egypt exposed to these 
awful visitations > 

*Thls not on]y exposed them to severe physicaKsuffering, 
but interrupted their religious duties, of which ablation was 
an important part. 

f Psalm Izzviii. 46. the ZImb, described iu Bruc^r's Travels, 
Toi. iL was no doubt one of the ** divers sorts of flies," which 
troubled Egypt. 

t This murrain, by destroying the gods of Egypt, would 
consequently alarm the people for their own safety. 

^See Appendix G. Several particulars relative to the 
plagues of Egypt occur in Psalms Ixxvlii. cv. They appear to 
have produced, in some instances, a salutary effect; for 
among the servants of Pharaoh there were some that feared 
the Lord. Exod. ix. 25. 
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^. No : the land of Goshen^ where the bradites 
dwelt, was exempt; that the Egyptians ipight know 
that the Lord made a difference between them and the 
Israelites. 

Q. By what was the infliction of the hist plague 
preceded ? 

^, The last appHcation- was made to Pharaoh by 
Moses, who foretold him the awful consequences which 
trould follow a refusal. The passoyek was then insti- 
tuted, and the Israelites instructed how to obserre it as 
an everlasting memorial of -their deliverance. 

Q. What was the victim slaughtered on this occasion ? 

^, A lamb without blemish, a male of the first vear. 

Q. What became of it ? 

j4. The Uood was sprinkled with hyssop on the door- 
posts and lintels, that tlie angel of the Lord might pass 
OVER every house on which it was. The flesh was 
roasted, and eaten with unleaveoed bread and bitter 
herbs, by a sufficient number of individuals collected 
together into one house for that purpose. Not a bone 
of it was broken ; and whatever remained of it, was 
immediately burnt to prevent its corruption. 

Q. In what manner were the Israelites to eat it ? 

j4. With their loins girded,* their shoes on their 
feet, their staves in their hands, and in great haste. 

* In the east they Wear an upper garment of extraordinary 
l^ngtb, called a hyke. From the use to which the Arabs apply 
it — as a cohering for their beds, and as a wrapper for large 
hardens^ it is supposed to resemble those worn by the Israel- 
ites. Exod. xil. 34. Dent xxiv. 13. " The person who wears 
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Q. How long were the Israelites to eat anleaTened 
bread ? 

^. Seven days : no leavened bread was to be found 
in their houses from the' fourteenth day at even, to the 
one and twentieth day at even ; to remind them under - 
what circumstances their fathers left Egfpt ; for ''they 
baked unleavened cakes of the dough which they brought 
forth oat of Egypt, for it was not leavened ; because 
they were thrust out of Egypt, and could not tarry, 
neither had* they prepared for themselves any victual.'* 

Q. Of what was the paschal lamb a type } 

A. Of Christ the true passover : " Christ our pas- 
sover is sacrificed for us."* 

Q, To whom was the participation of the paschal 
lamb restricted ? 

j4. To the Israelites, and to those strangers^ ^Vho, 
receiving the seal of the Abrahamic covenant^ became 
proselytes to the Jewish £uth: thus shadowing forth 
that believers only, who constitute the true Israel, are 
partakers of the benefits resulting from the death of 

Jesns. ' 

i^. At what season of the year did this take place ? 
A. At its first celebration it began on the tenth. 



it is every moment obliged to tnck it up, and fold It anew 
around the body. This shews Uie great use of a girdle when- 
ever they are engaged in any active employment, and the 
force of the Scripture injunction alluding to it, of haioing the 
toinsgirdedf In order to set aboat it.''--HoRNE*8 Introd. vol. iii. 

• I Cor. V. T. PBalm tvi. 16. John Rix. S». Heb. ix. 14. 

H 
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« 



but ever after on the foorteenth day of Abib> in the 
spring* of the year^ which was made to commence at 
Ihat period. 

Q, How long had Israel sojonmed in the land of 
Egypt? 

A. Two hundred and fifteen year8.t 



CHAPTER IV. 

From the Exodu$ to the Death of Moses, 

Q, How did Jehovah deliver his people ? 

A. With a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. 

*The Jews still observe this festival at the proper seasoo of 
the yen^—onr Easter, when Christians commemorate the 
tme pas sover. It is called the Paschal feast, from pa$ack, he 
PASSES OVER : bat in England, the pagan appellation gtvep 
by oar ancestors to April, is still retained ; afibrdiog, with 
several other circamstances, a strong proof of the reluctance 
with which idolatry retreated before Christianity, owin|^ to 
the temporizing policy of the Romish clergy. At this season 
of the year, a great feast was held in honour of Aestar, a Saxon 
goddess, who appears to have been the same as the Astarte 
of the Phcenician idolatry ; therefore April was called Eaitter. 
month. — See Gale's Conrt of the Gentiles, part i. b, ii. c. 2. 

t Exod. xiL 40, 41. says, " four hundred and thirty years :'^ 
bat the Samaritan version solven the difficulty : ** Now the 
sojoaming of the children of Israel, and of their faihert^ who 
dwelt in the land of Canaan, and in the land of Egypt, was foor 
hundred and thirty yearit."— See Chronological Table, No. 2. 
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For at midnight, on the fourteenth day of the month, 
while the Israelites, having celebrated the passorer, 
stood ready to depart, Jehoyah smote all the first-bont 
of men and of beasts,* thronglioat all the land of Egypt. 
'* And Pharaoh rose np in the night, he and all his ser- 
vants, and all the Egyptians ; and there was a great cry 
in Egypt ; for there was not a honse where there was 
not one dead. And he called for Moses and Aaron by 
night, and said. Rise up, and get yon forth from among 
my people, both ye and the children of Israel ; and go, 
serve the Lord, as ye have said. Also take yonr flocks 
and yonr herds, as ye have said, and be gone ; and bless 
me also." 

Q. Did they depart at the king*8 request ? 

A. Yes : they set oat immediately, because the 
Egyptians were urgent upon them 5 " for they said. We 
be all dead men.'* ''And Moses took the bones of 
Joseph with him.'* 

Q. What was the number of the Israelites at their 
Exodus from Egypt ? 

^. Six hundred dionsand men, — ^besides women and 
children. 

Q, In what conctition did the Lord bring them ont of 

Egypt? 
A, " He brought them forthr with silverf and gold : 

*The gods of Egypt, upon whom the Lord executed jadg« 
ment, Numb, xxxiii. 4. were most probably the animals which 
the people worshipped. 

t Exod. xii. 35. might have been rendered ** And they asked 
of the Egyptians articles of silver, and articles of gold, and 
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and there was not one feeble person among their tribes/'* 

Q, Whither did they journey ? 

^. They journeyed from Rameses to Saccoth^ where 
they pitched their tents 3 '' and they took their journey 
from Snccoth^ and encamped in Etham, in the edge of 
the wilderness.'* 

Q, Was this their nearest route ? 

j^. No : the direct road to Canaan was through the 
land of the Philistines ; but the way of the wilderness 
of the Red Sea was chosen to avoid war, for which they 
were rendered nnfit by their bondage in Egypt. 

Q. How were they directed in their journey ? 

j4, "The Lord went before them by day in a pillar of 
a cloud j and by night, in a pillar of fire." 

Q. Whither did they journey from Etham ? 

j4. They turned and encamped before Pihahiroth, 
between Migdol and the sea, over against Baalzephon } 
this position being designed, under Divine direction, to 
inCituate and induce Pharaoh to pursue them. 

Q. Had it this effect ? 

A. Yes : the Egyptians had scarcely buried their first- 
born, when Pharaoh, regardless of the mighty works 
wrought in behalf of the Israelites, finding them en- 
tangled, and apparently without any means of escape^ 
pursued them with six hundred chosen chariots, all his 



raiment/'— The erection of the tabeniacle in the wildernesn, 
affords proof of the wealth which the Israelites carried away 
from Kgypty and also of tjie arts they hitd there learned. 
• Psalm cv. $7, 



y 
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luffseDoeoj* and aU his army^ and overtodL them en- 
camping by the sea. 

Q. Hofir did the Israelites behave on the .appea-vance 
^f this army? 

A. lliey cried to the Lord, bvt with great ftar and 
doubt 5 and at leo^h they accused Moses of bei^ the 
author of their ^fc^tuaes. Thus they provolced the 
Lord.t 

Q. How did Moses r€q[>ly to theqi ? 
. A. He said, '' Fear ye not, stand still, -and see rthe 
salvation of the Lorp, which he will shew tp you to-day 3 
for tl^ Egyptians whom ye have seen to-day> ye stk^U 
see them again no more for evw. The Lord shaU fight 
for yon, and ye shall hold your peace." 

<^. pid the Egyptians immediately fall upon the 
Israelites ? 

A. No : they were prevented by the darkness (^ 
the pillar of the cloud, which had removed from before 
Israel, and was interposed between the two camps. 

Q. By what miracle did the Lord rescue his chosen ? 

A, M. 2512. A, While the cloud enveloped the Egyp- 

B. C. 1492. tians in darkness, it gave light by night 
to Israeli in the mean time, Jehovah, by his mighty 
power, opened a passage for .his people through theJM 
Sea, whose waters formed a wall on the right hand and 



* Egypt was famous for cavalry ; and in after ages the Israel- 
ites often sought ai4 from thence on that account. Hence the 
reproofs of the prophets^ Isa. xxx. 16. — xxxi. 1, 3. Hos. xiv. 3. 

+ Psalm cvi. 7. ^ 

H 2 



7S flCSIPTUBE HISTOBT. 

on the leflt.* The Egyptians^ however^ followed them, 
but they were not permitted to get near them all the 
night. In the morning- watch the Lobd looked through 
the cloud and troubled their host : their chariot wheels 
came off^ and they were at the same time exposed t9 
an awful storm ;t and convinced at length that God 
fought for Israel^ they attempted to escape. 

Q, Did they succeed ? 

u4. No : for the Israelites had no sooner got over, 
than Moses was commanded to stretch out his hand over 
the sea, which at the break of day, returned to its 
strength, and covered the chariots and horses, and all 
the host of Pharaoh : " there remained not so much as 
one of them.**{ 

Q, Of what was the passage of the Red Sea typical ? 

^. Of baptism ; " And they were all baptized unto 
Moses, in the cloud and in the sea.*' 

Q, How did the Israelites celebrate this great de- 
liverance ? 



* Exod. xiT. 22. — XV. 8. Psalm Ixvi. 6. — Ixxviii. 13. 

f In Psalm Ixxvii. 15 — 20. Earthquakes, thnoder, lightning, 
and rain are mentioned. 

X The coniideration of this, and the other wonderful dis- 
plays oi Divine power in Egypt, in the wilderness, and in 
Canaan, often occupied the attention of the pious Jews, I'salm 
Ixvi. 5,6. — Ixxviii. 2 — 8. — cxlv. 4. Nehem. ix, 7 — 25. I>an. 
ix. 15. who learned thereby to *' set their hope in God," 
aod to look for a still greater, and a £nal deliverance froB 
tbeir spiritual enemies, Isa. li. 9 — 11. 

Sec Appendix H. 
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A, They song a triamphal hymn^ in which Miriam, 
the sister of Moses, and all the women joined with tim- 
brels and dances. 

9. Whither went the Israelites after leaving the 
RedSea> 

A, Into the wilderness of Shnr,* where they travelled 
three days without water. This, when fonnd, was so 
bitter, that they could not drink it ; therefore they mur- 
mured against Moses. 

Q. TVhat remedy was found for the waters ? 

A, Moses cried unto the Loud j and the Lord shewed 
i him a tree, which being cast into the waters, healed them. 

Q. Whither did they next travel ? 

A, To Elim, where were twelve wells of water, and 
ieventy palm trees. t 

Q. How many journeys did they mi&e during their 
I sojoam in the wilderness ? 

A, Two and forty, t 



I 



* See Appendix I. 

t Dr. Shaw, who visited this spot, found only nine of the 
wells, but the palm trees had increased to two thousand. 

Perhaps no tree is so generally useful as the palm or 
date tree. Many of the orientals subsist almost entirely upon 
its fruit ; with the stones they feed their camels ; of the leaves 
Uiey make baskets, bags, mats, and brushes; of the branches- 
cages and fences ; of the fibres of the leaves, and covering of 
the fruit— thread, ropes, and rigging; and the trunk they use 
for building. — See Milnb's Botan. Dick. The height, beauty, 
fertility, and perennial verdnre of this tree, afford a fine em- 
blem of a soul devoted to Oed. Psalm xcii. 12. 
\ Numbers xxziii. 
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Q. What happened at their seventh station^ — ^the 
wilderoess* of Sin ? 

u4. The congp'egation mnrmnred against Moses and 
/ Aaron^ saying, " Would to God we had died by the hand 
of the Lord in the land of Egypt^ when we sat by the 
flesh pots, and when we did eat bread to the foil > for 
ye have brought ns forth into this wilderness to kill this 
whole assembly with hunger.'* 

Q. To what is their frequent murmuring attributable } 

A, To unbelief: ''They believed not in God, and 
trusted not in his salvation/* 

(^, Did the Lord punish them for this ? 

A, No : he sent them food from heaven, and quails 
hi abundance, '* to prove them, whether they would walk 
in his law or no.** 

Q. What was the bread thus sent from heaven ? 

A. Moses describes it as a small round thing like 
coriander seed, of a white colour, and sweet like honey, 
but when baked tasting like fresh oil. David calls it 
** com of heaven,*' and " angels* food >*' but the Israelites 
called it manna. f 

Q. Uow often was the manna furnished ? 

A. Every day in the week, the sabbath J excepted, on 



^ * 'A wildeniesfl, or desert, i ometimes means nothing more 
tiuman nncnltUated spot of ground. 

4 Ezod. xvi. 15. *' Xbey ^aid one to another [man boa] what 
is this? for they itmetr wtt what; it was/' Hence it was called 
nanna. Comp. v. 15 with v. ai. 

X Exod. xvi. 22^30. This is the first notice of the sabbath 
ia sacred history, subsequent to its institution. It was or- 
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which account a doable portion was sent on the sixth 
day. This miraculous supply was continued daring 
forty yes^H, until they arrived on the borders of Canaan. 
To remind future generations of this signal providence, 
some of it, preserved in a golden pot, was laid up before 
the Testimony. 

Q. What were the Israelites to learn from this dis- 
pensation ? 

^. " That man doth not live by bread only, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord 
doth man live."* 

Q. Of whom was the manna typical.? 

A, Of Jesus, the bread of life, '' which jcame down 
from heaven."t 

Q. What occurred at Rephidim, the tentl^ station > 

yi. The congregation lacking water, tempted the Lord, 
and murmured against Moses. 

Q. How was this want supplied ? 

A. Moses, 'by God's command, smote the rock in 
Horeb with his rod, and forthwith water gushed out. 
But to record the sin of the people, he called the place 
Massah and Meribah.^ 

dained to the Israelites bef/of e the gtvlog of the law ; and the 
frequent declarations concerning its sanctity, show the care 
taken to prevent its infringement. In Isa. Ivi. 1— 7.— Iviii. 18, 
14. special promises are made to those who faitbfolly observe 
it: and in Jer. xvii. 19—27. severe judgments are denounced 
against those who dare to violate it. 

* Deut. viii. 3. Matt. iv. 4. 

t John vi.'41,48— 51. 

X Temptation and Contention. 
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Q. Did any other memorable circnmstance occur in 
Rephidim ? 

j4. Yes ; the Amalekites* came against Israel^ but were 
defeated by Joshua. On this occasion Moses went to the 
top of a hill with the rod of God in his hand : ''and when 
Moses held up his hand^ Israel prevailed ; and when be 
let down his hand^ Amalek prevailed/* Therefore Moses 
sat down^ and Aaron and Hur stayed up his hands until 
the going down of the sun ', and Joshua discomfited 
Aittakk with the edge of the sword. 

Q, To what was Amalek doomed for this offence ? 

j4. To utter extermination : and Moses, to comme- 
morate it, erected an altar, and called it Jehovah-nissi^ 
''The Lord my banner."t 

Q. By whom was Moses visited about this time ? 

j4. By Jethro, who brought him his wife and his two 
sons. And Moses told his father-in-law what the Lord 
had done to the Egyptians, " and Jethro rejoiced for all 
the goodness which the Loan had done to Israel." 

Q, What respectdid the elders of Israel show to Jethro? 

j4. They and Aaron assisted at his sacrifices, and ate 
bread with him before God4 

Q. What counsel did Jethro give to Moses ? 

^, Seeing him much fatigued with judging so great 
a multitude, he advised him, if agreeable to the will of 
God, to select out of all the people *' able men, such as 
feared God, men of truth, hating covetousness >" and to 

* Descendants of Amalek, i^^randson of Esan. Gen. xxxvt. 12. 

t See the crime and doom of Amalek, Exod. xvii. 8 — 16. 
Dent. xxr. 17 — 19. and the execution of the curse, 1 Sam. 
XV. 2—33. X See Note p. 50. 
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make them rulera of thousaDds, of bvnclreds, of M- 
ties^ and of tens 5 and to confide to them the adminia- 
tration of justice in all petty matters. Peicemng the 
exceDency of this method, Moses immediately adopted it 

Q, Whither did the Israelites jonmey from Bephidim ? 

^. To the wilderness of Sinai, where the Lord de» 
liverediiis law to Israel by his seryant Moses. 

Q. What preparations were made for this solemn event } 

A. The Israelites, reminded of past mercies, were 
assured that if they would keep the covenant of the 
Lord, they should be to him a peculiar tpeasnre^ "a king- 
dom of priests, and a holy nation." They were com- 
manded to sanctify themselves two days 5 and on the third 
day, at the sounding of the trumpet, to approach the bor- 
der of the mountain, but not to touch it on pain of death. 

Q, What took place on the third day } 

A. Sinai, shaking as by an eart)iquake, '^ burned with 
fire unto the midst of heaven, with darkness, clouds, and 
thick darkness," from whence issued a tremendous storm 
of thunder and hghtniag. Meanwhile the trumpet of 
God sounded, waxing louder and louder, and Jehovah, 
attended by thousands of saints and angels^* descended 
in flaming fire on the top -of the mount f 



• Psalm IxvKi. 17. Acts vii. 63. Gal. ill. 19. Heb. ii. 2. 
It is evident that the ministry of angels was employed on this 
occasipn, although Dr. Kennicott gives^ a very different, yet 
probably correct translation of Deut. xxxiii. 2. '< Jehovah 
came from Sinai,* and he arose upon them from Seir : he shone 
tbrth from monnt Paran, and he came from Meribab-Kadesh ; 
from Jiis right hand a. fire shone forth upon them.'' 

t Ezod. xix. 18,20. Deut. iv. 11. Heb. xiU 16. ^ 
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Q. What effect did thk manifestation of the Divine 
glory produce on Moses ? 

^. He said, " I exceedingly fear and qnake.**' 

Q. What followed this awfiil beginning ? 

j4. The priests and people at the foot of the moun- 
tain^ being warned against undae curiosity, the Lord 
proclaimed to them the ten commandments, ont of the 
midst of the fire. But the Israelites, overwhelmed with 
terror, withdrew from the mountain; and assoring 
Moses of their obedience to any law delivered by God to 
him, " intreated that the word should not be spoken to 
them any more/'t 

Q, What did the Lord say to Moses concerning their 
promised obedience ? 

^. He said, * I have heard the voice of this people, 
which they have spoken unto thee : Uiey have well said 
all that they have spoken. O that there were such a 
heart in them, that they would fear me, and keep all 
my commandments always, that it might be well witfc 
them, and with their children fisr ever !*' 

Q, What did the Israelites see on this occasion ? 

j4. " The glory of the Lord was like devouring fire oi . 
the top of the mount ;" but they saw no similiiude,:^ ^^ 
they might not attempt to liken the Deity to any visibl. 
object whatsoever. 

Q, What took place after they retired } 



• Heb. xii. 21. 

f Exod. XX. 10. Heb. xii. 10. 

X Tliat i», nothing which they coold represent by figures. 
Deut. iv, 10—19. 
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A^ The Lord delivered several reli^ons and political 
precepts to Moses, who first irehearsed them to the 
people^ and then wrote them in a book. 
Q. What was this body of laws termed ? 
A. The Covenant, or Testament 
Q. How was it dedicated ? 

A, The people having promised obedience to the law, 
''Moses took the blood of calves and of goats, with 
water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both 
the book, and all the people, saying. This is the blood 
of the testament which God hath injoined unto you."* 
Q. How was this code of laws divided ? 
A^ Into the moral law, or ten commandments ; and 
the ceremonial law, consisting of '' meats and drinks, 
and divers washings, and carnal ordinances, imposed 
ratil tiie time of reformation/'t 
Q. How was the moral law divided ? 
A, Into two tables 3 the first containing onr duty 
td God, in fonr -commandments 5 and the second, our 
doty to man, in six commandments. 
Q. R^ieat the ten commandments. 
A, I. Then shalt have no other gods before me. 
n. Tbon shalt not make unto thee any graven image, 
or asy likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or 
that is ia the earth beneath, or that is in the water 

• HA. ix. 19, 20. See also Exod, xxiv. 8—8. 
tHekiz. 10. The iimit of rrformatum^ was "the bringing 
■a «f & Wtter bope/' in the person of the adorable Redeemer, 
the Epistle to the Hebrews chap. i. to %. 



86 SCBIPTUBE HISTORY. 

under the earth 5 thoa shalt not bow down thyself to 
them, nor serre them : for I the Lord thy God am a 
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon tfie 
children nnto the third and fourth generation of them 
that hate me ; and shewing mercy unto thousands^ of 
them that love me, and keep my commandments. 

IIL Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy 
Crod in TBin ; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless 
that taketh his name in tain. 

IV. ^member the sabbathf day, to keep it lu^y. Six 
days riuik thou labour, and do all thy wiH-k : bat the 
seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God ; in it 
thou dialt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy 
dan^ter, thy man-servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor thy 
fMttle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates : for in 
six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, suid 
all that in them is, and rested the seventh day : where- 
fore the Lord blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it. t 

V. Honour thy £ither and thy mother : that thy days 
may be long upon the land which the Lord thy Giod 
giveth thee. 

* That if, auto tboosaods of generatioos, Dent. vU. 9. 

f Thif refers to the seventh day expressly : bat there were 
other sabbaths, see Lev. xxiii. 7, 8. where two sabbaths occur 
in seven days ; ▼. 24 — ^32, where the first and tenth days ef 
the seventh month are ordained perpetual sabbaths; and 
V. S4— -41, where the fifteenth and twenty-second of the same 
month, or first and eighth days of the feast of tabernacles are 
ordained sabbaths, '' besides the sabbaths of the Lord." v.S8. 

i Another reason is assigned in Dent. v. 16.<— their de- 
liverance from Egyptian bondage. 



SOmiPTUBE HI8T0BT.' 



VL Thou sbalt net kilL* 

Vn. Thou shalt not commit adultery.^ 

VIII. Thou Shalt not steal. 

IX* Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 
nei^ibour^ 

X. Thou shalt not oo^et thy neighbour's house i tfioa 
shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his man-ser^ 
vant, nor bis maid-servant, nor his ox, nor his a^s, nor 
any thing that is tjiy neighbour's. 

Q. What was the design of the cerenumial.law. ? 

^. To separate the Israelites firom, other nalions^t and 
to. shadow forth the Redeemer. X 

Q. What does the moral law reqmse ? 

^. The moral law, which, is holy, just, good, and spin 
ntnal,^ requises perfect obedience. § 

* For the Savioor's commeDton these commands^ see Matt.- 
f. 21—26, 27—32. 

f Pent. vii. 6. Ephes. ii. 14, 15. The Jewish church is 
frequently represented under the beautiful simile of a vine, 
brought from Egypt to Canean, where it was planted in- the 
mountain of God's inlieritance, Eiod. xv. 17. apd feqced 
sround, and waUed, to preserve it from ** the boar out of the 
wood/' and from ** the wild beast of the field." — See Psalm 
Ixxx. 8 — 16. Isaiah ▼. 1 — 7, to which there appears an evi- 
deot allusion in the parable of our Lord, Matt. xxi. SS^-^l. 

X Heb. X. 1. Coloss. ii. 16, 17. 

% Rom. vii. 12, 14. God's law being a transcript of himself, 
could not be otherwise. But of man's inability to keep it, in 
his natural state, we are assured by the scriptures, Psalm 
xiv. 2, S.— cxUii. 2.— cxxx. S. Rom. iii. 0—23. To multiply 
texts on this head would be endless: for the economy of 
grace is based on the fact, that *' all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God." 

§ Beat vi. 24, 25.— xxx. 9-*.14« Lev. xviii. 5. Ezek. iii. 21. 
Nehem. ix. 20« Rom, x. 5. 
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Q. What penalty was annexed to a breadi of the 
Mosaic law ? 

j4. Death, under two or three witnesses.^ 
Q. What followed the dedication of the covenant } 
A. Moses, by Divine command, took Aaron, Nadab, 
Abihn, and seventy of the elders with him up the moun- 
tain, where they saw the God of Israel, and did eat and 
drink.f 

Q, What particular honour was conferred upon Moses 1 
A. He was called up to the top of the mountain, into 
Ihe midst of the cloud which hovered over it : there he 
remained forty days and forty nights, and was instructed 
concerning the erection of the tabernacle, the various 
ceremonies connected with its service, the garments 
of the priests, &c. the men qualified for the work of 
the tabernacle were pointed out, and the observation of 
the sabbath again specially enjoined: after this the 
Lord delivered to him the ten commandments, written 
on two tables of 8tone4 During the whote^ of this pe- 
riod he neither ate nor drank. 

Q, Who administered justice during the absence of 
Moses? ^ 

A. Aaron and Hur.^ 

Q. Did the Israelites observe the covenant } 
A. No : forgetfiil of the Rock of their salvation, they 
prevailed on Aaron to make a molten calf j thus " changing 

* Dent. xyU. 6. Heb. x. 28. t See Note p. 60. 

X Exod. xxiv. 12, IS.—xxxii. 16, 16. 

IT It is not known who Hnr was : but conjecture has marked 
him out as the husband of Miriam. — See Stackhousis'i Hist, 
of the Bib. vol. iii. b. 4. 
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their glory into the similitade of an ox that eateth 
gnas"* Then, having reared an altar, and proclaim- 
bg a feast, they sacrificed to the idol,t and '' sat down 
to eat and <}rink, and rose up to play." 

Q. What was the consequence ? 

A, " The LoBD said nnto Moses, Get thee down -, 
for thy people have oormpted themselves ; behold it is * 
a stiff-necked people : now therefore let me alone, that 
I may consume them : and I will make of thee a great 
nation." But Moses stood in the breach, and turned 
away his wrath.^ 

Q, How did the idolatrous festival terminate > 

A. Moses descending from the mountain, no sooner 
came in siglit of the calf, and saw the people dancing,^ 
than filled with indignation, he dashed in pieces the 
tables of the testimony. After reproving Aaron, he 
called on all that were zealous for God to join him ; and 

* Psakn cvt. 19, 20. 

t There can be little doubt that thin calf was an imitation of 
the Egyptian Apis, so famous in their mythology : though Dr. 
Watts supposes it was a winged ox, designed to represent a 
cherob. The second commandment warrants the inference 
that they had already proceeded very extensively in the wor- 
ship of animal forms, in which the Israelites had joined when 
in Egypt, Josh. xxiv. 14. Ezek. xx. 7, 8. 

t See Exod. xxxii. 7—14. Psalm cvi 23. The disinterest- 
edness of Moses on this occasion is without any parallel. 

f Dancing had its origin in remote antiquity ; and appears 
to have been nsed in the worship of the true Ghod by the Jews, 
as it was in the worship of false gods by the pagans. It was 
a mere demonstration of joy, which frequent repetition brovght* 
to a measured step. 

i2 
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the sons of Levi dra^ving near, he commanded tbem to 
pass armed through the camp, and to slay, without dis- 
tinction, every one concerned in this apostacy. In 
consequence of this, three thousand of the people were 
slain. 

Qs What became of the calf? 

^. It was pulverized, and strewed in water which 
the Israelites were made to drink. 

Q. Were the Israelites then restored to the Divine 
favour ? 

j4. No : the Lord plagued them because of the calf, 
and refused to dwell among them. Wherefore a tem- 
porary tent was pitched at a distance from the camp, 
and there the Lord conversed with Moses *' face to face, 
as a man speaketh unto his friend.*** 

Q. What w^re the objects for which Moses visited 
this tabernacle ? 

^. To obtain for the Israelites, and for Aaron,t for- 
giveness of their iniquity ; and for himself, a manifesta- 
tion of the Divine glory : both of which were granted, 
and also a promised renewal of the tables of the testimony. 

Q. Where was this promise fulfilled ? 

y/. On the top of Sinai, which Moses ascended alone, 
carrying with him two stone tables, t While neither 

* Exod. xxxili. n. t Deot. ix. 20. 

X Letters appear to have been invented in very remote an- 
tiquity. The honour of the discovery is claimed, however, by 
three distinguished nations — the Assyrians, the Phcenicians, 
and the Egyptians, to one of whom it most probably belong. 
The existence of I^irjatli-Scpher, the city of the book, or ciiy 
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man nor beast was to be seen tbronghout all tbe monn- 
tainj the Lord descended in a cloudy and stood with him 
there^ and proclaimed his glorioos name : *' The Lord, 
the LoBD God, mercifol and gracions, long-svffering, and 
abundant in gpodness and truth, keeping mercy for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and 
sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty i visiting 
tbe iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and npon* 
tbe children's children, unto the third and fourth 
generation,"* 

Q. How long did Moses remain upon the mount the 
second time ? ' 

A. Forty days and forty nights, as at the first; during 
which period he neither ate nor drank, because of the 
sins of the Israelites.^ 

Q, How did MosQS appear on his descent from the 
mount ? 

^. His face shone so brilliantly that he was obliged 
to use a veil when conversing with the people. 

Q, Of what was this veil ty|)ical ? 

of letters, in Canaan, at the period when Joshua invaded 
the country, establishes the fact that letters were known to 
the Canaanites at that early period; and, from the non-inter- 
coarse of these people with the Israelites, is fatal to the 
hypothesis which ascribes the origin of letters to the giving of 
the law. All useful discoveries must indeed be ultimately 
referred to Divine wisdom, Isa. xxviii. 2S — 29, but it does 
not follow that the characters on the tables of the law were 
the first, though *' wriUen wUh thefing^ of Gnd" Exod. xxtv. 
12. — xxxi. IS.—xxxii. 16, 16. Deut. v. 22.— ix. 10.— x. 2, 4. 
• Dent. ix. 18—215. 
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A. Of the blindness of the Israelites, who conld not 
look stedfastly to the end iA the law, which pointed to 
the Messiah.* 

Q. Of what was the radiance beaming from the face 
of Moses typical ? ^ 

A. Of the glory of the law, or ministration of death, 
" which glory was to be done away/*t 

Q. What undertaking was commenced by Moses after 
hi^ descent from Sinai ? 

A. The construction of the tabernacle, and the ark^ 
the materials for which were afforded in great profusion 
by the Israelites.^ The artificers were Bezaleel and 
Aholiab. 

Q. How much time did the prejiarations for the 
tabernacle occupy ? 

A, About six months : in the third month the Israel- 
ites came to Sinai, where three months were taken up 
in the delivery of the law \ and on the first day of Abib, 
in the second year of the Exodus, the tabernacle was 
set up, and the ark deposited in the holy of holies.^ 

Q. What did the ark contain ? 

A, llie tables of the covenant, and a golden vessel 
filled with manna. § 

Q. How was the tabernacle divided ? 

A* Into the holy place or sanctuary, which contained 

• 2 Cor. iii. 13—10. + 2 Cor. iii. 7. 

% Exod. xxxvi. 1 — 7. 

IT By holy of hdUs, it meant the mott holy ; as by htawen of 
heavens, is meant thi highest heaven ; and by King of kmg$, 
the highest king, ^ Heb. ix. 4. 
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the golden altar of incense^ the golden candlestick, with 
seven branches, and the golden table for shew-bread ; 
and the holy of holies, a detached part of the tabernacle, 
concealed by a veil of carious and costly workmanship. 
This contained the goklen censer, the ark of the cove- 
nant, '' and over it the chembim of glory shadowing the 
mercy-seat.*' Here the Divine glory appeared j bnt no 
one, except the high priest on the great day of atone- 
ment, was ever permittied to enter it.* 

Q, What happened on the erection of the tabernacle ? 

^. It was filled with the Divine glory, which by day 
covered it with a clond, and by night with fire. 

Q, Of what was the most holy place a type } 

A. Of heaven where God dwells; t 

Q. Of what was the veil a type ? 

A. Of Christ's hnmanity.J 

Q. What did the concealment of the holiest shadow 
forth? 

A. That the way into it was not yet made manifest.^ 

Q. Qi what were the holy places made with hands 
figurative ? 

A* Of the tnie.§ 

Q. How were they to be entered ? 

A* Only with bbodj '' without shedding of blood 
is no remission." II 

Q, Who was ordained high priest ? 



I • Heb. ix. 2—6. Exod. xl. 1—27. 

I t Heb. ix. 12, 24, X Heb. x. 20. 

t Heb. ix. 7, 8. ^ v. 24. || v. 29. 
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A, Aaran ; in whose family the priesthood was made 
hereditary* 

Q. What was the business of the high priest ? 

A. *' To offer gifts and sacrifioes*' for sins. 

^ By what authority was Aaron made high priest ? 

A, By IHrine authority: ''Ami no man taketb tliia 
honev vnto himself, hat he that is called of God, aa 
Aaron."* 

Q. Of whom was the high priest typical ? 

A. Of Jesns Christ the Son of God«t 

i^. How does the priesthood of Clirist di£kr from that 
of the family of Aaron }% 

A. The high priests of Aaion^s family were made 
''after the law of a carnal commandment;" Jesos "after 
the power of an endless life :'* they were siunera, and 
offered sacrifice first for their own sins, and then for the 
sins of the people 5 Jesns " being made perfect, be- 
came the author of eternal salvation nnto all them that 
obey him :*' they were " made without an oath j** Jesns, 
" with aa oath, by him that said onto him. The Lord sware 
and will not repent. Thou art a priest for ever, after the 
order of Melchisedec :*' they entered alone, once every 
year, with the blood of goats and calves into the hely 
place ; Jesus entered with his own blood, ''into heaven 
itself, now to appear in the presence of God lor as :*' 
" they truly were many priests, because they were not 
suffered to continue by reason of death f * but this Jesns, 

* Heb. V. 4. f Heb. Ki. 1.— v. 1-^. 

X See Heb. v. vl. vii. vlli. ix« 
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'' because he continaeth ever, hath .an nnchaiigeable 
priesthood." 

Q. Who were appointed to do ike tabemadeeeirice? 

^. The Levites,* chosen instead of all the 'iwst-bom 
of the Israelites, who were hallowed unto tiie *Lord,^on 
tiie day when he sniote all the hr8t•^bom of Egypt. 

Q. How long was the period of their service ? 

u4. Twenty*five years : they entered upon their 
functions at twenty-five years of age, ai^d at fifty were 
discharged from all laborioos duties. 

Q. How were the priests, and the Levites, and the 
costly service of the taliemacle supported ? 

^. By tithes^ the priests and Levitts having no 
inheritance among their brethren. 

Q. How were the Israelites directed in their jbnmeys } 

A. By the clond: when it rested, they rested; 
and'wlien it was taken up, they journeyed $ whether by 
day or by night, f Tliey were preceded in their mardi 
by the ark of the covenant 5 when it set forward, Moses 
said, ^* Rise up, O Lord, let thine enemies be scattered, 
and let them that hate thee flee before thee:"{ and 
vFhen it rested, '^ Return, O Lord, unto the many thou- 
jsands of Israel." 

Q. What followed the erection of the tabernacle ? 

A, The princes made their offerings to the Lord,^ 

• Their selection was probably a distinction conferred be- 
cause of their zeal in the nClatter of th^ calf, 
t Knmb. ix. 15—23. 
X This is qioted in Psalm Ixviii. 1 
% Niunber8Yii..,l — 88. 
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and Aaron and his sons were consecrated to the office 
of the ministry.^ 

Q. How did the Lord converse with Moses in the 
tabernacle ? 

^. He spoke to him ''from off the mercy-seat, that 
was npon the ark of testimony, from between the two 

chenibinL"t 

^. How did the Lord manifest bis approral of the 
high priest ? 

^. On the eighth day after his consecration, Aaron 
having offered sin-offerings and bnmt-offerings, to make 
atonement for himself and the people, the glory of the 
Lord appeared ; and there came a fire ont from before 
the Lord, and consumed the bnmt-offering; which when 
all the people saw, they shouted, and fell on their faces. 

Q. What befel Nadab and Abihn ? 

j4. Instead of nsing in their ministrations the sacred 
fire, which was kept perpetually alivef for the pnrpoee, 
they used common fire, wherefore the Lord smote them 
and they died.^ 

* See Levit. liiL for the detailii of tbii inaognration. 

t Nomb. ?ii. 80. Psalm Ixxx. 1. 

t Lev. ▼£• 18. Several natioDs preserved what they termed 
lacred fire. The goddess Vet ta, famoui amoag the UomMJU^ 
waa only a personification of that elemeat, aa her aanie 
denotes. 

The most celebrated fire-worshippers were the Peralans, 
who under this symbol adored Mithras, their medimUniMl 
god. The sect called Goebres is said to have preserved the 
lacred fire alive upwards of three thousand years. 

IT The law which immediately followed their death. Lev. 
X. 8. indicates that they were inebriated when they thns 
transgressed the commandment of the Lord. 
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Q. What law was Jenacted, shortly after this/ against 
blasphemy? 

A. Bhkspfaeinears were oondemned to be stoned to 

9» When was the second passover dcept ? 
A. M. 2513. A, On the fomteentii ' day ef 'the first 
l^i. G» 1491. month/in the wild^nes8of^inar.t. 

Q. What occnrted in the seeond month of the second 
year of the Exodus > 

A. Moses took a« census of the people, and found 
their tiumher to be six huddred asdthree thousand men^ 
able to bear arms.} 



* Lev. xxiv. 23. '' Stoning Was denonnced against idola- 
ters, blasphemers, sabbath-breakers,' incestnoas persons, 
ivitches, wizards, and children who either cursed their pa- 
rents, or rebelled against them; This kind of punishment Is 
intended by the indefinite term of putting to death. The wit- 
nesses threw the first stones-.'^— ^Rev. T. H. Uorne's Introd. 
Sec. Tol. iii. 

+ Numb, Ix. 6. 

^ The Lefites were taken f«eparately. Of those from thirty 
to fifty years old, capable' 6f tabernacle service,' there were 
eight thousand five hundred and eighty. Numb. iv. 48. Of 
males above a month old, there were twenty*two thousand, 
who were taken for the Lord's service instead of the first-bom 
sons of the Israelites generally. The latter amounted to 
twenty-two thousand- two hundred and Seventy-three, where- 
fore the* overplus [two hundred and seventy-three] were 
redeemed at the rate of five shekels each. Numb. iii. 18, 
39--48. 

. To avoid confusion in the march of this great mnltiiudie, the 
people were distributed into four cariips, each consisting of 

K 
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Q. When did they leave Sinai? 

A. They left it on the twentieth day of the second 
moBth, ''and the dond rested in the wilderness atPtaaai,'* 
three days' journey from Horeb. On the way, some of 
the. people complained, '' and the Lokd hea d } and his 
anger was Idndled } and the fire of the Lonn eonanmed 
them ^t were in the uttermost parts of the camp.** 
Wherefore the place was called Taberah, or Bnmiiig. 

Q, How was this judgment arrested ? 

A. By the intercession of Moses. 

Q* iWhat drcnmstance caused, at this time, a rebel- 
lion in the camp ? 



I 



three tribes, who, with the priettB and Levites, pitched their ^ 
teatB in the followiog order : ,^ 



•Vo: 




E. 

JI70AH 

issachar 
Zbbulov 

MotBs, Aarob, and hii Sobs -S Hbdbbb 

TAsaurACU | simbob ^^ 

Gerihmtites. t^ Gad ^iin 

W. 
Ephraim » 

MabAssbh , ^ 

Bbbjamib ^^^ 



See NoBOMrs ii. 2, S, 10, 18, 26«— Ui. St, SS, S6, tS. 
they .were to march, the priests soonded an alarm on the silTei^ fajti 
tmaipets, x, S, S. The east camp first set forward, iL 9, tben^ sad 
the south, Y. Id, the Levites with the tabernacle, t, 17.— iii.'2$, , 
3S— ST, the west camp, ii. 24^ and lastly, the north camp.^f.s 
V. 81. «ee also X. U— 25. 'ikji^ 

Hi 
I 
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A. The Israelites, and the mixed nmltitode* that left 

E|||[ypt With them, despising the manna, lusted for flesh. 
Moses, deepfy grieyed,t cried to the Lord for help to 
enable him to govern this rebellious people ; and. the 
Lord therefore poured out his Spirit on seventy of the 
elders, who began immediately to prophecy in the camp. % 
Q. How did the Lord punish the people for their sin^ 

A. '' He rsdned flesh upon them as dust, and fea- 
thered fowls like as the sand of the sea. So they did ea^ 
and were well filled : for he gave them their own desire 5 
yet they were not estranged from their lust. But tirhile 
their meat was yet inr their mouths, the wrath ol God 
came upon them> and smote down the chosen of IsraeL"5[ 
Therefore the place was called Kibroth-hattaayahi the 
Graves of them that lusted. 

Q. Had the judgments of God a salutary effect upon 
their nund^ } 

A, No : ** for all this they sinned stilly and believed 
not for his wondrous works.** 

Q. What happened at Cbatzeroth, their next station ? 

A. Miriam and Aaron spake against Moses, because 

* These were probably malecontentSy Numb. xi. 4, S. in- 
docedi by the hope of plandering the Canaanites, to accompany 
the children of Inrael. It it not sorpriting if privations ex- 
cited ike^ mnrmarg* 

t The faith of Mosefl staggered under this trial, Vomb. xi. 
n — ^28. and the potting of the Spirit on tbe seventy elders, 
r. 24, 25, was designed to encourage him* .His reply to 
Joshaa, v. 28, 20, breathes a spirit of divine philanthropy. 

X To this circumstance the origin of the Sanhedrim has been 
attributed, but improperly, 

% Psalm Ixxviii. 26— S2. 
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of tfae Ethiopian* woman whom he had married : on this 
account the Lord pnnished Miriam with a lepamj, and 
though^ at the earnest request of Moses^ she was immedi- 
ately healed^ she was shatoat from the camp seven days. 

Q. What happened in Paran ? 

2^. Moses, at the suggestion of the people^ and by 
(jrod's permission^t sent twelve men,- one of every tribe, 
that of the Levites excepted, to spy ont the land of 

Canaan, t 

Q, What were the principal nations then inhabiting 
Canaan? 

A. They were seven in number — the Hittites, Pe- 
riKzites, Amorites, Hivites, Girgashites, Canaanites, and 
Jebusites. Their country was in a high state of cul- 
tivation ^ their cities well fortified j and their armies 
numerous. They were not unacquainted with letters,^ 
and had made considerable progress in commerce aad 
the arts i§ but they were given up to gross idolatry, and 
to utter demoralization. 



* Numb. xii. 1* hd'CUihitf the Cashite woman— Zipporali, 
the Arabian. 

f Nomb. xiit. 1. Dent. L S2. 

i Joilraa apf ears to have been one of several select indivi- 
dnals who served Moses. Namb. xL 96. 

H Kiijath-Sepher, Jadg. i. li. signifies the city &f the book, 
or of leitero, 

§ The Phttnlcians, inhabiting Tyre and SIdon, famous in all 
antiquity for their ingenaity in the arts, skill in navigation, 
and enterprising spirit, were a Canaanitish tribe. The He- 
brew Cenaani signifying both a Canaaniteand a merehaat^ shows 
that they were early addicted to commercial parsnits. 



Q^ When, did ilie.spicA rfetuni, and ^lAat r^^rt did 
they, make- f. . ,.••//•:..•.•.':.•: 

^. lli6y.«^twntied a£teBd&|rty dayt> aijid'bkioi^t with 
thorn pome^nwiitett aiid%S[ «iuit a-^Junbdi wiUi ooe 
clii^terefgirapei^ which tiWQirf;thi(mi6furi^ iip<Hiastaff. 
They spoke highiy of tho bBanty wid fertiUty of the 
countzy ; but temof then dnenr so forioidable a picture 
of its gigantic inhabitants^ and the strength of its for^ 
tIficationB^^•that the • people ifMntioMv and appointed a 
captain to lead thent baek/toXIgypb^. ■ .< > 

Q, How were they pnusheftfor.lhisoondttct } 

A. Unless Moses had- in teifeeded for them/ the whole 
race had been exterminated; IbetoeitfidieajS thfe ten spies 
'' died by the plague beferQ- thoiibondf** ^and .the people 
concerned in this rebeUionf, 'w«re'*do<)med\^ wander 
forty years hi :the walderness>»1v-aye&r for adsy^acoord- 
ing to the -time ooeupied in seavduBg the laad> until all 
the rebellious had died £ilom>ltokeoogrc^ation^ 

Q. Whannere^tiie excepted spies? 
• ^. €akl> and jQ6bQa^iiiFho>ene()urbged.the people to 
go up and' possess- the .lapd..- • ' ^ v. 

(^ < How were tfaey lewardedL for itheir fidelity > < 

'A. ; Joshua was ^afterwards jsppointed t6.€x>nduct Israel 
into Canaan^ "andoatiM obnquesfejof thafccoNllltry^ the 
Israelites gave Timnatkisera]ft.ino|]|«}iXnt>^|4Mra|m to him, 
and the dty of Hebron tOrGAlbb.; . -> 



• r 



9 • 

" • Nttinb. xiv. 1--4. Nehem. ixi 17. ' 

t Numb, xiv. S4, 35. Psalm Ixxviii. 32— 42.— zcv. 7—11. 
Jade 5. 

k2 
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Q, WbatdfiM did tbe DiTioe dupleMnre produce ? 

^. The Israelites bewailed their folly, and resoived 
to attack tlie Oanamites itfr^bimth, but Moves forbade 
tbem ', nevwrtiiokss thejr pttsbted^ and ware defeated. 

Q. How w«i' the br^adi of the safbbttth ymnished, 
while Israel Wttndered in the wiMemess f 

j4. With dtadi : a nan' was stoaed ion gathering 
sticks on that holy day. 

Q. Were the oorsnienial laws, reiatitre to sacrifices, 
f ally acted upon in the wOdemess ? 

j4. No : some relamtion was allowed, nntil the Is- 
raelites shodd oodii to tlie rest and inheritance given 
them by the Lonn' their God*'^ 

Q, What circnmstdnod gore rise to a tomidable re*- 
bellion against Moses and Aavbn ? 

j^. Korah, Dathaiiy and Abiram, with two handred 
and fifty of tbe princes of tiie oongregalioh, claimed a 
participation in the government. 

Q. How di4 Moses act upon this eme rg e n cy t 

A, He referred the decision of their claim to God : 
and Korah, and the rebellions priooes, nod Aaron, bar- 
ing assembled on the nuwrow before the Lord, at tbe 
door -of the taiifenMcle, the glory of the iiord apptered 
to aH the congregation. Wiwth on acconnt of their 
contiantfd imbelief, the Lord resohnd to oonsnme tfaem 
in a moment, had not Moses earnestly interceded Ibr 
them. The congregation, therefore, being warned to fiee 
from tbe tents of Dathan and Abiram, Moses said^ '' If 

* Deut. xii. 8, 9. 
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these mea diet tlie oemmon. de$Ah. of all meit, then the 
LiOBD hath noi sent me. fiut if the hi^siD make a new 
thiBg, and thd earth open her 'movih^ and swallow them 
op, with all tfa^t appertain nato them^ and they go down 
q«ick into the pit; then ye ahall nsderafand that theae 
men have proyabsd the Loeik'* 

Q. What foiiowed jbhiadedaration ? 

u4. The grannd clave beneath the feet of the rebels, 
and tkey; and all that pertained to them,* sank down, 
and the earth dosed npon theai } and a fire came out 
from the Lord and consuaned two himdred and Mty men 
that offered incense. 

Q. Did not this produce a. powadiil impression on 
the congregaitian^ 

y^. No : for though. they witnessed God*s awful jus- 
tice in this dreadful cajtnstvopfae, ttiey assembled on the 
following day, and chaiiged Moses and Aaron with slay- 
ing the people of the Lord. Wherefore the Lord smote 
them with a4>la|;iiB, which rat off, isa short time, fourteen 
thousand seven hundred persons. 

Q. What metthod was devised to assure the people of 
Aaron's Divine, appointment to the priesthood ? . 

j4. Each of the princes of the tribes, and Aaron among 
them, delivered to MoSed a rod, marked with his own 



* Korah was the only one of bit ^wa fiunily that offered in 
this vbitatiott. CoB»pare Nanbers nvi. 2$^ 27 — ^xxvi. }0, 11. 
By aU the min ^tppertmnimg to Kornk^ xvi. $3, mast be on- 
derstood hia party, eonslttiag of Dathaa and Abiram ; wh9§e 
wives and sobs, and littie ohlldrea, xvl. 87, are eapressly 
itated to have been swallowed up, v. 31 — 33, for *< the ehildrea 
of Korah died nnV* zxti. \Us 
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name. These were laid up before the Lord $ and the 
next day^ Aaron*8 rod was found bodding^ pntting forth 
blossoms^ and yielding almond*. This bdng ^ sign 
proposed^ the princes were satisfied f and Aaron's rod was 
deposited in the ark for a testimony against the reliels* 

Q. What circumstances occorred at Kadesh^^ in the 
desert of Zin, their thirty*seoond station ? * 

^. '' Miriamt died^ and was baried there. And there 
was no water for the congregation. And the people 
chode wit^ Moses, saying, Wonld God thatj we had died 
when onr brethren died before the Lobd." ^fherefore 
the place was called Meribah, or Striving. 

Q. How were they relieved } 

A, Moses, by God's appointment, smote a rock, and 
water gashed forth in abundance. ( 

Q. Of whom was the rock a type > 

A. Of Christ the Rock of ages, the Fountain of liv- 
ing water .^ 

^. Of what sin were Moses and Aazen guilty in this 
matter ? 



* By Kadefth, a name frequently oecnrHng, mudi be under- 
stood a kolff place, 

t Miriam aeenis, from Micah vu 4. to hjivQ bad some share 
in the government of Israel. — See Numb. xx. 2 — 13. Pslam 
cvi. 32, 33. 

X In Numbers xlc.S. and in other parts of scripture, the peo- 
ple are made to say, ** Would to God," &c. hot the expresaion 
fmyUhain, simply signines, Oth^, What OuiU begkfin thmi^ 
as it is justly rendered in Dent. v. 20. The Hebrnrs had too 
great « revereoee for Ood'N holy name, to use It is commeo 
speeob. 

S Psalm cxiv. 8. f 1 Cor. x. 4. John ir. 10.— vii. t7-»3Q. 
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A, Of nnbelief : on which acooont the Lord declared 
that thcjr. should not conduct Israel into the pnunised 
land. 

Q. How did Moses endeavoar to obtun a reversal, of 
this decree ? 

An By prayer : he said, " O Lord God, thon hast 
began to shew thy servant thy greactness, and thy mighty 
hand : for what God is there in heaven or in earth, that 
can do according to thy works, and according to thy 
might ? I pray thee, let me go over, and see the good 
land that is beyond Jordan, that goddly moontain, and 
Lebanon." 

Q, What answer did he receive ? 

A. The Lord sdd unto him, ''Let it suffice thee> 
speak no more unto me of this matter. Get thee up 
into the top of Pisgsth, and lift up thine eyes westward, 
and northward, and southward, « and eastvrard, and. 
behold it with thine eyes, . for thoa shalt not go over 
this Jordan." 

Q, Were the Israelites permitted to pass throifgh 
Edom ? 

j4» No: the king denied them a passage) and God 
forbade them to use force against the children of Esau. 

Q. What happened in^ mount Hor ? 

A. Moses, by 6Qd*s command, took -Aaron and 
Eleazar his son to the top of the luoulit, '' in the sight 
of all the congregation. And Moses stripped Aaron of 
his garments, and put them upon Eleazar his son 3 and 
AarCHLiiied .there on the top of the mount.** 

Q. By whom were the Israelites attacked about this 
time ? 
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A. By Arad^ a Canaanitish prince^ wko fought against 
them, and took some of them priaonen. Therefore they 
called the place Hormah, or DestrnctioD, because they 
Vowed to destroy utterly the people of that phiee. 

Q. What happened at Zalmonah ?* 

A. The people again mnrmmred, and the Lord aent 
fiery serpents among them, which stong great numbers 
of them mortally, and caused such terror in the whole 
camp that they cried for mercy. 

^. How was this tendered > 

A. Moees, by Divine command, made a serpent of 
brass, and put it on a pole, and whoever looked upon it 
was healed* 

^. Of what was the elevation of thb serpent typical ? 

A* Of the deadi of Christ, who being Efted upon tke 
oroBS, heals the soul of every sinner that by faith kxte 
tohim.t 

^. What became of the brazen serpent ? 

A. It was kept by the Jews until the time of Heie- 
Uah, who, finding that it was an olyect of idolatry, broke 

it in pieces.l 

^. Did the approach of the Israelites to Canaan, ex- 
cite any apprehension|i on the part of the Amorites 
eastward of Jordan ? 

A* Yes: and Sihon, king of Heshbon, and Og, king 
of Bashan,^ attacked them, but were defeated, their sub- 



* Zafiwowdfc, Numbers xvxUi. 41. from fza7<im, an image. 

fJohniii.14. Isa. xlv. 22. Heb. xiL2. 

X % KiDf 8 xvUL 4. f Nomb. xxi. 21—86. Dent. ii. 26.-40. 
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jects put to the vwoti, and thdr territories «eieed by 
the Israelites. 

Q. Wfai^ is remarkable oiOg} 

A^ He was tbe last of a gigantic race : bis bedstead, 
mide of iron, was nine eabtts long, and four broad.* 

Q. Did the Israelites caose alarm to any ether state ) 

A. Yes: tbe Moabites were greatly distressed; 
wherefore Balak, their king, sent the elders of Moab^ 
and of Midian, to solicit Balaam the prqihet to come 
and cnrse IsraeLf 

Q. Did he accompany them ? 

A> As God had forbidden him to go, he at first re- 
fused; nnable however to withstand the rewards offered 
by a second embassy, he went : but instead of cursing 
Israel, the Lord constrained him to bless them altogether. 

Q. What memorable predictions did the prophet utter 
eoncwning the Israelites ? 

A. He forrtoM their isolated condition,^ and the 
>iil)jii|gation of their enemies. 

Q. 'What calamity did he bring npon Israel ? 

A. By his counsel, the Israelites were seduced to as- 
sociate with the daughters of Moab and Midian, and 

* Dent. iii. 1^18. t Numb, u'li— xziv. Jade 11. 2 Peter 
iu 15, 16. 

tNnmb. xziii. 0. That '^ the people should dwell alone, and 
should not be reckoned among the nations :*' was a circnm- 
itance, of all others, the must improbable. Where is the 
nation, scattered as the Jews have been, that is yet a distinct 
people? In their singular situation among all nations at the 
present time, we see displayed, in the most striking manner, 
tlie providence of God, and the truth of prophecy. 
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eventually to sacrifice to their gods : wherefore the Lord 
smote them with a plagne that carried off twenty-tfaice 
thousand persons \* and the jw^es were commanded to 
sky every man who had joined himself to Baalpdor.f 

Q. By whom was an act of summary justice ezeeatod 
on this occasion ? 

A. By Phinehas^ grandson of Aaron. Sedng Zimri, 
a prince of the Simeonites, bring dxAA, a Midlanitish 
princess into the camp of Israel, in the sight of Mows 
and all the congregation, who were weeping at the door 
of the tabernacle, he to<dc a javelin, and went after them, 
and thrust them through. For this well-timed zeal, the 
Lord gave him the covenant of an everlasting priesthood. % 

Q. By what was the plague followed ? 

A. By a census of the male population, who were 
found to amount to six hundred and one liiousand seven 
hundred and thirty, from twenty years' old and opwanl, 
able to go to war ; besides twenty-three thousand Le- 
vites, upwards of one month old. *' But among these 
there was not a man of them whom Moses and Aaron 
the priest numbered,*'— -in- the wilderness of Sinai, save 
Caleb and Joshua.^ ' 

* 1 Cor. X. 8. An aiSditional thousand was probably slaiD 
by the Judges. Numb, xxv, 5,9. 

f This was an obscene deity, worshipped with impure iltes. 

t The prieshoody which continued a long time in the family 
of Phinehas, appears, from some cause not known, to have 
passed into the family of Ithamar, during the latter part of the 
epoch of the judges, for £Ii belonged to this line. But on the 
exclusion of Abiathar, the line of Phinehas was restored in 
tbe person of Zadok. 1 Kings ii. 27, 35. 1 Chron. xxiv. 3,C 

f Nnmb. xxvi. 2, 51, C2— 05. 
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9. Why are the tnuiBgressions of the Israelites re- 
corded ? 

A, " All these things happened unto them for en- 
samples : and they are written for our admonition, npon 
whom the ends of the world are come."* 

Q. How were the Midianites punished ? 

A, The Israelites, by Divine command, Warred against 
tbeti j and, haying subdued them, put five princes, and 
Baalam the prophet, and all the males, to tlie sword ; 
burnt all their cities and goodly castles ; took the wo- 
men and children captive, and carried away all their 
cattle and goods. 

Q, To whom did Moses give the land of the Amorites 
or Gilead ? 

A. To the tribes of Reuben and Gad, and the half 
tribe of Manasseh, because they had much cattle, f 

Q, Did Moses make any provision to secure to pos- 
terity the knowledge of the Divine law ? 

A. Yes } by the following injunction : "These words, 
which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart : 
and thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, 
and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, 
and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest 
down, and when thou risest up.**$ 

Q, What happy result was expected from this \ 

A. That *' the children which should be born, should 

* Moses has not recorded all the sins of the Israelites, who 
seem to have transgressed continually. Lev. xvii. 7. Deut. 
xxxii. 17. Ezek. xx 4 — 26. Amos v. 26. 

t Namb. xxxti. % Beat. vi. 6, 7. 

L 
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mise and declare them to their children; that they 
might set their hope in God^ and not forget the works of 
God^ but keep his commandments."^ 
Q. What followed the reduction of Midian ?t 
A. Moses recapitulated the law; reminded the Israelites 
of God's dealings with them during their abode in the 
wilderness ; caused them to renew the covenant ; % warned 
them against apostacy by foretelling tiie awful judg- 
ments that would ensue, blessed the tribes,^ and then 

A. M. 255 L ascendiug Mount Pisgah, beheld from 

B. €. 1453. thence the promised land ; and there he 
died, " according to the word of the Lord.*'§ 

Q, What became of his body ? 

A, The Lord '' buried him in a valley in the land of 
Moab ;'* but the Israelites were not permitted to know 
the place. 

Q. How old was Moses ? 

A, " He was an hundred and twenty years old when 



* Pftalm IzxTiii. 6. 7. f Nnmb. zxxi. 2. 

•X Dent xxix. % Dent, xxxiii. 

S Devt. xxxiv. A record of the posterity of this illattriona 
pri^het occarfi in 1 Chron. xxiii. 16 — 17. — xxiv. 20, 21. 

An American poet has noticed the death of MoMes in the 
following beautiful lines : — 

From Pisf ah's top fats eye the prophet threw 

O'er Jordan's wave, where Canaan met his view: 

His snnny mantle, and bis faoary locks. 

Shone, like the robe of winter, on the rocks : 

Where is the mantle? Melted into air. 

Where is the prophet? God can tell thee where. 

Airs of Pax.bstiiis. 
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he died : his eye was not dim^ nor his natural force 
abated." And the Israelites wept for him thirty days.^ 

Q, What was his character ? 

^. He was fiuthfnl to God, disinterested and zealous 
in promoting the welfare of Israel, — a man of great 
courage, and yet the meekest of all men on the face 

of the earth.t 
Q, What books are attributed to him? 
ji. Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuter* 

onomy.^ 

Q. What memorable prediction did Moses utter con- 
cerning Christ ? 

A, He said, *' The Lord thy God will raise up unto 



* Moses is closely ideiiti6ed, in several particulars, with the 
Bacchns of pagan tradition. Bacchus is called Musas, because 
taken out of the Nile on which he had been exposed ; was 
sdncatedin Arabia, at Nisa,— by transposition Sina; fled from 
persecation to the borders of the Red 3ea ; conducted a vast 
multitude of men and women through Arabia tolndia, where 
he was commissioned by Jupiter to destroy a smful nation ; 
was followed by a dog, in Hebrew Caleb ; by his thyrsis, a 
sort of magic waQd, produced rivers of wine ; and had horns, 
usually emblems of power, but here referred to the radiance 
or glory, with which, as a sort of divinity, he was invested.—* 
See M . L'Abbb de TaESSikN'f* Mythology. 

t Numb. xii. S. 

t These are usually termed the Pentateuch, or five booki: 
Genesis treats of the creation ; Exodus, of the departure of 
Israel from Egypt; Leyiticus, of certain ordinances relative 
to the Levitical priesthood ; Numbers, of the nuraeration of 
the people; and Deuteronomy, of the recapitulation of tlie 
law : hence the origin of these names. 
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thee a PropLet from the midst of thee^ of thy brethren, 
like unto me } unto him shall ye hearken."* 



CHAPTER. V. 

From the Death of Mo$e$ to the Reign of Stad,f | 

I 
I 

A. M. 2552. Q. Who succeeded Moses ? 

B. C. 1452. ^. Joshua, the minister of Moses, whom i 
the Lord had appointed to conduct his people bto the 
promised land.^ 

Q . What was the first business he undertook ? 

^. He sent spies to Jericho, and prepared to attack it 

Q, Did the Reubenites, Gadites, and the Manassites 
fulfil the compact they had made with Moses ? 

yi Yes 3 about forty thousand of them armed for war, 
passed over Jordan^ to the plains of Jericho. 

« Deut. xviii. 15—19. Acts iii. 22. 23. vii. 87. See 

Bp. Newton on the Prophecies, Dissertation vi. lii. 
t During this epoclia, profane history records B. C. 

The reign of Blinos in Crete 1406 

The Argonaatic expedition to Colchis 126S 

The destrnction of Troy by the Greeks 1184 

t Nnmb. xxvii. 15 — 23. 

% The Jordan, or river of Dan, is so called from Dan, a small 
city, near its source. It is famous in holy writ, where it it some- 
times, like tlie Nile and the Euphrates, designated ** the river." 
It rises in Lake Phiala, *' near Csesarea Pbilippi, at the f<M»t 
of Antilibanas, whence it passes under ground, and, emerging 
to the light from a cave in the vicinity of Paneas, it flows doe 
south through the centre of the country, intersecting the lake 
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Q. At what season did Israel pass over Jordan } 

A. At the time of the harvest^ when the river over- 
floweth all its banks.* ' 

Q. What signal honour did God confer upon Joshna 
on this occasion ? 

A, As soon as the feet of the priests, who bore the 
ark of the Lord, tooched the river's brink, the water was 
miracnlonsly divided, and the whole host passed through 
on dry ground, as their fathers had passed through the 
Red Sea forty years before. This event filled the Canaan* 
ites with consternation. 

Q. How did Joshna commemorate this ? 

A, By the erection of twelve stones in the midst of 
Jordan, in the place where the feet of the priests 
who bore the ark of the covenant stood \ and by the 
erection of another monument in Gilgal, of twelve stones 
taken from the midst of the river. 

Q. What important ceremony took place at this time ? 

A. The Israelites received the seal of the Abrahamic 
covenant 5 1 and the place in commemoration of it was 
called Gi]gal. 

Merom and the seaof Oalilee, [and it is said] without mingling 
with its waters ; and it loses itself in the lake Asphaltites or 
Dead Sea, into which it rolls — with sach rapidity as to prevent 
a strong, active, and expert swimmer from swimming across 
it. The course of the Jordan is about one hundred miles." — 
Horkb's Introduction, vol. iii. 

* At the vernal equinox, when the barley harvest took 
place, the Jordan wai^ swollen by the ra^s, and the melting of 
the snow upon Monnt Lebanon. The summer follows the bar- 
ley harvest here and in Egypt. Jer. viii. 20. — See Hokne. 

t The knives used on this occasion were probably sharp 
stones or flints, like that spoken of, Exodus iv. 2i». 

l2 
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Q, What display of DiTine power had they in Gilgal ? 

j4. They kept the passover at the appointed time, and 
having on the day following^ eaten of the prodnce of the 
land, the manna with which they had been fed for forty 
years, forthwith ceased. 

Q. Who appeared to Joshna near Jericho ? 

j4. The Captain of the Lord^s host.** 

Q. How was Jericho taken ? 

j4. The Israelites compassed the city in silence once 
erery day for six days -, bnt on the seventh day they 
compassed it seven times, accompanied by seven priests 
bearing trumpets, t At the seventh and last time, the 
priests giving a signal by a blast of the trumpet, all the 
people shouted, and immediately the wall fell down flat, 
and the Israelites rushed into the city, and put all the 
inhabitants, save Rahab and her friends, to the sword. 

Q, Why was Rahab spared ? 

yi. " By futh the harlot Rahab perished not with them 
that believed not, because she had received the spies 
with peace." 

Q. Why has her history been so minutely detailed ? 

A. Because she is one in the line of the ancestry of 
the Messiah. 

Q, What became of the city ? 

A, It was set on fire ; and the spoil was devoted to 

• JoAhua V. 13 — Vft. 

t Keren ha johaU, not the ram's horUf but the jabilee horn 
or trumpet, according to Mr. Parkhnrst, Dvho is borne oat by 
Exodus xlx. 13. where the trump of Ood U termed jobaU; — a 
■ame derived, according to some, from Jobal, the inventor of 
nosical instroment% Gen. iv. 21. The jubilee had its name 
' -m being ushered in by iht jobelim or trumpet*, Lev xxv.9, 10. 
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the Lord.* And Joehua adjured the people^ saying, 
" Cursed be the mior before the Lors>, that riseth up and 
boildeth this city Jericho : he shall lay the foandation 
thereof in his first- born, and in his youngest son shall he 
set up the gates of it.**t 

Q. Who privately took of the spoil ? 
^. Achan : *' therefore the children of Israel cookL 
not stand before their enemies/' but were defeated in 
their attack upon Ai. 

Q. How did Joshua act under this reverse ? 
^. He and the elders cried earnestly to the Lord, who 
hearing their prayer, made known to Joshua the crime 
that had been committed, and directed him to bring 
the Israelites bekre the Lord by their tribes, by their 
fisimilies, by their households, and, lastly, man by man. 
Q. Upon whom did the lot fall ? 
^. Achan, of the tribe of Judah, .was taken; and 
having confessed he had secreted n Babylonish garment, 
two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold, he 
was condemned to die. 
Q. How was he put to death ; 



• Every thing thus devoted to the Lord, was submitted to 
a purification : if it could endure fire, it was passed through 
fire ; if not, it was passed throngh water, Nnmb. xxxi. 23. 
To these modes of purification, the tribulations throngh i^hich 
believers enter the kingdom are compared, Psalm ixvi.lO. 12 
Isaiah zliii. 2. In these customs, probably long anterior to 
the establishment of the Israelitish polity, purgation by ordeal 
may have originated, 
t See 1 Kings xvi. Si. 
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A, He^ his family, and his cattle were stoned,* 
and afterwards burnt with fire.t A heap of stones was 
then raised over him ; $ &ncl the place, in oommemoration, 
was called the valley of Achor, or Troab]e.§ 

* Unless the execution of tbe members of Achan's family 
was the resnlt of a Divine command, (in which ca^e the pro- 
priety of the measore admits not of a donbt) it most have been 
the result of popular indignation. To condemn a whole family 
of anoffending individuals for the crime of its chief, was cer- 
tainly congenial to the barbarous manners of the Orientals. 
See Dan. vi. 24. Thus, also, all the family of Intaphernes were 
doomed to death by Darius Hystaspes, for the individaal 
crime of that nobleman: and all the relatives of Hanno, the 
Carthaginian, were put to death by his countrymen, because 
he had conspired against the state. See Rollings Anc. Hist, 
vol. ii. b. 2. — vol. iii. b. 6. Bnt the Mosaic law prohibited 
this cruelty. Dent. xxiv. 16. 

t Burning is a very ancient punishment. It was threatened 
to Tamar, in patriarchal days, Gen. xxxvili. 24 ; was inflicted 
on Achan ; was in use among the Philistines, Judges xv. 6| the 
Babylonians, Dan. iii. 6. ; and, according to Caesar, among the 
Oauls. In modern times, it has been awarded by legislators to 
atrocious criminals ; but Rome papal, emulous of Rome pa- 
gan, has, for ages, assigned this punishment to those martyrs 
for Jesus, who dare to protest against the errors of her itpi- 
ritnal hierarchy. 

X Heaps of this kind were raised over the king of Ai, 
Joshua viii. 29. and over Absalom, 2 Sara, xviii. 17. They 
were reared as national monuments, — as marks of respect to 
illustrious warriors deceased, and, sometimes, by the hands of 
friendsliip. Hence originated the mounds, tumuli, barrows^ 
and cairns, found in various parts of the world. 

% He is called Achan and Achor, Joshua vii. 18. 1 Cbron. 
ii. 7. ; and the latter name, signifying troubU, probably sog- 
pesf ed to Joshua the expression, ** Why hast thou troubled os ? 
tbe Lord shall trouble thee this day.*' A similar allusion to a 
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Q. Did Joshua succeed in his next attack on Ai ? 

^. Yes 3 Ai WBS taken by stratagem, and was sacked 
and burnt. 

Q. What important transaction folk>wed the destmc- 
tion (^ Ai ? 

^. Joshna having reared an altar upon Monnt Ebal^ 
offered saciifioes to the Lord. He then wrote a copy of 
the law on stone, in the presence of all Israel, including 
women, children, and the strangers conversant among 
them ; and the congregation standing, one half over 
against Mount Gerizim, and the other half over against 
Mount Ebal, Joshna and the Levites rehearsed to them 
all the words of the law, and the blessings and curses 
by which it was enforced.'* 

Q. What people deceived Joshna into a treaty ? 

^. The Gibeonites, who were therefore condemned to 
be hewers of wood and drawers of water. 

Q. What was the consequence of this alliance } 

A. Adoni-zedec, king of Jerusalem, and four of his 
allies, came up against Gibeon, but were defeated by 
Joshua J t and in their flight, '^ the Lo^d cast down great 
hail*stones from heaven upon them.'* 

Q. How did the Lord honour Joshua on this occasion > 



name occurs in Micah i. 14. — " The houses of Achzib shall be 
Aehob (a lie) to the kings of Israel." 

* Bent* xxvii. xxvlii. Joshna viii. 30. S6. 

t Hebron and Debit, which were captared after this battle, 
fell again 'into the hands of the Canaanites, and were again 
recaptured after the death of Joshua, Judges L IQ, 11 , 12, IS. 
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A. At Joshua's command, the sun stood still upon 
Gibeon, and the moon in the valley of Ajalon, for '^ about 
a whole day."* 

Q, What became of the five kings ? 

An They hid themselves in a cave, but being discovered, 
were shut up there by the Israelites, and when the pur- 
suit was over, were brought forth and slain. 

Q. What followed this victory > 

A, '* Joshua smote all the country of the hills, and of 
the south, and of the vale, and of the springs, and aB 
their kings : he left none remaining, but utterly destroyed 
an that bieathed, as the Lord God of Israel com- 
manded.*'( 

Q. What was the cause if this severity ? 

A. The abominable practices of the people,} on which 



* Tbe pagan observation of tbU event is supposed to be 
recorded in Ovid's fable of Phaeton's catastrophe. These 
things were written in the book of Jasher, Joshna x. 13. which 
probably contained official records of state matters, or songs 
commemorative of tbe mighty deeds wrought in behalf of 
Israel ; and hence, agreeable to a custom prevalent among the 
Hebrews, called Jasher, from the initial word of the introduce 
tory clause, as in Exodus xv. 1. Az jashir.-^See Hornb's 
Introd. vol. iv. p. 36. and Parkhurst's Lexicon, under tbe 
word. 

§ Josh. X. 40. 

X The names of many Canaanitish cities divided by Joiihiui 
among the children of Iitracl, have particular reference to 
their idolatry. Thus there are Bamoth-baal, the high places 
of Baal ; Beth-peor, the house or temple of Peor, an obseene 
deity, a sort of Priapns ; fieth-shemesh, the house of the 
sun { Beth-hoglab, the house of revolving, where probably the 
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account the land is said to have ** vomiud 0ui ker m- 

Q. What measure did the remaining princes of 
Canaan adopt to wiUistand Joshna ? 

A.- They formed a rery powerful confederacy, and 
with a mighty army, supported hy caTalry and chariots 
of war, encamped against Israel at the mi/em of 
Merom : bnt the Lord delivered diem into the hands of 
Joshua, who utterly defeated them, and pursued them 
to Great Zidon, and to Misrephoth-maim.^ 

A. M. 2558. Q. How long did the war last ? 

B. C. 1446. Seven years. II 

Q* Did Joshua get possession of ail Canaan ? 

A, No : several nations were left to try Israel, viz. 
the Philistines, Sidonians, Hivites, Hittites, Amorites, 
Perizzites, and Jebusites.§ 

beaTOiM were worshipped in. orbiealar dances, indicative of 
their motion I Beth-palet, the hoase of escape, doabtless a 
sanctuary ; Beth-horon, the house of baming, which probably 
was the place where the Canaanites made their children pass 
through the fire to Moloch; Bctb-marcaboth, the house of 
chariots, probably of the sun, saeh as Israel had in the days 
of Josiab; and many others. Josh. ziti. 17, 20. xv. 6, 10. — 
xtL 3. xlx. 6. 

t Levit. xviii. 25. 27, 28. 

Y The bnrnings of the waters ; probably hot springs. 

I See Chronological Table, No. 2. 

% Judges 11. 21, 23. \\\. 1 — 6. 2 Chron. viii. 7. 

The whole of the Canaanitish nations, both in the interior, 
and by the sea, Joshna v. 1. were engaged in the war with 
Joshua. To avoid the nnspaiing rage of the conquerors, great 
numbers of them took shipping and sought an asylum in foreign 
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Q. TowhomdidJoshiiaappoTtioiitliecoiiqiieredlands; 

A, He apportioned the lands first conquered^ to the 
tribes of Judah^ Ephraim^ and Manasseh ; and afterwards 
caused the conntry to be surveyed^ and divided by lot 
among the remaining seven tribes.! 

Q, What reservations were made ? 

j4. The city of Hebron was reserved for Caleb $ Tini' 
natii-serah for Joshua 5 and eight and forty cities for 
the Levites.ll 

Q, Why were Hebron and Timnath-serah g^ven to 
Caleb and Joshua ? 

A. As a reward for their fidelity in the discharge of 
their duty : these cities were given them by an express 
command.§ 

Q. Why did not the Levites receive a portion ia 
common with their brethren ? 

landf . These are the colonies which the Phcenicians are said 
to have sent out about this period ; and among them may be 
reckoned Cadmuii and his followers, who carried the Phcrai- 
cian letters into Greece. 

It has been proved from ancient monuments yet extant, Ibst 
the Carthaginians were a colony of Tyrians, who left their 
country about this time : and that the inhabitants of I«eptis, 
in Africa, were a colony of Sidonians who abandoned the land 
of their nativity, on account of the calamities by which it was 
overwhelmed .--See Stackhovsb's Hist of the Bible, vol. iii« 
book 5.— and Horn^'s Introdaction. vol. iv. where teverst 
authorities are quoted on this subject. 

X Josh, xviii.1.— xix. 48, 40. 

I The cities of the Levites were scattered among the pos- 
sesteions of the twelve tribes. 

^ Josh. xiv. 6—16. xix. 49—60. 
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A, 'Because mmisteriikg in holy things^ '' the I«ord 
was their inheritance.*'* 

Q. To what particular purpose were six of Ihe cities 
of the Levites devoted \ 

A._ They were made .cities of reiiige or sanctuaries, 
lor the -safety of individuate by whom murder ;was 
mdesignedly committed.t 

Q. Of what are the cities of refuge typical ? ^ . 

- A, Of Christ, the refuge of perishing sinn^rsil 

Q. What became of the tabernacle ? 

A» By Divine appointment it was set up in Shiloh^^ 
in the tribe of Ephraim. 

Q, Did all Israel dwell on the .west of Jordan ? 

A. No : the Beubenites, Gadites, and the half tribe 
of ^anaaseh, dwelt on the east side of f^at river, whi- 
ther their troq>s returned with great spml after, the 
conclusion of the Canaanitidi war. ODi passing *tlie 
Jordan, they set up a large altar off witness. * i * 

Q, What was the consequence \ 

A, The other' tribes deeming this an open avowal of 
idolatry, assenlbled -an army in Shildh against them 5 
"but first sent Phinehas and 'ten of the princes *to renfoa- 
strste with them. The Oileadites, however, solemnly 
declaring that the altar was designed to be merely a 
memorial to posterity of thdriright to participate in the 
religious pririleges of Israel, the eongjregiiiiOb was fully 
satisfied, and disbanded the troops. > . 

* Numb, xviif . 20..^24. Josh. xiii. 33. 

f See Appendix K. X Heb. vi. 18. 

YJer. viLlS. Dent xii. 3.— U. 
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Q. How did Joshua gliow hU concern for the welfare 
of Israd ? 

^. Having assembled the people together> he re- 
minded them of all that the Lord had done for them i 
warned them of the sad consequences of apostacy ; and 
urged them to keep the commands of the Lord. 

Q.'What appeal did he make to them conoemiDg 
the faithfulness of God ? 

A. He said, " Behold, this day I am going the way 
of all the earth : and ye know in all your hearts and in 
all your souls, that not one thing hath failed of all the 
good things which the Lord your God spake concerning 
you ; all are come to pass unto you, and not one thing 
hath Med thereof." 

Q. What proposition did he make to the people ? 

A. He said, *' If it seem evil unto you to serve the 
Lord, choose yon this day whom ye will serve ; whether 
the gods which your fathers served that were on the 
other side of the flood,* or the gods of the Amorites, in 
whose land ye dwell : but as for me and my house, we 
will serve the Lord. And the people answered and 
said, God forbid that we should forsake the Lord to serve 

other gods." ^''The Lord our God will we serve, 

and his voice will we obey.**t 

Q. How was this determination commemorated r 

A. Joshua set up a large stone under an oak, that 
was by the sanctuary of the Lord, as a witness unto 
the people. ^ 

* The Euphrates. t Josh. xxir. 15^ 16, 24. 
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Q. At x^hat age did Joshua* die } 

A. At the age of one hundred and ten years : be was 
buried in Mount Ephtaim. 

Q. Where did the Israelites bury the bones of J<^pb ?t 

A, In a parcel of ground which Jacob had purchased 
in Shechem. 

Q. How long did the Israelites keep the command- 
ments of God ? 

A. During the days ol Calebs and of the elders that 
sorvived Joshua. 

Q. Did the Israelites prosecute their conquests in 

Palestine ? 

A, Yes : they captured many places^ but did not suc- 
ceed in expelling all the Canaanites. 

Q, By whom was Jerusalem taken ? 

A. By tlie children of Jadah. Adonibezek^ the king^ 
who had cut off the thumbs and great toes J of seventy 
princes^ was himself riequited in like manner, and died 
soon after. 

Q. By whom was Kirjath-sephir captured ? 

A. By Othniel, whose yaloup Caleb rewarded by 
giving him his daughter to wife. 



* Joshua is usually considered as the anther of the book 
which bears his nanie, altbongh feonie passages in it may have 
l>een added l)y Samuel, Eera, or some other authorized scribe. 

t From Acts vii. 16, 16. it has been inferred that the bones of 
the other patriarchs also were carried to Canaan. 

tThis mutilation totally incapacitated them for ranning 
swiftly, — a desirable accomplishment in an ancient warrior. 
2Sam. u. 18. 1 Chron. xii. 8. , 
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Q. Which tribe appears to barve first apostatized } 
. A- The tribe of Daii>^ who set up a grarrea im^ige, 
which oontinaed in the city of Dan until the captivity of 
the laadLf 

Q, What flagrant wickedness was committed, about 
the same time, in Gibeah of Benjamin ? 

A* The e<nicuUne of a Levite was treated with 8tich 
brutal cruelty by some Benjamites, that she died. 

^. How did the Levite seek redress \ 

A, He divided the dead body into twelve parts, and 
sent them into all the coasts of Israel, with an accrcmnt 
of the drcumstance. In consequence of this^ the whole 
nation, from Dan to Beersheba,| with one consent. 



* The setting np of Mlcsh'« image in Dan, Judges xviiL 30. 
and the maltreatment of the Levite's eoDcnbine, happened in 
the days of the elders that overlived Joshua : for in those 
days '* there was no liing in Israel,'' xvii. 6. xviii. 1. xix. 1. 
the Danites had not yet obtained all their inheritance, xTiii. 
1. Pbinelias, the son of Eleazar, whe bad been cotemporary 
with Mosesy ministered before the ark of God, xx. 28. and 1^ 
the elders the contamacioas Benjamites were adjudged to 
punishment, xx. 2. stxi. 16. 

t By ih€ eaptimty of the Umd some understand the captivity 
under Tiglath-pileser, S Kings xv. 29. others, that under 
Sbalmaneser, 2 Kings xvii. 6. or that under the Philistines, 
1 fiiam^ iv, 10^ 11. The last conjectare is probably correct, for 
some eommentatorf , instead of ha-uretZf iht landp read Atfi«mi, 
the arkf xvUi. SO, which is agreeable to v. SI, where the cob- 
tionation of Micah's image In the city of Oaoi is limited to 
the time the ark remained in fthiloh, to which pface it did not 
return after its capmre by the Philistines. 

t Dan and Beersheba were the oppsite extremities of the 
land. 
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assembled at Mizpeh^ and having heard the story from 
the mouth of the Levftd^ they resolved not to separate 
until they had avenged the deed. • *' • •. 

Q. What measures were adopted against the B^n- 
janiites? • 

A, As they refused to gi\e up the delinquents, the 
Israelites summoned every* lian of their tribes, on paiti 
of death, to jbiii tlieir camp 3 and took an 'oath'ni6t to 
give theii^ daughters iil marriage to the childreti»' of 
Benjamin, against whom' they declafed war. 

Q. What was the amount of 'their riesp6ctive' armies ? 

^. The Israelites had four hundred thousand men, 
and the Benjamites only twenty-six thousand seven hun- 
dred \ but of these seven liilndred were left handed, and 
could flfling stones at ^ hair*^ breadth, and not miss.' 

9. What was the i^sue bifthe wai*^ 

A, In the first and second battles the Israelites were 
defeated vnth the loss of forty thousand men : but in 

r 

the third conflict, the Iford gave the Benjamites into the 
hands of Israel, who slew of them twenty-five thousai^d 
one' hundred meaj and thjen, passing through tiheir 
territory, they smote man and beast, itnd all 'that came 
to hand, and set their citie^ on fire. Six hundred' 
Benjamites however escaped, and fled to the cock Rinmion 
in the wilderness, whrn'they Temained fsnr months. 
Q. Was this victory a cause of triumph to the tribes 1 
A, No : it was cOntrarywise a spurce of much ^men^ 
tation; for they regretted the oaith they had taken, fear- 
ing the extinction of the tribe. They therefore b^n 
to devise means to supply witb wives the remnant that 
had escaped. h 2 
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Q» What 63qiedient9 were jadopted ? 
. j4, Tbey smote Jabeah Gilea4«l>ecaii8e tke^ iiihabitanU 
did not join them in th« war^ and thps procpredfonr 
hundred virgins, who were tendered to the Benjanutes. 
Those who still lacked wiyes, by the recommendati<m of 
the elders, laid wait in the vineyards, near Shiloh, 
during; the oelefaration of an annual festival, and carried 
off tW young women as they caine out in dances.* 

Q, Did the Israelites sqcceed in. obtaining possessic^ 
of all the places allotted to them } 
* ^, No : they disobeyed the Lord in making. alliances 
with the Cananite8,t and tolerating, their abominable 
idolatiy ; wherefore he did not drive ovp the inhabitants 
before them 4 Conse^ueptly, as was predicted by 
Moses,^ they '* were mingled among the heathen> and 
learned their works,, Yeaj. they sacrificed their sc^s and 
their daughters unto devils,|| and shed innocent bk>od, — 

* RomiUoSy the foaoder of R«me^ procured wives for bit 
banditti in ^ similar way. 

f Judges iii. 6.-7. ' 

$iiriie decree- for their exjArpation was Vevoked^ Jad^itS. 
anil ^oose(|afAtly the isr^eiites Abared the iaad with the 
original possessors, iii. 5, 6. Arannah and Uriah were 
Canaaniteiy & Sam. xi. 3. xxiv. 18. 

% Beat. x%%\, 16. ... 

I The wordiSMdMH bere-reMered dtpilBf seeml .tp reitf to 
the prolific powers of Natare, personified and worshipped by 
the Canaanites. The Egyptian Isis, Und the Grecian PJana, 
were of this class, as their symbols indicate. 

Our. translators have hMerpreted Skarhn, Ltviv xvii. 7. 
in like wanner. The word signifies 9omethmg Aorrtile, sad 
pr^ably refers to Mendes^ or some such filthy deity of the 
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the blood of their sons and of their daughters, whom they 
saerificed unto the idols of Canaan.'*^ 

Q. How were they governed after the days of the 
elders ? 

A. By jad^s : but their authority did not always 
extend over the whole land, nor was their administra- 
tion of justice always strict. In many parts of the conn- 
try "every man did what was right in his own eyes.'^f 

Q. What was the consequence of their apostacy ? 

A* " Therefore was the wrath of the Losd kindled 
against his people, insomuch that he abhorred his own 
inheritance, and he gave them into the hand of the 
heathen. Many times did he deliver the;n , but they 
provoked him with their counsel, and were brought low 
for their -inijiuity.'* 

A. M. 259i^. Q, By whom were they first punished ? 

B. C. 1405. A. ByCushan-rishathaimking ofMeso- 
potamis^-who subdued and oppressed them eigbt years. 

Q. Did their affliction bring them to repentance ? 
A. Yes : they " remembered that God was th^ir 
Rock, and the high God their Redeemer 3" and when 

A. M. 2607. they sought him, he raised them up a 

B. C. 1397. deliverer in the person of Othniel, who 
defeated Cushan-rishathaim. 

Egyptian superstition, to ^hom they sacrificed in private. 
To gaarcl against this, it was decreed that every animal should 
be slaughtered at the sanctua^jr. Lev. xvii. 1. — ^9.' 

• Ps. cv^. SS.— 38. 

+ 'The idolatrous practices perpetually resorted to by the 
Israelites, demonstrate in the strongest manner, either the im- 
becili^' or corruption of the government. Judg. ti. 16, 19. — 
xvii. 6. 
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Q, How long did tbey enjoy tranqnillity ? 

A, "The land had rest forty years," when the Is- 

A. M. 2647. raelites again relapsing into idolatry, 

B. C. 1357. the Lord gave them into the hands of 
Eglon king of Moab, who, with the Amalekites and 
Amorites, oppressed them eighteen years. 

A. M. 2665. Q. How were they delivered ? 

B. C. 1339. ^. Having songht the Lord, he raised 
up a deliverer in the person of Ehud, a Benjamite, who 
«lew Egloh in a private conference ; X ^^^t escaping to his 
own land, raised an army, and defeated the Moabites 
at the fords of Jordan. 

Q. What was the result of this victory ? 

j4. " The land had rest four-score years." During 
this period, Shamgar slew six hundred Philistines with 
an ox-goad : " and he also delivered Israel."^ 

A. M. 2745. Q. How did this rest terminate ? 

B. C. 1269. W. The Israelites, forsaking the Lord, 
were given into the hands of Jabin, king of Canaan, 
who had nine hundred chariots of iron -, and he oppressed 
them twenty years. 

i The expresMon, " The Lord raised tliem op a deli? erer," 
Judg. iir. 15. '* does not neeessariiy imply that the act which 
Providence made t ubservient to the deliverance of the people, 
vra« morally right ; for the orientals ascribe to the Deity even 
what is evil. I will, therefore, by no means justify the conr- 
doct of Ehnd, in murdering the king of Moab, while, in token 
of their subjection, he presented him with a gift from the 
Israelites." — Michaelis's Comment, vol 1. ArL 64. 

^ Judg. iii. 31. V. 0. Shamgar's deliverance of Israel ap- 
pears to have been, like Samson's, partial, and restricted to 
western Israel.— See Notes to Chron. Tab. No. S. 



A. M. 2765. Q. ^ wb»8e instrDmentalify weire they 

B. C. 1239. deUvered? 

A. They cried to the Lord^ and he delivered them bj 
Deborah the prophetess^ wife of L^pidoth^ and Barak* 
who^ with ten thonoand men^ defeai^d Sisera^ Jabin a 
captain, on the plain of Megiddo.|| Thia vietf^iy they 
celebrated in a triumphal song. 

Q. What became of Sisera > 

^. He was treacherously mnrd^ed by Jael> the wife 
of Heber the Kenite, the ally of Jabin. 

Q. What tribes chiefly distijagvisbed tbemselvfiS in 
this battle ? 

A. Zebulon, Napthalij and Tssadbar^ 

Q, What was the state of things in Israel immedi- 
ately preyions ? 



Illiecity of Acco, tha'Ptoltinais of the Greeks^ and the 
Aere of modern timeii which, with odier maritime plaees, 
was left in the hands of the Canaanites, Jadg. i. 31. is so 
decisive of the fate of Palestine, that whoever possesses it, 
may easily become master of the Whole coontry. From this 
port, a Vast aad fertile plain eiti^d» all the way. to the river 
Jordan, dividing Palestine into two halves* This is the M«- 
giddo and Armageddon of holy writ; and is otherwise known 
as ** the great plain,** *'the plain of Jezreel or Esdraelon/' 
and '' the Galilean plain.'' In this plain have been £onght 
aio^t of those battles which have i:<inslgaed the country to new 
masters. Here Barak defeated Sisera ; Jndg. v. 19. 3aul was 
defeated by the Philistines; 1 Sam. xxix. 1. 11. xxxi. 1. — 6, 
and Josiah was slain by Necho ; 8 Kings xxiii. 2d, 30. It was 
precisely the same daring the crusades, the ehief scene of 
which was this vale, and the city of A ceo itself.— See Mi- 
ch aelis's Comment. vol,l. Art xix« Clause's Travels vol. iv. 
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A. The Danites had already embarked \ the tribe of 
Asber remained on the coast, and in creeks, apparently 
with design to escape to other lands ; great fears were 
entertained by the patriotic band for the fidelity of the 
Ret|bemte8, who, with the other Gileadites, kept aloof 
from the battle. 

Q. What cnrse was pronounced on this occasion on 
the inhabitants of Meroz ? 

A, *' Cnrse ye Meroz, said the angel of the Lord, 
cnrse ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof \ because they 
came not to the help of the Lord, to the help of the 
Lord against the tnighty.*'§ 

Q. How long did the land enjoy repose after this 
victory > 

A. Forty years. 

A. M. 2805. ^. What intermpted this peace > 

B. C. 1199. >^. The Israelites again relapsing into 
idolatry, the Lord gave them into the hands of the Midi- 
anites, who oppressed them seven years. .In this period, 
the Israelites betook, themselves to dens, caves^ and 
strong holds, suffering greatly for want of food ; their 
enemies, the Midianites and Amaleldtes, destroying, 
in the most wanton manner, all the increase of the 
earth. 

A. M. 2812. q. Whence did the Israelites look 'for 

B. C. 1192. help? 

A, Being impoverished by their enemies, they cried 
onto the Lord, who, after reminding them by one of his 

S Judg. V. 15.— 18. 23. 
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propheU, of his goodness and their ingratitndcj nused 
up a deliverer in the person of Gideon^ son of Joash. 

Q. How did the Lord call Gideon ? 

^. While he threshed wheat secretly for fear of the 
enemy, the angel of the Lord appeared to him under 
an oak« and bade him go and smite the Midianites. 
Gideon haying asked a sign, was commanded to place 
some provisions he had brought, on the top of the rock, 
oat of which fire arose and consumed them -, «uid the 
angel departed out of his sight. 

Q, How did this afiect Gideon > 

A. Perceiving it was an angel of the Lord, he said, 
"Alas, O Lord God! for because I have seen an angel 
of the Lord face to face. But the Lord said unto him. 
Fear not : thou shalt not die/'* 

Q. By what was the deliverance of Israel necessarily 
preceded ? 

A» By a reformation from idolatry : Gideon assisted 
by ten of his servants, threw down the altar of Baal by 
night, and cut down th» grove ; then, having raised an 
altar to the Lord, on the top of the rock whence the 
fire had issued, sacrificed one of his father's bullocks 
thereon, by Divine command. 

Q. What was the consequence } 

A. The people of the city having seen what was done^ 
innsted that Gideon should die fOr his offence 3 but 
Joash, his father, contended that those who pleaded for 
Baal should be put to death ; observing, that if Baal 

* 9ce sole (*) p.. S9. and compai^ It with Exod. xxxiii. 20- 
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were a god be could plead for biiiMelf : therefore lie 
called Gideon — Jembbaal.* 

Q. What followed this ? 

A, The spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon, and he 
•iimmoned the men -of Manasseh, Asher, Zebnkm, and 
"Naphtali^ to join his standard ; bnt wishing further 'as- 
surance that God by his hand would deliver Israel, he 
•ought two tokens, which the Lord mercifully granted. 
On two successive nights be exposed a fleece in the 
floor : the first night, it was drenched with dew, while 
the surrounding earth remuned dry ; and on the second, 
it continued dry, though the dewf had fallen all aroond. 

Q. How were the Israelites to be taught that God 
alone delitered them ? 

A. By the reduction of Gideon's army, which oon- 
tisted at first of thirty-two thousand men. The fearfol 
being commanded to return home, two and twenty thon- 
sand left the field :t the army being still two numerous, 

* Judg. vi. 92« ** And he caHed him that tame day Jembbaal, 
aayhnf 9 Jsreb bo ba-baal/' I^t ikk Baal plead agmnd Aim. 

t The dews in the holy land are very copiooa, and sapply tbe 
want of rain. It waA considered as a great blessing, Geo. 
xxvii. 28. Its abundance, and its fertilizing effects are 
noticed by the prophets, Dent. zzsIL 2.«^-sxxiiL it. Pt«lm 
oftxxiii. a. Hosea xiv. §, 

t There were several exemptions from military service 
among the Israelites, of which this was one. The others were— 
If a man had bailt a honse, and had not dedicated it ; if he 
* bad lilattted a vineyard or an olive yard, and had not eaten 
of the fruit ; if he had betrothed a wile, and had not mar- 
ried her, Deiit. xx. 2^8 : if he Jiad married, a wife, he waa 
exempt for one year from any state business, Deot« xxtv. 6. 
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the Lord commanded Gideon to conduct the remainder 
to the water, and' to separate thoae who lapped, putting 
their hand to their mdntii, from thoie who went on their 
knees to, drink. Of the former, i^iere were only three 
hundred ; and the Lor^ appointed t^eie to conduct. the 
war against Midian. 
Q. How was. Gideon encouraged to trust in God? 
^. Having gone down, by God's command, to the 
camp of the enemy, he heard a Midianite observe, as the 
interpretation of a dream, that God had delivered all their 
host into the hands of Gideon. ' On this he returned 
to his troop ; and, having given to every man a trum- 
pet, and a pitcher containing a lampy led them, in the 
beginning of the middle walcfa,* against the host of 
Midian, which was encamped in Jeza^eeL 

Q. How was the arm of the Lord displayed in ^ the 
discomfiture of Midian ? 
A, In a.very signal manner: Gideon's troop standing 
every man in his place round about the camp," they 
blew the trumpets, and brake the pitchers, and held 
the lamps in their left hands, and the trumpets in their 
right bands, and cried. The sword of the Lord and of 
Gideon. And the Lord set every, man's sword against 
his fellow, even throughout all the host $" and they fled 
before Gideon. Being intercepted, however, by the 

***Tbe night was originally divided into three partn, or 
watches : the first or beginning of watches, Lam. ii. 19. the 
middU watehf Jadg. vii. 19. and the morning watch^ £xod. xiv. 
24. It is probable that these watches varied in length accord- 
ing to the seasons of the year.'' — Horne's Introdact. vol. iii. 

N 



€€ 
<€ 



134 SCBIPTUBB HISTORY. 

Ephraamitea, who, at Gideon's request^ had smzed the 
fords of Beth-barah and Jordan, " there fell a hundred 
and twenty thousand men^ that drew sword^*' and two 
prinees, Oreb and Zeeb^f 

Q. What effect bad this victory on the Ephraimites ? 

^. It excited their jealousy towards Gideon, '* and 
they did chide with him sharply/* because they were not 
summoned to the battle. 

Q. Who refused him and his men assistance in their 
pursuit of the Midianites ? 
. ^, The men of Succoth and of Penuel. 

Q. Did he overtake the fugitives ? 

^» Yes : and defeated them ; and having taken the 
two kings prisoners, he skw them with his own hand^ 
and took away the ornaments^ from their camels' necks 

Q. How did he punish the men of Succoth on hii, 
return ? 

^. He crushed the princes and elders of the city 
under thorns and briars. 

Q, How did he punish the men of Penuel ? 

^. He ' demolished the tower, and slew the men o ^ 
the.city. "^^^ 

Q» How did the Israelites show tiieir gratitnde t ^^ 
Gideon > 

* This victory was long remembered as the '^ day of M ' ^ 
diao." Psalm Ixxxiii. 0, 11. Isa. tx. 4. "^^ <\ 

t Or':b signifies a crowy and Zeeb a wolf, "^ * 

t He actrd as the avenger of blood, Zebah and Zalmttnr'*^ 
having slain his brethren, Jndg. viii. 18—21 . — See Appendix I '^^-i 

f Hasharonim, IHile moons, supposed to refer to the w«^'>^i 
ship of the lanar orb. '^~ u 
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^. They offered to make him king 5 but he reftised 

the dignity for himself and son^ sayings '' The Lord shall 
reiga over you." 

Q» What favour did he request of them ? 

^. That they would give hiln the ear-rings of gold* 
they had taken from the Ishmaelites : this being com- 
plied with, he made of them an ephod^t which became 
a snare to Israel. 

A.M. 2647. Q. Who began to judge Israel at this 
B. C. 1157. period? 

A, Eli, the high priest. 

Q,^ How many children had Gideon } 

A, Seventy sons. 

Q. How long did the land rest after the defeat of 
Midian } 

A, " The country was m qmetness forty years in the 
%s of Gideon." 

Q. When did this rest terminate ? 
A.M. 2852. A. At the death of Gideon, when the 
E. C. 1152. Israelites again apostatized, and wor- 
ilBj^]^ Baalim and Baal berith )X forgetting ''the Lord 
klr Grod^ who had delivered them oiit of the hands of 



^Jndg. viii. 24 — 26. Ear-rings were worn both by men and 
Kunen, Bxod. xxxii. 2, 3, 24. 

^ The ephod was a kind of sartont coat. A description of 
^ high priest's ephod, which was exceedingly hple.ndid, is 
ptn Ekod. xx^it. 4 — 35. 

t Tfiis Canaanitish deity, the lord of the eovewmt, was pro- 
^ly inroked, like Volcau the avenger, at the conclasion of 
Beatles. For an account of the Baalim, see Judg. x. 6. 
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all their enemies on every side/' and acting nngratefnlly 
to tbe house of Gideon. 

Q, What was the consequence of this'apostacy ? 

j4. The Ammonites,, layii^ claim to. the lands on the 
east of Jordan,* attacked and snbdned the Tsrai^lites in 
that region, and oppressed them severely eighteen year8.t 
Meanwhile Abimelech, one of the sons* of Gideon, taking 
advantage of the prevailing anarchy, conspired ^g^inst 
his brethren, and slew them all npon one stone, except 
Jotham, who escaped by concealment. He was then 
made king by the Shechemites, and reigned over part 
of the land for three years. 

Q. How did Abimelech*s reign terminate ? 

^. Qnanelling with the Shechemites, t he warred 
against them and defeated them ; but approaching the 
gate of the tower of Thebez to set it on fire, a woman 
threw a piece of a milstone npon his head and brake 
his sknlL^ 

A. M. 2855. Q. W^o.^acceeded him ? 

B. C. 1149. ^. Tola. 

A. M. 2870. Q. What oocnrred in the sixteenth year 
B.C. 1134. of Tolas administration ? 

v/. The Ammonites, who had already oppressed the 
Renbenites, Gadites, and Manassites, eighteen years, § 
crossed the Jordan to attack Judah, Benjamin, and 
Ephraim. 

• Judg. xi. 13. f X. 8. t ix. 2S, 24. 

1^ Fancying it disgraceful to be slain by a woman, he re- 
qoested hi^ armoor*bearer to thrust him through with his 
sword. ^ Judg. x. 8, 9. 
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Q. What did the Israelites do in this extremity ? 

^. They cried earnestly to God for help j put away 
their strange gods j and then« assembling an army, in- 
vited Jephthah to the command^ with a promise that he 
shonld be head over all the inhabitants of Gilead.*^ 

Q. Were the Israelites united on this occasion ? 

^. No : the Ephraimites, the most powerful tribef 
in Israel^ remained neatral4 

Q. Did Jephthah accept the command ? 

^. Yes : he accepted the government of Gilead> and 
immediately sent a remonstrance to the kingof Ammon, 
but in vain.^ 

Q. What was the consequence ? 

^. The Spirit of the Lord coming upon Jephthah^ he 
led his army against the Ammonites 3 vowing, that if 
the Lord delivered them into his hand^ he would offer 
for a burnt offering, whatsoever came out of the door 
of bis house to meet him. 

Q. What was the result of the battle ? 

u4. The Lord delivered the Ammonites into the hands 



• Jndg. z. 18. xi. 8. r 

f The Ephraimites being by far the most powerfal of the 
tribes, in process of time gave their name to the other ten, 
— P8l. Ixxvlii. 67. Isa. ix. 0. 21. xi. IS. and several places 
in Hosea, and elsewhere. They were very warlike, and hence 
the expression, Psl. Ixxviii. 9. 

X Judg. xii. 2. 3. 

% From this remonstrance it is evident that Israel, before 
the Ammonitish invasion, had possessed the lands eastward 
of Jordan three hundred years« — ^Judg. xi, 26. 
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of the Israelites^ who routed them with great slaughter, 
and smote twenty of their cities. 
A. M. 2870. Q. Did this victory complete the de- 
B.C. 1134. liverance of Israel? 

^. No: the Philistines subdued the sonth-westem 
parts of Israel^ and snbjected the people to great pri- 
vations and oppression^* for forty years. 



* JudgeH X. 7, 8.~xiii. 1. Among the various attempts made 
to iilnstrate this most difficnit epocha of sacred hUtory, that 
which seems to do least violence to the record, in the scheme 
of Dr. Caverhill, in bis Exposition of the seventy weeks, for 
which see Chron. Tab. No. 3. According to Sir John Mar- 
sham and Dr. Hales, the servitude under the Ammonites did 
not commence till after the reign and adminlstratiomi of 
Abimelecb, Tola, and Jair,— a period of forty-eight years, 
malting with the administration of Gideon, eighty-eight years ; 
whereas the rest following his victory is expressly limited to 
forty years, Jndg. viii. 28. And unless that expre*(sion de- 
fines the period of the rest, it will not be an easy matter to 
know what it means, or why it ia esed. 6tr John 1IIar»bam 
synchronizes the oppressions of the Ammonites and Pbtlistines ; 
but Dr. Hales, in his Analysis of Scripture Chronology, interposes 
between them the government of Jephthah, Ibzan, Elon, and 
Abdon, — a period of thirty-one years : whereas the sacred his- 
torian. Judges X. 6, 7, 8. having observed that the Lord sold 
the Israelites intothefadnds of the PMUstines and Ammon- 
ites, takes care to mak^ thll lUstlnction*— that hi that year, 
when this double servitude citenmenced ^ the west of Jordtm, 
the Ammonites had already oppressed the Gileadttes oigbtcen 
years ; but now, intending to enlarge their conquests, they passed 
over Jordan to attack Judah, Benjamin, and Ephraim, v. 9. 
These observations will be corroborated by considering the 
position of the respective conntries. Jephthah delivered bis 
own country, eastern Ivrael, which was contiguons toArnmon, 



BCBVTVSE HI8IS0BT* 



139 



Q. How wad JephtiuiL'Tbcei^eA on his return home ? 

A. Hi& ditugkter,* aa only ohild, witk her (iooapanionsy 
met him with timbidsand wilhtdftBO^) and i^hea he 
saw her^ he rent his x^thesi and aeid, " Alas^ iny dangh- 
ter ! thon haet bronght ibe Tery loW : — ^for- 1 have opened 
my month nnto the Load^ and I cannot go back. And 
she said niito hlmi Myiathery-<-do to me aceording to 
that which hath proceeded out of thy month > forasnladft 
as the Iionb hath taken, vengeanee for thee of thine 
enemies.-^Let me albne two months^ that ] mfeiy go up 
and down upon the moontains^ and bewail my virginity, 
I and my l^ws." 

Q, Was this respite given ? 



and became head over the Gileadiies only, Jiidg. x. 17, IS.—xi. 9-^ 
11. and was followed in that governHncnt by other judges ; for 
the Gileadites seem to have preserved a, distinct polity even 
in the days of Saul, 1 Cbron. v. 9, 10^ 18— -22. The countries 
of Judah and Dan, were in the immediate vicinity of the Phi- 
listines, by whom they were subdued ; and from Dan the Lord 
raised up a deliverer in the person of ISattison, Judg. xiii. 2 — 
25. The subject, however, is confessediy' tedibsrrassing ; and, 
amid a variety of schemes devised to clear up difficulties, every 
one will, of coarse, chuse that which, to him, appears most 
agreeable to truth. Dr. A. Clarke, in the preface to the 
book of Judges in his Commentary, af|fer giving the tichemes of 
Archbishop Vsahcr, Sir John Mar sham, and Dri Hales, ob- 
serves, ** I have my doubts whether the aatbor of this book 
ever designed to produce the snbjeei: in a strict chronological 
series* The book appears to have been composed of historicml 
memoranda^ bavuig very little re|atioi% to ^^b other, or 
among themselves.'^—See Notes to Chron. Tab. No. 3. 
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A. Yes : and ** at the end of two months she returned 
onto her father, who did with her accw4mg to his vow/'* 

(^. How was this drcomstanoe commemorated ? 

A. ** The daughters of Israel went yearly to lament 
the daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite four days in a 

year/'t 

Q. Was Jephthah*s victory a cause of gratnlation to 
all Israel ? 

A. No : the Ephraimites, envying Jephthah the dis- 
tinction he had obtained for himself and the Gileadites, 
attacked him with a strong army. This he defeated \ 
and, having secured the fords of Jordan which they had 
to pass in their way home, slew of them forty-two 
thousand men. 

A. M. 28/5. q. How long did Jephthah judge Gilead ? 

B. C. 1129. A. Six years. 
Q. Who succeeded him ? 

A, Ibzan, of Bethlehem : he had thirty sons and thirty 

daughters, t 

Q. How long did Tola judge Israel ? 
A, Three and twenty years. 
Q. Who succeeded him ? 



* See Appendix L. t See Appendix F. 

X Tbis is mentioned' to the lionoiir of Ibsan ; a aomeroiit 
family being considered, in ancient timei, at a very nignal 
btesfting. Gen. xv. 6.— >xvii. 20. — ^xxviii. S.--xUiii. 16» 19, 20. 
Deut. i. 11. 1 Chron. xxv. 6.-*xxvi. 5. Psalm cxxviL S— 6* 
— cxxviii : and a failnre of posterity, as a curse, Ruth i. 19— 21* 
PMalm XXX vii. 28. 
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A. M. 2878, A. Jair : he hftd thirty sobb^ each of 

B. G. 1126. whom had a city.* 

Q. How long did Ihzfit judge Israel ? 
A* M. 2883. A*, Seven yciu-s ^ he was sacceeded by 
B. C. U2h Eloii, a Zehol&nite. 

Q. Did the Israelites aiibniit patiently to the yoke of 
the Philistines ? 

A, No: they made .several attempts to recover their 
liberty. On some of these oeea^niB^ Samson, a Danite, 
displayed nnnsnal strength and eoutage*. 

q. What was remHrkahle of km bifth > 

A. An ai^l nH the liORot appeived to his mother^ 
acnd told her sfaetAenld beat', a 8on> whQ.should hegtn to 
deliver Israel ont of the: hand, df th^ Phtlistiaes. 

Q. Relate some of his.miiior exploits. 

A. He slew a Uosfl killed thkty nen of As^on f 

* Probably thsy acted as magistraies in these cities. Jndg. 
X.4. 

The Israelites were not allowed to moltl^jty horses, Dent. 
ZTii. 16. the lack of which was supplied by asses and males, on 
which the judges, and even the kings, and their sons rode. 
Jadg. ¥. 10. xii. 14. 2 Sam. xviii. 9. 1 Kingsf i. S3, 44. 
Zecb. ix. 9. " 

t The Angel of the Covenant seems to be here spoken of. 
Compare Judg. xlii. 18—23. wHh^en. xxxii. 29. « 

X The carcase of the lion furnished the subject of the riddle 
which Samson proposed at his wedding feast, to' the young 
Philistines, Judges xiv. 6—19. Unwilling to lose thirty sheets 
and thirty changes of raiment which depended on its being 
expounded, and finding themselves nnable to solve it, the 
Philistines threatened his wife with death, if she did not draw 
the secret from him, and make them acquainted with it. By 
these unfair means they arrived at the fact, and won the wager; 
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and sent three hundred foxes^ with firebrands between 
the tails of every conple^ among the standing com of 
the Philistines.* This warlike people^ finding he 
had done this because his wife had been given to 
another man^ burnt her and her father with fire. This 
severity^ however^ irritated Samson still more ; and to 
be avenged of them^ ''he smote them hip and thigh 
with a great slaughter : and he went down^ and dwelt 
in the top of the rock Etam." 

Q, Did the Philistines pursue him ? 

j4» Yes: ''they pitched in Judahy and spread them- 
selves in Lehi." The men of Jndah^ therefore^ remon- 
strated with Samson on the danger to which his presence 
exposed them: and he^ being first assured that they 
themselves would not kill him^ suffered them to bind 
him with new oords^ and to lead him away to Lehi. 

Q, Was he surrendered to his enemies ? 

^. No : while the Philistines shouted in triumph at 
seeing him bounds " the Spirit of the Lobd came mightily 



wherefore SaoisoD, greatly enraged^ " went down to Ajscalon, 
and slew thirty men of them, and took their •Wl^f >^d gave 
change of garment* unto them which ezpopoded the riddle." 

* By translating •Aiio/tm, ^aneSf as some critics have sag- 
gested, and which the word if slightly varied in the pointing 
signifies, a very different reading it obtained from Jvdg. xv. 
496. ''And Samson went and took three hundred sheoDeOf 
and took firebrands, and tafntd-end^^mid^ and pn^# ^r^hrand 
in the midst between two onds. And when he had set the 
brands on fire, he threw them into the standing corn," ^c. 
The word occurs twice in Esek. xiti. where in v. 4, it is ren* 
dered foxeo, and in v. 19, handful* 
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upon hiffl^ and tlie oords diat were upon his arms 
became as flax thai, was burnt withfire^ and his bands 
loosed from o£F his hands. And he found a new jaw«> 
bon0 of an ass^ and put forth his hand^ and took it^ and 
slew a thousand men therewith." 

Q, What other miracle did the Lord work that day 
for Samson } 

A, Samson^ being parched with thirsty called upon 
God^ who caused a well of water to spring up in Lefai \* 
with this Sampson refreshed himself^ and commemorated 
his deliverance by calling the well En^hakkore. 

Q. What occurred to Samson at Ga2a ? 

A. Having visited that city> the inhabitants closed 
the gates and laid wait for him. But he '^ arose nt 
midnight, and took the doors of the gate of the city, and 
the two posts, and went away with them, bar and all, 
and put them upon his sbi>ulder8, and canied them up 

» 

to the top of a hill that U belore Hebron." 

A.. M. 2886. Q. What happened in the fortieth year 

B. C. 1118. of Eli's administration ? 

A, The Israelites rebelled against the Philistines, but 
were defeated with the. loss of four thousand men. The 
elders, however, instead of humbling themselves for 
their sins, brought the ark of God from Shildh into the 



* Jndg. XV. 19. ''Qod clave an hollow place that wan in 
Lehi, and there came water thereout." This sense Is esta- 
blished by the last clause of the verse, which infot'ms us that 
tiie well continued iu Lehilong afterwards. The place was 
caUed Lehi, or the Jair, from the instrument witli which Sam- 
son here smpte hU enemies. 
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camp; on which the Israelites, who placed a super* 
stitious coB^eoce in it, '' shouted with a great shout, 
so that the earth rang again.*' This circnmstanee threw 
the Philistines into great consternation. 

Q. What was the conseqnenoe? 

j4. The Israelites, confident of victory, hazarded 
another battle with the Philistines j bnt were defeated 
with the lo6s of thirty thousand men, the priests Hophni 
and Phinehas were slain, and the ark of God was taken. 

Q, What effect did this prodnce in Israel ? 

j4. It produced g^eat consternation : Eli, who sat on 
a high seat by the way side, trembling for the ark, no 
sooner heard of its capture, than he ieU backwards and 
broke his neck -, and the wife of Phinehas, overwhelmed 
with grief for the death of her husband, and her father* 
in-law, and the loss of the ark, died also, after giving 
birth to a son whom she called Ichabod, saying, -^ The 
glory is departed from IsraeL" 

Q. Why did God thus visit the Israelites and Eli's 
house with judgment ? 

u4. Because they provoked him to anger with their 
idolatry^ wherefore he ^'greatly abhorred Israel, and 
delivered his strength into captivity, and his glory into 
the enemy's hand." He executed judgment also upon 
Eli's house because of the abominable crimes of Hophni 
and Phinehas, at which their father had connived.* 

Q, Had Eli any warning of this judgment ? 

^. Yes : he was first warned by a prophet sent ex- 

• 1 Sam. H. 12.— 17. 22.— 2S<20. iU. IS. 14. 
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pressly for tbat purpose^— ^and afterwurds by tbe cUU 
Samuel.^ 

Q. Who was Samuel ? 

A, The son of Elkanah and Hannah : being given to 
his mother in answer to prayer, he was hence called 
Samuel. 

Q, What became of him } . 

A. When he was weaned^ Hannah carried him to 
£li in Shilohy and dedicated him to the Lord, before 
whom he ministered in a linen ephpd. And *^ his mo- 
ther made him a little coat; and brought it to him from 
year to year, when she- came up with her huband to offer 
the yearly sacrihce/'t 

Q. How was he called to the prophetic office ? 

A, " The Lord revealed himself to Sa^ioel in ^hilob, 
by the word of the Lord," 

Q. What became of the Ark > 

A. It was carried in triumph^ to Ashdod, and plaoied 
in the house of Dagon^ their god. Next morning \he 
image of tbe god was fomd prostrate, its face to the 
ground, and the head and palms of the hands brpken 

* £li*8 line was ejected in the person of Abiatbar, 1 Kitigs ii. 
26, 27. according to the prediction of the man of God. — 
1 Sam. ii. 27.-36. 

t Sec Appendix M. 

X To carry captive the gods of a nation, by seizing their 
shrines, was a great triumph. The prophets sometimes allude 
to this, Isa. xlvi. 1, 2. Jere. xlviii. 7. Dan. xi. 8. It was 
Senacherib*s boast that he had destroyed the gods of many 
countries, 2 lyings xviii. 34. xix. 18. 

\ I)agon,a^A.^no doubt because his image resembled o^e. 
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o£ At tbe same time the Lord visited the people mth 
a plague^ and with emerods^ and the land was marred 
wi th mice. 

^. What waa the consequence ? 

A. It was carried to Gath ; and thence, on account 
of a similar vbitatiofi, to Ekron -, but the deadly plagoe 
which followed it thither, caused the people to demand 
Its immediate removal. The lords of the Philistines 
tjierefore took counsel with the priests and diviners as to 
tbe best mode of sending it back to the land of IsraeL 

Q. How did they return it ? 

A, The ark, with a coffer containing five golden eme- 
rods, and five golden mice,* according to the nnmber of 
the lords of the Philistines,t was put into a new cart -, 
and two milch kine, whose calves were shut up at home, 
were yoked to it, and sent away without any guide. 

Q. What object had the lords of the Philistines in 
view? 

A, To know whether the God of Israel had afficted 
them : because the diviners had said that if it went bj 
die way of Bethshemesh, the Crod of Israel had done tbe 
evil 'y but if not, their calamity was a chance. The 
lords therefore followed the ark ; and the kine took the 
direct road to Bethshemesh. 

Q. Who received the ark } 



• These were votive offerings. See Appendix K*- 

f The government of ifie FhilUtines, in iu king and Bne 

lords, bears some resemblance to that of Sparta, which was 

eandilcteit by a king and five Ephori. 
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A, The kine stopd still with it in the fields of Joshua j 
and the Levites took down the ark and the coffer, and 
put them on the great stone of Abel ; " and they dave the 
wood of the cart, and offered the kine a burnt offering 
unto the Lord.** 

Q. Were the people rejoiced at its return ? 

A. Yes : the Bethshemites, then reaping their wheat, 
offered sacrifices that same day to the Lord. But many 
of them presuming to look into the ark, the Lord smote 
them with a great slaughter \* wherefore they requested 
the men of Kiijath-jearim to carry it away. 

Q. Where was it then deposited ? 

A. The men of Kiijath-jearim carried it to the house 
of Abinadab, who sanctified Eleazar his son to keep it. 
And it abode there twenty-years. 
A M. 2892. q. How long did Elon judge Israel > 
B. C. 1112. A, Ten years: he was succeeded by 

Abdon. 

A. M. 289d. Q. How long did Jair judge Israel ? . 

B. C. 1105. A, Two and twenty years. 

A. M. 2900. Q. How long did Abdon ji^e Israel > 

B. C. 1104. A, Eight years.t 
Q. What became of Samson 1 

A, Delilah, a light woman to whom he had attached 
himself, succeeded, after many ineffectual attempts, in 
betraying him for .five thousand five hundred pieces oC 

* Some critics, to remove the difficalty in 1 Sam. yi. 19. 
" And he kmote of the people seventy men, fifty thousand 
men/' sappose that put of fifty thousand people, the Lord 
Bmote only seventy, t See Chron. Table, No. %. 
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■ihrer^ to the lords of the Philistines. Hanng put out 
his eyes,* the Philistines carried him to Gaza, where 
they put him in fetters, and made him grindf in the 
prison. Oreijoyed at the capture of this formidable 
adversary, they afterwards held a great feast to Dagon 
their god, at which the lords, and many thousands of the 
people attended, and Samson was brought forth to make 
sport for them. 

Q. How did their festivity terminate ? 

^, Samson, indignant at the treatment be had re- 
ceived, requested the attendant who held his hand, to 
let him lean upon the pillars that supported the house, 
between which he had been placed. Then praying for 
strength to execute his meditated vengeance, he said, 
" Let me die with the Philistines :'* and bowing himself 
with all his might, ^ the house fell upon the lords, and 

* Tki« is a common punishment in the east; see 1 Sam. x:. 
2. Jer. lii. tl. In Abyssinia, according to Mr. Bruce, thejr 
first pull out the eyes of a criminal, sometimes with a commoR 
forceps, and then turn him into the street, to be the prey of 
the wild beasts which prowl at night through the town. 

t To set this brave man to discharge a woman's employment, 
was a great degradation. 

X Samson was a Nazarite by birth, Jodg. xiii. 5, and his 
strength seems to have depended, under providence, prin- 
cipally Upon his hair, xvi. 17, 19. Having lost this, his 
•Irength went from him ; but his hair grew agaie in the prison, 
and his strength again returned. 

The laws relative to the Nazarite occur Namb. 4^: 1-— 21. 
The dedication of hair v. 6. 18. was probably a very early 
practice, and hence its existence among the Egyptians, H in* 
doos, and Grecians, 
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upon aU the people that were therein : and thne he slew 
more at his death tJuin he had d<me in hk lifetime. 

Q. Did the Philistines deny him sepiddixai lites ? ' 

^. No : they suffered hia family to »taka way the 
body^ which was baried in the sepulchre of Manbah^ his 
faUier. He had judged Israel ^twenty years, ^'in Uie 
days of the Philistines."* 

Q. What was ^he xciligians candition of the Israelites 
at this period ? 

j^. They were still apoatates from the W4>i8hap .of 

* The 'servitude under the Philistines did not terminate 
until -the second year of SanPs reign ; and at that time part of 
the coantry- was gari>i«oned by their armiesi in whiebnany of 
the Hebrews served, 1 Sam; xiii. 3, 6, 6. 7, 19—22. xiv. 21, 
22. This servitude began about the eighteenth year of that 
under the Ammonites ; see Judges x. 7, 8. after which aH the 
dspect histoiry, the Ammonltish story excepted, relates to it. 
Judges xiii.-— xvi. 1 Sam. iv. — vii< x. S.xii. xiy. Tberf^re 
as Samson was born in the days of the servitude to the Phi- 
listines, and in that period terminated his administration of 
twenty years' continuance, dying a prisoner in their hands; his 
dkath^viU.either follow or, precede that of Eli, as the epochaot 
thai high priest's admioistra1;ion may be fixed by cbi;on^oge^s. 

The narrative concerning Samson closes the history con- 
tained in the book of Judges. Here it may be observed, that 
a striking coincidence is discernible between Jo^hna and Her- 
cules, who both warred with giants, and were as3iy^e4 ag^ainst 
their enemies by tremendous hailstones ; between ^hamgar, 
who slew six hundred Philistines with an ox goad, and Ly- 
oargni king of Thrace, who defeat^ the forces of Bacchus 
with tli# same weapon ; between Samson and Hercules, in 
many particulars ; between Samson and Nisns king of Meg- 
ara, the ihte of whose kingdom depended upon his hair ; and 
between Jepfathafa's daughter, who was sacrificed by her father, 
and Ipldgcniia> wfaojt »akl to have seffered a like unhappy 
fate. SeeSTACKBausB*s Hist, of Bib. vol. yi,> book t. 

o2 
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God : but at length Samuel prevailed upon them^ by 
hb exliortation8> to pot away Baal and Ashtaroth^ and to 
turn to the LonL 

Q. What followed this reformation ? 

j4» The people were assembled by Samoel in Miz* 
peh, where they fasted and bewailed their sins. Mean* 
while the Philistines, anticipating a revolt, sent an 
army to disperse them. In this emergency Salnnel 
offered sacrifice and cried to the Lord, and the Lord 
thundered against the Philistines, who were smitten 
before Israel. To commemorate the victory, Samuel 
set up a stone between Mizpeh and Shen, and called it 
Ebenezer, saying. Hitherto hath the Lord helped ot. 

Q, How did Samuel provide for the administration 
of justice } 

A. He w^nt annually to Bethel, Gilgal, and Mizpeh, 
and then returned to Ramah, where he dwelt. There 
also he judged Israel, and built an altar unto the Lord. 

Q. Had he any assistance ? 

A, Yes : in his old age he made his sons, Joel and 
Abiah, judges over IsraeL Nevertheless they ** walked 
not in his ways, but turned aside after lucre, and took 
bribes, and perverted judgment." 

Q. What was the result ? 

A, The elders requested they might have a king, 
like the surrounding nations.* Persisting in the choice. 



* The Amroonititb war made them deiiroof of a prinee who 
alight lead them to battle. Tbii wa3 another reaaon why 
ttiey desired a kiof , 1 Sam, xii* 12 . and was qaite ^nionaat 
U their usual forge tfiiloesi of their Great Deliverer. 
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notviatlistanding SamtteFs remonstrance^ he, by God's 
command^ acceded to their wishes, and chosfe Saul the 
son of Kish^ a Benjamite, to be tiieir king. 

Q. How did Samuel meet with Saul ? 

^. Saul haying travelled a long way in a vain search 
after his father's asses which were lost, was advised by 
his servant to consult the seer, into whose neighbour- 
hood they had come. Saul therefore went to the city 
where the man of : God dwelt '^ and as he drew nigh to 
Samuel in the gate, the Lord said unto the prophet, 
" Behold the man whom I spoke to thee of ! this same 
shall reign over my people." 

Q, What respect did the prophet pay to Saul ? 

^. He took him up with him to the high place,* and 
after the sacrifice was over, took him and his servant 
home with him, and made them sit in the chief place 
among the guests who were invited that day to eat 
with him. 

Q, How did Samuel appoint him king over Israel ? 

^. As Saul and his servant left the city next morn- 
ing, Samuel accompanied them 5 and, having sent the 
servant forward, Samuel anointed him king over Israel, 
and foretold him of several circumstances that should 
befal him that day.f 

• See Appendix .0. 

t The is. chap, of 1 Sam. contains several notices of orien- 
tal manners — the castom of consnlting the seer, v. 6. — the 
presentation of ffifts, v. 7. — the employment of women in 
drawing water, v. ll.-^the castom of bfes?iin^ the sacrifice 
before eating of it, v. 13. — shewing respect by sending great 
portiotts, T. US, 24.-*«ad the custom of wallchig on the top of 
the house, v. 25, 
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Q. Describe the person of Saul. 

yf. ''He was achmoe aod goodly yoadi/' and ''from 

8 shonlders opwank was taller ^aa any of the peoi^/ 



CHAPTER VI. 
/ram the rtign of Smd to the SeparaiUm 9/ the Ten IVi&efJ 



Q. Where was S9.UI publiqly acknowledged king ? 

A. M. 2908. ^. In a general assembly of the people 

B. C. 1096. convened at Miqieh by SamneL Being 
chosen by lot^ Samnel said unto l^e people, " Behold 
him who.m the Lord h^h chosen, — ^for there is none like 
him among all the people. And all the people shouted 
And said. Long li?e the king/'f 

Q, What compact did Samuel make on this occasion ? 

A, £amnel recorded the manner of the kingdom in a 
book,{ and laid it up before the Lord : he then dismissed 
the assembly. 



* Duitag tki» epocha of sacred hisiprj^ royalty ww aho- 
li»Iied at Athen9 ; and Medon, son of Codros the last king, was 
appointed the first archon, A. M. 2934. B. C. 1070. 

t Yeehi'hO'maUehf not God tote the king^ Unt -precisely the 
the French vive le roi, eqoivalent to long Hve the king. 

The malecontents spoken of, 1 Sam. x. 27. were probably 
men of rank, who enyied the dignity conferred npon Saul. 

I Moses had enacted some laws for the goidauce of the 
monarch, Dent. xvU« 14.>-20* And Samuel, probably made 
such additions and iterations as a Ify^e of almost foar han* 



BCKTPTUUm fflBTOIlT. 153 

Q, By what pablic act £d Saul first dislingmsh: 

himself } 

A, By heading the people agaiAst the Annponites. 
Nahash king of Ammon, having laid siege to Jabesh- 
Gilead^ refused to treat with the inhabitants but on 
condition that he might thnist ont all their right eyes \* 
they therefore solicited a respite of seven days^ pro- 
mising to surrender if not relieved' in that time. When' 
Saul heard of this, the Spirit of the Lord came upon 
him, and he assembled a large army^ witb which falling 
suddenly upon the Ammonites^ he completely defeated- 
them. 

Q. What was the consequence of this victory \ 

A, Samuel; then in the oamp, taking advantage of 
the favourable disposition which the peoplio, in oonse* 
qaenee of this victory, entertained towards Saul, took 
him to Gilgal, and again confirmed the kingdom to hipoi : 
'^ and there Saul and all the men of Israel rejoked 
greatly." , • 

Q. In what respect did the new monarch manifest a 
truly noble spirit \ 

A. The people, flushed, with victory,, proposed to put 
to death soilie individuals who opposed Saul's election 
to the thronei;* but he said, '^ There shall not a man be^ 

(Ired years had rendered necesftary.' Professor. l^ltOflASLiit 
in his Commentary on the L^ws. of Moses, vol. 1, Apt. <»5, 
proves clearly that the Israelitisli monarchy, though having, 
like other Asiatic kingdoms, a despotic tendency, was in> 
many respects, a limited government. 
* This was to incapacitate tliem fo^ war. 
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pot to death this day : for to day the Lord hath wrought 
salvation in IsraeL'* 

Q, By what was the renewal of the kingdom at Gil- 
gal foll6wed ? 

^. ** Samnel said mito all Israel^ Behold, I have 
hearkened Unto your voice in all that ye said onto me, 
and have made a king over yon. And now, behold, the 
king walketh before yon : and I am old and grey headed ; 
and, behold, my sons are with yon : and I have walked 
before yon from my childhood nnto this day. Behold, 
here I am : witness agiednst me before the LoBi>, and 
before his anointed : whose ox have I taken ? or whose 
ass have I taken ? or whom have I defranded \ whom 
have I oppressed ? or of whose hand have I received 
a bribe to blitad mine eyes therewith ? and I will restore 
it yon-"* 

Q. How did the people reply ? 

A. They said, " Thou hast not defrauded ns, nor 
oppressed ns, neither hast thon taken onghf of any 
manJs hand/' 

Q, What advice did he give the king and his subjects ? 

A, He reasoned with them before the Lobd of all 
the righteous acts of the Lord, which he had done to 
them, and to their Others ; pointed at their iniqoity in 
demanding a king \ and admonished them to serve the 
Lord and to obey his voice. 

Q. How did the Lord confirm the words of the 
prophet ? 

• See 1 Sam. xii. I.— 18. 
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A. " Samuel called unto the Lobb ; and the Lobd 
sent thunder and rain that day: and all the people 
greatly feared the Lord and Samnel."* 

Q. By what was the second year of Sanl*8 reign dis- 
tingnished ? 

A. M. 2909. A, Jonathan, Said's son^ having smitten 

B. C. 109&. a garrison of the Philistines, they in- 
vaded Israel \dth so powerful an. army that many of the 
Hebrews in great alarm fled beyond the Jordan, and 
others hid themselves in caves, in thickets, in rocks, 
and in pits, to avoid the enemy. f 

Q. Where was the king ? 

A, He waited in Gilgal with six hundred men, for 
Samuel ; but the prophet not appearing on the appointed 
time, Saul ofiered the burnt offering, for which ofi^nce 
the Lord. rejected him from being king.t 

Q. Were SauFs troops armed for jJie war > 

* In wheat harvest, at the end of Jnne «r the begimiing «f 
July, rain is nnknownin Judea ; the rainy seasons^ known ,a# 
" th« former and the latter rain," occurring in spring and 
antamn. The rain therefore which followed Samuel's prayer 
was calcnlated to astonish the congregation. - - 

t 1 Sam. xiii. 6. — ^7. The ennmeration of die war-chariots, 
Uariy ihoutandy appears to be greatly exaggerated, owing tp 
a mistake of some transcriber. Michaelis in his criticism on 
this passage, proposes to leave ont alephf thtmsand, and thus 
reduccM the nnmber to thirty ; bnt Dr. A. Clarke believes 
three lAoufotid to be the correct reading. .Qy. Has not a trans- 
position of the words caused the difficulty — a thousand and 
thirty being only one hundred and thirty more than Jabin 
king of Canaan had formerly brought to the field ? 

t See Nomb. ZTiii. 1. — 7, Heb. v« 4. 
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t 

A. No : the people had been disarmed^ and the 
flmitlis removed out of the land •* and in his little band 
of six hundred nien^ he and Jonathan were* the only 
persons possessed of sword or spear. 

Q. How did the Lord save Israel on this occasion ? 
. A. Jonathan and his armonr-bearery trusting that the 
Lord would work deliverance for th^n, fell upon the 
garrison of the Philistines in Micbmash : and the gar- 
rison and the spoilers were seized with tremblings the 
earth quaked^ and every man turned his sword against 
his fellow. Meanwhile Saul and his people coming to 
the battle, were joined by the Hebrews serving in the 
enemy's army, and the Philistines were defeated with 
great slaughter. 

Q. What circumstance impeded the pursuit \ 

A. The weariness of the people, who, fearing a 
curse denounced by Saul on those who ate food before 
the eveniug, were exhausted for want of refreshment. 
Jonathan however, ignorant of the prohibition, tasied 
of some honey which he found in a wood. 

§. What occurred in the evening \ 

A, " The people .flew upon the spoil, and took sheep 
and oxen, and calves, and slew them on the ground : 
and did eat them with the blood,'* contrary to the law.f 
But when Saul heard of it, he ordered every man to 



r 

* They bad been formerly disarmed by Jabin, Jadg. v. 8. 
and vere treated in the same manner by Nebuchadnezzar^ 
2 Kings xxiv. 14. 16. 

t Deut xil. IC. 23.-25. 
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bfiDg hi« iox «nd ftheep'to a large stone^ a^d ^bere to 
^y tbem eioA ^va out the blood. 

Q. Wkttt 4id Satil propose after the people had 
i<efi«shed *ttienfld(?es ^ 

j4. To pursue after the Philktines. Tor this par* 
pose he asked eoutisel of God^ but the Lord answered 
him not : therefore Saiil, aware of some transgression^ 
had recourse 'to the lot^ and Jonathan being taken was 
condemned to die for having tasted the honey; but 
the people rescued him. 

Q. What was the resi^ -of the Tietory gmned over 
the Philistines } 

A. Saul was enabled to tiike <the field against his 
enemies on every 8ide> ^^ and whithersoever he turned 
himself^ he vexed them;" nevertheless he 'had war-witii 
the Philistines all his days. 

Q, Of what persons did ^aiiVs 'family consist ? 

A, Of his ' wife Ahinpam^ daughter of Ahimaaz -, four 
8on8-<-Jonatban^ tkhui> Me6hi-shua, and Ishboshelh ; 
and two'daugliters — 'Merab the firsts born^ and Michal. 

Q. Who was captain of the host ? 

A. Abher> son of Ner> SauVs unde. 

^. What charge was given to Satfl concerning- the 
Amalekites } 

A, He was commanded to execute the sentence of 
extirpation passed upon fhem four hundred years before : 
— ^to ''slay both man and woQaan^.inifant fmd suckling, 
ox and sheep^ camel j^d a^s.** 

Q. Did h^ obeyithiB comottiid ? 

A, Not fully : having warned the Kenites to remove 

p 
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from among the Amalekites^ he smote the latter from 
Hayilah to Shm*, that is over against Egypt ^ ''and ut- 
terly destroyed all the people^ with the edge of the 
sword :** bat he spared Agag the king^ and soffered the 
people to reserve the best of the cattle for sacrifice. 

Q. To what circumstance did the Keuites owe their 
deliverance } 

A. To the kindness shown by their ancestors to the 
children of Israel when they came out of Egypt. t 

^. What was the consequence of Saul's disobedience \ 

A, Because he rejected the word of the Lord, in not 
executing fully the sentence against Amalek^ the Lord 
rejected him from being king. Samuel^ who deeply 
lamented this circumstance, reproved him for his sin^ 
assuring him that ''to obey it better than sacrifice, 
and to hearken than the fat of rams.** 

Q. What became of Agag ? 

A, Samuel hewed him in pieces before. the Lord. 
After this the prophet went to Ramah, and " came no 
more to see Saul until the day of his death /* never- 
theless he mourned for him. 

Q. Whom did the Lord appoint to succeed Saul ? 

A, He sent Samuel to Bethlehem, to anoint David, ^ 
the youngest son of Jesse, to be king over Israel instead 



* All that tribe, or all the Amalekites of tbat district, or, 
more probably, all tbat they were able to take. They are 
noticed again in the seqoel of the history. 

\ A f eiy unpressive comment oi) Numb. xkIv. 9. 

X For David's liacage see Appendix P. - 
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of Saul. " And the Spirit of the Lokd came upon 
David from that day forward." 

Q. Who was Jesse ? 

y^. He was son of Obed^ and grandson of Boaz and 
Ruth? 

Q, Who were Boaz and Rnth ? 

y4. Boaz was a wealthy Bethlehemite of the tribe of 
Judah : and Ruth his wife^ was a Moabitess^ widow of 
Mahlon^ son of Elimelech. 

Q. Who was Elimelech ? 

j4. a man of Bethlehem Judah^ who retired with 
Naomi his wife^ and Chilion and Mahlon his sons^ into 
Moab^ to avoid the effects of a famine which afflicted 
Israel. 

Q, What befel them in Moab ? 

A, Elimelech died there : after his death, his sons 
married Orpah and Rnth, two women of Moab 3 but 
after residing there ten years, they died childless. 

Q, What became of Naomi ? 

^, Hearing '* that the Lord had visited his people in 
giving them bread/* she went forth with her daughters- 
in-law to return to Judah. Anxiously solicitous for 
their personal comfort, she earnestly requested them to 
return home : Orpah at length consented, but Ruth said 
to her, " Intreat me not to leave the^e, or to return from 
following after thee : for whither^'thou goest, I will go ; 
and where thou lodgest, I will lodge j thy people shall 
be my people, and thy God my God : where thou diest, 
will I die, and there will I be buried : the Lord do so 
to me, and more also, if ought but death part thee 
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aad me/* " So they two went until they came to 
fietlilebem." 

Q, Was she recognised by the peoj^le of the town } 

A. Yes : '^ all the city was mored about them, and 
they said^ h this Naomi 7 and she said nnto them, call 
me not Naomi^ call me Mara : for the Almighty hath 
dealt very bitterly with me. I went out full, and the 
LoRB hath brought me home again empty : why then 
call ye me Naomi ?" 

Q. What became of Rath ? • 

A. She lived for a time with Naomi : but ultimately 
became the wife of Boaz, *' a mighty man of wealth, of 
the (kmily of Elimelech/* to whom she bare Obed. 

Q. Was the birth of Obed a cause of congratnlation 
to Naomi ? 

A. Yes : ^' the women said to Naomi^ Blessed he the 
LoftD, which hath not left thee this day without a kins- 
man, that his name may be famous 4a IsraeL And he 
shall be to thee a restorer of thy life, and a nonriahcr of 
thine old age : for thy daughter-in*hiw, which loveth thee, 
which is better to thee than seven sons, hath born him. 
And Naomi took the child, and laid it in her l)08om, 
and became nurse unto it." 

Q. Why is the history of David's ancestry particu- 
larized in Scripture ? 

A, Because they were the progenitors of the Messiah. 

Q. How many children had Jesse, besides David ? 

A, Eight : six sons — Eliab, Abinadab, Shamma, Na- 
thaneel, Raddai, and O^ea ; and two daughters«-2^- 
ruiah, and AbigaiL 



Q. What ciicnmistauoe brought David i|cit^ public 
notice } 

^. The Philfstioea had invaded Israel .w|th a power- 
ful army, a&d brought with them GoM^t^i^ a man of 
gigantic stature^^ who challepged th^ I^rapUt^ to 
determine the w^ l^y j^ipgl^ conibai* S^|fl .wd ^be 
men of Israel were ntt^rly di^ip^^yed at this pir^^Q^ta^, 
when David, then in the ican^p, epgaged to ^)ft)iiin ; de- 
clariiig to the king his cpp^dence that G^d-w^c^ ^a4. in 
time past delivered him from the p^)v pJf ft Uq^> and 
from the paw of a bear, wo^d a^so driver hi^ oij^t of 
the hand of this Philistine. Unable, howev^> to sustain 
the king*8 armour in whict^.hQ.|Lacl j^a^a.array^, he put 
•it off, and went against Gqliath with ?^p Qt|)jer weapons 
than his shepherd*s st^ff, a s^i]|;^>t aiid fiyj^ st.op.eQ. 

Q, How did the Philistine receive him } . . , 



• His height '' six cabits and a spah," 1 Sam. xviil 4. est!* 
mated at eighteen inches ttoj^ttbit, and nine Ini^Q^ ithe qian, 
most ^aye been nine feet nine incl)te.s* 

The ordinary weight of a complete suit of armour was sitty 
pounds ; but Goliath's armour, 1 Sam. xvii. 5. 7. is supposed 
to have weighed not less than twohendred andiseventy-tsvo 
pounds thirteen ooneeg.— 'See J)r, A. Cx^BKi'if Comment* 

t The sling, a simple but very powerful engine, cpnsists of 
a small strap of leather, or other material, and two strings. 
One' of these is secured to the hand, and the other is parted 
with at the projecting of $he stone* The Bei^niites were 
skilled in the nse of tl^is weapon, Jadj;* xx. 16. I Qhron, 
xii. 2. equalling, if not excelling, the inhabitants of the 
Balearic isles, in this exercise. M. Rollin in bis Anc. Hist* 
book ii. part 9. has given a m&nate description of llieee 

... ^ ^ 

p 2 
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A, He disdained hiin, and cursed him by his gods : 
but David, trusting in the Lord God of Israel, advanced 
boldly towards him, and slang a stone at him with such 
violence, that it sunk into his forehead, and he fell with 
his face to the earth. Then David ran and stood upon 
him, and imt off his head with his own sword. 
Q, What was the consequence ? 
A. ** When the I'bilistines saw their champion was 
dead, they fled," and were pursued by the Israelites to 
the gates of Ekron. 

Q. How were Saul and his army received on their 
return home ? 

A. The women came out of all the cities of Israel to 
welcome them, with songs, music, and dancing, saying 
one to another ^ Saul hath slain his thousands, and 
David his ten thousands f which thing greatly dis- 
pleased Saul, and he ^' eyed David from that day and 
forward.** 
'"Q^ How did he reward David ? 
A. " Saul set him over the men of war )* ** and David 
behaved himself wisely in all his ways ^ for the Lord 
was with him \* wherefore Saul " was afraid of him.*' 
i^. What was the consequence of SauVs jealousy ? 
A, Desirous of compassing David's death he sent 
hip% against the Philistines, promising him Merab his 
elder daughter to wife, as the reward of his valour ^ but 
when she " should have been given to David, she was 
given unto Adriel the Mebolatbite." Still eager, however, 
to accomplish his purpose, be offered .him Michal, bis 
younger daughter, on the express condition that he 
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should slay two hundred Philistines -, but David falfflled 
the condition and married Michal. ' Nevertheless " Saal 
became David's enemy continually,*** and at length 
commanded Jonathan his son^ and all his servants to 
kill him. 

Q. Ijiow did David escape ? 

j4. Jonathan who " loved David as his own soul " 
acquainted him with Saul's design, and advised him to 
conceal himself until his father was reconciled to him : 
this took place soon after by Jonathan's interposition. 

Q, What particular service did David occasionally 
render to Saul ? ' 

j4. The monarch being sometimes troubled with " an 
evil spirit from the Lord/*t David, who was " a cunning 
player on the harp/* refreshed him by the power of- 
music, ** jind the evil spirit departed from him."t 

Q, To what did this friendly office expose David ? 

^. To the malignity of Saul, who thrice endeavoured 
to smite him with a javelin. After the last attempt 
David fled from Saul, and took refnge in his own house : 
thither he was followed by SauFs messengers^but Michal 
let hiin down through a window, and he escaped. 

Q, Did Saul pursue him } 

A, Yes : he hunted him from place to place, ^' as 
when one«doth hunt a partridge in the mountains."§ 

• 1 Sam. xviH. 6—9, 14, 15, 17—27. xtx. 1,2. 
-t Probably some mental U|sease.* 
X xvi. 14—23. xviii. 10: xix. 9, 10. 
S xxvi. 20. This exprcfssion alludes to a praetice yet com* 
moa arooaf the Arabs. — See Dr. A. CL.4ttKB*s Comment. 
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Q. Whitber did David go ? 

v/. He first we^t to Ramah, and showed Saamel all 
that Saul bad done : and S^id sent messeogers thither 
three several tim^ to take hiv; but " when they saw the 
company of the prophets prophesying, and Samnel stand- 
ing as appointed over them^ the Spirit of God was upon 
the messengers of Saul, and they ^Iso prophesied." 
Therefore Saul went thither himself > and the Spirit of 
God came upon him likewise, and he prophesied.* 

Q, Did David remain with Samuel ? 

A. No : he left Naioth in Raioah, and# after taking 
an affectionate leave of his beloved Jonathan, went to 
Nob the city of the priests, where . Ahimekch gave him 
shew-bread to eat, and girt him with the sword of 
Goliath : from thence he fled to Gath, where he feigned 
madness, to avoid the vengeance of the Philistines : and 
leaving Gath, he " escaped to tlie cave Adollaia." There 
he was joined by his father s £unily, and four hundred 
raalecontents, over whom he became captain, 

Q, How did David show his filial piety at this time ? 

^, Anxious for the sfdety of his parents, he com- 
mitted them to the care of the king of Moab : and then, 
by the advice of Gad the prophet, returned to the land 
of Jndah, and came into the fiirest of Hare^h. 



* Prophesying not only Bignifies predicting^ bat teachimg', 
and worship by prayer. Geor xx. 7. 1 Kings xviii. 2^, l 
Cor. xiv. 22, 24, 25, 29— 32. 

In 1 Sam. xix. 24. it U said he '' lay down naked -j" by which 
critics ooderstand that he lay down without his npper gar- 
ments, or without hifl royal robes. 
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Q, Of what saQguinary act was 8aal gvulty about 
this time } 

A. Being informed by Doeg» the Edomite^ of Ahime- 
leches kindness to David, he summoned all the prieata 
in Nob before him, and commanded his servants to slay 
them : this, however, they refused to do; wherefore Doeg 
fell. upon them, and slew eighty- five priests that wore a 
linen ephod. Saul then smote Nob with the edge of the 
sword, and slew both men and women, children and siyck- 
lings, and also the cattle > but Abiathar« one of the 
sons of Ahimeleeh, escaped with an ephod in his haud,^ 
and fled to David. 

Q. What induced David to leave the forest of Hareth ? 

A. He was told that the Philistine fought against 
Keilah, and robbed the threshing floors ; therefore^ 
having first inquired of the Lord, he weut agsuQst themi 
and defeated them with great slaqghtei:, 

Q. How v^as Saul now occupied ? 

A, In practising mischief secretly against David, 
whom he pursued to Keilah. 

Q. What became of David ? 

A, He fled to the wilderness of Ziph, where Joiathan 
had au interview with him i after this he went to the 
wilderness of Maon \ thence to the strongholds at £n- 
gedi, where he remained until after the death of Samuel.f 

Q. What happened in Engedi ? 

A, Saul pursued David thither ^ but entering into a 



* See the high priest's ephod deficribed. Exod. xxxix. I. — ^26. 
\ When this happened it is ijnpas.sible to ascertain. 
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cave the skirt of his robe was privily cut off by David^ 
who, with his men, lay there concealed. When Saol with- 
drew, David went out ajfter him, and showing him the 
skirt be had cut ofl^ assured him that he had no design 
against his life. Saul being thus convinced, acknow- 
ledged David's innocence, made a covenant* with him, 
and returned home. 

Q. Whither did David go on leaving Engedi ? 

j4. To the wilderness of Paran. Being insulted while 
there by Nabal, a wealthy shepherd, whose flocks he bad 
formerly protected, and of whom he had now solicited a 
little refreshment for his people, he resolved to avenge 
the injury upon the whole family. But Abigail, Nabal's 
wife, dreading David's resentment, hastened to meet 
him with a present, and by her remonstrances diverted 
him from bis purpose. As for Nabal, the Lord smote 
him, and he died about ten days after. 

Q. What became of Abigail ? 

j4, David married lier, and Ahinoam of Jezreel also; 
for " Saul had given Michal, — David's wife, to Phalti, 
son of Laish." 

Q. AVhere did David's last meeting with Saul take place > 

^. In the wilderness of Ziph, whither Saul had pur- 
sued him. On this occasion David and Abishai entered 



* The ciutom adopted in some parts of the East, by princes 
newly raised to the throne, of exterminating all the members 
of the preceding dynasty, of which holy writ furnishes nnmer- 
ons instances, made Saul, who was aware that David wonld 
succeed him, 1 Sam. xxiv. 20 — 22. justly alarmed for the safety 
of his posterity; and therefore he made a covenant with bim. 
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Satil*s camp by night, and carried away his spear^ $aid 
the cruise of water from his bolster ',* and ascending a 
neighbouring hill^ David called aloud to Abner, and 
show^ed him what they had done. He then expostulated 
with Saul, who^ convinced of his innocence^ promised 
to do him no more harm. But David^ fully aware of 
Saul's treachery, fled to Achish king of G^th^ with his 
family and all his froop. : and Saul sought for him no 
more. 

Q, Hqw long did he dwell among the Philistines ? 

^. He dwelt one year and four months at Ziklag^ a 
town given him by Achish. 

Q. What expedition did he undertake while there ? 

^. He attacked the Geshurites^ the Gezerites^ and the 
Amalekites, and left none alive to carry the tidings to 
Gath. But when Achish inquired of his warfare^ he 
told him he had fought against the south of Judah, the 
south of the Jerahmeelites; and the south of the Kenites.f 

A. M. 2947. Q. What mark of confidence did Achish 

B. C. 1057. give to David? 

^. He made him captam of his life-guard, and took 
him with him to fight against Saul: but before they 

* David's ^rm relianoe on Qpd U admirably ponrtrayed in 
his reply to Abisliai who urged bim, on this occasion, to slay 
Saul. 1 Sam. xxvi. 10. 11. 

t The sacred writ«r$r relate with scropulous fidelity, the 
faalu of many of the Old Testament worthies. Davifl's breach 
of truth towards Abimelech, 1 Sam. xxi. 2. and towards 
Achish, xxvii. 10. — 13. are related -witbont any extenuation ^ 
and are designed to wjiro bim that slandAth to take heed lest 
be fall'. . . 
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atTiTed at 3ezree\* the princes ef ibe Philistines, dis- 
tnisting David^ insisted on his rettrrn.f 

'Q. What occorred during his absence from Ziklag } 

A. When TM\A, and the six hundred men that were 
with him, returned to Ziklag on the third day, they 
fbnnd it bnmed to the ground, and entirely depopulated : 
^* and David was greatly distressed, for the people 
spake of stoning him/* bnt he " enconraged himself in 
the LoBD bis God/* And he ** enquired at the Lobd, 
saying, Shall I porsne after this troop ? shall I overtake 
them ? And he answered him, Pnrsne : for thon «halt 
snrely overtake themy and without fail recover aU^ 

Q. Did he succeed ? 

A. Yes : lie went after them with his whole troop -, 
^but two 'hundred of them, becoming faint, were left be- 
liind'at the brook Besor : he continued the pursuit how- 
'ever with the remainder ; and, conducted by an Egyp- 
tism slave whom 'the Amalekites had left behind, came 
up' with them as they were revelling in the midst of th&r 
spoil. He immediately fell upon them, and, except four 
'hundred young men who rode upon camels and fled, put 
them all to the sword, recovered all that they had 
carried away, and much spoil. . 

Q. How was the spoil divided ? 

A. A portion being first set aside for himself, David 
divided the remainder among his men, including those 
who remained behind* at the brook Besor. Of this spoil 

^'-SeeifsteC I ) ptgel». 

f Chi hit way back lie was jelned ' by sone^ varriers out of 
Manassehy 1 Chron. xii. 10 — 21. 
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he sent presents to his namerons friends in Israel and 
Jndah. 

Q. How was Saul occupied in the mean while ? 

A. He had gone with his army to Jezreel tb meet 
the Philistines ; bat when he saw their host^ ** he was 
afraid^ and hb heart greatly trembled.*' And when he 
"enquired of the Lobd, the Lobd answered himi not,* 
neither by dreams, nor by Urim,t nor by prophets." 
In despair therefore, he had recourse to a woman that 
bad a familiar spirit, and desired her to bring up Samuel, 
haying first sworn that no punishment should happen to 
her for this thing. ^ 

Q. What was the consequence ? 

A, " When the woman saw Samuel, she cried with a 
loud voice :" and Saul perceiving that it was Samuel, 
bowed himself with his face to the ground. ''And 
Samuel said to Saul, Why hast thou disquieted me, to 
bring me up ? and Saul answered, I am sore distressed ; 
for the Philistines tnake war against me, and God is 
departed from me, and answereth me no more, neither 



* He had not been in the habit of enquiring at the ark, 
I Chron. xiii. 3. and hence his punishment, x. 18, 14. 

t ** The Urim and ^Thtonmrn, which Was on the high priett^s 
breast-plate, Bzod. xxviii. 30. was a standing oracle, to be 
consulted on all great occasions, Nntnb. xxvi}. 21, 1 Sam. 
uiii. 9. xxviii. 6. xxx. 7, Ezra.ii* 63. and the answers 
were returned by a visible signification of the divine will." — 
Hornb's Introd. vol. iv. 

X Saal's severity against wiiards, and those that had fitmi- 
Uar spirits, 1 Sam. xxviii. 3. 9. had given her just groimds ef 
tlann. 
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by prophets^ nor by dreams : therefore I have called 
thee, that thou mayest make known nnto me what I 
shaU do." 

Q. What did Samnel reply ? 

^. Having first assured him that all this was the 
consequence of his disobedience in not executing the 
fierce wrath of the Lord against Amalek, he ssdd, " More- 
over the Lord will also deliver Israel with thee into the 
hands of the Philistines : and to morrow shait thou and 
thy sons be with me." 

Q. How was the monarch, affected } 

A. " Saul fell straightway all along on the earth, and 
was sore afraid, because of the words of Samuel : and 
chare was no strength in him ; for he had eaten no 
bread all the. day, nor all the night*' At the earnest 
solidtations, however, of his two servants and the woman, 
he took some refreshment ; after which he departed. 

Q. What happened on the morrow ? 

A. The Israelites having joined battle with the Phi- 
listines were defeated with great slaughter :, Jonathan, 
Abinadab, and Melchishiia, Saul's sons, were slain ; and 
Saul, sore wounded of the archers, took his armour 
bearer's sword and fell upon it* The Philistines finding 
their bodies among the slain, fastened tbem to the 
wall of Bethshan ; bnt sent Saul's head and annoar 
to be hung up as trophies in the temples of Dagon and 
Ashtaroth.f 

* Hb armonr bearer, who, according to tradition, was Doeg 
the Edomite, also slew himself, 
f 1 Sam. xsxi. 10« 1 Chron. z. 0, 10. 
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Q, What was the conseqtience of this battle ? 

j4. The Israelites forsook many of their cities, and 
die Philistines came and dwelt in them. 

Q. What ultimately became of the bodies of Saul and 
his sons ? 

Am The men of Jabesh-Gilead, mindful of their obli- 
gations to Saul,* went by night and took them away 
from the waU of Bethshan ; and, after burning them, 
buried the bones and ashes under an oak, and fasted 
seven days.f For this kindness they received the 
thanks of David. 

Q, What tribes carried on a separate warfare in the 
days of Saul } 

A, The Reubenites, Gadites, and the children of 
Manasseh.t Finding Gilead too small for their im- 
mense flocks, '' they made war with the Hagarites, who 



* See page 15S. t Used abstinence and a low diet. 

} ChroD. ▼• 9, 10, 18 — 22. In maps, Gilead is nsually placed 
within very narrow limits, and at a great distance from the 
Eoplirates ; becanse it was probably considered indiscreet to 
assign, to two tribes and a half, an inheritance far exceeding 
in extent the whole of Palestine. But it is forgotten that 
that inheritance fell among deserts, where only a few little 
spots that contained springs and rivulets lie scattered, like 
fenile islands, in the midst of barren sands ; and that it was, 
moreover, in many places intersected by the wandering herds 
of the Arabs. — ^We mntt not, therefore, be gnided implicitly 
by the maps : travellers seldom venture beyond Jordan ; and 
rivers, mountains, and provinces are not delineated generally 
according to mensuration, ** from real accounts, of which we 
have almost none, Irat marked at random on the empty space, 
according to the caprice of the designer." - Monnt Gilead, 



172 SCBIFTUBK HI8T0BT. 

t 

fen by their hand : and diey dwelt in their tents through- 
ant all the east of Gilead/' '' onto the entering in of 
the wilderness from the river Eaphrates." 

Q, How were tidings of Saul's death conveyed to 
David? 

A. By a yonng Amakkite, who^ on the third day alter 
David*s retnm to Ziklag, brought him Sanl's crown and 
bracelet, and gave him an account of the battle ; pretend- 
ing also that he had dispatched Sanl at his own request. 
On hearing this, David and his men rent their clothes, 
and mourned and fluted until even ; and the Amalekite 
was put to death for slaying the Lord's anointed. 
David afterwards bewailed the death of Saul and Jona- 
than, in a very beautiful and pathetic lamentation. 

A. M. 2948. Q. What followed the death of Savl ? 

B. C. 1056. A. The Israelites flocked in great num- 
bers to David : therefore, after seeking divine direction, 
he left Ziklag, and went to Hebron, whither the people 
assembled in great force to make him king.* He was 
at this time thirty years old. 

properly so called, certainly lay far wiikaui tbt space asoally 
incladed in maps of Palestine, and was at no great distance 
from the Euphrates ; Jacob baving traversed all the inter- 
vening country in eight or nine days with all his flocks and 
herds, with which he proceeded very slowly. Gen, zxxi. 22, 8S. 
xsziii. IS, 14. — See Michaelis's Comment, vol, i. Art. xxiij. 
* It is evident from the vast nombers of armed m^o who 
assembled at Hebron, to meet David, 1 Chron. xii. 21. — ^37. 
that the Israelites were folly prepared for war. Therefore 
either disaffection to Saal, or dread of the military prowess of 
the Philistines, kept them from the field ; or Saul injo- 
dicioasly hazarded a battle with an nnequal force. 
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Q. (Did Da^d MeeeedaAaee totheonrUele IdngiiMi-? 

'^. No :. AWer^eaptaiki df flie lMMty:made.IttiboBhetlK, 
&id« only sttrnting son, tfacn^foorty years- dd, king 
over larael. (HiereforeOOafid idgned ooly-'Overivladdh. 
A. M. .12960. Q.jDid tlieBe TpiiDoeB matntoitL ]i#ace 
B.C. 1^64. ^intkieachofckvr?. 

jr^« . No : after tno jtaiSy^tuctlnftxtnab'.ymKhM at tin 
pool of Gibeoo^ between, Abacr and Uoab^wfaMiiended 
iaa sluuqp oaiitest> between their i troops^ jmd diefdeafeh 
of Asahel^ Joab's brother^ who fell byitihcihaiidvf/Ai^Ber. 

A. M. 2955. Q. Hdwleta^iKaDiaipidreipiiaHebiion? 

B. C. 1049. ji. SefiwD years andcsix Bsnlilis: 

Q, How many cliildveii> were' bom to JnnL Ihone ? 

^. Six: Amnonthe first-^ionr^ .soil :iif . AhiMato -; 
Chikab, son of Abigail /lAbsalsai/i^en of !>Maae)iah^ 
dan^btor of the king of Geshar 5 , Ade«^ah>. son of Hag- 
gitii i Sh^haliah^ son of Abital ^ andlldiream; seam of 
Eghih* 

Q, By what event was the struggle. bctiveen.Daidd 
snd'IsMMishefeh'tenaittated^ 

u4. Abner^ displeased with Ishbosheth, negotiated 
with David to transfer the kingdom to him $t bat before 
he had time to efiect this, he was treacheronsly 
murdered' by Joab, in revenge; for tbie "death of 

* Thf* last foor- wires he musthaie inarried after Saiil's 
4eatb, becaaie wlitn. at.Ziklag, lie had only Ahtneam asd 

t a Sam. iit. 6—21. David stipulated for the immediate 
restoration of Michal his wife. 1 . . 

Q 2 
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AnheL* Ishbosheth, howerer, beiag sooa after alain 
in his bed by Baaiiak and Rechab^ two of his captains, 
the elders of Israel and heads of the tribes went to 
Hd>ion> and covenanted witii Dayid to be their king«t 

Q. How was David afiected by the death of Abner ? 

A, He lamented it Tsry moch, and pronounced a 
earse on Joab and his house. To show his regard also 
for Ab^er» he made Joab and all his servants attend the 
faneral ; " and the king lifted np his voice, and wept at 
the grave of Abner/' 

Q. What became of Baanah and Rediab } 

A. Thinking they had porchased David's favonr by 
their treadiery, they brought him the head of Ishbosheth'; 
bat he' caused tiiem to be pnt to death immediately. 

Q. Did David reaudn at Hebron ? 

A. No : he went up to Jerusalem, and reduced the 
strong hold of Zion, till then possessed by the Jeboaitea. 
Joab, for his bravery on this occasion, was made cap- 
tain of the hostt 

Q. How maay men of extraordinary might had David 
in Us army ? 



* Joab acted the part of the avenger of bloody bnt ai\|«8tly, 
becaiifte Atahel wan slain in war, 1 Kings ii. 6. ; thonich this 
circarastance was not regarded among other nations, 

t They pnt Havid in mind of his dependence oa Ood, and 
the daty he owed hit mhj/tctM. ** The Loao said to thee, Thon 
shaltfeed my people Israel, and tbon shalt he a captain over 
Israri." 

X 1 Chraa. sa. 4--«. 



A. Thirty-seven:^ the moito^brtted of these were 
Benaiahy Jasbobeam the Hachmonite, Eleaaar the Aho* 
hite, Shammah the Uararite^ Abishai Joabs brother^ 
Sibbecbai, Elhanan^ and Joiiathan.t 

Q. Witb what foreign prioce did Dftvid form an 
alliance ? 

A, Witb- Hiram, king of Tyre : this prince, sent him 
carpenters and masons^ witb cedar trees, to build liim 
a bouse. 

Q. To whom did Qavid's accession to the throne give 
orobrage ? 

A, To tbe Philistines, who made war upon him, but 
received two signal overthrqws in the valley of Re- 
phaim. "And the fame of David, went out into aU 
lands ; and the Lqhd brougbt the fear of him upon all 
nations.'* 4 

Q. What signal act of bravery was performed in one 
of his wars with the Philistines ? 

A. David longing for some of the water of the well 
that was by the gate of Bethlehem, three. of his mighty 
men broke through the host of the Philistines there in 
garrison, drew some of tbe water, and brought it to him. 



* S Samiwl xxiii. 8—40. Several otberg ^re added in 
I Chroa. xL 11—47. 

t For their exploits gee t Sam. xxi. IS— 22. xxiii. 8^31. 
1 Cbron. xi* 11^—83. If cAaM tranilated tlata, in v. 8, 18. of 
tbe former, and in ▼. 11,20. of the latter chapter, be rendered 
Mldier« agreeable to tbe opinion of some critics, the sense will 
be more satisfactory .-^Seo Dr. A. Clarkb's Comment. 

U ChfOQ. xiv* 17* 
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*^Neyeithefe88 he 'WtnAdiiiit drmk thereof^ but poured 
it oiut imto the Lord.*** ' 

Q. What Was David's eaate on being settlisd in the 
kingdom ? 

ji. He tissembled thirty thousand men and went to 
the house of Abinadab, whence he took the ailt;f and 
put it into a new cart to carry it to Jemsalem.'^ And 
David and all Israel played before the LoaD on harps, 
on psalteries, on timbrels, on comets, and on cymbals. 

Q, Was the ark carried to Jerusalem ? 

^. No : at Nachon*s threshing floor the oxen) stum- 
bling, shook the ark, and Uzzah, Abinaidab's smi, -who 
drove the cart,* took hold of it ; therefore 'God smote 
Mm, and he died by the ark : David, greatly alarmed at 
this, carried it aside to the house of Obed-edom. 

Q. What was the consequence ? 

^. The Lord blessed Obed-edom because of the ark ; 
therefore, at the end of three months, David and aH Israel 
brought up the ark to Jerusalem |) with shouting, and 
with the sound of the trumpet ; and David, girded with a 
linen ephod, danced before the Loan with all his might. 

* It was the price of blood. 2 Sam. xxiii. IS — 17. Matt. 
xxTii. 6. 

tit had been there ever since Hs temoval from Be^she- 
mesb, 1 Sam. vii. 1. except during one or two intervals, I Sam. 
vii. 9. xiv. 18. after -whfeb it appeats to have been ratoraed. 

X Compare 9 Sam. v. 6. 7.> aifd vl. It. 

f The Israelites yokdd oxen In their ^arts. 2-Sam. vl. 6. 

I David, sensible of his error in having 'sitfered ftraagen 
to touch the ark, employed the ' Levites- Im* thin- eeeasioa. 
2 Sam. vi. S, 7. Numb, xviii. 1—7. 1 Cbron^xr^^^ 12^16« 
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Q. By what festiTities was this occasioii obserred ? 

^. David offered bumt offerings and peace offerings 3 
and, having blessed the people in the name of the Ldbd 
of hosts^ gave to every one a cake of breads a good 
piece of flesh, and a flagon of wine.* 

Q. TowhatcircmnstsmcedidDavid'sdanciBg give rise? 

^. Michal, seeing David danpe and play> despUed 
him in her heart, and entirely lost. his. favour by re* 
preaching him with it on his return home^ 

Q, What was David*s next solidtade for the ark ? 

^. Reflecting on the spleadonr of the palace imlt 
for him by Uiram*s servants, he wa^. ashamed of the: 
tent in which he had deposited the ark, and therefore 
resolved to bnild a temple fpr it Nathan the prOphel, 
however, acquainted him that the Lord, who designed to- 
establish the throne of his kingdom, had appointed that 
honour to his son who should succeed him. 

Q. In what wars was David subsequently engaged } 

A. He warred against the Philistines, Moabites, and 
Edomites,t and subdoed them : and the spoil which he 
took, he dedicated to the Lord.} 

* Psi. xcvi. «nd cv. were now composed. 1 Chron. xvi. 7. 

t Joab is said, 1 King xi. 15. 16. to have <* cot off every 
male in Edom :*' — bnt this most be limited to the soldiery, «a 
n evident ft-om 2 Sam. viii. 14. where it is said <' all they of 
Edom became David's servants/' wfcich could not have been 
the case if the nation had been exterminated, lite king was 
probably slain, as we find that his son Hadad soaght an 
asylnm vvlth Pharoah king of Egypt. 1 Rings xi. 14. 17.^22. 

% 2 Sam. viii. 1. — 14. It appears to have been a castom to 
dedicate a part of the spoils of enemies to the Lord. 1 Chron. 
ix?i.28. 
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Q, What severity did he exercise towards Moab ? 

A, '* He smote Moab^ and meastired them with a fine^ 
casting them down to the ground 5 even with two lines 
measured he to pnt to deaths and with one foil line to 
keep aliye/' 

Q, How did David dispose of Sanl*s possessions ? 

A. He conferred them all upon Mepbibosheth, the 
son of Jonathan his friend ; and ordered Ziba, one of 
Saul's servants^ to till the land for him.* 

Q. In what formidable war was David again engaged ? 

A, Hanun king of Ammon^ to whom he had sent a 
message of condolence on the death of his father^ per- 
suaded that the ambassadors were spies^ grossly insulted 
and dismissed them ;t and, forming an alliance with 
the Syrians, ( made war upon David. 

* Ziba was a sort of steward. 2 Sam. ix. 2.— 11. 

t To cat off the beard of an orientftl, U one of tbe fpreatest 
insults that can be offered. 2 Sain. x. 4. Nebem. xUi. 26. 

X There were several tribes of these people, viz. the Syrians 
of Rehob, of Zobah, of Ish-tob, ofDamaxcns, ofMaachah, 
and those beyond the riYer — the Mesopotamians. 2 Sam. 
viii. 3. 5. X. 6. 8. 16. 1 Chron. xix. 6. 16. 

The Assyrian monarchy wax not, at this period, so fonnid- 
able as is represented by the Greek and Roman writers, who 
knew too little of Asia from its own records, to relate eveiy 
thing with certainty concerning it. It was still confined to 
the farther side of the Tigris, and was not consolidated under 
one monarch. Mesopotamia also was divided into several petty 
states, which, between the reigns of Solomon and Hecekiali, 
yielded one after another to the Assyrian arms, as is noticed 
Isa. X. 9—11. XXX vii. 11 — 13. From Psl. Ixxxiii. 6 — 8. the 
Assyrians appear to have been engaged in the great confede- 
racy against David. — See Michaelis's Com. vol. i. Art. 24. 
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Q, What was the consequence ? 

A, Joab and Ablshai marched against the Syrians 
with the army, and defeated them. The^Syrians^ how- 
eyer, being subsequently joined by the Mesopotamians^ 
again took the field with a Tery powerful army 5 but 
David passing oyer Jordan with his ^oops, defeated 
them with great slaughter, and compelled them to 
make peace.* Having thus reduced their allies, he 
turned all his forces against the Ammonites, into whose 
territory Joab carried the war the following year, and, 
after wasting the country, laid siege to Rabbah the 
capital. 

Q, By whom was David congratulated on his vic- 
tories ? 

A. By Toi^ king of the Hamathites, a Canaanitish 
tribe.t He sent his son Joram to David with a larg9 
present of gold, silver, and brazen vessels. 

Q, What occurred in the meantime at Jerusalem ? 

A. David, walking upon the roof of his palace, saw 
Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah, { in the act of bathing, and 
conceiving a criminal passioa for her, sent for her to 
his house. 

Q. What Was the consequence } 

A, David, to conceal his crime, sent for Uriah from 
the siege of Rabbah \ but soon after caused him to return, 

# 

* On this occasion, Psl. Ix. appears to have been composed. 

t 2 Sam. viii. 9, 10. Gen. x. 18. 

X Uriah was a Hiltite, a descendant of one of the Canaan- 
itish tribes, and held a distinguished rank in David's army. 
2 Sam. xziii. 8, 39. 
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bearing this letter to Joab, ** Set ye Uriah in the fore- 
front of the hottest battle, and retire ye from him that he 
may be smitten, and die." This command b^ing strictly 
obeyed, the braye Uriah fell by the sword of the children 
of Ammon $ and, after a short mourning, Bathsheba was 
married to David, to whom she bare a son. 

Q. How was the Ammonitish war concluded ? 

A. Joab having cnt off the supplies of water^ from 
Rabbah, the Ammonites were reduced to great straits ; 
therefore David, by Joab*s advice, joined the besiegers 
with great reinforcements, and carried the city by 
storm. 

Q, How did David treat the vanquished ? 

A, He took the king*s crown,t which was of great 
value, for himseK, and surrendered the city to pillage. 
As for the people he put them '' under saws, and under 
harrows of iron, and under axes of iron, and made them 
pass through the brick-kiln/'^ 

* 2 Sam. xit. 27, the latter clause of this ircrse is thus ren- 
dered by %om€ critics, *' I have fonght against Rabbah, and 
have cot off the waters of the city.*' 

t This crown either weighed, or was worth, a talent^ 2 Sam. 
xii. SO. 1 ChroD. xx. 2. The weight of a talent was one 
handred and twenty-five pounds ; and the valne of a talent of 
gold, 64752. 

X David's conduct towards the Moabites (See page 178.) 
and Ammonites, has been thonght so Inbnman, that some com- 
mentators have endeavoured \o establish a milder reading of 
the passages, 2 Sam. viii. 2. xii. 31. The record, however, 
in the former passage, is too precise to admit of any softening 
down : and the explication of the latter passage, by referring 
its meaning to severe and laborious services to which the 
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9. Did David's transgression pass unnoticed ? 
A. No : Nathan the prophet being sent to him, 
ponrtrayed his crimen by a parable, in so heinons a 

Ammonites were doomed, is by 00 metns borne out by his- 
tory ; because had David adjudged them, like the Oibeonites^ 
or tributary Canaanites, to slavery, they certainly would have 
been mentioned among those whom Solomon employed in the 
vast projects he had formed. But, contrary wise, they are not 
once noticed ; and this iponarch, finding his tributary natives 
too few for his work, was compelled to order a levy of his own 
subjects. 1 Kings ix. 15. xi. 27, 28. 

To judge correctly of David's procedure in these calts, we 
must inqaire into the war laws or osages of the nations by 
which Israel was surrounded ; and we shall find them guilty 
of the most sanguinary barbarities, — slaying their prisoners ; 
putting out their eyes ; drhiking the blood of their ene- 
mies ) ripping up women ; dashing young men and children 
to pieces against stones ; and threshing others to death with 
iron instruments. Numb, xxiii. 24* Judg, viii. 18, 19* xvK 
21. 1 Sam. xi. 2. 2 Kiugs viii. 12. xxv. 7, 18—21. PsK 
czxxvii. 9. Amos i. S, 13. Such were the manners of the 
orientals in those remote ages : and David either acted con- 
formabiy to these long prescribed laws of war because he had 
been thereto accustomed ; or inflicted these severities upon 
them retribntively, to deter others from sach horrible prac- 
tices. The Ammonites indeed exposed themselves to the 
severest punuhment, by maltreating David's ambassadors 1 
snd this ^ery circumstance forbids ns to suppose that this 
monarch visited them with v^hat, in such a case, would have 
been lenity of an extraordinary kind, — a favour only granted, 
under ^very peculiar circumstances, to the Oibeonites and 
Canaanites. David indeed shed so much blood, 1 Chron. 
xxviii. S. that the Lord did not allow him to build the temple : 
but this arose from necessity, not from choice. He was not 
naturally cruel, as may be gathered from the Psalms which 
record his experience, zxvi. 9, 10. Uxi«4. caUi-*^. And 



182 scmiPTUBB HiSTomr. 

light, that David not only condemned the aggressor to 
make a fovr-fold reparation, bat adjudged him to death. 
On this the prophet brought the charge home to the 
king, pointed out the enormity of his offence, and de- 
noonoed the jndgments by which God designed to 
visit it.* 

Q. Was the monarch convinced ? 

A, Yes: and after deep repentancef Nathan said 
onto him, ** The Lord also hath pnt away thy sin $ tbov 
shalt not die. Howbeit, becanse by this deed thoa hast 
given great occasion to the enemies of the Loan to 
blaspheme, the child also that is bom nnto thee shall 
sorely die.'* 

Q. Had David any wives besides those already 
mentioned ? 

j4. Yes : he took several wives and oonenbines out 
of Jerusalem, bnt their names are not recorded. Bv 
these he had several sonsit ^^^ daughters. 

Q. Who were the principal men vnder David > 



he knew that Ood, whose counsel he followed in tlhe adminin* 
tration of his goremment, 2 Sam. xxiii« S, 4. 1 Kings xv. 5. 
abhorred " the bloody and deceitful man." Psl. t. 6. The 
panishments, therefore, which bo assigned to these two na- 
tions, we may consider as fodicial : for it Is erident that David, 
a» a king, bad as ample a commission to destroy the eneaiie> 
of Israel, as Moses, Joshua, or the judges their soccetsors. 
i Chron. xvii. 7, 8, 10. Psl. xvlii. S7— 50. Ixxxis. 20—17.— 
Consolt MiCHACLis's Comment, vol. i. Art. 04. 

« 2 Sam. xii. 1—12. 

t On this oecasion Psl. 11. was composed. 

t 2 Sam. V. IS-^16. 1 Chron. iii. 1 — 0. xiv. S — 7. 
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A. Seraiah* was scribe 3 Jehosaphat^ recorder ; 
Adoram, treasurer \ Zadok and Abiathar^ priests \ Jo- 
nathan David's nncle^ and Ahithophel> counsellors \ 
Benaiah^t captain ^f the guards \ Joab, general of the 
army ; Hnshai, companion to the king ; David's sons, 
who were chief about his person -jX and the twelve 
princes of the tribe8.§ 

Q. From what sources were the royal revenues 
derived ? 

A^ From vine and olive-yards, plantations of syca- 
more trees, and flocks and herds : || all these were under 
the management of different officers. 

Q. Was Nathan's prediction relative to Bathsheba's 
child verified ? 

A. Yes : ''the Lobd struck the child ;" and though 
David fasted and prayed earnestly for it, the Lord 
woold not, be intreated, but on the seventh day the 
child died. 

* lo 1 Chron. zviii. 16. tl^ name is Shavsha, and 2 Sam. 
XX. 2&. Sheva. 

t Benaiah held several offices. Being of Aaron's family 
be was a chief priest, 1 Chron. xii. 27. xxvii. jS. was com- 
msiider of the four and twenty thoasand troops who did duty 
in tlie third month, xxvii. 5. and also of tlie Cherethites and 
Pelethitesy David's guards. 1 Chron. xi. 26. He acted as 
c^gt in the reign of Solomon, and slew Adouijah, Joab, and 
Shimei. 1 Kings ii. 23, 34, 46. 

X 2 Sam. viii. 16— -18. xx. 23— <26. 1 Chron. xviii. 14^17. 
xxvii. 32—34. \ $ 1 Chron. xxvii. 16—22. 

I 1 Chron. xxvii. 25-^31. Probably these were grants 
agreeable to the compact founded on 1 fiam. viii. 10-*17. — 
8ee the seqnel, under the reign of Solomon. 
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Q. Had David any other child by Bathsheba? 

^. Yes : she bare Solomon, called also Jedidiafa, 
because the Lord loved him. 

Q. Was David exempted from fbrther punishment for 
his sin ** in the matter of Uriah ?" 

A, 'So: as predicted by Nathan, the Lord raised* 
np evil against him ont of his own house. Amnon, his 
eldest son, having grossly abosed Tamar, Absalom's sis- 
ter, was assassinated by him two years after, at a sheep- 
shearing feast, to which all the royal brothers had been 
invited. ** And David monmed for his son every day.** 

Q. How did Absalom escape punishment ? 

jH. He fled to Talmai, king of Geshnr, his relative, 
and was there three years.f Joab, however, perceiving 
that David*s heart was towards Absalom, obtained a 
pardon for him, and went to Geshnr and broogfat 
him back: bnt two full years elapsed before he was 
permitted to see the king's face.t 

Q. How did he procure this privilege ? 

//. Unable to obtain an interriew with the captain of 
the host, his servants, by his direction, set Joab*s field 
on fire. Joab, hearing of this, hastened to remonstrate 

* God is not the minister of sin, James h IS. hot being the 
governor of the nniverse, the orientals attribnte to him what 
he .only permits.— See note ( t ) f>a{fe 128. whieh it corro- 
borated by Amos iii. 6. 2 Sam. xv\, 10. 

t From the xpeech of the wise woman employed to brii^; 
Hbout the recal of Absalom, 2 Sam. xiv. 7. it appears that he 
dreaded the vengeance of the Goel. See Appendix K. 

} This is deemed a great honour in the east. It will be 
noticed in the seqael. 
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with Absalom^, who preyailed upon him to procure his 
reconciliation with the king. 

Q. Was Absalom grateful for his father's kindness ? 

^. No : having by various arts made himself very 
popular, he soon after* formed, with Ahithophel, a 
sdieme to dethrone and slay David.f At a signal 
given by the trumpet, it was proclaimed through all 
Israel that Absatom reigned in Helnron : ** and the 
conspiracy was strong ; for the people increased con- 
tinually with Absalom.*' 

Q. Describe Absalom's person. 

j4, ''In all Israel there was none to be so much 
praised as Absalom, for his beauty : from the sole of his 
foot even to the crowu of his head there was no blemish 
in him.** 

Q. Had he any children ? 

j4. Yes : three sons and a daughter -, but they died 
before him. 

Q, Did David remaiii in Jerusalem on hearing of 
Absalom's rebellion } 

A, No : he immediately fled» with all his family, 
(except ten concubines, who were left, '' to keep the 
house,") his servants, the Cherethites, the Pelethites,t 



* S Sam. XV. 7. Some of the versions read famr year«, which 
is most probably correct. 

1 2 Sam. zvii. 1—4. 

^«The Targnm translates these two oaraes thus : iA* 
vQ\tT% oxkA the tltng-ers."— -Dr. A. Clarkb^s Comaent. 

a 2 



i 
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the Gittite8,§ and the priests and Levites bearing the 
ark of God. 

Q. How did this sudden reverse affect David ? 

j4. Very deeply : nevertheless he was perfectly re- 
signed to the divine will, and ordered the priests to eunrj 
back the ark, saying, " Tf I shall find favour in the eyes 
of the Lord, he will bring me again, and show me 6oth 
it, and his habitation : but if he'thas say, I hs««no 
delight in thee ; behold here am I, let him do to me as 
seemeth good onto him/* And David went np Mount 
Olivet barefooted, and his head covered j and he, and 
all the people that were with him, wept as lliey went. 

Q. Of whom was David most afraid ? 

A. Of Ahithophel } for his counsel *' was as if a man 
had enquired at the oracle of God :** wherefore he said 
** O Lord, I pray thee, turn the counsel of Ahitliophe] 
into foolisbness/'t 

Q, Did he use any means to render the counsel of 
Ahithophel abortive ? 

j4. Yes : he sent back Hushai, who had joined him 
on Mount Olivet, to Jerusalem ; not only to oppoee the 
advice of Ahithophel, but to obtain intelligence of 
Absalom's designs. 

Q, What became of Mephibosheth, Jonathan's son ? 



4 Men of Oath, 2 Sara. xv. 18. under the command of Ittai, 
lately exiled, probably for his attachment to David. To the 
conversation between David and Ittai it is difficult to kaow 
vhicb to admire most, — the delicacy of David, or the noble 
ifcvotion of Ittai. 2 Sam. xv. 10—21. 

taSam. XV. si. xvi. 2S. 
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A, Being detained b Jeratalemj Ziba.bis atew^d went 
to meet Dayitl with a present^ and accased lii§ master of 
remaiikiDg behiad in iske hope of being xeatored to the 
kingdom of his father.* Wherefore Dav^ mnde Ziba 
a grant of W tiiat pertained to. Meph»be9heth« 

Q. What oocnnred at fiahnrim } 

A, Shimei, a man of the famiiy.of Said« cursed David, 
and threw stones and dnst at him. For this, oflenoe 
Abishai wished to slay him^ but David said' ^ Let him 
corse, becamse the LoBD'hatii siud: uHto him/Curse 
David.— -It may- be tint the Lord. wAX look on mine 
affliction, aftid — reqnite me good for hit Urging thi? day.*' 

i^.' What wais AfasakHadoing in the SMantime ^ 

A. He went to Jemsalem where be in^ joined by 
Hashai.t There, agreeably to the adviee. of Ahi- 
thophel, he abandoned htmilell to i licentiousness and 
crime, to make himself abhorr^ol his father^ But 
Ahitliophers cban^el to pntaiioiilimefHatdy after David 
with twelve thOiiiand men^ was opposed by Hnshai, 
who sent David an aociMnit of their ddiberations, by 
Jonathan and Ahifuaaz. - * ' * ' • 

Q. What was the consequence } 

A. Lest Ahiihophera advice shoukl be adopted, 
David and all his people' went over Jordan thateame 
night, and passed on to* Mahimaim. Thither Shobi 

the Amnioute, and Machir and Barzillai, the Gileadites, 

• '■ • - * 

* The Hebrews called any direct male anetator a •father. 
8aDt, of coarse, l« here intended. . 

t Hoshal'f disiimolaUoo though narrated inScriptare, is b« 
BO means commended. 9 Sanu xvk M*«10. ^vii. 5*-.l4» 
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brought abondance of provinons, beds, attd oftlier iieoes- 
saries for David and his men.* 
' Q. What was the result of the deliberation^ of Abi- 
thephel and Hnshai ? 

j4. Absalom rgected the good oonnselof Ahitfaophel, 
wbo^ probably foreseeing the oonseqnenoes, immediately 
went home^ and after setting his house in order^f hanged 
himselfi 

Q, Did Absalom ultimately pursue DaVid ? 

^, Yes : having made Amasa captain of the hoat^ he 
passed over Jordan, and encamped in Oiletid« There, 
in the wood of Ephraim, [after receiving from David a 
charge to deal gently with Absalom J Joab, AMshai^and 
Ittai joined battle with the Israelites, who were defeated 
tnth great slaughter. 

Q. What befel Absalom on that day ? 

^. As be rode vpon his mule, his head was caught 
by the thick branches of a great oak, ''and he was 
taken up between the heaven and the earth, and the 
mule that ufoi under him went away." Thef dicumsCance 
being reported to Joab ''he took three darts in his 

*MiCHAieus notices 'this circnnufance as a pioof of the 
Sreat weakb aifsiog from cattle broedingi whei^ snccessfol. 
—See Comment. yoI. 1. Art. 23. 

t Bj the expression, '* pui hu household in order/' or, as it 
is in the Hebrew, he eomimmded kU houoe, Micbaslu aiitler- 
stands the destination of a man*s property after his death. 
Sneh he eonsiders was Jacob's bequest of Shechera to Joseph, 
Geo. xiviii. 93. whose posterity aetoatty possessed it by virtne 
of that declaration. Josh. xziv. S8. 1 Chron, vil. 88. John 
W. S.— See Comment vol* !• Art. 80. 
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han4 and dumst them throagh the heart of Absalom." 
His body was afterwards cast into a great pit in the 
wood^ and a mound of stones raised over it. 

Q. What care had Absalom taken to keep his name 
in remembrance ? 

A. He had reared np for himself a pillar in the 
king's dale, and cidled it alter his own name. 

Q. How did David receive the tidings of Absalom's 
death } 

A. He was mach moved^ and went np to the chambw 
over .the gate and wept^ saying, ** O my son Absalom, 
my son, my son Absalom ! would God I had died for 
thee, O Absalom, my son, my son !" . 

Q. What efiect had this circumstance npon the 
people ? 

A, Perceiving that the king was grieved for Absalom's 
death, they began to desert him 5 *' and the victory that 
day was turned^ into mourning.*' At Joab*s remon- 
strance, however, '' the king arose and sat in the gate : 
— and all the people came before the king : for Israel 
had fled every man to his tent." 

Q, What was the consequence of Absalom's death ? 

A» After considerable deliberation and debate, the 
tribes of Israel determined on David's restoration. 
David healing of this, sent to Zadok and Abiathar the 
priests, and to Amasa (whom he promised to make captain 
of the host,} to induce the tribe of Judah to follow their 
example. And Amasa " bowed the heart of all the men 
of Jadah, even as one man ; so that they sent this word 
unto the king. Return thou and all thy servants," 
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David therefore^ after being met by Judah in Gilead^ 
retmrned to Jordan. 

Q, By what individuals was David met at Jordan ? 

^. He was met by a thousand Benjamites, beaded 
by Shimei, whom^ notwithstanding the remonstrances 
of Abishai^ he pardoned > by Ziba, with his fifteen 
sons and twenty servants j and by Mephiboshetb^ who 
" had neither dressed his feet« nor trimmed his beards 
nor washed his clothes^" since David*s departure from 
Jerusalem. 

Q, Did Mephibosheth represent Ziba's behavionr to 
the jking ? 

^. Yes : he showed him the duplicity of his servant ; 
but David in reply said^ *' Why speakest thon any more 
of thy matters ? I have said. Thou and Ziba divide the 
land.'** 

Q. What individual among the Gikadites that accom- 
panied David to Jordan is particularly noticed ? 

A. Barzillai, who was fourscore years okL In return 
for his kindness, David invited him to Jerusalem $ but 
he declined the honour, and recommended Chimham his 
son to the notice of the king.f 

Q. Was David immediately re-established in the 
throne \ 

A, No : the Israelites quarrelling with the men iA 

* Tliis IS usually explained at decreeing the restoration of 
Mepbibosbeth's estate : bat Mepbibosbeth'* reply clearly 
indicates the sense in wbicb he took it. 2 Sam. xix. 30. 

t David never forgot the kindness of Barsillai. — See 
1 Rings ii, 7. 



Judah about their interest in tl^ kiag^^ Sbebftj a !P^n- 
iaffife, sewc) tl^ oppor^ity tq r^ii^se; ano^h^r rebellion, 
ip vUch 1^_ wa3 joined by al) t^ i^i^ of Isr^l ; ^ b^ 
the mievi of Jndal^ claye poto Mmt Ipag^ from Jordan 
wpn tp ^f^^arosalonu" 

Q. W(i$^t,mewi. weret 9ido|>jte4 19 %i^ tfa(B x^yolf, of 
the ten tribes > 

^. Amasa^^s ^^rdered to assevibk tb^ Qie9 o| Judah 
in three days 5 but tarrying longer than the set timei Dar 
vid sent ^bishaijt widi Joab's n^ieiij apd tij^ Q)iej(etUtes, 
ikf^ pplethites^ %94 aP. the mighty me^^, ^4^ S^bi^ 

(}. Wh^t l^af^^eu^d in tl^ pursuit } 

Ar Th^y Ulcere joiik^d ii^ Crib^oi^ by Asias^, wh^ ^^d. 
aa captain of thfi, host* JoAb> lipw^^er, hi^idBg obtai^d 
that distinguished rank by his yaloij^jt i^esoLved to retain 
it by dl&pattclung his rival : this, h^ effected most treach^- 
erously, whikit giviug him. tj^k^ salutation of frifinds^ip^-t 

t ^he disjunction b^tweeii J«|d«)l| ai^d larvae], which appe^ 
tQ have been made ^s early as the bjegini^ing of Saul's reign, 
Bssamed in David's time a more political aspect : for the ten 
tribes conceived themselves at liberty, upon any real or ap- 
l^sehended grievance, to withdraw t|ieic all w<^<>'^ ^^po^ the 
bouse of 9avi4, I $a^ ^ 8. 2 SaiPr s^ ^r-W 4(]h^||. 
xi^. 1. 2. Yblf^ they did, at Ifisl;, effoctu^Uy, becanf^^. of H^hfi- 
boam's refasai to grant them redrosa. \ Kings zuu l^r— 9p. 

t See page 174. "^S^ captains of tha hosjt wane n^t to 
royalty its^lf^ which they spmetimes assanijed. \ Kings, x^i. 
9. 16. % Kings ix. 6. 1,3. 14« .fx)ab waai evidentljr d^eafl|$d 1^ 
Pa?i4. 2 Sam. iii. llj. 

^2 Sam. XX. IQ. <' he smot^ bimr-lA the fifth, r#.'' llie 
ii^o|;4 hei;e renfiereil JJ^ signifies ^Uo. jp^dtaond^^ ai;^, 
from the context, evidently refers to the boipf^. 
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Q. What became of Sheba ? 

j4. He went throngh all the tribes of Israel mito 
Abely in which Joab shat him np^ and then laid nege to 
the city. To avoid the horrors of a protracted war, 
the citizens, inflnenced by a prudent woman, slew Sheba, 
and cast his head over the wall to Joab, who immedi- 
ately retired. 

Q, What national calamity happened in the reign of 
David ? 

j4. a famine of three years* continuance. David 
therefore inquired of the Lord ; and finding it infficted 
because of Saul's cruelty to the Gibeonites, he consulted 
with that people, and at their request defivered into 
their hands seven of SauFs posterity, whom they hanged 
in Gibeah before the Lord.* 

A. M. 2984. Q. Of what sinf was Darid gmlty in 

B. C. 1020. the latter part of his reign ? 

^. He ordered a census of the people ^^ and, not- 
withstanding the remonstrances of Joab, and of the 
other captains, persisted in having it executed. Joab^ 

* This mytterUnis narrative is recorded, 2 San. xxi. 1 — 14. 
Some important remurkn on the subject may he foond in ]>r. 
A. Clarke's Commentary, and Re?, T. Stackhousi's Hist, 
of the Bible, vol. iii. b. 6. c. v. 

t MiCHABUf coneei?et that Barid was actoated by a desire 
of coaqnest, and therefore wished all the citicens to be en- 
rolled for the army.— See Comment, vol. iii. Art. 174. 

i The word Mam 1 Chron. xxu 1, rendered tm odsersary, 
Komb. xsii. 28. 1 Kings v. 4. and elsewhere, seems to refer 
to some evil connsellor by whose advice David determined oa 
this fatid measare. ' 
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therefore, and the captains 6i the hott, went with an 
army Arovgh the land ; and then, having completed the 
census in nine moiUhs and twenty days, returned to 
Jerusalem. 

Q. What waa the sum of the. people } 

A. "There were in Israel eight hundred thousand 
TBliaut inen that drew the sword ; and the mea of Jndak 
were five bandred thousand' Bien«'!^ ^'^ 

Q, What was the consequence of this roteasure ? 

A. "The anger of theLoRB was kindled, against 
israel :'* and Gad^ the propbet, came to David, and gave 
iiim a choice- of ione of three things : — three years. 
x>i famiae ; f three month»' flight before his enemies ^ or^ 
tbree days* pestilence. 

Q. Which of these did^avid choose ^ 

J A. He said, "I am in a.grdat strait : let us fall 

'^Qow into the hand of thiB Loao^ (for his mercies are 

:^reat) aad let me not fall into the hand, of man." 

Whereforb^ *' the Lorp sent pestilence upon Israel : and 

■there fell c^, Israd seventy thousand men. And God 

sent ati angfel'Uilto Jerusalem to destroy fit.: and as he 

was destroying, the Lord beheld^ and he repented him 

of the evilj and said to the angel. It is enough> stay now 

thine hand. And the angel. of tfie ^Lobd 'stood by the 

threshing floor of Oman the Jebusite'/* ' And Oman, 

* Levi and Benjamin were not connted, 1 Chron. xxL 6. 
1 1 Chron. xxi. 12. This must have occurred at least tfare« 
years before the death of David. 

8 
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.#ho was threshing wheats *' tamed back^ and saw the 
mig^i and his four sons with him hid themselves/' 

Q, How Tfas Dayid affiBCted by'tlus visitation ? 
- A. When '' David lifted up his eyes, and Mtw the 
angel of the Lord stand between the earth and the 
heaven, having a drawn sword in his hand stretched ont 
over Jemsalem/* he and the elders^ " clothed in sack- 
cloth, fell npon their faces/* And David said nnto God, 
" U i # not I thai commanded the people to be numbered ? 
even I it is that have sinned and done evil indeed ; bnt 
OB for these sheep what have they done ? let thine 
hand, I-^-pr ay thee, O Lobd my God, be on me, and ofi 
my father's house, bat not on thy people; that they 
should be plagued." 

Q. Did David receive any answer ? 

A, Ye6 : he was directed hy Gad, the pro^diet, to go 
up and erect an altar to the Lord in the threshing floor 
of Ornan. This command he immediately obeyed ; but 
Oman no so(mer knew for what purpose David came to 
his threshing floor, than hegenerouslyf offered him the 
ground lor the altar, the oxen and wheat for the offierings, 
and the threshing iustruments for fire>*wood, aayiogi 
*' The Lord thy God acoept thee/' 

^. Did David veoeive them thus? . 

A. No :• he insisted on 'paying the full price, saying, 
'' I will not take what is thine for the Lorp, nor ofier 



t MiCHABLif thinkf that Onuui or A'raftnali was of tfae 
royal family of the Jehnsitet, from 3 Ssdv kxit. iS--24.— See 
Comment, vol. i. Art. 62. 
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burnt offisrings without coBt.**^ And fae hiult there an 
i^tar^ '' and offered burnt oflerings and peace oiflferings^ 
and called upon the Lord^ and he answered him from 
heaven by fire npon the altar. — Then David mid, Thia is 
the house of the Lord God^ and tlus u the altar of the 
bnmt offerii^ for Israel.** 

Q, Was the divine displeasure averted by this atone* 
ment ? 

^, Yes: '^ th^ Lord coaiBianded^he angel, and he 
put up his sword agiedn into the sheath thereof.**t 

Q. How does David appear to have spent the resiiue 
of his life ? 

^. In preparing matenals for the temple whidi Solo^ 
mon his son was to build ;{ and in completing tiw 
arrangements begun by Samuel,§ relative to the various 
duties of the priests, Levites, and N«thinims,{| abotft 
the tabernacle and the house of God. 

• . . • ' ../ 

* '< He who has « reNgion.that «««<« him n&^ing, bus a ratogioA 
that is worth nothing : nor will any man ebteera the ordinances 
of God, if those ordinances cost him nothing. Had Araunah'fi 
noble offer been accepted, it wonld have been Ar(ntnah*s $aeri' 
fiecj not I)avid*8.'-^\t was 'David, that sinned, not Araanah; 
Iherefore, David must ofier sacrifice."'— Dr* A* Ci«ASKcVCom>. 

t 2 Sam. :i^xiv. 1 C^ron. x^i. 
. X From 1 Cbron. xxvi. 31* it seems these arrangements 
occupied the last years of David's. life. 

. % 1 Chron. ix. 2—22. 2S— 34. xxiii. 2.— xxvi. 28. David 
wa^ assisted by Gad and Nathan. 2 Chron. xxix. 25. 

II These, were the Oibeonites^ sojcaUed beoauste they were 
Hethinm — f^ftn to. the saoctuaryv to do the vaviotis laboripus 
dnties connected with it.r^'See Michabus's Gbrntnent. iroi. il. 
Art 125. 
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for ever. Take heed now $ for tfae Lobd bath choeen 
thee to build an house for the sanctuary : be strong and 
do it.** He then delivered to him the gold and silver 
for the fomitore of the temple, and also the model of 
the bniUing, sayiogf '' All tins the Loed made me under- 
stand in writing by kis hand npon me« even all die worfa 
of this pattern/* 

Q. What prayer did he offer as he blessed the people > 
A. *' David blessed the Lobd before all the oongxe* 
gation ; and David said Blessed he thou, Lobd God of 
Israel onr father, for ever and ever. Thine, O Lobd, is 
the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the 
victory, and the majesty : for all that u in the beaven 
and in the earth, ie thme ; thine ie the kingdom, O Lobd, 
and thou art exalted as head above alL Both ridies 
and honour came oi thee, and thou reignest over all ; 
and in thine hand is power and might ; and in thine 
hand it i$ to make great, and to give strength vnto alL 
Now therefore, onr God, we thank thee, and praise thy 
glorions name. Bnt who am I, and what ie my peo|rfe, 
that we should be able to offer so willingly after this 
sort ? for all things came of thee, and of thine own hare 
we given thee. For we are strangers before thee* and 
sojoomers, as were all onr fathers: onr days ob tiie 
earth ore as a shadow, and there i$ none abiding. O 
Lord our God, all this store that we have prepared to 
build thee an house for thine holy name, cameth of thine 
hand, and ie all thine own. I know also, my God, that 
thou triest the heart, and hast pleasure in uprightness* 
As for me, in the uprightness of mine heart I have 



SCBIPTUBB H18T0RT. 199 

willingly oflered all these things ; and now have I seen 
with joy thy people which are present here, to offer 
i^Uingly onto thee. O Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and of Israel, onr fiathers, keep this for ever in the 
imagination of the thoughts of the heart of thy people, 
and prepare their heart unto thee : and give unto Solo- 
mon my son a perfect heart, to keep thy commandments, 
thy testimonies, and thy statutes, and to do all these 
things, and to build the palace for the which I have 
tnade provision/** 

Q. How was the assembly closed ? 

A, The congregation blessed the Lord, and on the 
morrow they offered burnt ofierings in abundance, " and * 
did eat and drink before the Lord on that day with great 
gladness. And they made Solomon — king the second 
time, and anointed him unto the Lord to be the chief 
governor, and Zadok to be priest.'* ' 

Q, How long did David survive this ? 

A, He died soon after, aged seventy years. On his 
death-bed he charged Solomon to keep the command- 
ments of God, by which means only prosperity could be 
secured 5 commanded him to put Joab to death for the 
murder of Abner and Amasa j advised him to use his 
discretion towards Siiimei, but by no means to hold him 
guiltless ; and commended to his special regard, the 
sons of Barzillai the Gileadite. 

* The words in iUdics here, and in all other parts of Scrip- 
ture, are not in the original. The very general disuse of u 
and was among the Jews appears to have been the result of 
deep veneration for the sacred name of Jehovah, the letters 
of which, in Hebrew, constitute the verb to be. 
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Q, Where were David's acts recorded ? 

^. In the books of Samuel, Nathan, and Gad, the 
prophets. 

Q, What testimony does Scripture give to I>avid'8 
general character ? 

j4, " David did what was right in the eyes of the 
Lord and tnmed not aside from any thing that he conH' 
manded him all the days of his life, save on)y in the 
matter of Uriah the Hittite."* 

Q. What lasting monument of David's piety does the 
church possess ? 

y^. The book of the Psalms, of which he composed 
the greater part. They have been the delight and con* 
solation of the pious in every age. 

A. M. 2988. Q. What is the first act recorded of 

B. C. 1016. Solomon? 

Q. The execution of Adonijah : this prince, having 
solicited Abishag, one of David's wives, in marriage, 
was condemned to die, and was slain by Benaiah.t 
Q, What folbwed the death of Adonijah } 
A. " Solomon thrust ont Abiathar from being priest 

* This ealogy 1 Rings xv. 5. is decisive of David's $merml 
character as a prince^ (for to this portion of his life ra/y it 
refers,) and its correctness is established by the fact tiiat he 
is held np as a pattern •f piety to many of the soeceedtng 
princes of hit family. 2 Chron* xvii. 8. xxviit 1. xxix. 3. 
xxxtv. 8. He was divinely instructed in the art of govern- 
ment, 2 Sam. xxiii. 3, 4. and appears to have nkd in the /emr 
if God. 

t Prom 1 Kings ii. 22. it appears that Adonijah, Joab, and 
Abiathar had been guilty of treasonable conduct 
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unto the Lord/*, and condemned Joab to deatii : Joab 
therefore fkd to the altar of ^he Lprd^ where^ however^ 
he was slain by Benaiah. Solanion afterwards appointed 
Benaiah captain of the host> luid Zadok high-priest, , 

Q, What because of Shimei ? . ; 

^, He was ordered to confine' himself to Jerosalem^ 
This he did for three years ; when two of his slaves 
rnnniDg away to Gath^ he pursued them and brought 
them bade : Solomon hearing of this^ ordered Benaiah 
to put him to death. 

Q. O^ what persons di4 Splomons family OHMst at 
bis a<3ees$ioB ? '.'.'. 

u4' 0{ Naamah his wife^ wbo.wa^ an Aminonitess^^ 
and Rehoboam his son. 

Q^ . What foreign alliance did he form ? 

^. He married the daughter of IHiaroah kiog of 
Egypt, and received with her the city of Gezer^t- whkh 
Pharoah had taken from the Canaanites. 

Q. Was Solomon mindfal of the advice given him by 
David^ to seek the Lord his God ? 

A, Yes : when he was strengthened m his kingdom, 
he assembled the captaks, judges, and governors, and 
went to Gibeou:^: with a great cbmpany, and there offered 
a thousand bunJt-ofiB^rjings' to the Lord, upon the brazen 
altar. ..■; -' •. ! 

Q, By wha^ wad U»is followed .? - . 



• This marriage, and that with Pharaoh's daughter were 
against the law. 1 Riogs iii. 1. xi. 1, 2. xtv. 21. 
1 1 Kin^ix. 16, . ^1 Chron. xxi. 29. 
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A, ^* In tbiit liight did God appear unto Solonoii, 
and said unto him^ Ask what I shall give thee. And 
Solomon said nnto,6od^ Tboa hast shewed great mercy 
nnto David my fother^ and hast made me to reign in his 
stead. — Give me now wisdom and knowledge^ that I nay 
go oot and come in before this people : for who can 
judge this thy people^ that U so great } And God said 
to Solomon, Because this was in thine heart, and thoa 
hast not asked riches, wealth, or faonoor, nor the life of 
thine enemies, neither yet hast asked long life ; hot 
hast asked wisdom and knowledge for thyself, that ihoa 
mayest jndge my people, over whom I haiv^ made thee 
king : wisdom and knowledge is granted nnto thee : 
and I will n^ve thee riches, and wealth, and honour, such 
as none of the kings have had, that have been before 
thee, neither shall any after thee have the like. And if 
thoa wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutes, and ny 
commandments, as thy fether David did walk, then I will 
lengthen thy days."** 

Q, What memorable j odgment of Solomon's is recorded ? 

A. Two women laying claim to a child, each asserting 
it to be her own, Solomon proposed to divide the infiant 
into two parts : on this the mother^ anxions to save its 
life, instantly gave up her claim^bot the king ordered 
that the child should be restored to her. 

Q. What is said of Solomon's wisdom ? 

j4, God gave him " wisdom and understanding, ex- 
ceeding much, and largeness of heart, even as the sand 

» I Kings Ui. '5— 15. 2 Chron. 1. 0— 12, 
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that if on the sea shcre. And SobmOns wisdiiat 
excelled the wisdom of all the chilcbeii. of the east 
coontzy, and aU the wisdom of £$^t,c for he was wiser 
than all men. — ^And there came of all people to hear 
the wisdom of Solomon^ from alLkiags of the earth, 
which had heard of his wisdom.** 

Q, How did Solomon materially promotje the com* 
mesce and^prosperity of his people } 

A, By forming an alllainee with Hiram king of Tyre. 
42- ^^^ w^^® *^^ prindipal officers of Solomon's court \ 
A. Azariah, JBlihoreph and ^thiah^ were scribes ; Jeho- 
shaphat, iefx»riier \ Benaiah^ captain of the host ;- Zadok, 
high-priest \ Adbram was over the tribute ^ Ahishar, 
over the household j and Zabud, son of Nathap^'was the 
l^rincipal ol^er, and the friend of the king. Besides 
these there were '' twelve Oj9icers over all Ilsrael, who 
provided victuals for the king and his household : each 
man his month in a year made provision."^ 

Q. What waSs the daily provision for his household \ 
A. " Thltty measures of fine flour^ and' threescore 
measures of meal, ten fat oxen, and twenty ox;en out of 
Uie pastures, and aa luiodred sheep/ besides harts, aad 
roe-Meks, and falow deer, and fatted fowl.** 
Q, Whence $rose the revenues of Solomon ? ' 
A> FroQi the royal demesnes which had been enjoyed 
by his fieither ^t from tobnte^. imposed npoa the Canaan- 
Ites and fhe neigfaboiiritag states 5 from rich presents 

♦ 1 Kings IT. i— 10. The Persian princes acted upon a 
v&ry simitar pian.-^See Rottiti's Anc. Hist. vol. 11. book 4* 
t 1 CbroD. xxvii. 25— SI. Eccles. ii. 4— S.-%. 
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wlaiA were brought him- annaally ^ from imposts ; and 
from commerce.'* 

Q: Over what kingdoms did he U^gn > 

, r 1 Hiiigi iv. dl. ix. 26^28. x« 15, 24, 25. 3 Chron. 

Viii. 8. ix. 10, 14, 21, 23, 24. 

Presents, from which Solomon, Saul, 1 Sam. xvi. 20. and 
1>a?id, 2 Sam. viii. 2, 6, 10. derived part of their reve'iraes, 
were obtained from two soarces — from subjects, and Arofll 
conquered nations. To offer a present, appefM'f > among the 
orientals, to havcbeen at all times, an indication of inferioi;ity^ 
submission, and respect, Genesis xliii. 11. Jndges iii. 15. 
2 Kings xvii. 3. 4: ^nd from a subject, was considered as a 
test of allefiance, 1 Ssm. x. 27 » There was,. taowcTer, con* 
siderable policy in suffering tribnte to be tendered in this 
manner ; and the. Persian monarchs, Cyrus and Cambyses 
Were so sensible of this, that they'wiflinefy accepted from 
eosquered )iations snob gifts as they sponCaneoffsly olforeC 
Solomon's trib«te>eem» to have been paki in a similar aiaimen 

Professor Michaeus is of opinion that Solomon's fleet 
drcnmnavigated Africa, stopping at various ports during the 
voyage, to barter commodities, and returning to Palestine by 
the Hediterranean sea* Mr. Baoca, on the other band, sup- 
poses, from the tune occupied in the voyage, and other cir- 
cumstances, that the fleet only went as far as Sofala in Africa, 
where all the articles enumerated! Kings x. 22. are to be 
found. Others again have placed Ophir in India» sad eon- 
tended that the Jews* participated ta the trade with that 
country ; but this opinion is by no means general, nor so. well 
supported as the preceding. In Solomon's time the Arab 
tribes seem still to have carried on the intercourse between 
India and the westenLeomtries, 1 Kings x. 15. and erra when 
Tyre was the grand emporium of commerce, the commodiiles 
of India, — spices, precious stones, ivory, ebony, rich apparel, 
and broidered work, were carried to her fairs, by the men of 
Beddn, Sheba^ and Raaaiah, JEzek. axvii. 16^ 22— 24.— fiee 
note ( II ) page 20. 
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A. He " reigned over all IdDgdoms from the river unto 
the land of the Philistines^ and unto the border of £gy)^t.*' 

Q. With what conntries did he trade ? 

A. With Egypt and Ophir : from the former he pro« 
cured horsesr and chariots,* which were sold to the 
princes of Canaan and Syria 3 and from the latter he 
imported gold, silTer, algum trees, precious stones, ivory, 
apes and peacocks. The commerce with Ophir was 
carried on by sea, in a fleet built by him at Eziongeber, 
and navigated by Phoenician mariners, the servants of 
Hiram king of Tyre. 

Q. How much gold was imported in a voyage ? 

A. In a voyage, which always • lasted three years, 
there were imported four hundred and twenty talents. 

Q, How many chariots and horses did Solomon keep 
for his own use ? 

A. '* Fourteen hundred chariots, and twelve thousand 
hor6emen,t which he bestowed in the chariot cities, and 
with the king at Jerusalem/* 

A. M. 2991. Q. Did Solomon build the house of God 

B. C. 1013. as David had commanded him ? 

* Mikeehf Unen yam is also mentioned as one of Solomon's 
imports from Egypt ; bat critics are not agreed as to the 
correctness of the interpretation. 

t Though Solomon's body of cavalry was far inferior in namber 
to that of the Egyptians under Shlshak, yet it was considerable 
for a prince who had to purchase all his hor<ies from foreign 
conntries. It Is remarkable, however, that after the intro- 
duction ofcavalry among them^ the Israelites were never so 
victorious or redoubtable in war as before. — See Micbaelib's 
. Comment, vol. ii. Append, to Art. 166. 
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A. Yes : he began to build it '^ in Uie foar hundred 
and^eightieth year after the children of Israel were come 
ont of Egypt/' in Zif« the second month, in the fourth 
year of his reign. 

Q. From whom did Solomon receive great aid in 
carrying on this work ? 

A. From Hiram king of Tyre, who famished him 
with Sidonian workmen,^ the most skilful artists of that 
age \ and sent as much cedar, fir, and gold, to Sokimon, 
as he desired.t The Phoenicians conveyed the timber 

* The Sidonians, children of Sidon, the first-bom of Canaan, 
Gen. z. 15. possessed a very small territory on the shore* of 
the Levant, and there maintained their groand against the 
Israelites, Jadg. i. 31. Their principal cities were Sidon, the 
mother city, and Tyre, which was a colony, Isa. xxiii. 2 — 12. 
They were sometimps governed by different princes ; but 
appear to have been united under Hiram, the ally and friend 
of David and of Solomon, though afterwards separated. The 
Pfa«nicians, (the name by which the inhabitants of both cities 
are nsaally spoken of,) were the most celebrated people oi 
ancient times for enterprise, commerce, and the arts. Tbongh 
a very small people, their maritime force must have been cousi- 
dcrable, as they possessed for a long period all the commerce 
of the east and west, and had planted colonies in almost every 
part of the world. In the Tyrian markets and fairs, ahuost 
every article afforded by both east and west, was offered for 
xale by the merchants whom the hope of gain had lored thi- 
tlier. They imported the raw materials, and exported their 
own ingenious manufactures, for which they have been justly 
cei'ibrated by classic authors since the days oi Homer. A 
very detailed, valuable, and imposing account of the splendour 
o< iluifr fleets and ikrmies, and of the nature and extent of 
their traffic, is given by £zek. xxvi. — xxviii. 

1 1 lilogs V. 6. 6. it. 11. 
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in rafts to Joppa^'*' and there delivered it to the servants 
of Solomon^ hy whom it was coi^veyed to Jerusalem. 

Q, How many labourers were employed in preparing 
the materials for the temple ? 

^. There were eighty thousand hewers in the moun- 
tains^ seventy thousand carriers of burden s> and three 
thousand six hundred overseers. These were all Canaan- 
ites^ from whom Solomon exacted a tribute of bond- 
service : and besides these^ ten thousand Israelites 
wrought every month in the forest of Lebanon. f 

• Joppa, Japha, or Jaffa, famous for Jonah's embarkation 
to Tarshisb, and the raising of Tabitba to life by St. Peter, 
was the principal port of Jiidah. Its foundation has been 
ascribed to Japhet, son of Noah ; and, according to Pliny, 
it was founded before the delage. However fabulous these 
accoonts may be, they afford incontestible evidence of the 
high antiquity of the place. — ^See Dr. E. D. Clarkb'i Travels, 
t Lebanon is a long chain of limestone mountains^ extending 
from the neighbourhood of Sidon on the west, to the vicinity 
of I>amascn8 eastward, and forming the extreme northern 
bonndary of the holy land. It is divided into two principal 
ridges, parallel to each other ; that on the west i^ called Libft- 
nasy and the opposite or eastern ridge, Anti-Libanns. Both 
are computed to be about fifteen or sixteen hundred fathoms 
in height, and offer a grand and magnificent prospect to the 
beholder. Anti-Libanus, the more lofty range of the two, is 
covered, at its summit, with perpetual snow, which was car- 
ried to the neighbouring towns for the purpose of cooling 
liquors, Prov. xxv. 13. Jer. xviii. 14. a practice that still 
remains in the east. The most elevated summit of this ridge 
was called Hermon^ by the Hebrews : iStrton, by the Sidonians; 
and 5Affitr, by the Ammonites. Almost all these- mountains 
are well cultivated and well peopled : their suihmits are, in 
many parts, level, and form extensive plains. Numerous 
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Q. Where was it built ? 

^, On numnt Moriali where AbrahftiD had been oom' 
manded to offer up Isaac, and where the Lord had mp« 
peared to David, after the infliction of the pestilence. 

Q, What were its dimensions ? 

A. The length of what properly constitnted the tern* 
pie was sixty cnlnts ; the breadth, twenty cubits ; and 
the height, thirty cubits : but the buildings annexed to 
it were Tery extensive.'* 

Q. What was remarkable in the building of tiiia 
structure ? 

j4. ** It was built of stone made ready before it was 
brought thither : so that there was neither hammer, 
nor axe, nor any tool of iron heard in the house, while 
it was in building.*' 

Q. What part of it was designed for the ark of the 
covenant ? 

A, The oracle, or most holy place, m chamber of 



fttreamft of excellent water diffuse on all sides a freshness and 
ferdlity, ev^n in the most elevated regions : to these Solomon 
alludes, Song W. 15. Vineyards, and plantations of mnlberry, 
olive, and fig-trees, are also cultivated on terraces formed by 
walls, which support the earth from being washed awi^ hf 
the rains from the sides oi the acclivitiew. The soil is excel* 
lent, producing abundance of com, oil, and wine ; which is as 
much celebrated now, as it was in the days of Hosea, xiv. 7. 
But the glory of Lebanon was its cedars, a few of which still 
adorn Its summit, and ilonrish among the snow.— See Hoxnc*s 
Introd. vol. iii. Part 1. 

* Ecekiel has given a minute detail of the measurement of 
every part of the temple, xl. to xliii. 12, 17. 
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twenty cabits 8i)iiare^ aqparated fum the tether yvt 'of ' 
tbe temple by a vail of curious and costly worfcrnansMp. 

Q. What did the otaele ooiktain } 

^. Two cherubim made of olive tree^ eaiDh- ten tbet 
high, whose wing8> . stretched out^ measnred eaeh tve 
cvbits^ '' so that the wing of the one touched the one 
wM, and the wing of the other cherub touched the 
otber Wall j and their wings touched one another in the 
midst df the house 3** ''and diey stood oki their feel;> 
tvilh their facets inwftrd.'* 

Q. To what special use was the oracJeTcserved ? 

Jii N6 person was eVer allowed to enter it imt tbe 
high prieist 5 and he only once a year; 'to make atdfte 
inent for the sins of the people.'* 

Q. What did this exclusion indicate ? 

j4. " liiat the way into the holiest of all waa not yet 
made manifest.*' 

Q. In what manner were tiie temple^ and the holy 
pkce^ ornamented ? 

j4. The doors and walls were carved with cherubim^ 
palm treeSj and open flowers 5 and the whole of the build- 
ings including the carved workj^ and even the floors^ was 
overlaid with gold. 

Q, With wh^t was the entrance of the porch of the 
temple adorned ? 

ji. With two ornamented pillars .of brass^ which 

' ' ■ • I 

* See the qnentions on the history of the Tabernacle, page 
92 to 95. 

T 2 
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SMomon called Jachin and Boaz.* Each of thaae waa 
twelve cabita in circamference^ and eiglitecii cabits 
high without the chapiters which were five cnbiti* 

Q. What w^e the dimenaions of the braaeii altar } 

j4. It was twenty cubits square, and ten cabits high. 

Q. What convenience was prepared for the ablstioA 
of the priests ? 

A. A large brasen reservoir, called a molten sen, 
which held three thousand baths.f It was iiva cabit» 
in depth, and thirty in circumference ; and it stood on. 
twelve brasen oxen, three of which looked northward, 
three westward, three southward, and three eastward. 

Q. In what did the priests wash the dUferent parts of 
the animab slain for sacrifice ? 

A. In brasen lavers, of which there were ten made 
for this purpose. 

Q. What other furniture was made for the temple \ 

A, An altar of pure gold for incense, and a great 
variety of gold, silver, and brasen utensils of different 
kinds4 

* Jachin, ht edablished — Boaz, m §trengfh, Implying, aoeonf- 
ing to the Rev. T. Stackhousb, that God alone was the 
0fip|M>rt of the temple. 

t A bath if entimated at feven g allofMi sad foar piott. 

; See 1 Kings ▼. — ^vii. 2 Chron. il. — v. 10» The degree ot 
credit to which the following secoant of th» temple fnmitnre, 
taken from Josephns, book viii. chap. $. If entitleif, any be 
af certained by confoltiog the plain and conciae f tatenent of 
the f acred penmen. 10,000 gold tables, 10,000 caadleatSckf, 
80,000 pouring vessels, 100,000 golden, and 200,000 stiver 
Tialf, 30,000 golden and 160,000 silver difhet, 00^000 golden 



Q, By wliom was the curious wormanship of the gold, 
silver, and brasen fumitiire execated } 

An By Hiram, a Sidonian artist, famous in his own 
country for his skill and ingenuity.* 

Q. What time was occupied in the undertaking ? 

A* Seven years and six months. It was begun in 
laif the second month of the fourth year of Solomon's 
reign, and finished in Bui, the eighth month of the 
eleventh year. 

Q. When was it dedicated \ ^ 

A. M. 2999. A. In Ethanim, the seventh month of 

B. C. 1005. the foUowing year,t at the feast of 
Tabernacles. On this occasion, Solomon, accompanied 
by the priests and Levites, the elders, the heads of the 
tribes, and a very great company of Israelites, brought 
up the ark to Jerusalem, and deposited it in the temple, 
in the most holy place, under the wings of the cherubim. 
The priests who performed this duty having withdrawn, 
the Levites — ** arrayed in white linen, having cymbals, 
and psalteries, and harps," standing ^' at the east end of 
the altar, and with them an hundred and twenty priests 
sounding with trumpets,** lifted up their voice \ and as 



and 120)000 silver basont, 20,000 golden and 40,000 nilver 
measareg, 20,000 golden and 50,000 silver censers, 1000 gar* 
menu for the high priest, 10,000 linen garments for the priests, 
200,000 trompets^ 200,000 linen garments for the singers, and 
40 ,000 musical instruments of brass. 

• 2 Chrou. il. 13, 14. 

t It is inpposed that this year was a Jubilee, and there- 
fore most suitable for this great solenmity. 
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they praised the Lord saying, ^ For he i$ good > for bis 
mercy endurelh for erer :" the glory of the Lord* filled 
the honse^ ** so that the priests conld not staiid to 
minister by reason of the cloud." And 8o]omon, kneel- 
ing down on a brasen scaffold before all the oongre- 
gation, spread forth his hands towards* heaven, and 
by solemn prayer dedicated the temple to the God of 
Israel :t after which he blessed the people. 

Q. How was the divine fovonr manifested in answer 
to Solomon's prayer ? 

A, As soon as his prayer was ended, the fire of the 
Lord fell from heaven and consumed the bnmt offining 
and the sacrifices : and when the Israelites saw it, they 
bowed with their fitces to the gronnd and worshipped. 

Q, What further assurance had Solomon that God 
had heard his prayer ? 

A. The Lord appeared to him a second time,| and 

* The glory of this temple^conslstcd in the ark and merey- 
seat, the manifestation of the divine presence in the tmoH boly 
place, the facr4>d fire kindled .from heaven, the Urim and 
Tbtunmim, and the spirit of prophecy : all these were wanting 
in the second temple. 

*' According to the opinion of some writers, there were three 
temples, viz. the first, erected by Solomon ; the second, by 
Zembbabel and Joshna the high priest ; and the third, by 
Herod , a few years before the hirtli of Christ. Bot this opinloa 
is, very properly, refected by the /ews ; who do not allow the 
third to be a new temple, bnt only the second temple rebuilt*'' 
— Hobvb's Introd. vol. iii. Part 8. 

1 1 King« viii. 1—64. 2 Chron. v. 2.^vii. %, 

X 1 Kings iz. 2—9. Calmet and others place this vision 
soon after the dedication, as may indeed be inferred from v. S. 
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assured him he had heard his prayer and hallowed the 
temple : promising, moreover, the continnation of the 
throne in his family for ev«r, if he and his posterity 
would keep the commandments of God. 

Q. How long did the festivities connected with the 
dedication of the temple, and the feast of tabemacleS;, 
last? 

u4. The dedicatioh of the temple began on the eighth 
day of the seventh month, and continned over the four'* 
teenth ; on the fifteenth the feast of tabernacles began, 
and lasted over the twenty-eecond : and on the twenty*- 
third day the people began to return home. 

Q. How many victims were sacrificed on this, 
occasion ? 

^. Twenty-two thousand oasen, and one hundred and 
twenty thousand ebeep. 

Q. By what dlstingaished individual was Solomon 
visited on account of his wisdom ? 

A. By the queen of Sheba, who came with a great 
retinue to Jerusalem, to see him and to prove him 
with hard questions. *' And Solomon told her all her 
questions : there was not any thing hid from the king, 
which he told her not.** 

Q, What efkct did the wisdom of Solomon, and the 
splendid arrangements of his court, produce upon her ^ 

j4. When she had heard his wisdom, and seen hia 
house, " and the meat of his table, and the sitting of his 
servants, and the attendance of his ministers, and their 
apparel, and his cup-bearers, and bis bumt-ojQfering 
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which he offered in the house of the Lord -,* there was 
no more spirit in her. And she said to the king. It was 
a true report that I beard in mine own land of thy acts 
and of thy wisdom. Howbeit I beliered not the words, 
until [ came, and mine eyes had seen : and, behold, the 
half was not told me : thy wisdom and prosperity ex- 
ceeded the fame which I heard. Happy are thy men, 
happy are these thy servants, which stand continually 
before thee, and that hear thy wisdom. Blessed be the 
Lord thy God, which delighted in thee, to set thee on 
the throne of Israel : because the Lord loved Israel for 
ever, therefore made he thee king, to do judgment and 
justice.** 

Q, What proof have we of Solomon's riches ? 
• j4. He had two hundred targets, and three hundred 
shields made of beaten gold, and all his drinking 
vessels also,-^for silver " was nothing accounted of" in 
his days : he had a splendid throne of ivory, inlaid in 
every part with the best gold : and the weight of gold 
that he received in one year, was six hundred and 
sixty-six talents, exclusive of the sum received in imposts 
and tribute. 

Q. What was the general aspect of his reign } 
A. ** Judah and Israel were many, as the sand which 
U by the sea in multitude, eating, and drinking, and 
making merry." — And they '' dwelt safely, every man 



• This is no donbt the correct reading of I King s* S.-^ 
See Pr. .4. Clarke's Comment, 
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iinder bis vine and under his fig tree>* from Dan even 
to Beer-sheba^ all the days of Solomon.** 

Q« What structures did Solomon build besides the 
temple ? 

A. He built a palace for himself^ the house of the 
forest of Lebanon^ and a house for Pharaoh*s daughter. 
The construction of these buildings occupied twelve 
vears and a halff 

m 

Q. How did he recompense the king of Tyre ? 

A. He gave him annually '* twenty thousand measures 
of beaten wheat, and twenty thousand measures of bar- 
ley, and twenty thousand baths of wine, and twenty 
thousand baths of oil 5*' besides twenty cities in Galilee. 
Hiram, however, was displeased with the cities, and 
returned them to Solomon. 

Q, Did Solomon carry on any war ? 

j4. Yes : he warred against Haroath-zobah, and 
prevailed against it. 

Q. What cities and fortifications did he build ? 

^. He built Millo,t the wall of Jerusalem, Hazor, 
Megiddo, Gezer, Beth-horon the upper, and Beth-horon 



* This appears to have been a JewUh proverb, expressing 
great secnrlty and felicity. — See Micah iv. 4, 

t I Kings ix. 10. Seven years and a half were occnpled 
io the construction of the temple. 

X What Millo was cannot be ascertained. Some suppose 
it was a senate house ; and others, a deep valley fitted up by 
Solomo^for the convenience of building : but these are merely 
etymological conjectures. 
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tlie nether^ Baalath, Tadmor* in the wilderness, and 
several store cities in Hamath and other places. 

Q. Did Solomon retain the affections of his people ? 

j4. No : he made their yoke grierons by levying 
tribate npon them.f 

* Tadmor is allowed, by almost general consenty to be tlie 
same as Palmyra— both names alluding to a place adorned with 
palm-trees. Itis sitnated eighty-fife miles from the Eapfarates* 
and about one hundred and seventeen from the nearest shores 
of the Mediterranean, in a well watered and fertile plain, 
surrounded by an inhospitable desert. It is supposed to have 
been designed for the protection of the Israelitish herds; the 
rarronnding desert rendering any attempt to besiege It very 
hazardous. Its inhabitanu, several centuries after the days 
of Solomon, engaged in the Indian trade, and became exceed- 
ingly ' opulent. Under the Syrian princes descended from 
Selencns, it arrived at the meridian of its greatness ; and when 
Syria submitted to Rome, it continued a free state, and was 
tnfficiently powerful to make its alliance desired both by the 
Romans and Parthians, with whom it carried on a lacrative 
commerce. It submitted however to the Roman arms voder 
Aurelian ; after which, trade never revived there, and the aty 
itself appears to have declined. Towards the close of the 
seventeenth century its ruins were visited by some geDtlemen 
belonging to the English factory at Aleppo. ** To their as- 
tonishment they beheld a fertile spot of some miles in extent, 
arising like an island out of a vast plain of sand, covered with 
the remains of temples, porticoes, aqueducts, and other public 
works/' of which Messrs. Bawkihs and Wood, who visited 
it sixty years after, have given a most magnificent descrip- 
tion.— -See MiCHAELis's Comment, vol. i. Art. 2S. — Wood's 
Ruins of Palmyra, and Robebtsom*s Disquis. conceraifig 
Ancient India. 

t The tribute here spoken of, was of two kinds, — an impost 
or tax, and a levy of men; Whether it was one or both of these, 
cannot be ascertained, but it was intolerable to the Iiraelitei. 
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Q. Did lie valk in the way of DaTid his father I 
A, No : disregarding the divide law^^ he married many 
strange women of the Moabites^ Ammonites^ EdomiteSy 
Sidonians and Hittites : and ^' it came to pass when he 
was old, that his wires turned away his heart after other 
gods/'fto whom he oflcred iudense^ and offered sacrifice 
upon the high places. 

* He had brokoi this law in the life-time of bis father. Com- 
pare 2 Chroii. tx. SO. and xiL 13. The seven hundred prin- 
cesses, and three handred coocttbines, compomng Ms' harem, 
i Kings xi. 3. were prdbaUf aecumalated in the'latter yewrs 
of his life.' 

t Among these deities, Moloeh or Milcom,' the abomination ef 
the AmmoniteSy-^Chemosh, the abomination of the Moalrites, 
—wA Ashtoretb, the goddess of the Zidonians, ave parti* 
enlarized. 1 Kings xi. 5, T. Moloch, M« lawgy known also at 
Adrammelech and Anammeleeh, % Kingn xvii. 31. and Baal, 
Jer.xix. 5. and identified by Oalb, in his Coort of theGentile^^ 
with Sattim, was 'tiie name given by the Canaanltes attd 
oeighbonring tribes to the sun, whose worship was common to 
almost every nation, • Its preralence among the anoienc inha- 
bitants of our own island is sufficiently demonstrated by th«^ 
May-pole, supposed to be a symbol of the solar beam and of 
its prolific agency ,^-the fires by which midsummer eve and 
Christmas eve are still distinguished in the northern districts 
of England, — and the appellation BeaVtain. dofy . or iiay of 
Bdufsfire^ by which May-day is still known. in Scotland« 
But this auperstitioa was connected with mndh barbarity,' 
among tlie inhabitants of Palestine and the a^^acent coun< 
tries, where they made their children pafss through the 
fire, X«ev. xviii. 21. xx. 2«-5. 2 Kings, xxiii. 10. Whether 
this means the actual burning of the. children, or merely 
a pnrgation, by passing them between two fires, iff pro« 
blematioal : but that children wei;e actaaily sacrificed to 
Molech is certain, from Jerem. xix. 4, 5. where the judgments 

V 
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Q. What was the consequence of his apoetacy ? 

j4. The Lord raised him np adversaries in the persons 
of Hadad the Edomite, and Rezon king of Damascus ; 
and, by the prophet Ahijah> appointed Jeroboam, the 
son of Nebat, to be king over ten tribes of Israel, after 
the death of Sobmon. " Salomon sooght therefore to 



of God are deooanced against the kings of Jndab, becanae of 
these execrable holocaosts. The scene of these saogninary 
rites was the valley of the son of Hinnom, (which separated 
the mount of OUtcs from Jerusalem) called Tophet, either 
hem the fwnmu in which the victims were devoted to the 
gody or from the dnims by which their shrieks were over* 
powered. The Carthaginians also, a Phfsnician colony, carried 
these inhuman practices to an extreme : being hard pressed 
in the war with Agathocles^ the tyrant of Syracuse, they offered 
np,at one time, two hundred children of the first rank, to pro- 
pitiate this bloody deity % and it was even accounted meritorious 
for mothers to show the utmost unconcern during the perform* 
aaee of this horrid tragedy .^See RoLua's Anc. Hist. vol. i. 
book 2. 

Solomon does not appear to have carried his apostacy to 
this extravagant length, but bin posterity did, as the Jewish 
history expressly declares ; because these rites formed a very 
principal part of the worship of BaaL 2 Chron xxxiii. 0. 
Jer. xix. 1— IS. 

little is known relative to Chemosh, the god of Moab ; but 
Mr. Pabkhubst conjectures from Jerem. xlriiL 11 — 13, 96. 
that he may be identified with Comas, the god of revelry, of 
the Greek mythology, to whom, in name, he bears a very close 
resemblance. Ashtoreth, whose name occurs very early in 
Mosaic history. Gen. xiv. 6. is Identified with the to, Isis, 
Juno, Diana, and Venus or Astarte, of pagan snperstition : aad, 
according to Galb, (Court of the Gentiles, part 1« book 2, 
chap. 2.) was worshipped in Britain under the name of 
Adraite. 
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kill Jeroboam ;*' bnt he fled, and took reiiige nith Shkhak 
the kiog of Egypt. 

Q. Did Solomon find true, felicity in the alMmdance 
of carnal pleasures he had provided for himself ^ 

A, No : alter possessing CTcry thing which wealth and 
power could procure^, he dedared, as the conTiction of 
his judgment, that wiUiout the fear of God, life and all 
its pleasures were bnt .'' vanity and vexation of spirit." 

A. M. 3027. Q. How long did he rdgn over Israel \ 

B. C >977. -^. Forty years. 

Q. What were the literary, works of this prince ? 

^. " He spake thre^ thousand proverbs } and his 
songs were a thousand and five. And he spake of 
trees, from the cedar tree that is in Lebanon, even unto 
the hyssop that springeth out of the wall : he spake 
also of beasts and of fowl, and of creeping things, and 
of fishes." All these works, however, are lost, save a few 
of the proverbs " which the men of Hezekiah, king of 
Judah, copied out ;**' and two or three of the songs. 

A. M. 3028. Q. Who succeeded Sobmon \ 

B. C. 976. . A. Rehobqam, his son by Naamah the 
Ammonitess. 

Q. By what was his accession followed ? 

A. The Israelites who had assembled at Shechem to 
make him king, caused Jeroboam, whom they had recalled 
from Egypt, to remonstrate with Rehoboam,in their name^ 
against the burdens imposed upon, them by Solomon. 
The king -wishing to take counsel on the sul]ject, re- 
quested them to come again on the third day. In the 

• Prov. XX?. 1. 
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time he advised *^ with the old men that stood 
before Solomon his father /* and they oonnseDed him to 
serve them, and to give them good words : this opinion^ 
however^ he rejected; and adopted the advice of the 
yoongmen that had grovm np with him. Wherefore 
•n the third dav when the Israelites came to him. he 
toid to them, ^* My father made yom: yoke heavy, 
and I will add to yoar yoke : my father chastised 
yon with whips, bnt I will chastise, yon with scor* 
pions." They no sooner heard this than they withdrew 
their alleg^nce from Rehoboam ; Adoram, whom he 
sent to remonstrate with them, was stoned ^ and the 
king, in great alarm, fled to Jerusalem. 



CHAPTER VII. 

Tiu kingdom of Israel.* 



A. M. 3028. Q. By what was this revolt followed ? 

B. C. 976. j4. The ten tribes immediately made Jero- 
Rehoboam 1. boam king : wherefore Rehoboam went 

f While the kingdom of the ten tribes sobsisted. 
Homer and Hesiod are said to have flourished •• *.B. C. 907 

Lycargus gave laws to Sparta •• $84 

CarumSf one of the Heraclids, fonndeVl the kingdom 

. ofMacedott 814 

The aeraof the Olympic games fixed 776 

Tbeopompos established the Kphori at Sparta • 760 

The city of Rome was built 753 

Nabonassar proclaimed himself king of Babylon, and 

bornt the annals of his predecessors 747 
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against tBem nvith a large army 5 but at the command* 
ment of the Lord^ by Sbemaiah the prophet^ his troops 
were disbanded^ and sent home. 

Q. Did Jeroboam serve the Lord ? 

A, No : fearfnl of the return of the tribes to their 
alliance to David's hoase^ to which he svpposed'Hieir 
going «p thrice in the year to Jemsakm to worship 
might contribute^ he set np a golden calf* atDan^ and 
another at Bethel^ and thus taught the Israelites to 
ftraake the Lord their God. 

Q. Did he endeavour to eoociliate the Letites ? 

^. No : • he ordained for the service of his gods 
priesto out of other tribes.f and thus '' cast out the 
priests of the Lord.'* Moreov(»r he ** ordained a feast 
unto the children of Israel" on *^ the fifteenth day of the 
eighth month, in the month which he had devised of his 
own heart.- ^ 

Q. How did the Lord manifest his displeasure against 
JaY>boaml 

A. He sent a prophet to Bethel to predict the defile-^ 
ment of the idolatrous altar by Josiah king of Judah. 
This duty he performed in presence of Jeroboam j and 
as a ple^ of its fidfihttent declared that the ahar should 



* Jeroboam's idolatry was state policy : he had no confidence 
m these gods, 1 Kings sir. 1—4. The calf was a repetition of 
Aaron's offsnce. 

t Not frittU rf the hwe9t ci the peopUy 1 Rings xU* 31. bat 
^^^oUtke peopU: the sin therefore consisted in patting into 
the priests' office persons not appointed by Ood.—- Conipare 
1 Kings zii. SI. 3 Gfaron. ziit. 9. Heb.v.4. 

u 2 
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fcprthwiih be rent and the ashes ponred out. The ac^ 
complishment of the predicted sign iminediately followed i 
and the king, greatly irritated^ endeayoniiBd to seize the 
person of the prophet ; but his band, which he bad 
stretched oat for the purpose, instantly dried np. He 
therefore songht the prayers of the man of God, at whose 
intercession it was immediately restored. 

Q. What befel this prophet ? 

^«, Being deceived by another prophet, he disobeyed 
the word of the Lord. Therefore as he was returning 
home, he was slain by a Hon.* 

Q. Had Jeroboam any other indication of the divine 
displeasure } 

A, Yes : his son Abijs^ falling sick, Jeroboam sent 
hii. wife in disguise to Sbiloh^ to ascertain from Ahijah 
the prophet^ the result of his sickness. AhijsA, to whom 
the Lord had made known the design of the king, ac- 
costed her as she entered the door of his. house, and 
announced to her the sentence of extirpation passed 
upon the family of Jeroboam, and the approaching death 
of Abijah. 

Q. What wars did Jeroboam carry on ? 

A* He warred with Behoboam and Abijam all hit days. 

Qv What became of him ? 

A. After reigning two and twenty years, "the Lord 
struck him and he died >" and Nadab, his son, whom he 
had associated with himself in the government, reigned 
in his stead. 

• See Uie »tory 1 Kings xiii. 1--26. 
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A. M. 3049. Q. What became of Nadab } 

B. C. 955» .j4. He carried on a war agadnat the 
yisa 3« Fhilistines 3 but wbikt he was besieging 
Gibbethon, oi^e of thmr citiea» Baasha conspijred against. 
bim and slew him :. and, < haying, sei^d. the .crown, 
utterly destroyed all the h^m^ of jQrobi9Am, 

Q, What wars did Baasha carry on ?. 

^. He warred against Asa, king .of Judah, all his days. 

Q. Did he fear the Lord > 

^. No : he walked in the w^ya of Jeroboam } where* 
fore the Lord sent Jehn the; prophet, tiie son of Hanani, 
to annpunce to him the awful judgments that i^waited 
his family on account of his. sins. 

A. M. 3072. Q. What became of Baasha > 

B. C. 932. ^. Having reigned four apd twenty 
As0 26. years over Israel^ he di^d $ and was 
succeeded by his son Elah. ... 

Q, With what people did Elah ea^jy on war ? * 
j4. He warred against tide Philistines, and sent Omri, 
captain of the h<>st, to besiege Gibbethon. Meantime 

A. M. 3073. he gave himself ' up to intemperanf^ ; 

B. C. .931. but jin the second year of his reigii, 
Asa 27. Zimri, one of his captains, assas^nated 
him whilst h|e was drunk, in the house of his steward, 
and reigned in hi9 stead. 

A. M. 3073. Q. How did Zimri act towards the fis^mily 

B. C. .931. of Elah? 

u4sa ■ 21. A, He slew all his l^ouse, his kindred, 
and also his friends. But the army at Gibbethon hear- 
ing of tlie deatih of Elah, raised Omri, their captain, to 
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the throne. Leaving Oibbetfaon, therefore, Omri ioime- 
diately led his army againit 2tfiinri, and besieged him im 
Tirzah. The city being captured, Zimri shut himself 
up in the palace, and setting (ire to it, perished in tlie 
flames, after a reign of seven days. 

A. M. 3073. Q. Was Omri then left m qmet poe* 

B. C. 931. session of the crown ? 

Asa 27* A. No : half of the people declared for 
Tibni, son of Ginath, and made him a king % in eonee- 
qnence of which a civil mx ensned. ** Bnt the people 
that followed Omri prevailed against the people tliat 
followed Tibni : — so Tibni died, and Omri rdgnid.* 

A. M. 3077. Q. Did Tirzah continue to be the capital 

B. C. 927. of Israel ? 

Ata 31. A. 'So: Omri bnilt a new capital, and 
called it Samaria, after Shemer, of whom he bought tlie 
hill on which the city stood. 

Q. Did Omri fear God ? 

A. No : *' he wrought evil in the eyes of the Lokd^ 

A. M. 3084. and did worse than all that were before 

B. C. 920. him.** After a reign of twelye years, he 
Aea 38. died, and was succeeded by Ahab his sob. 

^. What was the character of Ahab ? 

A, He w^ obsHnately given to idolatry, and ^ did 
more to provoke the Lord— to anger than aB the kings 
-^that were before him.** For ** he took to wife Jezebel 
the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Zidoniaas,- 
reaipMl up an altar for Baal," and ** made a grove.** 

* See Remarkik to Chroa. Table, H^^^ 4. 
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Q, For what is Jezebei remarkable ? 

j4. For ber hatred to the worship of the tme God,* 
whose prophets she caused to be siaia ^ aad for 29eal in 
the cause of Baal, whose prophets, four hundred and 
iifty in number, besides the prophets of the groTe8,t 
were fed at her own table. 

^, Were all the Lord's prophets destroyed } 

A, No : Obadiah, Ahab's steward^ who ** feared the 
Lord greatly," took a hundred prophets, and hid them 
by fifties in a caye, and fed them with bread and water. 

Q. What was the consequence of Ahab's stns ? 

A. At the prayer of Elijah the 'Hshblte, the Lord 
visited Israel with a famine that continued three years 
and six months. 

Q. How was Elijah himself supported in thU cala- 
mitous period ? . ' 

A, He dwelt, by God^s command, at thts brook of 
Cberith, whither ravens carried him bread and flesh 
erery morning and evening. When this brook dried up, 
the Lord commanded him to go to Zarephath in Zidon, 
and to Bojoum there with a poor widow. 

i^. How did this woman behave to the prophet ? 

A. fielieving him to be a man of God, she hesitated 
BOt to make him a small cake, though all that remained 
of her provisions was a handful of meal and a little oil : 

* So pre-eminent wafl the wickedness of this woman, that 
the Spirit has Bsed her name Rev. ii. 20. to personify the 
abominations of idolatry. 

t A kind oi druids, or priests of the oaks, to the groves of 
wliieh they resorted to celebrate their abominable mysteries. 
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being assured that the barrel of meal should not waste, 
nor the cruise of oil fail, until the day that the Lord 
should send rain upon the land : which came to pass 
accordingly. 

Q. How did the Lord further interpose in behalf of 
this woman ? 

A. Her only son dying, Elijah prayed for his resto- 
ration ; " and the Lord heard the voice of Elijah, and the 
soul of the child came into him again, and he reyived." 

Q. Was Ahab aware that the famine was sent in 
answer to Elijah's prayer ? 

j^. Yes : and therefore he sought for him in all the 
neighbouring kingdoms, but in vain. However in the 
third year the Lord said to Elijah, '* Go, shew thyself 
tmto Ahab j and I will, send rain upon the earth.'* 

Q, What was the result of the interview } 

A. Ahab charged Elijah with being the tronbler of 
Israel ; but this charge Was retorted by the prophet, 
who, attributing all the judgments that had befallen the 
land to the iniquity of Ahab's house, proposed to meet 
the prophets of Baal and the prophets of the groves^ at 
mount Carmel, and there to appeal to the divine judg- 
ment. To this Ahab acceded % and all Israel, and the 
idolatrous prophets, were accordingly assembled at 
mount Carmel. 

Q. What mode of appeal was there adopted ? 

A, Elijah proposed, on his own part, to offer sacrifice, 
without firCt to the Lord \ that the false prophets 
should offer sacrifice, in a similar manner, to Baal ; and 
that an answer by fire from heaven, should deteimine 
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who wai tlie God of Isnel. " Aad all tiie people am- 
swered amd said. It is wdl spoken." 

Q. How did they thea proceed > 

A, The prophets <tf Baal, haTing prepared a bollodi 
and laid it on the altar, at die time of die morning 
sacrifioe, called on Baal till noon day, saying, '^O Baal ! 
hear as : bat there we» no vmoe, nor any that answered. 
And they leaped npon the altar.*' Elijah therefine 
mocked them and said, ** Cry alood, for he Ir a god ; 
either he is talking, or he is porsning, or he is in a 
journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be 
awaked. And they cried alond, and cot themaelTes 
after their manner with knives and lancets, till the blood 
gushed out npon them ;" and continued prophesying until 
the time of the CTening sacrifice, but in vain. 

Q. How .had Elijah been occupied in the mean wlnle > 

^. He had taken twebre stones aonmiing to the 
nuB^r of the tribes of Israd, and re-«fected die altar 
of the Lord, diat had been thrown down. Aroond this 
altar he made a trendi ; and when die victim was laid 
in order on the wood, he filled the trench with wati^. 
And at the time of the evening sacrifice, he approached 
the altar and said, '' Lord God of Abraham, of Isaac^ 
and of Israel> let it be shown this day that thou art God 
in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that, I have 
done these things at thy word. Hear me, O Loan, 
hear me, that diis people may know that thou art the 
lionp God, and that thou hast tamed their heart bai^ 
again. Then the fire of the Lord fell, and consumed 
the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and die stones, and 
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the dost^ and licked up the water that was in the trench. 
And when all the people beheld, they fell on their faces : 
and they said. The Lobp he is the God ; the Lord he 
is the God." 

Q. How did Elijah improv^e this circnmstance ? 

j^. He commanded the people to seize the false 
prophets by whom they had been deluded, and for whose 
abominations the land mourned -, and haying conducted 
them to the brook Kishon^ slew them there. 

Q. What followed this execution } 

A. Elijah sent to Ahab saying, *' Get thee up ; eat 
and drink, for there is a sound of abundance of rain/* — 
''And it came to pass in the mean while, that the heaTen 
was black with clouds and wind, and there was a great 



rain. 



Q. What effect did the execution of the propbets 
produce on Jezebel ? 

A. It displeased her exceedingly, and she, threatened 
the life of Elijah in revenge. He fled therefore to Beer- 
sheba \ and leaving his servant there, *' went a day's 
journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down 
vnder a juniper tree : and he requested for himself that 
be might die ; and said. It is enough j now, O Lord, 
take away my life j for I am not better than my Withers." 
He then lay down and slept. 

Q. How was he awoke ? 

A. " An angel touched him, and said unto him. Arise 
OfuA eat* And he looked, and behold, there was a cake 
baken on the coals, and a cruise of water at his head. 
And he did eat and drink, and laid him down again.'* 
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And the angeL«f the Losd came agiin the second time, 
and touched him, and said. Arise €nd eat j because IIm 
journey » too great for thee.'* 

Q. What Mowed } 
' ^. ^' He arose, and did eat and drink, and went in 
the strength of that meat forty days and forty nigbts 
unto Horeb the mount of God/* 

Q. What occurred there ? 

^. After bewailing the apostaoy of Jsnid), and 
the slaughter of tbe>Lord*s prophets, ke<had an awful 
manifestatiiRi of the presence of 'God : and wiis assured 
that there w^re yet in Isiael seven. t)KMisand who had 
not bowed 'the knee to Baal. He was then ooinmaiided 
to letum ito the wildemest of Damascus, and .to • anoint 
Jdku to be king aver tlsrael, Haza^ to be )kiDg avvr 
Syria, and iEIlisha to suooeed himself in the ptophetie 
,oftiie.* 

A. M. 3102. Q. Who made war upon ^M> aboul 

B. C. 902. this time? 

j€ho9ktiphai 15« ^. Benhadad, kingofMSyria, inadewar 
upon Ahab,:and with .two and thij^tyiprinoes and a large 
army laid aiege to Samaria* Abab at )fif st •was inchaad 
t» adNuit 3 but the jveaaitious requirements of sBenhadad 
determined him at length' to 'fefist: and tiw iwar n^iui 
temiin^itedby the disoomfitaii^ of the Syrians^ >*iii^hom ijb% 
Lord deliyered into the hands of Abab. 
Q. How did Ahab act towards Benhadad ? 

* He left the anpwting of J,9h;i Xt^ .£Usha .l)i# ff^^w. 
aKing*A>.;i— W- 

z 
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A. He made a treaty* with him, and sent him away * 
therefore a prophet was sent to tell him that his own 
life should be forfeited for that of Benhadad, whom the 
Lord had appointed to utter destruction* 

Q, How long did the peace between Israel and Syria 
continue ? 

A, Three years. 

Q. Of what wickedness were Ahab and Jezebel 
guilty during this interval ? 

A. Nabotb, the Jezreelite^ having refused to sell Ahab 
a vineyard^ he was so displeased^ that on his return home 
he '^tomed away his Isce and would eat no hreaiL*' 
Jezebel^ therefore, having ascertained the cause of his 
griefy sent letters in his name to the elders of the city, 
and ordered them to try and to condemn Naboth on a false 
accusation of blasphemy, lliis was accordingly done ; 
and Naboth being stoned, Ahab went to take possession 
of the vineyard. 

Q. How was he reproved for this wicked deed ? 

A. Elijah was sent to meet him with this message, 
" Thus saith the Lord, Hast thou killed and also taken 
possession ? In the place where dogs licked the blood of 
Naboth shall dogs fick thy blood, even thine. — ^And the 
dogs shall eat Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel." 

Q. What effect was produced on Ahab by this 
denunciation ? 



* The chadzoih or tfreets spoken of in this treaty, 1 Kings 
XX, S4. MicHACtis solpposes to be ptuturing^ plaeet for flocks, 
in the district of Daoiatcas, and the circamjaceot country. 
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^. He rent his clothes^ and put on sackdoth and 
fasted ; on which acconnt the evils threatened against 
his honse were suspended in his days. 

Q, Prom whom did Ahab receive tribute ? 

^. He received annually a hundred thousand lambs^ 
and a hundred thousand rams^ with the wool^ from Mesha, 
king of Moab.* 

' Q. What circumstance caused a renewal of the Syrian 
war ? 

y4. The refusal of the Syrians to restore Ramoth- 
gilead. Ahab^ therefore^ accompanied by Jehoshaphat^ 
king of Judah, went against them with an army j although 
forewarned by Micaiah the prophet, that he shoidd be 
slain in the conflict. 

^. How did he treat Micaiah on this account ? 

^. IncensJMl at his prediction, because it was con- 
tradictory to the declarations of four hundred false 
prophets who had promised him success, he sent him to 
prison until the conclusion of the war. 

A. M. 3105. * Q, How vras the war terminatied > 

B. C. 899. ^. Ahab being mortally wounded in 
JehoshapkatlB. battle, died in the evening, and the 
Syrians were left in possession of the field. 

Q, Was Elijah's prediction concerning Ahab fnlfilled } 

A. Yes : his body being carried home, the servants 

washed his chariot and his armour in the pool of Samaria : 



* Many of the oriental princes were, like Mesha, — sheep- 
masters. Both sacred and profane history abound in 
instances of the wealth and power of the eastern shepherds. 
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tmd cl«g9 t9me and licked his blood. Ahaziah^ his son, 
•ooMeded hiau 

Q. What city was rehnilt in the daye el Ahab } 

A, JeridK^ was rebuilt by Hiel of Bethel, ** He laid 
the iDiiadatioa thereof in Abiran his firs^boni, and 
set iqi the gates thereof in his youngest «<mi S€^b, 
according to the word of the Lord, which he spake -by 
Joahoa the son of Nod/'^ 

Q. Wliat mercantile speculation was begun by 
Ahttziah ? 

A. He built ships at £;uon-geber to go to O^iif 
lor ^Id, and was joined in the ^ndertalaBg by Jelio* 
aapdnt, king of Judah : but the fleet was wrecked, 

A. M. 3105. q. What befel Aharaah? 

B. C 890« A. In the second yeai- of his Kiga^ he 
Jsbomphat 18. fell down through a lattice in his upper 
diamber, and died shortly after. 

Q. What remarkable circniastaoce waf 'COfMmcted 
with his death ? 

A. Hie sercFaats whom he had seat to inqmre of Baal- 
leMbtfMie god of £kroD, concenunghis iliaess, were met 
by Bl^ah, who bade them return and say to Ahaziak, 
" Thon shalt surely die." The kiog no aooner leoeived 
this message^ than be sent a captain and fifty mea to 
teing Elijah to him : this company and another, with 
their 'd^ptaias, were eonsomed by fire from heaven, at the 

* Commentators interpret this in the snccessive deaths of 
all Hiel's children :^tlie fii7>t died in laying the fonndation, 
and the last in setting up the gates of the city : Ums ht« 
family became extinct. 
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prayer of the prophet But a third captaisj sent with 
another fifty^ begging earnestly of the prophet that his 
life« and that of his men, might be precious in his sights 
Elijah at the command of an angel, went down and 
delivered the message to the dying king. 

A. M. 3105. Q. Who succeeded Ahaziah ? 

B. €. 899. A, Jehoram his brother, because Aha- 
Jehosaphai 18. ziah had no son. 

Q* What signal honour was conferred in this reign 
on Elijah } 

A, He was taken up to heaven by a whirlwind. 

Q* By what was this circumstance preceded ? 

A, Elijah, (whose intended removal from this life 
was not unknown to the prophets,) unable to induce 
Elisha to leave him, walked with him to the Jordan^ 
which being divided by Elijah's mantle, they passed 
over on dry ground. 

Q. What happened beyond the Jordan \ 

A. Elisha solicited a double portion of his master's 
spirit, which, though ''a hard thing," was promised, 
provided Elisha saw him when he was taken up. 
While conversing together, '' behold, a chariot of fire, 
and horses of iire that parted them both asunder. — ^And 
Elisha beheld, ^md he cried. My father, my father, the 
chaxiot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof :" and he 
rent his clothes. 

Q. How did Elisha prove that the spirit of Elijah 
rested upon him } 

A. He took the mantle of Elijah which had fallen, 
and smote the Jordan, saying, '^ Where U the Lorb 

*x 2 
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• • • . 

God of Elijah ?*' and the waters immediately dmded, 
and h^ passed over to Jericho. 

Q, Was any search made for Elijah ? 

^. Yes : the prophets^ notwithstanding the assurances 
of Elisha^ imagining the Spirit of the Lord might have 
cast him npon some mountain^ or into some raUey,* 
sent fifty men to seek for him -, " and they sooght three 
days^ but found him not/* 

Q. What service did Elisha render to Jericho ? 

A, The inhabitants lamenting the badness of the 
water, and the barrenness of the land, Elisha cast salt 
into the spring, and healed the water and the land in 
the name of the Lord. • 

§. What occurred in his way to Bethel ? 

A, A great number of children came out of the dty, 
and mocked him saying, '* Go up, thou bald head If 
go up, thou bald head ! and he turned back, and looked 
on them, and cursed them in the name of the Lokd. 
And there came forth two s!.e bears out of the wood, 
and tare forty and two of them." 

Q, Mention some of the miracles wrought by this 
prophet > 

A, He multiplied the widow*s oil to enable her to 
pay her creditors -, gave a son to the Shunammite, whose 



* Some similar circnni«tance to tbat mentionedy Acts viii. 
S9, 40. mast have occurred at a former ppriod to Warrant this 
sappovition —Sec 1 Kings xviii. 12. Ezek. iiu 14^ IS, viU. 3. 
xi. 1,. ^CorinflVxii.^, 3, 

.t T^(>y taontefl hiu) witK what they probably considered the 
fa^se story of Elijahs tt-aoslation. ' ' ' 



"•*fS4u£S*«r'* 



8CRIFTITSB RISTOftY. 235 

husband i^as a very old man 5 and when the lad died 
some years i^ter, restored him a^in to life ; healed the 
deadly pottage 5 multiplied the loaves of bread ; enred 
Naaman of the leprosy > and caused iron to swim. 

Q. By what was the death of Ahab fbllowed ? . 

^. By the rebellion t)f Mesha^ king of Moab, who 
had been tributary to Israel. Jehi(||am, therefore^ having 
induced Jehoshaphat king of Jadah, and the king of Edbm 
to join him, invaded Moab. 

Q. What was the isstie of the War ? 

^. At first the Israelites were much distt^ssed for 
want of water. But having cotisulted £tisha, he com- 
manded thein to fill the valley with ditches, assured them 
that they should have abundanee of water, and more- 
over, that the Lord would deliver the Moabitee into 
their hand. This accordingly came to pass': for on the 
morrow, while ofiering the morning sacrifice, the valley 
was filled with water. * The reflection of the sun upon 
it, gave it an appearance of blood to the Moabites, who 
oonclnded that the oonfederated troops had smitten 6ne 
another. They hastened, therefore, in eicpectation of 
plunder, to the camp of the' Israelities, where a san- 
guinary conflict ensued. The king of Moab, ^deing that 
the battle went against him, offered his eldest' son for a 
burnt offering upon the wall. The Israelites, however, 
were victorious 5 and after wasting the enemy's country, 
they returned to tbi^ir ovvn l^nd. , *. , 

Q, In what war was Jehoram.next engaged 1^ 

^. fnawnrHi^thBehhadad, king- of Syria, in' which 
Elisha rendered him great service by apprizing him of 
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the enemy's designs. Benhadad being conseqaently 
frustrated, suspected his servants of treachery ; but they 
assured him of their fidelity, and attributed the discovery 
of his plans to Elisha. 

Q. To what measure had Benhadad thereupon recourse ? 

u4. Designing to seize the person of the prophet^ then 
at Dothan, he sent horses and chariots and a great host, 
which compassed the city about. At the sight of them, 
the servant of the man of God was sore afraid ; but at 
the prayer of the prophet, his eyes were opened, and " he 
saw : and, behold, the mountain full of horses and cha- 
riots of hre round about Elisha :" and the Syrians, when 
they " came down to him,'* were smitten with h\mAqe9a.* 

Q« What became of them ? 

^, Elisha accosted them, and, promising to coDdoct 
them to the man whom they sought, led them to Samaria. 
" And Elisha said. Lord, open the eyes of these men 
that they may see : and the Lord opened their eyes, 
and they saw ; and, behold, tkep were in the midst of 
Samaria." But when Jehoram would have smitten them, 
he was overruled by the prophet,t who bade him set 
victuals before them, and send them back to their master. 

Q, By what calamity was this event followed ? 

j4. By a famine of seven years* continuance. Towards 



* Not a privation of sig1it,bat a holding of the ej^es, similar 
to that which prevented the two disciples from knowing the 
Lord Jesos. Lake xxiv. 16. 

t EliHha seems to have had great inflaeoee with Jebonim. — 
See 2 Rings iv. IS. 



its dose, Benhadad kud aiegQ to Samwui -, and: tW dewrtb 
of provisioiis^ becane ao g^eiat^ tb^^ » womMi. boU#d»9Dd 
ate her own son. 

Q, What circnmi tance arpse 0|Ht oltbis } : 
^. A womaxt, who bad. partaken of the.liorrid.ropa^ik 
on condition that her son should bo tb^ next vieti29> 
having hid her €hild|, complaint was wa,de to Jehosraw^ 
who imnaediately^ent a messeog^ lio. take off Ebsbftfl 
bead ^ hnt the prophet, having acfuai^ted the elders \irho 
were with him at the time^ of the king s.iat^tik^AieiHiaeli 
the door to beseciired natil JeheifUn himself came down.* 
" And EUsha said. Hear ye tb#;Vvord of the Lo«9,; Thtttt 
saith the Lori>> To^mof ro^ abovt ^ki^ tmts fhmll a measure 
of fine flour be sold for a shekel, and two measu^e^ of ba^e|r 
for a sbekeli in the gate of Samaria." Bat/'.a ]k)rd on 
whose hand the king leaoed, na^fvered. tbe mwnpi God 
and said, Beho)d, if the Lo»o> would muke windovta in 
heaven, mi^ this th»g be I And be sakly SeboM, Umui 
shalt see i£ with tUne oyos^ but sbalt W9t e«t .tbereo£' • 
Q. How was this predi^ioa vprified } . > ■ 
A. The Lord caused the .Syrians to bfuv the noise of 
a great host, which so aburm^d them that leaving Ibcir 
tents and every thing be^wd tbfHB, tb^ fled with the 
utmost precipitation.. . Fo^ Is^^liti^ l^ers wbom 
want and despair had determined to gpr to the Syrian 
camp, hnding it desar^, ate. and drsak heartily,, and 



* This explicaUon of 2 Kings vi. 30—33. is given by the 
Rev.T. BTACKUOiitCy who assigm the conelddtng expresMon 
mtbe chapter t9 JeUoram.^^e^ tii»t* pf UiU voUir* booki. 
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chariot." His body was afterwardK *tbvcywii into the 
field of Naboth, agreeably to the prediction of Elijah. 

Q. What became of Abaeiah ? 

^, He was smittcD in his chariot by Jeha*8 servants^ 
in the way to Gur, and died at Megiddo.^ 

' Q, What becanie of Je^i)el ? 

^. Having tired her head and painted her eyes^f she 
appeared at the window^ and as Jebn entered the city, 
accosted him with reproaches. Lifting np his £ace 
therefore to the window^ he cried. Who is on pvy side ? 
and some ennnchs locking oat, he commanded them to 
tiirow her doiwn. " 80 they threw her down :— -aiid be 
trod her nnder foot {* and her 'body was deronred by 
dogs, according to the word of Elijah. 

Q. What misfortune befell ttte* honse of Ahasiah at 
the same time ? 

ji. While Jehu was executing jndgnent on the lionee 
of Ahab, he met forty^two o^ the brethren of Ahaxaali 



* The unhappy consequences of forming bad eoBneKions 
were never more strikin^^ly dispUyed than in the evils entailed 
upon the family of good Jehosl)aphat,by the alUauce contractc^d 
wftfathot of Ahab. It'tnm«d Jehoram from the ways of his 
father* and he not Only ^ied uih)^ tl^e dispieasore of God, 
but almost all bis family was cat off. ^ Chron. xxip 6, 12^-17. 
xxii. 1—4. 7, 8, 10. 

1 3 Kiflgs ix. 30. Mot painted her face, but pvi her eyem ta 
paifl^tRsr-^tinged the eye laifees witk aiiask powder, a euatov 
iiffarred to Jerem. JV..30, .E^ek.xiiiii' 40.. and atill coomon 
in many parts of the east. According to Dr. E* D.'Cla.rkr9 
the powder used by the Syrian women is prepared from sol- 
[^« r#t of antinooy. 
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going to salute the royal fsttily^ and caused them all to 
be put to death. 

Q. Who was Jehn « partiealar friead ? 

j4. JoBadaib son of Rediab. 
' Q. In what scheme did he assist J^u ? 

y^. la his scheme to destroy Baal out of Israel. All 
the wor^ippers of this god being assembled on pretence 
of a great sacrifice, were slain by Jehu's army ; and the 
iaiages and temple of Baal destroyed. 

Q. What remarkable thing is recorded of Jonadab ? 

A. He commanded his posterity to drink no vine 
for ef^er, neither to build houses, nor to sow seed, nor to 
^knt vkieyagfds, but to dwell in te»ts all their days.* 

Q. Haw was Jehn xewarded for his aeal ? 

j4. The Lord assured him thfKt his children of the 
louith geikeration should sit on the throne >of Israel. 
Neverdieless Jehu waflked in the way of Jeroboam, tihe 
spn of Nehat } wherefM'e, in <the latter part of his rei^, 
" t^ Lord began to cut Israel short, -and Hajuiel smote 
them in all the coasts of Israel.'* 

Q. How long did J^hu reign ? 

j4. He r^gned iwenty->eight years, and left the king- 
dom to Jehoahaz his son. 

A. M. 3145. Q. Was the reign of this prinoe p^s- 

B. C. 859. perous? 

Joash 23. ^. No : he did evil^ in the sight of the 
hwai, and was therefore delivered into the hands of 
Hazael, king of Syria, who reduced the army of Israd 

* Jerem. xxxv. 
' y 
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to fifty horsemen, ten chariots, and ten thousand foot- 
men ; for he '' had made them like the dost by threshing.** 
Wherefore Jehoahaz besought the Lord, and the Lord 
gave them some deliverance from their enemies. 

A. M. 3161. Q, How long did he reign ? 

B. C. 843. A. He reigned seventeen years, and then 
Joash 39. left the kingdom to Jo^sh his son*. 

Q. What prince made war on Joash ? 

A. Amaziah, king of Judah, whom he defeated at 
Bethshemesh ? 

Q. What followed this victory ? 

A. Joash took Jerusalem and plundered the temple ; 
and after taking hostages, and breaking down four 
hundred cubits of the wall, returned to Samaria. 

Q. Was Joash always successful ? 

A. No : he was sore oppressed by the Syrians. 
Therefore he went to visit Elisha, then on his death bed ; 
and lamenting to him the fate of his unhappy country, 
the dying prophet promised him three victories over 

Syria, t 

Q. Were his predictions fulfilled ? 

A. Yes : Joash defeated Benhadad thrice, and re- 
covered the cities of Israel. 

Q. What occurred in the sepulchre of Elisha ? 

• Joash began to reign in his father's life time. — See Chron. 
Tab. No. 4. 

t The arrow of deliverance by which Elisha symbolised the 
rescue of Israel from the yoke of Syria, 2 Kings xrti. 17. seems 
to refer to an ancient custom of throwing an arrow or a spear 
into a coantry as a declaration of war. — See Hornb's Introd. 
Tol. iii. part 2. chap. 7. 
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A, A dead man being thrown into the sepnkhre no 
sooner touched the bones of Elisha than he revived and 
stood on his feet. 

A. M. 3175. Q. How loDg did Joash reign ? 

B. C. 829. A, He reigned sixteen years^ and was 
Amaziah 15. succeeded by Jeroboam II. 

Q. Did Jeroboam fear God ? 

A. No : "he did evil in the sight of the Lobd:" 
nevertheless the Lord saved Israel by his hand \ for he 
defeated the Syrians^ captured Damascus^ and ''restored 
the coast of Israel from' the enteriug of Hamath unto 
the sea of the plain^ according to the word of the Lord 
God of Israel, which he spake by the hand of his ser- 
vant Jonah,* the son of Amittai, the prophet, of 
Gath-hepher." 

A. M. 3214. Q. How long did Jeroboam reign ? 

B. C. 790. A, One and fort^^ years : his death was 
Uzziah 15. followed by an interregnum of two and 
twenty years. 

Q. What testimony does the Spirit bear to the religious 
condition of Judah and Israel generally, about this time ? 

A. ** Ephraim," saith the Lord, *' compasseth me 
about with lies, and the house of Israel vrith deceit ; but 
Judah yetf ruleth with God, and is faithful with the 
saints." 



* '* Jonah is reckoned the most ancient of the prophets, 
asnally so called, whose writings arc preserved in the canon 
of Scripture."— Bp. Nbwton's Dissertation. 

t Hosea xi. 12. 
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Q. What particular rnksion was Jonah comnaiided 
tb undertake about this time ? 

^. He .was commanded to go and propfaecf against 
Nineveh : but instead of obeying the Lord, he vent 
down to Joppa, and embarked for Tarshish to go from 
the presence of the Lord. 

Q. What happened on the voyage ? 

^, A violent storm arose $ and the mariners, after call- 
ing in vain upon their gods, and chiding Jonah for skepivg 
in the midst of danger, cast lots to ascertain for whose 
cause they were thus threatened with destroction ; and 
the lot fell on Jonah. Being questioned by the maruDers^ 
he confessed himself a Hebrew who bad fled from the 
presence of the Lord. They were, therefore, exceedingly 
afraid ; but consulting him as to the means of averting 
the impending calamity, he told them that if he were cast 
into the sea, a calm would ensue. 

Q. Was his counsel followed > 

^. Not at first : ''the men rowed hard to bring the 
vessel to land:" finding every e^ort unavailingi after 
praying the Lord not to lay innocent blood to their 
charge, they took Jon^ and cast him into the sea^ 
which immediately ceased from raging. " Then the men 
feared the L«bo exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice unto 
the Lord and made vows." 

Q. What became of Jonah ? 

^. " The Lord had prepared a great fish* to swallovr 



* Fiflhei sixty feet loag have been seen in the Medtfer* 
ranean, ** Exactly in the same part of the sea where (he 



\ 
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up JoBftk. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three 
days and three nights. Then Jonah prayed unto the 
LoBB : and the Lqbd spake unto the fish, and it Tomited 
out Jonah upon the dry land." 

Q. Of what was this event a type } 

A. Of the descent of Christ into the grare.* 

Q. What followed Jonah's deliveranoe ? 

A, He was commanded a second lime to go an^ 
prophecy the overthrow of Nineveh within forty days : 
which he did accordingly, f 

(^. What waff the consequence ' 

A. The king and the nobles proclumed a very striqt 
fiist y and they, and all the people, from the greatest to 
the least, pnt on sackcloth, and hnmfoled themselves 
before the Lord. And ''they turned from their evil 
way; and God repented of the evil that he had'Said 
th^t he wonld do nnto them, and he did it not.*' 

Q, What followed this > 

A. Jonah made himself a booth, and sat under it, 
eastward of the city, to watch its fall. Finding, how- 
ever, that the Lord had extended mercy towards it, he 
was sore displeased, and prayed for death. 

vessel with Jonah eocoontered the tempest, I have ^en 
witness to their existence, after the subsiding of a storm, ip 
which, perhaps, the agitation of the waters roused these 
enormous monsters < from their ooiy beds, in the caverns of 
the deep/'-*-S«e Wiuoh's TraveU in Egypt, &c. 

* Matt. xii. 89, 40. 

t Bishop Newton thinks that Jonah spoke this prediction 
daring the reign of some Assyrian prince, anterior to any 
whose names are given in Scripture. 

T 2 
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Q» How did the Lord condesceod to couvinoe Jonah 
of his folly ? 

^. Jonah being much annoyed by the heat, the Lord 
prepared a gourd which afforded him a refreshing shade. 
But the gourd being smitten the day following by a 
worm, withered ; and Jonah, overcome by the heat, 
" wished in himself to die , and God said, to Jonah, 
Dost thou well to be angry for the gourd ? And he sud 
I do well to be angry even unto death.'* 

Q. What reply did the Lord make to Jonah ? 

A, " Thou hast had pity on the gourd, for the which 
thou hast not laboured, neither madest it grow ; which 
came up in a night, and perished in a night : And 
should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are 
more than six score thousand persons that cannot dis- 
cern between their right hand and their left, and also 
much cattle T 

A. M. 3237. Q' When did the interregnum of Israel 

B. C. 7^7. cease? 

Uzziah 38. ^. In the thirty-eighth year of Uzziah^ 
king of Judah, when Zachariah, the fourth generation 
from Jehu, ascended the throne of his father Jeroboam. 
After a short reign of six months, this prince was slain 
by Shallum, who usurped the throne. 

A. M. 3238. Q. How long did Shallum reign ? 

B. C. 766. A. Only one month ; being slain by 
Uxxiah 39. Menahem, son of Gadi, who reigned in 
his stead. 

Q, What acts of Menahem are recorded ? 

^> His extreme barbarity to the cities which did 
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not open to him ^ and* the imposition of a tax of. fifty 
shekels of silver upon all the wealthy Israelites^ to raise 
a thousand talents of silver for Pnl^ king .€i Assyria, 

A. M. 324^. who had made war upon him. He reigned 

B. C. 755. ten years, and left the kingdom tp Pejta- 
Uzziah 50. hiahhis^eon. 

A. M. 3251. Q. How longdid Pekakiah reign > 

B. C. 753. A, Only two years : Pekah, ooeof his 
Uzziah 52. captains, slew Inm in his palace, with 
fifty of the Gileadites, and reigned in his stead. 

Q. .What war was undertaken by Pekah ? 
'A. He fonght with Re2in, king of Syria; again^ 
Judab, and in one battle slew one hundred thousand 
men, and carried into captivity a hundred tkeio^and 
people, with mnch spoil. 
Q, What became of. the captives ? ' 
A, By the advice of Oded, the prophet, some of .the- 
heads of the people insisted upon restoring them to 
liberty : therefore, after having fed and clothed them, 
they sent them back to Samkia. 

Q, What powerful meinarch attacked Israel in this 
reign > 

A. Ilglath-pileser, king of Assyria, ** who. took ][jon» 
aad Abel-beth-msiachah, and Jai^oah, and Eedesh, and 
Hazor, and Gil^d, and Galilee, all the land of Naphtali, 
and carried them captive to Assyria.** 
A M. 3270. C- What befel Pekah ? 
B. C. 734. After a reign of twenty years, he was 
Aha% 4. slain by Hosea son of Elahj who« after 
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A. M. 3278. an intorregnnm of eight yearsy asceaded 

B. C. 726. tke throne of IsraeL 

Masi 12. Q. Was his reign prospevoca } 

A. No: he waa fvbdned by ShahQaneser, king of 
Assyria, to whom be became trilnitary until the 
A. M. 3284. seveDthyearoffaisreigB. He then made 
B: €. 720. aa alKanoe with So^. king of Egypt, 
Mezekiah 5. and broi^ht no present to the king of 
Assyria.* Shalmaneser, therefore, Sfeixed. his person, 
pnt him in prison, and encamped before Samaria. 
A. M. 3285. Q, What was the issne of the war ? 
B^ C. 718. A. After a siege of three years, the city 
Heaekiah 7. feB into the hands of Shalmaneser, who 
'^ carried away israelf captive into Assyria, and pat 
them in Halah and in Habor, by the rirer of Gozan, and 
in the citied of the Mede^.'* Thus ended the kingdom 
of Israel, three bnndred and- seventy-nine years after 
its commencement under SauL^ 

^. Why did the Lord thos afflict the Israelites ? 

A. " Because they obeyed not the voice of the Lord 
their 6od, bat transgressed his covenant, and all that 
Moses the servant of the Lord commanded, and would 
not ieskr ihem, nor do them" 

Q» How were the Israelitish cities repeopled ? 



* See note ( * ) page 204. 

t Thif captivity mast be understood of. the mass of th« 
people,' becanse many Israelites were itill left in the land. 
S^ehroB. aaxW, 6, 9. | See Chron. Table, No. 4- 
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A, The king of Assyria peopled tkem witii men from 
Babyk)n> from Cuthab, from Ava, from Uamath, and 
from Sepharyaim. But because they feared not the 
Lord, he sent lions among them, which slew many of them. 

Q, What was the consequence > 

A. Believing that God was displeased because they 
had not rendered him due worship, they laid the matter 
before Shalmaneser, \r\ko thereupon sent one of the 
priests to *' teach them the manner of the God of the 
land. Howbeit, every nation made gods of their own : 
— so these nations feared the Lokd^ and served their 
graven images, both their chlldretti and their cfaildr^'s 
children."* 



■■ »,i fc> . 



CHAPTER VIIL 

The kingdom of Judak, 

A. M. 3028. Q, What was Reh6boam*8 first under- 

B. C. d76. taking, aftef the separation of the ten 
Jeroboam I. tribes ? 

A. He built several cities and strong-holcfs for the 
defence of s his kingdom. 

Q. Did he serve the Lord ? 

A, Yes ; for a short time : but when he thought his 
kingdom established, he forsook the law of the Lord. 

* These pe«ple were the aneestorg of tbeSaafaritant whom 
the Jews so much d«tested«~-S«e the sequel. ' 
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A. M. 3032. Q. What was the conseqaence of this > 

B. C. 972. Shishak,* king of Egypt^ invaded Jndah 
Jeroboam 5. with twelve hundred chariots^ six thon- 
sand horsemen^ and an immense army of Lubims, Suk- 
kiims^t and Ethiopians : and^ among other cities^ having 
captured Jemsalem^ he plundered the temple and palace 
of all the wealth left there by Solomon. 

Q. How Was Shishak restrained from farther violence ? 

A. Rehoboam and the princes hnmbling themselves 
because of the word of the Lord by Shemaiah the pro- 
phet^ the Lord restrainec^the hand of Shishak. 

Q. What war did Rehoboam carry on > 

j4. He and Jeroboam warred continually. 

Q. Of what persons was his family composed ? 

j4. Of eighteen wives, and sixty concnbines ', twenty- 
eight sons, and sixty daughters. 

A. M. 3045. Q. How long did he reign ? 

B. C. 959. J^. He reigned seventeen years ; and 
Jeroboam 18. left th^ kingdom to Abijah his son. 

Q. Did Abijah serve the Lord ? 

^. No : "he walked in all the sins of his father : — 
and his heart was not perfect with the Lord his God, 
as the heart of David his father.** 

Q. What war did. he carry on ? 

A. He warred against Jeroboam, whose troops he 
defeated with great slaughter 5 and captured several of 
his cities. 



* Many of the learned identify this prince with Se§o§trif. 
t Probably so called from dwelling in emei. 
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Q, Of what persons did Abijah's femily consist ? 

A, Of foarteen wives^ twenty-two sons« and sixteen 
daughters. 

Q. How long did he reign ? 

j4. He reigned three years ; and left the kingdom to 
Asa his son. 

A. M. 3047. Q. What was the first undertaking of 

B. C. 957. Asa ? 

Jeroboam 20, A. He commenced a general reformation ; 
and during the peace he enjoyed^ he fortified his kingdom. 
Q. By whom was this peace interrupted } 
A, By SiCrah^ the Ethiopian^* who with a million of 
men invaded Jodah : but Asa cried ttnto the Lord^ and 
be delivered them into the hands of Asa^ who defeated 
them^ and returned with immense spoil to Jerusalem. 

A. M. 3061. Q. What took place in the fifteenth year 

B. C. 943. of Asa's reign. 

Baasha 13. A. The Jews renewed their covenant 
with God 5 a general reformation from idolatry was 
effected ; and As^*s mother was deposed for aposta- 
tizing from the faith. . 

A. M. 3072. Q. What occurred in the six and twen- 

B. C. 932. tieth year ?t 

Baasha 24. A. Baasha invaded Judah> and began to 

* In The original, Zerdh the Cushite^ On account of theif 
proximity to Jndab, most probably the Arabian Cushkes are 
here intended. A great portion of this army may have con- 
sisted of mercenaries. 

t In 2 Chron. xvi. 1. this event is placed in the thirty-sixth 
year of Asa, which is the tenth of Omrl. Baasha's last year 
corresponds with the twenty-sixth of Asa. — See Chrou. Tab. 
No. 4. 
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build Rainab^ to preTent the migration ef his subjects, 
to that kingdom. Asa^ however^ with the treasuiies of 
the temple hired the assistance of Benhadad the Syrian, 
whose troops forthwith invaded Israel : and whilst 
Baasha was engaged in this war, Asa demolished Ramah, 
and with the materials, built Geba and Mi2peh. 

Q. What followed this ? 

j4. The Lord sent Hanani the seer to reprove Asa, 
because he had sought aid of the Syrians : but Asa was 
wroth with the prophet, and put him in prison. And 
'' he oppressed some of the people at the same time.** 

Q. What befel Asa ? 

^. He became diseased in his feet ; nevertheless " he 
sought not to the Lord, but to the physicians :** and he 
died, in the forty-first year of his reign. " And they 
buried him in his own sepulchres, — and made a very 
great burning for him.*' 

A. M. 3088. Q. Who succeeded him > 

B. C. 916. ^. His son JehoshaphaL This prince 
j4ha6 5. '^ sought to the God of his father, and 
walked in his commandments," And " the fear of the 
Lord f&U upon all the kingdoms round about Judah^ so 
that they made no war with Jehoshaphat :" and the 
Philistines and Arabs brought him tribute. 

Q. What was the amount of his army ? 

^.. One million one hundred and sixty thousand men^ 
with which he garrisoned the castles and store cities 
that he built in Judah. 

Q. Did he attend to the religious condition of his 
people ? 
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A. Yes : he caused the prinees, the priests, and the 
Levites, to travel through the hmdi for the purpose of 
teaching the people from the book of the law. 

Q, With what family did Jehoshaphat oontrajct an 
allianoe I 

A. With the family of Ahab : Jehoram his son mar^ 
ried Athaliah, daughter of Ahab and Jezebel. In con* 
sequence of this alliance Jehoshaphat joined Ahab in 
his war with Syria 3 on which account the Lord rebuked 
him by the prophet Jehu. 

Q. To what did Jehoshaphat apply himself after his 
return from the Syrian war ? 

A. He travelled through the land, and brought back 
the people from their idolatry; established judges in 
every city, and charged them to administer justice in the 
fear of God ; and made his sons governors in the land. 

Q. Was the peace of Judah uninterruptcid ? 

A. No : the Ammonites, Moabites, and Edomijbes, 
invaded Judah with a numerous army. Jehoshaphat 
therefore called a solemn assembly, and entreated the 
Lord, who by the mouth of Jahaziel promised them 
salvation firom their enemies. On the morrow, there- 
fore, the children of Judah went forth against the 
enemy, preceded by the Levites, who were appointed 
to praise the Lord before the army. And as they began 
to sing, their foes turned their swords upon each 
other ; and of that great multitude none escaped. The 
cluldren of Judah spent three days in collecting the 
spoil \ and on the fourth day they assembled in the 
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falley of fierachali ; and after praising the Loid for his 
goodness^ they returned to Jemsalem vnikk great joy. 

A. M. 3104. Q, In what commercial specuhition did 

B. C. 900. Jehoshaphat engage } 

Akaztah 1. A. He joined Ahaziab, the idolatrous 
king of Israel^ in building a fleet to go to Opbir ; on 
which account the Lord was displeased with him, and 
frustrated his design, by the destruction of the ships at 
Eaon-geber. 

A. M. 31 12. Q. How long did he reign > 

B. C. 892. A. He reigned twenty-h^e years, and 
Joram 8. left the kingdom to Jehoram bis son. 

Q. Did Jehoram fear the Lord ? 

j4. No : '* he did evil in the sight of the Lofd ;'* 
adopted the abominable superstitions of the heathen 
wonliip i* and slew all his brethren, and sereral of tiie 
princes of Israel, with the sword. 

Q. What was the consequence of his impiety ? 

A. The Edomites revolted from him $ and the Lord* 
stirred up against him the Philistines, Arabians, and 
Ethiopians. 

Q. Was he warned of the displeasure of God for his 
sans ? 

A. Yes : he received a letter from Elijahf the prophet, 
tiireatening him with the divine displeasure. These 

* 9 Chron. x». 11. 

t It is evident from 2 Kings i. 17. and 2 Cbroa. i^ii. 12. that 
Elijah was linng in the second year of Jehoram's reign, which, 
Veekoned from the death of Jehoshaphat, corresponds tothefifrh 
year from his accession. Inattention to the chronology of this 
period has caused many strange specolattons about this letter. 
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I 

fl»eateiiii]g8 were sooft soeomptiibed ; for the bands of 
the Philisliiies, ArabiaBS, and Etiioopians^ brake into 
Jndah, phmdered the palace, and carried away all \ak 
wives and ddklren,* except Ahaziab his youigest 80ii« 

A. M. 3116. After this ihcl Lord smote him with an 

B. C. 868. incurable disease, so that at the end of 
Jaram 12. two years his bowels fell out,t and he 
died, nnregretted by his peo|^e*} He was succeeded by 
Aliaziah.§ 

Q. Did Ahaziah fear God ? 

ji. No : he " walked in the ways of the house of Ahab : 
for his mother was hia connseller to do wickedly/* When 

A. M. 31 16. he had re^;ned about a year over Judah, 

B. C. 888. hjs went to Jezreel to visit Joram king 
Joram 12. of Israel, and was there slain by Jdm. 

A. M. 3117. Q. Who suco^ded him ? 

B. C. 887. ^. Athafiah his mother $eeing that her 
Jshu 1. son was dead, destroyed aU the seed reyal 
of Judah, except Joash, Ahaziah'e youngest son, and 
seized the crown. 

Q, How did Joash escape > 

A. Jeboshabeatb, sister of Ahasiah, and wife of J^ 
hoiada the priest, concealed him and his nurse in- the 
temple, where he remained six years. 

• The children were slain by the Arabs. 2 Chron. xxii. 1. 

t This seems to be eminently the disease of persecutors. 

t ** Departed without being desired." 2 Chrou. xxi. 20. 

^ Jehoram at thirty-two yeare of age began t6 reign, and 
hafing reigned eight years, died at forty; coniequtntly 
Ahaziah his youngest son was not forty-two, 2 Chron. xxii. 2 
but twenty-two years old, 2 Kings viii. 26. 
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A. M. 3122. Q. What took place the foUewing year > 

B. C. 882. j4. Jehoiada haying concerted measnres 
Jehu 6. with several of the nobles^ brongfat Joash 
into the temple^ and baring given him the testimony^ 
anointed him king over Jndah. Athaliah hearing the 
music and acclamations by which the ceremony was 
attended^ hurried into the temple^ and seeing the king, 
she cried^ Treason \ Treason ! but was immediately 
seized by the guards^ who conducted her forth, and pot 
her to death. 

Q, What was the first act of the new government ? 

u4. Jehoiada caused the king and the people to cove- 
nant to be the Lord^s. This was followed by a general 
reformation ; the temple of Baal wa». demolished, his 
images and altars destroyed, and the priests of Baal 
slain before the altar. 

Q. Did Joash fear the Lord ? 

^, *' He did right in the sight of the Lord all the 
days of Jehoiada the priest*' And he repaired the 
temple, which had been much injured by the sons of 
Athaliah ; and replaced the gold and silver vessels which 
Athaliah had taken away for the service of the idolatrous 

temples. 

Q. What honours were paid to Jehoiada at his death ? 

j4. ** They buried him in the city of David among 
the kings, because he had done good in Israel, both to- 
wards God, and towards his house.'' 

Q, What followed this event ? 

A, The princes of Judah solicited Joash to re-establish 
idolatry 5 and notwithstanding the remonstrances of the 



SORIPTVBB HittTOBT. 257 

prophets^ h# not only complied i^ith their request, but 
caused Zechariah, the son of Jehoiada his beneiiBctor, to 
be put to death in the courts of the temple^ because he 
testified against their apostacy : and when Zechariah 
died " he said. The Loan look upon it, and require it.** 

Q. Did the Lord requite Joash* ? 

j4. Yes : he delivered the host of Judah into the 
hands of a very small band of Syrians, who destroyed 
all the princes, and returned with great spoil to Syria, 
After their departure he was confined to his bed by sore- 
disease ; and while in this state, his own servants con- 
spired against him, and slew him, after he had reigned 
forty years* 

A. M. 3162. Q. Who succeeded him ? 

B. C. 842. Ji4. Amaziah his son, whose first car^ on 
Jooik 4. being established in the kingdom, was to 
slay the men that had killed hb father. 

Q. In what war was Amaziah engaged ? 

^. In a war with the Edomites. On this occasion 
he hired one hundred thousand Israeli tish troops j but 
alter they had joined his army, he dismissed them by 
God's command, and sent them home. '' And Amaziab 
strengthened himself, and led forth his people, and went 
to the valley of salt, and smote of the children of Seir, 
ten thousand. And ten thousand alive did the children of 
Jodah carry away captive, and brought them unto the 
top of the rock, and cast them down from the top of the 
rock, that they were broken all in pieces.*'* 

* This revolting instance of inhumanity may be classed with 
those mentioned in note ( } ) pages 180, 181. 

2 2 
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Q. Of what wickedness was Amaziah gnilty at the 
conclusion of this war ? 

A. He forsook the Lord^ and worshipped the gods 
of Edom, which he had capturisd \ and threatened to 
smite the prophet whom the Lord sent to reprove him. 

Q. What was the consequence ? 

A, The Israelites whom he had dismissed from hU 
army^ having in their way home plundered several of 
the cities of Judah, Amaziah made war upon Joash 
their king, but was defeated by him at Bethshemesh. 
After this victory Joash advanced to Jerusalem, plun- 
dered it, and broke down part of the wall ; and after 
taking hostages from Amaziah, returned to Samaria* 

A. M. 3188. Q. How long did Amaziah survive this 

B. C. 816. defeat? 

Jerob, 11, 15. A, Upwards of fifteen years ; when a 
conspiracy being formed, '' against him in Jerusalem, 
he fled to Lachish ; but they sent to Lachish after bim, 
and slew him there." 

A. M. 3200. Q. Who succeeded him ? 

B. C. 804. A. After an interregnum of eleven years, 
Jeroh, II . 27. all the people of the land made Uzziah 
(or Astariah) his son, king over Judah. 

Q, Did Uzziah fear the Lord I 

A, Yes : '' he sought God in the days of Zeehariah, 
who had understanding in the visions of God :** and 
therefore God prospered him, and helped hiqi against 
the Philistines, the Arabians, the Mehnnims, and the 
Ammonites. 

Q. How did he keep the Philistines in sobjection ; 
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A, He brake down the walls of Grath^ of Jabneh, and 
of Ashdod^ and bnilt cities in their land. 

Q. How did he strengthen his own country Y 

A, He built towers near the gates of Jerusalem ; 
caused great quantities of armour and warlike weapons 
to be prepared \ constructed engines to throw arrows 
and great stones \ and organized an army of three 
hundred and seven thousand five hundred men, over 
whom he appointed two thousand six hundred warlike 
chiefs. 

Q. Of what did his wealth consist ? 

A, ''He had much cattle both in the low country 
and in the plains;" for the convenience and security of 
which '' he built towers in the desert and digged many 
wells :** and he had ** husbandmen and vine-dressers in 
the mountains and in Carmel : for he loved husbandry.*' 

Q. What was the consequence of his prosperity > 

A. " His heart was lifted up to his destruction $ 
for he transgressed against the Lord his God^ and went 
into the temple of the Lord to bum incense/*'^ not- 
withstanding the opposition of the high priest and 
his brethren : wherefore the Lord smote him with a 
leprosy, and the priests thrust him out of the temple. 
And he continued '' a leper unto the day of his death, 
and dwelt in a separate house : — and Jotham his son 
was over the king's house, judging the people of the land.** 



* Saul was rejected from being king for an offence not very 
dUsimilar.to this.— See page 155. 
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A. M. 325 1 . Q. How kmg did Uzziah reign > 

B. C. 753. j4. Fifty-two years. 

Pekah 1. Q, What memorable circumstance oc- 
curred in the year that king Uzziah died ? 
jt4, Isaiah had a vision of the glory of Christ.*" 
Q, What prophets besides Isaiah lived in this reign ? 
^, Amos and Hosea. 

A. M. 3252. Q. Who succeeded Uzaah ? 

B. C. 752. j4. Jotham his son. This priqpe '' be- 
Pekah 2. came mighty, because he prepared his 
ways before the Lord his God." 

Q. What people did he subdue ? 

A. He subdued the Ammonites 3 and ioft three yean 
caused them to pay annually one hundred talents of 
silver, ten thousand measures of wheat, and ten thousand 
measures of barley. 

Q. How did he improve the state of Judah ? 

A, " He built cities in the mountains, — and in the 
forests he built castles and towers.** 

A. M. 3267. Q, How long did he reign ? 

B. C. 737. A. He reigned sixteen years : and left 
Pekah 17. the kingdom to Ahaz his son. 

Q. Did Ahaz fear the Lord ? 

A, No : he worshipped molten images, burnt inoense 
in the valley of the son of Hinnom, burnt his chiktrea 
in the fire, and sacrificed and burnt incense in the high 
places, and under every green tree. 

* Isa. vi. John xii. S9~*41. 
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Q. What was the conaequeooe } 

A, The Lord stirred up his enemies on every side. 
The Syrians^ Israelites^ and Edomites, severally defeated 
him, and carried away mnltitades of captives $ the Phi- 
listines invaded the land, and dw^t in the cities they 
took ; and the kingdom fell a prey to civil discord. 

Q, To whom had he recourse when in distress ? 

A, He sent the treasures of the temple, and of his 
palace, to Tiglath-pileser, king of Assyria > who imme- 
diately fdl apon the Syrians, slew Itezin their king, and 
carried the people of Damascus into captivity. 

Q. Did the afflictions of Judah humble Ahaz ? 

A, No : '^ he trespassed yet more against the Lord ; 
•—sacrificed to the gods of Damascus j — made altars in 
every corner of Jerusalem ;-7-and in every several city 
of Judah he made high places to bum ineenfie unto other 
gods." 

Q, How did he show his contempt for' the temple 
service ? 

A» He collected the sacred vessels and cut them in 
pieces, and shut up the doors of the house. 

A. M. 3280. Q. Did Ahaz continue to reign sole 

B. C. 724. monarch over Judah ? 

Ho$ea 3. A* No : in the fourteenth year of his 
reign, he associated his son Hezekiah with himself in the 
government -y* and they appear to have reigned jointly 



* This practice was commenced by David, and was common 
to the kings of Judah and Israel, as may be seen by referring 
to Chroo. Tab. No. 4. 
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until the death of Ahaz, which happened tiro years 

A. M. 3282. afterwards. 

B. C. 722. Q. Where was Ahaz bnried > 

Hosea 5. A. In Jemsalem > bot not in the se- 
pulchres of the kings. 

Q. What remarkable vision had Isaiah at this time ? 

A, He had a vision of the subversion of the Baby- 
lonian empire.* 

Q. Did Hezekiah fear the Lord ? 

A. Yes : *' he did right in the sight of die Lobd^ 
according to allthat David his fether had deae." When 
he became possessed of the whole government^ he im- 
mediately repaired and cleansed the temple ; and, with 
the rulers of Jerusalem, offered sin offisrings for the 
whole kingdom. On this occasion *' the Levites stood 
with the instruments of David, and the priests with the 
trumpets. — ^And when the burnt offering began, the 
song of the Lord began also 3— and all the congregation 
worshipped, and the singers 8ang,t and the trumpeters 
sounded : and all Ms continued imtil the burnt offering 
was finished.** 

Q, What was the next object of Hezekiah*s solicitade > 

A. He was anxious to effect a general Teformatton, 
mid on this account he deferred the pali80ver:t until the 
second month. In the interim, be commanded the priests 
tp sanctify themaetvce ^ and ; f^eaX messengers from Dan 

* Isa. xiii. 1-^xiv. 28. 

t They praised ** tb« Lord with the words of David, and 
of A&aph the seer." 2 Chrou. xxix. SO. 
X See page 72 — 74. 
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to Beersbeba^ to in?ite those Israelites whom the king 
of Assyria had left in the land,* to the feast. 

^. How was Uds passover observed } 

A, Instead of seven, they observed it fourteen days, 
offering peace ofiferings^ and qiaking confession to the 
God of their 'fethers. And there was greal; joy in 
Jerusalem : for since the time of Solomon, there had not 
been the like.f And the priests and Levites arose and 
blessed the people : and their voice was heard, and their 
prayer ascended unto heaven. 

Q. What followed the dismission of the people > 

A. On their return to their homes they immediately 
commienced the destruction of the image?, the groves, 
the high places, and the altars in Judah and Israel : and 

* Between the lera of tbe Sirb version of the kingdom of the 
ten tribes b.c. 718, and that of the Return of the Jews from 
Babylon, B. c. 536, profane histor}' records : — B. C. 

The addition of Jannary and Febraary to the'calender by 

Noma Poropilios .»••... 709 

Tbe asHoraption of the title of king of Media by Bejoces 700 

The combat between the Horatii and Cnriatii 667 

The building of Byzantium, the present Constantinople, 

by a colony of Grecians « 65& 

The arcboDsbip of Draco, which began OM 

The attempt of Pharaoh Necho to form a junction be- ^ 

tween the Nile and the Red Sea ^ • • 610 

The circumnavigation of Africa by the Phcenicians • . u 604 
The archonship of Solon. Thales and Anaximaader 

flonrished about this time 694 

The capture of Tyre by Nebuchadnezzar, .who in the 

foUowing year conquered Ggypt ....•..««.• 672 

t On this occasion they #laiigbter«id tfio thousand bullocks, 
and scYenteen thovuiand sheep*. 2 <^)irQU» xxx, 21—27. 



264 8CEIPT0RK HI0TOET. 

Hezekiah destroyed the brazen serpent which Moses 
had made in the wilderness^* to which the Israelites 
had, in the days of their idolatrous princes, bnrnt incense. 

Q, How did Hezekiah support the temple worship ? 

^. He gave liberally of his own substance, and 
commanded the people to bring their tithes, that the 
priests and Levites might be encouraged in the wor^ of 
the Lord. 

Q, What was the consequence of this devotion to God ? 

j4. He " prospered in all his works," and not only 
threw off all dependence on Assyria, but attacked and 
smote the Philistines. 

A. M. 3293. Q. By what was his prosperity inter- 

B. C. 711. rupted? 

j4. In the fourteenth year of his reign, Sennacherib, 
king of Assyria, invaded Judah, and took all the fenc^ 
cities. In order to purchase a peace, Hezekiah took the 
gold and silver from the temple and palace, and sent it 
to the Assyrian monarch at Lachish. This submission, 
however, did not satisfy Sennacherib, who sent Tartan, 
Rabsaris, and Rabshakeh,t with a great army against 
Jerusalem : but Hezekiah, hearing of their approach, 
stopped all " the fountains which were without the city,*' 
and prepared for a vigorous defence. 

Q, How did the Assyrians proceed on their arrival 
Jerusalem ? 

* See page 100. 

1 2 Kings xviii. 17. These are names of office : Tartan signifie^i 
keeper of the trilmie; Rab-saris, prinee nf the eunueki, or keeper 
of the harem ; and Rabshakeb, the chief eup'bearer. 



umjited bis servants iv;ho;a> he had senttapiirley wit|i 
them J. and b|la^))4iiiod the Ood of IsiraeL Sefmachep)> 
also a^nt a yetf blaaphemoDS lettei: toUezekiah :. '' aii4 
for thia pause the king, ^nd Uie grophet laaiah^ P^V^4 
and cried to b€|purf$n«*' 

Q. Were their prayers heard } 

^. Yes :: '.'Hciuq9 toipafs tbatJ^vhjt, .tb^t.t^ angel 
of the Lord went oat, and smote in the camji of' t^ 
A9^^n9(nfk,,m bpi^^^. ^QH^Sjqore and fi;irejthQ!i|Band :" 
wih^refdriB Senf^aph^ib^^f^:^ a^ p^;^irn|ed,toiNi^enrjek. 

Q. What befel this impious monarp)i ?:..:-./ 
,,ji.,}^ waif ass^ina^ bji tpirp,9f. bis q^vj^ m^b, 
while worshipping in the house of Nisroch bia g^di . 

ft; Ha4 H9t H^ifeki^ anfk^r ^i;ftn[ta;i;|qal^ 
about tbia;tiine ? ' - ^ , . ,; 

4<4 Y^/i ^ :]*^ 8^^ vi^tp ^4^th, . ipd: bad r^qeiy^ ii 
comipandipaiit. by Isaiah. the prophet, to/' set hia hansQ 
in order,"* preparatpry. thereto : .at. this Uc^^iab 
wept ,Bor9 } an4< tnpa\^gi .hia: ia^ce. to: th^ wallf played Un 
the I^ord sayiog $ f ' I b^eiai^^ch thee, O Lpjio, iiemmb^ 
WW bQW I l^aye wal)cc4 ))^foxp.thefit ip truthi and mfi^ 
a.p^ifoct be^ ,aad ha?e.,done. thait whicfi is,.good:.iii 
thy sight." .,, 

Q. HlfAS, hia p^arfier h^Ai:d ? . / ^ 

A* Yes : " before Isaiah was gone out into the 9|i4dl^ 

* See note ( t ) page 188. 

t^^Wheu ftta diBtftiice from the temple, the more dieveiit 
J^ws tunrndii thems^lvAi- trnmi^sj it wheni .theyi prasnedk We 
^Tf^aainitafce of tfyh W I>W- vL^o/'.-rpqanifs introfK.' 

AA 
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conrt^ilie word'of the Lord' came to Innt^ ^^cying, Tnni 
atgain^iiiid'tetl Hezeldah, tite captain 'of my peoj^. 
Thus saith' the Lord^ the God ofDarid thy father, I 
have'heili^ thy priyer^ I hare scien thy tiears : bishold I 
tdn h^ thee : on the third day thou shalt go up unto 
the house of the Lord. And I will add onto thy days 
fifteen years." 

Q. What sign was given him that tibe Lord wonid 
heal him ? 

j4. The Lord at the prayer of Isaiah^ '^^inrongfat the 
shadow ten diegrees backward by vhich H had gone 
down in the dial of Ahaz." 

Q: What foBow^ these sign^ int^r^itions of 
Proviilcncfe? 

^. ^^Mkii^ brought gifts to the Lord to Jerasalem, 
and presents to Hezekiah king of Jadah ; - so that he 
was magnifbd in t^e sight of all nations.** And Mero* 
dach Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters and a present 
to him by his ambassadors, who were commanded to 
inqntre concerning the wonder done in the land. Heze* 
kiah, iiriHiiig on this occasion to cKsplay lus magnificence, 
sliowed' them all his precious things, the silrer, the 
gold, the 'Spices, the perfntnes, and his armoury and 
treasury. 

Q. What message did Isaiah bring him In conseqn^ce 
of this > 

A, Isaiah said unto hiro, " Hear tBe word of the Lord, 
Behold, the days C09>e, that all that is in thine house, 
and that which thy fathers have laid op in store nato 
this day, shall be learned into Babylon : nothing sball 
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be left^ satth the Lord. And oC jthy sons that shall iftsne 
from thee,, which thou shalt beget> shall they take away f 
and they shall be eannchs, in the palace of .theikibg oC 
Babylon. Then said Uezekiah unto Isaiah^ Good is'thtl 
word of the Lord which thou hast spoken,— Zr «i[;iiot 
good, if peace and truth be in my days }"■. ^ •. • 

^. What was Hezekiah's. condition doring jthe re- 
mainder of his life } 

A, He became rich in gpl4> silver^ spices^ and pi^Qov 
stones 3 and had gireat ab^^dance of eorn^ and wine, 
a^d Ml, and very.aach cattle \ and he prospered in iill; 
his works. . 

A. M. ^08. Q« How long did Hezekiah annriire his 

B. C. i'^^. . recovery ? . 
ji. Fifteen years. 

Q. What prophets beside Isaiah lived in hi$ re^ \, 

A. Hosea and Micah, who with their coteinporary 
Isaiah, prophecied in this, and some piieoedilrg Yelgna.^ 

Q. How was Hezekiah honiowred At his deaih ? 

A, He was buried- in the principal sepulchre of' the 
Idngs, "jmd all Jndah and all Jerusalem did him honour 
at his death." 

Q. What tribe carried on separate warfare in, the 
reign of this prince ? • / ' 

A. The Simeonites. Finding that the land in the 
valley of Oedor was well adapted for- pasturage,* they 
fell upon the children of Ham who dwelt there, '''and 
destroyed them utterly,— and dwelt in their stead." A 
detachment of five hundred .men went also to Bioont 
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SetTy '^ and smote the rest of the Amelleldtes tint woe 
escaped/' and took pottesdoii <rftlieir tenitory.* i 

A. M. ' 3809. Q. Who succeeded Hezeldali > 

B. C. 695. ' i(^. Maansseli his son, who was only 

twtlvt years of age. 

Q. Did he fear the Lord ? 

I 

i^. No : ''he did eril in the sight of the Lord, md 
biult again the high pkces, and reaped ap altars for 
Baalifii, mad made groves, and trorshipped all the host 
of heavta." And he set ap a carved iauige in the temple ; 
built idolatroas. altars in its coorts $ and'^caased his 
children to pass through the fire in the valley ef l9ie bob 
fitf HhiDOiifk ; t he also observed times,t md used enchant- 
ments, and witchcraft, and dealt 1<nth a familiar sfMrit, 
and wiUi wizards." Moreover he *' shed innocent blood 
very much, till he had filled Jemsaiem from one end to 
atiollfeei'.** 

Q. Had Manasseh any warning oif God's displeasore 
on acconht of his #ickedaess } 

A, Yes : ** the Lord spake to Manasseh and to his 
people, bat they would not hearken, — ^and Manasseh 
sedaced them to do more evil than did the nations whom 
tiie Loan bad destroyed before the children of IsraeL" 

Q. What was the consequence of his wickedness ? 

• 1 Chron. iv. f 9-^3. f See note ( t ) page 917. 

X To ob$€rve times it topposed to be the casting of aati- 
▼ities^ and the endeavour to pry into fatority by observiDg 
the aspects and configurations of the planets, &c. ; a practice 
d^noaaced in the Mosaic law. Beat, xviii. 9—14. 



4* the t4Qi^4qliv«r^!^fa,MiV> ^ \«bA^ of .^ejuog 

^' of Assyria^ >vlu> carijed h^m to Bi^bylqa. Qosw long l>e 

' ' remained there cannot be a^CQrl^^ed j but at Jengtji \if^ 

^ himbled himselC ,a^d (pried to ,tbe ,Lord^ who heard his 

prayer find brpi^hthifn ^gain (tpjqrusalcim. After jhis 

restora^op ,be jf^imifested.the.pinQQritif of )^8 .ropent^anoe 

by entirely jenpupqiog idolatry^ and by cppjip^dijig 

- ^ Jodah to jserve the l^rd .Qpd of Ij^r^el. 

g. JJp^ did hp provide .fqr fbe ^(^cjirily of hie 

(: kingdom? • ' . 

A, He strengthened the fortification^, 9fjepi§a]|^ 
^ and put garrisons in all the .fenced cities. 
^ A. M. .3363. ^. ,llqw Jong, did be reign ? 

B. C. 641. A. ,He reigned fiffcjhfive yearjS : an|i w^ 
SQcceeded by Amqn his son. 

Q. Did Amon fear theLordf^ 

^. No : be be^p^e ^ y/^ry^ross i>dqla!t(pr. 
A M. 3364- .$. What beifel hk^ ? 
B. C. 640. fA. lA.the J9«fopd y^ of^l^is f^^^ '^)^ 
servants coAfpir^d .against him and 4pw blip*" The 
people of the land, however, put th^m tp death ^fpr t^ir 
treas^,,andjnade Joi^iah^ ./UpjQii\*^_,s9p, Ih^^reig^^ yi^ars 
oM,Jkii^ in, bis jailers ^tea/d. , 

,)(^. For, what is Josiahr^nTt^rlft^le. 1 

^. Fyrhis early pi^ Jtift the ^^thty;ejWr of l^s reig^ 
^ bc|g^Jfco.8^,filter>jt))e Qod pf P^vid j^fatber ^ ^nd 
in the twelfth year, he made a tour through the land to 
effect the abolitio^n of idolatry. 

Q. What pr<^pbito- iniQiptered. dsiiqg this reign \ 

AA 2 
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I 

A, Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, and 2iephaniah.* 

A. M. 3382. Q. What occnrred in the eighteenth 

B. C. 622. year of his reign > 

A. While the workmen were repairing the temple, 
Hilkiah the priest found the book of the law^ and sent 
it to the king. Josiah immediately ordered Shaphan 
the scribe to read it \ bat was so alarmed at the judg- 
ments denounced against idolatry/ of which the house of 
Judah had been very guilty, that he sent several men of 
rank to inquire of the Lordj by Huldah the prophetess^ 
concerning them. 

Q. What answer was returned ? 

A, They were sent back to tell Josiah that the Lord 
would bring upon Jerusalem, for the idolatry of its 
inhabitants, all the curses of the book 5 but that he 
should be gathered to his grave in peace, and should not 
see the evil, because he had humbled himself before God. 
Josiah therefore assembled the elders and people of the 
land, small and great, in the temple \ and having read 
to them the book of the law, engaged them to serve the 
Lord with all their hearts. 

Q. What was the consequence of this covenant > 

A, Josiah demolished the idolatrous temples, brake 
the images in pieces, burnt the bhariots of the sun, and 
took away the horses \ overturned all the altars, cut 
down the groves, defiled the high places and Tophet, 

* Obadiah and Habbakak are supposed by commentators 
to haye been cotemporary with thes^ prophets. 
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purged the temple of the vessels madte for Baalim aad 
the groves ; and slew the idolatrous priests. 

Q. What prediction was fnlfilled at this time } 

A. The prediction of the man of God whp cried 
against the akar at Bethel^ in the days of Jeroboam I. $ 
for Josi^ oflkred upon that altar the priests of the high 
places, and burnt upon it the bones of men brought from 
the neighbouring sepulchres $* after which he broke 
down both the altar and high place. 

Q. Wliat respect did he show to. the ibemery of the ' 
man of God ? . ' 

A, Having ascertained his sepulchre by thd inscription 
upon it, he forbade the disturbance 6f his bones, and 
of those of the old prophet. 

Q. How was the passover observed this year ? 

A. It was observed with unusual solemnityy for there 
had been no passover like it kept in Israel since the 
days of Samuel the prophet. It appears to have been 
followed by a peace of thirteen, years* continuance.t 

* By the law of Moses a dead body conveyed a legaA pol- 
lution to every thing that touched it, — even to the very house 
and famitnre^ Numb. xix. 14 — 16. and this was the reason why 
the prie«ts, because of their daily ministratioos, were for- 
bidden to assist at any funerals, bat those of neai: relatives. 
Nay, the very bone^, though they had lain ever so long in the 
grave, if digged op, conveyed a pollution to any who touched 
them ; and on this account Josiah caused the bunes of the 
faUe priests to be burnt upon the altar at Bethel, 2 Kings 
zxiiL 15, 16. to the intent that being thus pblluted, it might be 
held in the gi eater det«9tation.*r See Hormb's Introduction, 
vol. iii. p. 4. chap. 8. 
t 2 Kings xxiii. 21--29. 2 Cbron. xxxiv. 8-->xxxv. 19. 
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A. 31. 3395. Q. What l>efel JmMi i 

B. C. 609. >dL ia the thirty-firat year of ius dteign 
he attacked Pharaoh Neche, kkig of £gypt, 'v^o had 
ipone op io %ht agahtat the Idog of Aaayna by the 
Eophntea. PhaiaohiBTamieflMnifltntedwitiihiai: the 
two armieB foa(|^ at llc^giddo, tmd Joaiah was slaiiL* 
^AtidallJiidahiiioomedfor-faiBi j andJereaMahlaaieiited 
him^ and all the singing women and the aingiog men 
spoke of him in their lameataitieoa^— «aDd nude theai an 
ordinance in Isnel/'t 

A. M. 3395. Q. Who sncceeded him ? 
3.0. 509. J^. The people of tfae land inade 
ffehoahaa king : hot after thrse months, 'Pharaoh raised 
Eliakim^ another of Josiah's aons, to the throoe, and 
changed his name to- Jeiwiakim ', and carried Jehoahaz 
captive tO'^[ypt^ wfaerehe dicd4 

Q. Did Jehoiakim^Bar God? 

.j4. No : '' he did evU in the Mghtof tbefLord;'§ «Bd 
the Lord sent agsunst him tiie Syrians, the Moabites, 
the Ammonites, and Nebnchadnezzar king of Babykm. 

A. M. 3398. This prince having captured Jerusalem, 

B. C. 606. plundered the temple. And carried away 
Nebueh, 1 . captafe "certain of the cfaihlreii of Isrsel, 



* It liad becny n i y be c ied thathe sboold esBie to llie gfave ia 
peace ; mkoA esn cady beexplafiaed of fais reoMMral frsai thif Kfe 
Mare llie teoargewa* seat apoa the laad of Jitdab ; becaite 
Ood^ln-iaefejrto Uai, 4eilgae4 tiut kis eyes should not lee 
iktt evils which were about to be laflieted «o his sot^eti. 

t See Appendix F. % Jertm. tol^,. 10— lt« 

S Jereai. xsiu \%^\7. >nvi: ao«-4a. 



and of the Misffti 8eed> «hchof tbrjiriftMi/' «b ttiniBter 
to the king df Bab^. % ' t^ : >> 
^. How are these oaptvtoK^eseiiliied ? 
^. Theymve ootody m>^Mbtt^ 'tadl flMlfiil Ifi'iitf 
mdoiB^ and nmning in IdwMMge^aMd' nttdl^vstaiMfitlg 
scicocfe." ' • . • . '^ • --J .;• . •" ^ 

Q. Wibo among theie cqttiiFea i»m partkhikrly 
distingnished ? ^ 

^« Daniel> Hauitiah^ ]yfiMnal» iowl Aaariaii^ llieir 
Buoes were chat^eci^ by tke prince ef the' ««affHehs;^- to 
BelteflluBzaz, fihadiach^ Meshadiy aad AibedMgi^ ; * they 
^ vere fed ftom tiie i'oyal tdble^ «Dd^ weite pnmded wtthf 
I a course of instlraelioti Ut ■ tbree 7i3at8> ' In the learning 
aodfamgodgeDf tiieChlJddAaisit (DaAi^'and laa three 
filends, however^ fearing defilementf from th^ ldiig*9 
meat, obtained pbnnission to- nae piddi&t'kMttead. ' - 
Q. Was Nebnd^^dboEEar BtttisfiMl ^ith Ihinr inro^^ 
: ficieney ? • -• -: ' 

^ Yes : ^ai th^>toddf tiwdayiH^ekiil^ ^mtnubed 

vith tbmr^aad in jdl natters* of wMbm aAd lindei^ 

!>:. Btahdiagr— found t^<n^ 'tea times 'b^tt^f thaU' M thtf 

.^ OMgieiabs aad astroldgeri thatib^hf in all^his rMdai/* 

,^ A. M; MW.^ Q. Whbt faa|ipeivei' i» the leoend year; 

B. G. 604. of Nebudiadnetaar^si reijpi ? 

^ TheM hini^s hai« tt^reoek tb tti6 Babjrlonish gbdi. ' 
^<> t This defilement may have been three-fold : because the 
^,,( Babylonians ate animals proscribed as unclean by the Jewish 
.^, Uw ; anlmalr strangled ^ Hot prop«-ly blooded; aiM linimals 
'^^ previoosly othred to thdirgatfs.-L^^$€« B>. i%« CLkRkS^s Com.' 

t Such vegetable diet Ka^baKey, pieafly 4to» 
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A. He had « yerir;8iii|fidar dream; but being onable 
to recollect it, he required tiie wiae men to thovr to bim 
both the dream . and ito agnHicatioii : and becaiue they 
declared the Aing to be beyond the reach of human 
wisdom^ he' oomtnaaded. Arioeh)* ciqptain of the gnards, 
to slay them all. But Daniel, hearing of the decree, 
vent to the Idng, and promiaing to make known the 
dream, obtained a respite* 

Q. How vas Daniel enabled to fulfil hia pronuae ? 

A. He and his irienda *^ desired mercies of the God 
of heaven oonoecning tUa secret 3" which, in answer to 
their pDiyera, ** was- revealed nnto Daniel in a night 
Yisi<«« Then Daniel Uesaad the God of heaven." 

Q, How did Daniel relate the dream to Nebndiad* 
nezzar 2 

A, Daniel, after 'imjNreasing on the king's mind that 
it was the living God:who had made known to him what 
should come to pass in the latter days, thus proceeded, 
'* Tbon, O Ipng, sawest, .and behiM n great innge. — 
And the lorm thereof was terrible. TUs image's head 
was of fine gold, his breast and his nrma of aifarer, his 
belly and his thighs of braes, his, legs iA iron. Ids feet 
part of iron and part of clay* Thon saweel t31 that a 
•tone was cot ont without hands, which smote the image 
upon his feet that trere of iron and clay, and brake them 
to pieces. Then was the iron, the day, the brass, the 



* This man't iHoatton as Mif •f tki tinpertf wia preiMf 
the fsme am Potipbar*! mider Pharaob, and Benaiah't aader 
Solomon.— See pages 64, IS), 2Qe, aou 



silver^ ftndthe gi>kl> broken to pieces togetW, hnd became 
like the chaff of the- sumiifier Ihreslnbg^obfs : 'tM the 
wind carried' them away, that no place was founds for 
them : and the atoncfthat smote the image! became a great 
moimtaiii^ and filled the whole esurtfa/^' •■ ^ 
Q. How did Daniel interpret this vision > 
A. He r^eseated tlie head ^of goild as a syifabol of 
the glory of the A^yriatt eniplie; and the other parts 
of the image,-^h'e silver, ^l)rads; and the Iron* miked 
with the day, as figures of three great m6nar(^ie§ wliidi 
shoidd arite in 8Qceei8rt6n\«fter the'Assyriati, and bear 
role over all the earth : but which should be«ncbessivef^ 

iHoken ini pieces^ and be folkywed by a Idngdbm that 

'••'I 'I I.' 

should stand for ever.*' "' • • 

Q. How was'Nebnchadnea^r'kflbcted by this^ 'dis- 
dosnre? '• ' 

A. He said to Oaviel '' Of a trath yoar God is a t^od 
of gods, and a Lord of kiugs^ and ^ revealer of s^cret^, 
seeing thou cdnldest r^eal this secret/^ And ''he fell 
iip<m his face, and 'W^nshipped Dauiel/and commanded 
that they should offer an dblati6n and sweet bdotirs nhfo 
him." Also « h6 gaie Wnr ttfaby" grt«t gifts, and ihfede 

* 

* The three monarchies besides the Assyriap^ ;i|rer<e ^e 
Persian, Grecian, and Roman. The two former, and the As- 
syrian also, seem to be noticed became of their political 
reli(tio« to Jiidah )'• and 'the tatter, not onf^ becaVi^e of^ its 
relatlon't^ JaMl, btt€lihio'o^>ae«Mnt of thie iriilWeki<5^'df lUite 
Romish government in the Christian Churtsh; For th^'illW. 
cration of these pfo(|$faecieir< «oatfalt^B|^;NEWTON^s Dissert, 
the Bi^« of'CLOGBnm's^Us^t. and M. RoLllii'^ kric/His^:' 



im rn^r, ov^ tbfi,.vt\^jff^wif^4^ 9fi B^yhn, ««d chief 

Q. \|nia|^.^rvice .did, Daniel reii4ec his« qompa^ipns ? 

^. /'He i)Mi¥ie8t;ed.,a^ ibe Usgi apd bes^ Sbadjracb, 
Meshacb, and Abednego^oi^Cir the f^S^rs of the j^oirinc^ 
of Babybn.!' , • . 

. , Q., ,0iyi^9% iwi»sie<y ,wm Jeb<j| i^ i [i g pi l j y .at thip time ? 
. ^ A rj0U QQQtf^ining. ^ Qi^8^^.,&qni. ti|e Lor4 to the 
bonfic; q£. Jndab beipg.r^,ff» h^ M cat it ,tq pwc«» 
/U^ ca9lt k into, the fire.* , . ' . ». 

g.yKhst, difi tbe.l<o]|^4^y a»<;^i;piflg:tbQ- deMh <tf 

. «j/. Uesfdd^/' Jbqr,«b|i^inptl|^nentiarbim> say^ 
Ab Lord ! or Ah his glory ! He 1111111 ))e.b^iKied witi& the 
bjYiJa) 9f aihaf8,..d;ra¥Fi^jaind ea^ttff^ beyond, tbe s^tes 
of Jern8alem."t 

; g. Wiih .what /fuqily ,did. tbft IfOff4. contrast the 
i;^l)ionfi.boii8e of Jndab ? . 

^. With the j^ily pf the J^eob4bit(89«t Jeremiah 
^Bemg tried their fideiifgr. by is^yiting- them to drwh 

J 

;f|^, w^jpoivmA^^d ta;d6lii9er,.tbi9 message tp.them^ 
'^Tb^B aaitli the JLQ^of.bo^jB^aiiBe ye haire obeyed 
the commandment of Jonadab yonr father, — ^Jonadab 
the son of Rechab shall not want a man to stand before 
mefbreT^;* '' ''' 



I • 



fi^^npii^/^tifor/tbft.bwrmg'afilMi r^iki-r^miKmnmAn^'^ 

, t.Sjtf bU.chariMrteit, Jereia.jiiji« JA^t^Tm a9A4f<Jiiiy la^ igw 
aniii:p(iat;i<lMlr t Ji«r«0i*.smiirr .jBMipife SAJU 
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A. M. 3406. q. What befel Mioiakim > 

B, C. 598. ^. In the ekfenth year of bis rdga, 
Nebuek. 8. NebodiadBeszar again intaded Jndah, 
and baying captured Jemsakm, plundered the temple 
of part of its wealth, carried Jdioiakim in fetters to 
Babylon^ and placed Jdioiachin* his son on the throne. 

Q. What befel Jehoiachin ? 

^. After rdgning three months and ten days^f he was 
deposed and carried to Babylon with all his boose, ^and 
all the princes, and all the mighty men, and dl the 
craftsmen and smiths : none femained save the pooier 
sort of the people of the land." 

Q, Wbat message did the Lord send to the captives 
by Jeremiah ? 

^, He commanded them to build houses, to plant 
gardens^ and to promote marriages amohg themselves, 
as tbey had many years to remain in the land -,% md 
also to seek the welfare of Babylon, from which he 
promised them deliverance alter the acoompfishment of 
seventy years.§ 

Q, What became of Jehoiadiin in Babylon ? 

^. He was pnt into prison, where he remained seven 
and thirty years. 

* Called also Coniali and Jeconiah. 

t In comparing 2 Rings xxIt. 8. and 2 Chron. xxxtI. 9. 
some error appears to have crept into the text, as there is a 
variation often years in the age of Jehoiachin. 

X Jerem. xxix. 4—7. 

$ Ezekiel, who appears to have gone to Babylon at this time 
dates the captivity from the deposition and imprisonment of 
Jeholadiin, L 2. xl. 1. Jerem. xxix. 10 — ^14. 

BB 
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Q. Who succeeded him > 

^. Mattaniah -, whom Nebnchadnezzfu* caused to swear 
by the Lord to be faithful^ and whose name he changed 
to Zedekiah.* 

Q. Did Zedekiah fear the Lord ? 

j4. No : being deluded by false prophets, he " hardened 
his heart from turning unto, the Lorb.'* 

Q, Did these prophets go unpunished } 

A. No : Ahab and Zedekiah were slain by Nebiudiad- 
nezzar 3 the family of Shemaiah was doomed to extir- 
pation ;t and Hananiah^ who prophesied in the fourth 
year of Zedekiah, was smitten for his iniquity, and died 
in the same year. 

Q. What violation of the Mosmc law was tolerated 
in this reign ? 

A> The princes and people retained both male and 
female Hebrews in servitude, beyond the term of six 
years, the period prescribed by the Mosaic law*} 

Q. What prediction concerning Babylon did Jeremiah 
send to his captive countrymen at this time ? 

A. He wrote the Lord*s judgmentef against Babylon 
in a book \ and having given it to Seraiafa, one of the 

* Jehoiachin had an uncle and a brother of this name, 

1 Chron. iii. 15 — 16. Which of these sncceeded him it in 
uot easy to determine. — Compare 2 Kings xxiv. 17. with 

2 Chron. xxxvi. 10. 

t Jerem. xxix. 20—32. 

X When Nebuchadnezzar encamped before the city, they 
were induced to let their servants go free : but when he rauied 
the siege to go to fight against the Egyptians^ they compelled 
them to return to servitade. — See Jerem. xxxiv. 
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^ 

Jewish princes^ then- about to proceed on an embassy to 
Babylon^* charged him to read it to the captives there, 
and aftrerirards to sink it with a stone in the Euphrates, 
repeating these words, '^ Thus shall Babylon sink, and 
shall not rise' from the evil that f will bring upon her." 

Q. Did Zedekiah remain faithful to Nebuchadnezzar ? 

j4. No : he entered into an alliance with Hophra, 
king of Egypt, and rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar. 

A. M. 3415. Therefore Nebuchadnezzar came with all 

B. C. 589. his army and laid siege to Jerusalem, 
Zedek. 9, in the tenth day of the tenth month, in 
the ninth year of Zedekiah*8 reign. 

Q, What occurred in Babylon the self same day ? 

^. The word of the Lord made known this event to 
Ezekiel,t who communicated it to his brethren. And 
though in the evening of the same day the wife of the 
prophet died, yet he was forbidden to mourn ; that he 
might be a sign to the rebellious house of Jndah. 

Q, What service did the Egyptians render to 
Zedekiah ? 

^. They advanced toward Jerusalem with an army, 
and caused Nebuchadnezzar to raise the siege. Un- 
willing however to hazard a battle witli him, they 
returned to Egypt, and Nebuchadnezzar again laid siege 
to the city. The suj^liesof provisi<Hi being thus, cut 
off; the inhabitants suffered all the horrors of famine. 



* ThiH is the explication usually given of Jerem. li. 59, as 
there is no account elsewhere of Zedekiah having gone to 
Babylon. t Keek. xxiv. 
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and women ate their own cfaildhren, according to the 
prediction of Moses.* ' 

Q. What befel Jeremiah during the raspenakm of 
the siege ? 

^. He endearonred to escape from the city, but 
the captain of the guard seized him^ and cfaargtog 
him with falling away to the Chaldeans, scourged him 
and sent him tl> prison.t Dwing his confinement be 
had several interviews with iSedekiah, bnt could not 
induce him to obey the commandment of the Lord. 

A. M. 3417. Q, How did the war terminate ? 

B. C. 587. ^. The city fell into the hands of the 
Nebuch. 19. Chaldeans, t who made a dreadlnl car- 
nage without regard to age or sex. Zedekiah, who had 
fled, was taken in the plains of Jericho, and carried 
with other prisoners before Nebuchadnezzar in Riblah. 
Enraged because of tbeir perfidy, this jHrince slew the 
nobles of Judah, put to death the sons of Zedekiah befot« 

* Deat. zxYiii. 53—57. Lament, ii. 20. iv. 10. The like 
ci reams tance occurred at the siege of Samaria by the Syrians, 
and daring the siege of Jeroxalem by the Romans. 

t Ebedmelecb, one of the ennoeht, received a very gpmcioa* 
promise from God, becmnse of bis kindneM to Jeremlab^ 
xxxviii. 6 — 13. xxxix. 15 — 18. 

X The history of the Babylonish captivity closes the books 
of Kings and Chronicle*, which appear to be but extracts ot 
more detailed records. Thxw the acts of David, first and last, 
were written by Samuel, Nathan, and Gad : those of Solomon, 
by Nathan, Ahijah, and Iddo : Rehoboam's, by Shemaiah : 
Abijah'Si by Iddo : Jehoshaphat's, by Jefau son ol Hanani : 
Uzztah's and Hezekiah's, by Isaiah: and pan of Jeboiakini*a 
and Zedekiab's^ liy Jeremiah. 
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their father's face^ and after pntting out the eyes of the 
unfortunate king^ sent him in chains to Babylon. And 
on the tenth day of the following months Nebnzaradan^ 
captain of the goard^ haying plundered the temple, 
set the city on fire in several places, and brake down 
tiie walls. "* 

Q. To whom did Nebnchadoezzar commit the goiifern- 
ment of Judah ? 

^. To Gedaliah, grand-son of Shaphan. This ap- 
pointment was very gratifying to the Jews, great nnmbers 
of whom returned '* out of all places whither they had 
been driven/* to Mizpeh, and placed themselves under 
the protection of the governor. 

Q, What became of Gedaliah ? 

j4, Ishmael, one of the seed royal, caused him and a 
great number of his friends, to be treacherously mur- 
dered in Mizpeh : after which he carried away all tiie 
Jews whom the Assyrians had left under the care of 
Gedaliah. On his way, however, to the land of the 
Ammonites, Johanan the son of Kareah, intercepted his 

( 

* Nebazaradan arrived at Jerusalem on the seventh, and 
set the dty on fire on the tenth day of the month, 2 Riogi 
XXV. 8. Jer. Hi. 12. The second temple is said to have been 
burnt by the Romans on the anniversary of the same day. 

The iniquitous and idolatrous practices of the Jews are 
recorded by all the prophets, but more especially by Jeremiah 
and Eseklel ; and the awful judgments by which the Lord 
Tinted their transgressions, are pathetically described in the 
book of Lamentations, This overthrow is still remembered 
by tha Jews in «i annual fast. 

BB 2 
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troop^ and recovered the captives ^ bnt lahmael with 
ei^t men made his escape. 

Q, What became of Jeremiah ? 

^. Being set at perfect liberty by Nebnzaradan, he 
placed himself under the protection of Gedafiah; but 
after the death of that governor he fell successively into 
the hands of lahmael and Johanan. 

Q. What line of conduct did Johanan pursue ? 

^. He enquired of the Lord by Jeremial^ and was 
assured that the divine favour would be extended to 
himself, to the captains of Uie forces^ and to all the 
people, if they remained in Judea : but that sword^ 
famine, and pestilence should pursue them, if they 
sought refuge in Egypt. Nevertheless Johanan, pre- 
tending that Jeremiah spake falsely, ** obeyed not the 
voice of the Lord,** bat went to Tahpanhes in Egypt, 
and took Baruch, Jeremiah, and all the people that had 
been left under the protection of Gedaliah, with him. 

Q. What message was sent to them there by the Lord ? 

^. Jeremiah was ordered to hide great stones in the 
clay of the brick kiln, near the entry of Pharaoh's house 
in Tahpanhes,* in the sight of the Jews ; and to declare 
that on these stones Nebuchadneazar should spread hb 
royal pavilion, and that he should desolate Egypt, break 
the images of their gods, and bum their temples, f 

* ^Tahpanhes is Daphne, not far from PelufhuB, the first 
eity in Egypt, in the road from Judea, and, as it were, its key." 
—See Rev. T. Stackhousb's Hist, of Bible, vol. iv. book 1. 

t As Egypt was overran by the Assyrian moaaieb, agreeably 
to the word of the Lord by the prophets, we cannot doubt the 
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Q. Did these warnings prodage any good efiect I 

j4. No : the Jews began to worship the gods of Egypt^ 
and especially ''the queen of heaven/*^ to whom they 
burnt incense^ poured out drink-offerings^ and made 
cakes \ attributing to the neglect ol this worship all 
their calamities : wherefore the Lord decreed their 
utter destruction.f 

Q. To what trial were Shadrach^ Meshach^ and 
Abednego subjected in Babylon ? 

A» To a trial of their faith in the God of their 
fathers. For Nebuchadnezzar haying set up an itnage 
of gold in the plsdns of Duila^ near Babylon^ assembled 
by proclamation^ all the princes of his realm^ to its 
dedication ; and required them^ on hearing the sound of 
the music^ to fall down and worship it^ on pain of being 
cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. ShadrsM^h^ 
Meshach^ and Abednego, who as governors of the pro- 
vince of Babylon were there present^ refusing to comply, 
were accused to the king, before whom they boldly 
asserted their confidence in God, their firm assurance of 
his salvation, and their inflexible resolution not to 
worship the golden image. 

Q. What was the consequence ? 

A. The king, was filled with fury 5 and having caused 
the furnace to be m^de seven times hotter than usual, 

fulfilment of all these prophecies. Jeremiah is said by tra- 
dition to have been stoned there by his idolatrous and incor- 
rigible countrymen. 

* This idolatry had been eommon in Judah. Jerem. vii.^18. 

t Jerem« ziiii. xUv, 
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ordered his mighty men to cast them, bomid in their 
clothes, into the midst of the fire. This was imme- 
diately done ; but to the astonishment of Nebuchadnezzar, 
though the scorching flame had slain the execntioners, 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were seen walking 
with an angel in the midst of the burning fiery furnace. 

Q. How did this afiect the king ? 

^. Struck with so miraculous ah interposition, he 
approached the furnace, and commanded them, in the 
presence of all the nobles, to come forth ; and still more 
astonished that not a hair of their heads was singed, 
nor their coats changed, and that even the smell of fire 
had not passed upon them, he broke out in ascriptioiis 
of pruse to the Most High, who had thus rescued his 
faithful servants -, and made a decree that every snbject 
of his vast empire should reverence the God of Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego. 

Q. Did he show any personal favour to these faithfiil 
men ? 

^. Yes : he promoted them in the province of Babylon. 

Q. What befel Nebuchadnezzar after this ? 

^. As the marvellous displays of divine judgment 
which he had seen, made no lasting impression on his 
mind, he was adjudged to a very singular punishment. 
Of this he was forewarned by a remarkable dream, which 
Daniel explained, recommending the king at the same 
time to avert, by a thorough reformation, the impend* 
ing judgment. But he rejected this counsel 5 and at 

A. M. 3433. the expiration of twelve months, " be 

B. C. 571. was driven from men, and did eat grass 
Nebuch. 35. as oxen, and his body was wet with the 
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dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown like eagles' 
feathers, and his nails like birds* claws." 

Q, How long did he live in this condition } 

A. Seven years > after which his reason iBtulned, 
and he was restored to his kingdom* 

Q, How did he signalize his restoration ? 

A, He made known to all his subjects Uie wonderful 
dispensation he .had exp^mkced, and blessed the Most 
High, ''and praised and honoured him that liveth foi* 
ever, wh#se dominion is an everlastii^ dominion, and 
whose kingdom is from generation to genemtioiA^** 

A. M. 3442. Q. How long did he survive this evdnt ? 

B. C. 562. A, A very short time \ at his d^th he 
left the kingdom to his son Bvil-Merodach.* 

Q. What happened in his reign ? 

A. In the. first year of his reign, '' he lifted np the 
head of Jehoiachin king of Jadah, and bronght him 
forth out of prison, — and set his throne above the throne 
of the kings that were with him id Babykm.*' 

A. M. 3443. q. How long did EviMlferodach reign > 

B. C. 561. A* His crimes made his gevemment so> 
intolerable, that Neriglissar, his brother-in-law, ale w hiio 
in the second year of his reign, and usurped the thronc.f 

* This prince is the IWaroUtnns oC proArne histdry, as is 
f*vident from the time of his siiccessioiiy whicb exactly agrees 
with the period of Jehoiachin's release. 

t Dean Pridsaux infers from Jer. zzii. 80. lit. M« that 
Jehoiachin fell with £vil-Merodacb : ccwsideriag that the 
prophecies '< coald not be so well Terified of him if he died in 
fall possession of alt that prosperity whkh EviUlf erodacb 
advanced him unto." 
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A. M. 3447. Q. How long did Neriglissar reign ? 

B. C. 557. ^. He* reigned four years^ and was slain 
in a war against the Medes and Persians nnder Gyms. 

A. M. 3448. Q. Who succeeded him ? 

B. C. 556. ^. His son Laborosoarchpd : his in- 
supportable tyranny caused a conspiracy of his subjects^ 
who slew him, after a 'short reign of nine months. 

A. M. 3449. Q. Who succeeded him ? 

B. C. 555. ji, Nabonadius or Labynetus, the Bel- 
shazzar of holy writ, son of Evil-Merodach by his queen 
Nitocris i* he was a great tyrant.t 

Q. What remarkable vision had Daniel in the first 
year of Belshazzar's reign '> 

A. He had a vision of the four great monarchies, 
under the appearance of four beasts coming out of the sea.^ 

A. M. 3451. ^. What remarkable vision had he in 

B. C. 553. the third year of Belshazzar ? 
Belshaz.. 3. A, The great power and extent of the 
Persian empire and its subversion by Alexander the 
Great, and the division of the Macedonian empire by 
four of Alexander B captains, were represented to Daniel 
under the vision of the ram and he-goat. § 

Q. With whom did Belshazzar carry on war ? 

* See this clearly deraonstrateVl by Dean Pridbacx in bis 
CoBnectioii, Aouo b. c. 655. 

t Isa. xiv. 17. 20. X !>»>. vii. 

^ Dan. Tiii. The ram was the armorial sign of the Persian 
empire : and the Macedonians, '* abont two haudred years 
before Daniel, were denominated Egeadas, or the goat's people, 
as their first seat was called Egese or Egse, or goat's town, 
a goat being their ensign." — Horne's Introd^ vol. iv. p. S04. 
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A. With Cyrus king of Persia, who after a struggle 
of some years, 4uring which several battles were fooght, 
shut him up in Bab^yloOj and laid siege to the city. 

Q. Did the siege alarm the Babylonians ? 

A. No : trusting to the vast strength of their fortifi- 
cations, they defied the assaults of their enemies, and 
indulged themselves as usual in their idolatrous revelries. 

A. M. 3465. Q. What occurred in the second year 

B. C. 539. of the siege. 

Behhaz. 17. A» Belshazzar made a great feast to a 
thousand of his lords, and *' the king, and his princes, his 
wives and his concubines,*' drank wine out of the sacred 
vessels belonging to the Jewish temple, *' and praised the 
gods of gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and 
of stone." But " in the same hour came forth the finger 
of a man's hand, and wrot^ over against the candlestick* 
upon the plaister of the wall of the king's palace 3" at 
the sight of which " the king s countenance was changed, 
and bis thoughts troubled him, — and his knees smote 
one against another^ — and his lords were astonished." 

Q. What did the writing import ? 

. A. Neither the king nor his nobles could read it i 

wherefore the magi were instantly sent for, but to 

the king's great dismay, they were utterly unable 

to dec^'pher the characters.^ Meanwhile Nitocnsf the 

* Tlie writing being in the old Hebrew, now called the 
Samaritan, of which the Babylonians were ignorant, w usually 
assigned as the reason why the magi could not decypher it. 

t Nitocris, Belsbazzar's mother, superintended the admi- 
nistration of alTairs, whilst her son was the victim of sensuality. 
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queen mother coming \n, " by reason of the words 
of the kSDg and his lords/* endeavoured to compose 
the king's inind ; bat advised him to send for Daniel, 
who was renowned for his wisdom. Daniel waJs there- 
fore immediately sent for, and brought in before the 
king. 

Q, How did Belshazzar accost him ? 

A. Having stated to him the circumstance which had 
caused so much alarm, he offered him the third rank in 
his empire, if he could read and interpret the hand- 
writing on the wall. 

Q. How did Daniel reply ? 

A. By recapitulating the dispensations of God towards 
Nebuchadnezzar, the king's grandfather, and reproving 
Belshazzar for his pride, impiety, and idolatry ; after 
which he read the writing on the wall, and thus inter- 
preted it : 

Meve, (numbered,) ** God hath numbered thy king- 
dom and finished it.*' 
Tekel, (weighed.) " Thou art weighed in the 

balances, and art found wanting." 

With design to provide for the worst contingencies in the war 
carried on by Cyrus against the empire, she applied herself 
witb4;reat assidnity to complete the •tapcadoni works began 
by Nebuchadnezzar the Great ; and so fortified the city, both 
towards the land and river, as to make it impregnable, had it 
been dniy guarded by the soldiery. The great teservoir formed 
by Nebochadnezzar to receive the waters of the Euphrates, 
when they rose so high as to threaten an inundation, she is 
said to have finished, together with the canal leading to it.— 
Consult Prideavx's Connect, anno b. c. 5i5 to 538. 



it 
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PsBES, Cc&videdJ *' Thy kingdom is diyidbd and 

given to the Medes and Persians.*' 

Then commanded Belshazzar^ and* they clothed Daniel 
with scarlet^ and pat a chain of gold about his neck^ 
and made a proclamation concerning him^ that he should 
be tbe third ruler in the kingdom/* 

Q. Were these predictions verified } 

A, Yes : " in that night was Belshazzar the king of 
the Chaldeans slain. ^ And Darius the Median took 
the kingdom." 



* Babylon, situated on a vast and exceedingly fertile plain, 
and inter.sected from north to south by a branch of the 
Euphrates, was fifteen miles square, and defended by walls , 
eighty-seven' feet thick and three hundred and fifty feet high. 
On each side of the city were twenty-five braseu gates, opening 
into as many streets, each rnuning parallel to the length of 
the wall^. Each of these stceets, fifty in uuraber, was one 
hnndred and fifty feet wide ; and, by their intersections, formed 
six hundred and seventy-six squares, each of which was four 
furlongs and a half square. In the centre of each square was a 
large plot of ground for gardens, courts, &c. and the houses, 
beautifully adorned towards the street, stood around. Over 
the Euphrates was a bridge of a furlong in length, adorned on 
the east side by the old palace, whose site occupied four of 
the above-named squares ; and on the west side, (the site of 
the new city built by Nebachadnezzar^) by the new p<tlaee, 
which stood upon nine squares, and was famous for the hanging 
gardens. The temple of Belus, whieh was near the old 
palace, stood upon one square. 

Nebuchadnezzar, with design to people this large^cityy 
carried thither great numbers of captives out of Jndea and 
other countries. It was nevertheless but thinly inhabited ; 

cc 
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Q. How did JQarius aettk the goTemment of Ae 
empire ? 

for the overthrow of the empire, noon after the days of Neba- 
chadnezsar, pat an end to its growing population. Accorfing 
to Q. Cnrtias, only ninety fnrlongs of it appear to have been 
built at the time when it fell into the hands of Alexander. — 
See Pridbaux*! Connect, part. i. book 2. 

The Babylonians, Tictnalled tor twenty years, ridicnled all 
the attempts of Cyras, who spent nearly two year^ before the 
city. Finding it impossible to storm it, he resolved to reduce 
it by famine, for which purpose be caused a deep ditch to be 
formed around the city ; and at this one twelfth part of the 
army did duty every month. Ai this threatened to be a very 
protracted siege, if carried on in this manner, he gladly 
availed himself of a very hazardous stratagem to bring It to a 
close. It was possible that the gates of the city leading to the 
river might, during the general dissipation, be left open, or 
indifferently guarded ; and if so, his enterprise, daring as it 
was, might be successful. He therefore made suitable ar- 
rangements ; — and on a certain day one party of the troops 
opened the canal to convey the water of the Euphrates to the 
great lake or reservoir ; while at the. close of the eveniug of 
the same day, another party opened the communication be- 
tween the river and the trenches above the city ; — so that the 
water being drawn off, the river became fordable about mid- 
night. The Persian troops stationed both above and below 
the city, then entered the channel, conducted by two rebel 
Babylonian chiefs ; and as providence had ordained, Isa. 
xlv. 1. finding the gates open and unguarded; ascended into 
the city. After a dreadful carnage both divisions of the 
invaders met at the palace, which they stormed ; and having 
slain the king, who bravely defended himself, and all his 
nobles, they became masters of the city. The accomplish, 
ment of a long chain of prophecies by this event, is pointed 
out in a very satisfactory manner by M. Rolliiv, Anc. Hist 
vol. it — ^See Appendix Q. 
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A. He appointed over it one hundred and, twenty 
princes^ whom he made amenable to three presidents^ of 
whom Daniel was chief. 

Q. What was the caonseqnence of Daniel's exaltation \ 

A, It excited the envy of the nobles^ who finding his 
conduct as a statesman nnimpeachable^ sought to find 
occasion '' against him concemiug the law of his God." 
For this purpose they procured a royal decree forbidding 
any man to ask a petition of any god or man for thirty 
days^ save of the king only^ on pain of bebg cast into 
the den of lions. 

Q. Did this decree deter Daniel from prayer ? . 

A. No : *' though Daniel knew that the writing was 
signed^ he went into his house ; and his windows being 
open in his chamber towards Jerusalem^ he kneeled— 
three times a day> and prayed, and gave thanks before 
his God, as he did aforetime.'* His enemies therefore 
accused him to Darius,* who *^ sore displeased witli 
himself — laboured till the going down of the sunf to 
deliver Daniel," but in vain 5 for the princes insisted on 
the observance of the decree. Daniel was consequently 
cast into the den, which was covered with a large stone 
and sealed with the signets of the king and of the nobles. 

Q. How did this circumstance a£fect Darius ? 

A, He was so mtM^h grieved, that ** he passed the 

* This Darius is generally allowed to be the Cyaxmres of 
Median history. 

t In the east tlie execution of a sentence is immediate. 
The Scriptures famish ample proof of this. ^ 



292 SCBIPTURE HI8T0KT. 

night fasting : neither were instmments of music brought 
before him : and liis sleep went from him.** Next morn- 
ing he went early to the den^ and cried with a kmentabk 
voice^ '' O Daniel^ servant of the living God^ is thy God, 
whom thon servest continually^ able to deHver thee from 
the lions ? Then said Daniel to the king, *' O king, live 
for ever. My God hath sent his angel and hath shut 
the lions* mouths, that they have not hurt me : foras- 
much as before him innoceocy was found in me ; and 
also before thee, O king, have I done no hurt.** 

Q, What followed ? 

^, Darius immediately ordered the liberation of 
Daniel from the den ; to which he consigned bis acca- 
sers, together with their wives and diildren : '' and the 
lions had the mastery of them> and brake all their bones 
in pieces, before they came to the bottom of the den." 
The signal deliverance of the prophet was soon after 
made known, by a royal decree, to all the subjects of 
the empire, who were required to " tremble and fear 
before the God of Daniel.** 

A. M. 3466. Q. What vision had Daniel in the ferst 

B. C. 538. year of this reign ? 

j€. Whilst Daniel by humiliation, fasting, and prayer, 
sought the Lord, the angel Gabriel appeared to him, and 
not only assured him of the restoration of Judah, but 
defined to him the time when Messiah the prince should 
appear '' to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring 
in everlasting righteousness.** 

Q, How long did Darius reign in Babylon ? 
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A. M. 34(8. ^ Uei z^igned two yeiurs. M.bis do»tib| 

B. C. 536.. the goT^rmneot of the whfiii^ empire 
devolyed on Cyrus king of Persia.* 



CHAPTER IX. 
Q. How did Cyms distinguish the period ot his 

« » 

aocession to the whole of the empire ? 
Jl» By giying permission to the Jews to return 

* I ^ 

* ThU 18 usually coosidered as the commencement of the 
second great monarchy. 

t Between the sera of the Return of the Jews, and the close 
of the Old Teslament hbtory, die principet events in iha 
innab of the Gentile nations are : . B. C. 

The expulsion of Tarquin and abolition of the royal 

poweratRome •••• ••••••••.••••••..•••.••• 609 

The battle of Marathon ••••.•• 490 

The battie of ThermopylsB •••• «•••• 480 

The battle of Piataea 470 

The laws of the twelve tables established at Rome .... 451 
The commencement of the Peloponnesian war '4sr 

Profane history during this period abounds in celebrated 
charactera; among whom we find Junius Brutus, Heraclitusy 
Corlolanns, Aristides, HiHiades, lieonidas, Tbemistocles, 
Anaxagoras, Sophocles, JEschylus, Cmciunatns, Aristarchns, 
Cymon, Socrates, Thncydides, Herodotus, Zateucus, Cha- 
rondas, Empedocles, Euripides, Pericles, Aristophanes^ 
Meton, nppocrates, AldUades^ &c. 

CO 2 
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home^* and by ordering the re-erection of tbe temple, 
and tlie reetoration of all the tacfed Tessela.f About 
fifty thonsandl of the Jews therefore, ayailiiig themadres 
of the decree of Cyrus, returned to Jernsalem nnder the 
conduct of Zembbabel grandson of Jeconiah, and 
Jeshna the high priest.§ 

Q. What was their first care after their arrival at 
Jernsalem ? 

ji. The erection of tbe altar, and tbe renewal of the 
morning and erening sacrifice. But in the seventh 
month they celebrated the feast of trumpets, observed 
the day of atonement, and kept the feast of tabernacles. 

Q. When was the foundation of the temple hud ? 

j4. In the second month of the second year of their 
return. This event was attended with great rejoicings ; 
but nyiny of the priests, and Levites, and chief of the 
lathers,— ancient men, that had seen the glory of the 



* It if loppoied that this edict was procured by the iatcrest 
•f Daniel, who was eminently, distingaisbed by both the 
Btbylonian and Persian princes. The decree contaiaa evi- 
dence that Cyras had seen tbe prophecies coacemiBg binself. 
Compare 2 Chron. xxxvi. 22. Esra i. l-*4. with Isa. xHr. 
27, 28. t See Ezra i. 7—11. 

t Ezra ii« 64, 65, Tbe aetaal namber of those thatretomed, 
compared with the vast anltitades, which froin the records in 
tbe book of Esther, and Acts ii. S, 9. seem to bate been left 
behindy warrants the hope . of a more glorious rcstoratioo of 
God's ancient people^ agreeably to prophecy. 

4 For the genealogy of Zembbabel, .see 1 Chnm. iiL 17. 
Esra ill. 2. Matt. 1. 12. and for that of Jeshna or Joshaa, 
1 Chron. vi. 4— IS. Ezra ill. 2. 
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first bonse^ — ** wept with a loud voice,*— ^ so that the 
people could not discern the noise of the shont of joy^, 
from the noise of the weeping.'* 

A. M. 3470. Q, What revelation was made to Daniel 
B.C. 534. in the third year of Cyrus ? . 
Cyrus 3. ^. Many important events relative to 

the Persian and Macedonian empires, and to the suc- 
cession of Alexander, we^e revealed to him in a vi^on. 
He is supposed to have died shortly after.f 

A. M. 3475. Q, How long did Cyrus survive the 

B. C. 529. capture of Babylon > 

Cyrus 7. j4. Nine years : he died at the age of 

seventy, and was succeeded by Cambyses his son. 

Q. How did the Jews proceed in the building of the 
temple ? 

j4. They contracted with the Phoenicians for mate- 
rials : biut the Persian governors, influenced by the 
representations of the Samaritans, greatly retarded the 
work > and in the reign of Smerdis the niagiciim, caused 
it entirely to cease. The Jews, therefore, conceiving 



* Ezra ill. 12, IS. Haggai ii. 3. 

t If Daniel on hU going to Babylon, B. c* 605, was eighteen 
years of age, as Dean Prideaux supposes, he must have been 
eighty-foar when he read the hand-writing on the wall to 
Belshazzar, and elghty-nin« in the third year of Cyrus, b. c. 
5S4, in which we find the last intimation concerning him. 
He lived during the reign ofeight princes, and held a high 
situation in the Babylonish govf^rnment, with an nnsnilied 
reputation ; and in the midst of an idolatrous and riotous 
court, maintained his virtue, and set a noble example of fear- 
less devotion to the true God. 
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that the proper period had not arrived, gave up the 
design for a time : and on this acooont the Lord cnrsed 
the land with barrenness.* 

Q, How were they recalled to a sense of their dvty } 

A. By the exhortations and remonstrances ot Haggai 
and Zechariah, to whom the word of the Lord came in 
the second year of Darius, king of Persia. 

Q. What memorable prophecy was a^red by Haggai 
about this time ? 

A. " Thus saith the Lobd of hosts. Yet once, it is a 
little while; and I will shake the heavens, and the 
earth, and the sea.^ and the dry land : and I will shake 
all nations, and the Dbsibb of all nations shall come, 
and I will fill this house with glory. — ^The glory of this 
latter house sha)l be greater than that of the former j— 
and in this place will I give peace." 

Q, Did the building of the temple now proceed ? 

A. Yes : but the Samaritans again endeavouring to 
interrupt it, the circumstance was represented to Darius. 
This prince therefore caused search to be made for the 
decree of Cyrus^ which being found, he not only con- 
firmed it, but ordered the revenues of Samariaf to be 
appropriated to further the building, and to provide for 
the temple service > denouncing the penalty of death in 

* Consult Haggai i. 

t This circnmstancc is supposed to have been the cause of 
the enmity sabsbting between the Jews and Samaritans. 
According to Josephas, book xi. cap. 4. the affair was brongfat 
before Parius a second time, and ended to the discomfitare 
of the Samaritans* 
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case of disobedience. After this the work proceeded 
rapidly ; and the temple being finished in the sixth year 
of Darius^ was dedicated with great joy. 

Q, What individuals hold a conspicuous place in 
Jewish history^ after the erection of the second temple ? 

A, E^ther^ Ezra^ and Nehemiah.* 

Q. Who was Esther ? 

A. Esther^ called in Hebrew^ Hadassah^ was a Jewish 
orphan^ whom Mordecai her cousin^ one of the servants 
of Ahasuems king of Persia^ brought up. 

Q. What circumstance brought her into notoriety ? 

y4. At the conclusion of some public rejoicingsf in 
Shushan the capital of Persia^ the king being merry 
with wine4 sent his chamberlain to bring Vashti the 
queen before him^ that he might show the people and 
the princes her beauty. Vashti^ who was then enter- 



* The chronology of the events recorded in the hooks of 
Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther, cannot be ascertained with 
positive certainty ; because Abasueras is a name not found 
in profiane history ; and the Artaxerxes of tlie Scriptures 
remains to be identified out of two princes of that name 
whose history is recorded by profane writers. Archbishop 
Usher identifies Ahasnerus with Darius Hystaspcs , Joskph 
ScAMGER, with Xerxes ; Dean Prideavx, with Artax, 
liongiroanus ; but others identify him with Artax. II. Mnemon. 

t Esther i. 3 — 9. conveys a very imposing idea of the mag- 
nificence, and profuse luxury of the eastern monarchs, 

i The Persian monarchs considered it meritorious to be able 
to bear much liqnor. A boast of tliis nature was recorded iu 
tlie epitaph of Darius Hystaspes ; and Cyrus the younger 
urged his capacity in this way as a recommOodation to thQ 
throne. 
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tainiDg the women at a separate feast*^ conceiving this 
to be a great indignity, refused to obey the royal man- 
date, and was therefore divorced. About two years aller^ 
all the fair virgins in the empire were by a royal decree 
assembled in Shnshan 3 and in the seventh year of his 
reign, the king selected Esther from among them to be 
his consort, though he had no knowledge of her kindred. 

Q. How did the king celebrate the nuptials ? 

jH. With very great festivities : for he made a 
release to the provinces^ and gave gifts, according to 
the state of the king. 

Q, Did Esther retain her respect for Mordecai after 
her preferment ? , 

^. Yes : she obeyed him '^ as when she was brought 
1^ with him." 

Q. What service did Mordecai render to the king 
sometime after the marriage ? 

^. He detected a plot against the king's life> whic^ 
having made known, an inquiry was instituted $ and the 
conspirators were apprehended and put to death. 

Q, To which of the princes of the kingdom ^was 
Ahasuerus most attached ? 

^. To Haman, son of Hammedatha the Ag^i^te^ 
whom he set above all the other princes, and to whom 
all the king's servants were commanded to do reverence • 

Q. Did the favour of his sovereign^ and the homage 
paid him by all classes of the people^ consummate his 
felicity ' 

* *' The women of the east never mingle with the men in 
pablic/' — ^Pr. A. Clarke's Comment. 
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A, No : he became miserable in the midst of all his 
grandeur, because Mordecai who sat iu the king^s gate, 
'' bowed not, nor did him reverence." 

Q. What was the consequence \ 

A.. His pride led him to thirst for revenge : \and 
scorning to lay hands on Mordecai alone, he formed a 
scheme to destroy the whole of the Jews dispersed 
throughout the empire. Hadng therefore by gros? 
misrepresentations induced ttie king to accede to his 
views, he dictikted a decree* for their extirpation, and 
hving sealed it with the king's ring, dispatched it by 
post, to all parts of the' empire. 

Q. What was the consequence of this measure ? 

A, " The city Shushan was perplexed — and in every 
province there was great mourning among the Jews.** 
Mordecai however used his influence to procure the 
intercession of Esther, who promised to venture into 
tbe presence of the king,t provided all the Jews in 
Shushan would fast for her three days and three nights. 
Accordingly oh the third day she presented herself to 
the king, who received her graciously, demanded the 
cause ef her visit, and promised to grant her request to 
the half of his kingdom. 

* This decree was written eleven months before the day 
fixed upon for the sanguinary deed. Esther iii. 12 — 13. Ac* 
cording- to Dean Peiubaux the diviners were assembled in 
the beginning of the year, that by casting lots then they might 
discover the day and month most auspicious to the undertaking. 

t It wan death to enter the inner court where the king was, 
uiless he indicated his approbation by holduig out the golden 
sceptre. Esther iv. 11. 
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Q. What request did 8be make } 

A. She invited the king and Haman to a banquet^ 
to which they accordingly went : on this oocaflion the 
king urged her again to prefer some petition^ but she 
only requested their company to another banquet on the 
following day.* ''Then went Haman forth that day 
joyfnl^ and with a glad heart" 

Q. Was his felicity of long continuance ? 

A. No : the refusal of Mordecai to do him rererenoe 
had such an effect upon him, Uiat on oomiog Lome be 
advised with his family and friends > and after telling 
them of his great riches, his numerous offiipring, and of 
the honours heaped upon him by the king and queen, 
he observed, *' Yet all this availeth me nothing so long 
as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king's gate." 

4^. What advice did his friends give him \ 

A. They said, '' Let a gallows be made fifty cubits 
high, and to-morrow speak thou unto the king, that 
Mordecai may be hanged thereon ; then go thou in 
merrily with the king unto the banquet/* And "the thing 
pleased Haman \ and he caused the gallows to be' made/* 

Q. What occurred at the palace that night \ 

A, The king, unable to sleep, commanded his servants 
to read for his amusement the chronicles of the kingdom.! 



* Why she postponed her request to a second banquet, doen 
not appear: probably her conrage failed, or she did not think 
the opportunity altogether favourable. 

t The Persian Chronicles, being written in verse by some 
of their celebrated poets, were very entertaining. — ^See Dr. 
A* Clabse's Comment. 
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W)iiie thus engaged, the service wliioh Mordecai hid 
lendered in the detection of the oonipiracy of the chtw 
berbdns^ waB hiongfat to the king's remembranoe, and he 
neelTod to bes^ew upon him eome signal mark of vofal 

Q. What measnreB did he adopt therenpon } 

A. Haman having gone to the pahure the next misffDD^ 
mg to solicit the condemaatioii of Mordecai^ the king 
sent for him, and asked him what should be done tor 
the man whom the king delighted to hononr. Ignorant 
of what had transfHred, and thinMag himself the oi^ect 
of the king's solicitnde, Haman advised that the indi- 
vidwd^ dad in the royal apparelyahd bearingi the crown 
upon bis head, shoidd be placed on the king'i^hetae, 
and oondocted by one of the meet noble princes through 
the city, whilst a herald proclaimed before him, ** Thus 
flhdl it be done to the man whom the king delighteth to 
kMMHir." This ooonael receiving the king's approbation, 
he gsve a particular chaise to Hamto to conduct Mor^ 
deoM in tkds manner through the dty \ which wandalie 
was innaediately obeyed* 

Q. What was the consequence ? 

A, Haman returned mourning to his house j and 
having xdaited to his wife and househcld what had hap^ 
pennd, his wise men pronounced it ominous of his 
downfalL This conversation was interrupted by the 
king's chamberlains, who came to conduct Haman to 
the queen's banquet. 

Q. What occurred at the banquet \ 

A. Ahasuerus again desired to know fisther's request. 
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when to his great snrprise she petitioned for her life^ 
and for the lives of her people who had been decreed 
to extirpation. The nature of Hanian*s plot being 
thus disclosed to the king, he withdrew from the ban- 
quet in great indignation, and went into the garden. 
Haman seeing that evil was determined against him, 
stood up to make request for his life to Esther : bat 
the king .returning to the banqueting room, manifested 
his displeasure in sodi. a manner as induced* the at- 
tendants to cover Haman s face.* 
' Q, To what punishment was he condemned ? 

^, ' Harbonah the chamberlain informing the king at 

this jniijCtme, thatUamiEm had erected a gallows for the 

^eiK«fiiltichiricf Mordecai, the king said, ''Hang him 

thereon." This sentence, was instantly executed : and 

the vast estate of Haman was given to the queen. 

Q. What instruction does the fate of Haman convey ? , 

^. It points out to us the unhappy consequences of .. 
pride and revenge -, the instability of human grandeur ^ 
•and the retributive providence of God, who suffered ' 
Haman to fall into the snare he had laid for Mordecai. 

Q. What honours were conferred upon Mordecai ; 

^. Esther having acknowledged him as her kinsman, 
the king gave himthe ring that he had taken from Haman. t 

Q. How did the king farther manifest his regard for 
Esther? 

* This was indicative of the royal displeasure. 

t This ring was the royal signet, Esther iii. 12. viii. 8, 10. ,. 
which had been entrusted to Haman. It was probablj^ taken 
from him at the second banquet. 
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A, Unable to repeal the decree for the massacre 
of the Jews^ because the laws of Media and Persia 
were unalterable^ he issued another decree granting 
permission to the Jeiys to defend themselves on the 
appointed day against their enemies^ and to take the 
spoil. . This decree produced great joy every where 5 
'^ and many of the people of the land became Jews ; 
for the fear of the Jews fell upon them.** 

Q. What was the result of these conflicting decrees 
on the day appointed for their execution ? 

A, The Jews were attacked by their enemies^ but made 
a vigorous defence 5 and being assisted by the governors 
of the respective provinc^> who feared. Mordecai's in- 
fluence with the kiog^ they successfully repelled every 
assault^ and through the whole empire^ slew seventy-five 
^usand men. 

Q. How did the Jews commemorate this deliverance \ 

A. With great rejoicings 5 and to perpetuate the 
remembrance of this .events they resolved to observe 
aaouaUy, " throughout Qvery generation/' the fourteenth 
and fifteenth days of Adar, as the Feast of Purim, or 
^ tie Lots* 

Q. Did the promotion of Mordecai idtimately benefit 
the Jews } 

A, Yes : he was *' accepted of the multitude of his 
brethren^ seeking the wealth of his people^ and speaking 
peace to allliis seed.**^ 

Q. "iVho was Ezra > 

* See Appendix R. 
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A. A Jewish priest : ** he was a ready sciibe in the 
law of Mooes-^and had prepared hb heart to deek the 
law of the Labd, and to do it, and to teach in lanel 
statntM and jndgnenito.'* 

^. To what circiimstanoe does £aBit.owe his celebrity? 

A* To his ininence with Artaxerxes^ king of Persia, 
from whom he obtained a very anide grant* lot the 
support of the temple serrioe ; an exemption froos tribute 
for all persons therem engaged; authority to appoint 
magistrates in Jndah and Jernsateni to enloroe the laws f 
and pennissieft for as many Jews as were so disposed, 
to return to the land ai tiirir forefailiers. 

^» How ^d he proceed with this eomaission? 

A, He assembled ail his brethren who were disposed 
to go to Jodea, at ^ (te river thai nnvoeth to Ahava^"! 
but being ashamed to solicit a military escort, becaoss 
he had aesnred the king that God wonld defend them, 
be csosed the assembly to hold a solemn fast> and to 
implore the divine protection. After this, having made 
sidtfdble preparations, they set fsrwaird on the twelfth day 
of Nisan : and the hand of God bebg with them to deGter 
them from all their enemies/ they arrived at Jerwolem 
on the first day of the fifth month, t 

Q. What was their first business after taking a l&ttie 
repose ? 

• For this grant, see Ezra vii. 11— 26. 

t Ezra may have taken a circuitoas roat to collect as many 
of the dispersed Jews as possible. Casipkiar spohesaf ▼iiL 17. 
is supposed by some commentators to be the region of the 
Caspian moan tains, between Media and Hyrcania. — See Dr. 
A. Clarkb^s Comment. % Ezra vii. 8, 9. 



^ Tl)% I^tera 9I tlie. kiag to hk lieiiteiiaiits were 
fo^war^ed ; tke gifts 9pd offeriop were (deposited i|i thp 
teipple i aiid a grciai sacrifice was offered as a. ttwaks- 
giving for their return, 

Qi, Ifi wbat 9^a^ did Ezra Imd ^ people of Judah ? 

^. In a v^ry di^based concUtioi^ j for they bad 
interHiig^Fied m%\ all tbQii^igbho^riug ge^tiles^ iM|d 
done '* apoording to th^r aheniliiatioiis.*' 

Q, Pid£anr^*aaopeasipatotheadministratieaprod^iee 
aay benefit ? 

^. Yea : he led the princes aiul the pe^le agaia to 
seek the God of their fathers, to bewail their traiksgres- 
sioDS, %Eid iodaeed them to put away their strange wives. 

Q, Who was Neheniah ? 

A. He was a Jew who held the oflice of eop-bearer 
ta the kifg of Persia,* 

Q. Did his dignified ata^on make him forgetful of 
tll^ laad of his fathers ? . 

^. No : being informed by certain Jews of the stjU 
d^lorable slate of Jerusalefb, whp^e walls were yet 
anbnilt, and of the reproach and affliction of those who 
dwelt there, he *' sat downf and wept, and mourned 
certain days, and fiisted and prayed before the God of 
heaven." 

Q. Wh^t was the nature of his prayer ? 

*Nehemiah being^commissioiiedui the twentieth jear of 
an ArtaxerzeSy iL l-r-8, in supposed to have superseded fizra 
in the government — See note ( * ) page 207. 

t Sitting on the ground was a mournfal postncey Gen. 
xzyi, a, 9. Job ii. ia« Isa* xlvii. 1, S. 

DD 2 
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A. He confessed the iniqidtiefl of his people $ pletded 
tbe restoration promised on their repentance ; and im- 
plored the divine blessing on the intercession he was 
about to make to the king. 

Q. Was his application to the monardi soooessfol? 

A. Yes : he represented the desolate state of Jeru- 
salem, ''the place of his fathers' sepulchres/'* and 
requested to be sent thither with a commission to bmU 
np the walls. To this the king acceded; and furnished 
him with letters to Asaph, keeper of the royal forests, 
to supply him with whatever timber was necessary for 
this purpose. 

Q. How did Nehemiah proceed to Jerusalem ? 

A. Under a strong escort of soldiers. 

Q. What was his first care on his arrival ? 

A. After being in Jerusalem three days,t he went 
out and surveyed the ruins 3 then assembling the rulers, 
he lamented the devastation of the place, and uijged 
them to rebuild the walls, telling them at the same time 
of the commission given to him by Artaxerxes. Encou- 

* In Nehemiah is strikingly poartrayed the strong affectioD 
ef the Jews for the land of their fathers. Its Yery doit and 
stones were dear to them, Psalm cii. 14. ; and when they re- 
tamed from a foreign land, they paused on the borders ^i 
Palestine, and wiped their shoes, lest they shoold poUote the 
soil of the coontry with the dost of a gentile region. — See 
Hobhb's Introd. vol. iiii. part 1. c. 1. 

t From the Persian court to Jerusalem was a very long 
journey, as we learn from Ezra's narratiTe. Nehemiah there- 
fore arriTed at Jerusalem on the first day, rested on the 
following, and on the third entered Tigorously on his work. 
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raged by this annanciatian of the royal favour^ they 
cried oat, '' Let ns rise up and build.** 

Q. How did the work proceed } 

A. Very rapidly. Bat Sanballat the Horonite, 
Tobiah the Ammonite, and Geshem the Arabian,* eager 
to frastrate the design, formed a league together to 
attack the city : which when Nehemiah heard, he im- 
plored the divine aid, and ordered one half of tlie men^ 
ready prepared for battle, to keep watdi \ while the other 
hal^ girded with swords,. went on with the work,— -a 
tnnnpeter standing at Nehemiah's side, to gpve an alarm 
in case their enemies appeared. 

Q. Did Sanballat and his allies fall upon Jerusalem ? 

A. No : seeing the Jews were prepared for an attack, 
they desisted. Neyertheless they used various artifices 
to ensnare Nehemiah, but in vain \ although many of 
the nobles of Judah carried on a treasonable corres- 
pondence with Tobiah. 

Q. What circumstance threatened the welfare of the 
city? 

A. The extortion of the wealthy Jews, who caused 
the poor to mortgage their lands, and even to sell their 
children into bondage, for a sustenance. On this 
account Nehemiah rebuked the rulers ; and after remon- 
strating with them on the sinfulness of such conduct, he 
induced them to make due reparation. 



*The7 were leagued with the Samaritans agaioit Israel, 
Nehem. ii. 10, 19;— It. 1— S. 
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Q. How did Neliemiak rapport the dignity of hit 
office? 

A, Unwilling to burden \he people, as former go- 
¥6mors had done, he defrayed all the expenaet of bis 
office himself Besides, he entertained every day at Us 
table one hundred and fifty Jqws and lolers, euimn 
of strangers.^ 

Q» What time was oecopied in rabnildii^ the wiUi^ 

A» Fifty-two days. This circnmstanoe wnfi foUovel 
by a solemn dedication of the walls and gates, accoBi- 
panied with great sacrifices and rejoicinge ameag sB 
classes of the people.t 

Q. Did Neiiemiah constitute himself gOYemo^ of 
Jerasalem? 

^. No : he committed the charge of the city to Ui 
brother Hanani, and to Hananiah, roler of the palaot) 
with a strict charge to keep the gates safely, and never 
to suffer them to be opened before sunrise, t 

Q. What was the next procedure of Nehemiah ? 

^. He instituted a scrutiny into the genealogies of 
all the people J t^ finding many that claimed the 

* Nehemiah's offiee at the court of Persia appears to have 
been very lucrative, as quay be infers e4 from hi* daily es- 
penditure, ▼. 18; and 1)19 magoificent present to the temple, 
▼ii. 70. 

t Nebem. xii. 27->4S. 

t Bean Pridbaux and others infer from this delegation of 
authority, that Nehemiah now returned to Persia, agreeably 
to the limitation noticed ii. 6. The examination of the gene- 
alogies no doubt took place before his departure. 
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privileges ^f tlie house of Aaron unable to prodaee 
their registerftj he pot them Irom the priesthood** 

Q, What iras the next thing that obtained his regaord? 

A, Finding the Jews grossly ignorant of the law^ he 
and Ezra applied the»selv«s to instruct them. For 
this purpose they seized the opportunity when the 
people were assembled to observe the feasts of the 
seventh month ; when £zra^ from a raised platform, read 
the book of ^tie Ixw, which waa explained to them by 
the Levites.t 

Q. Was any benefit produced by this measure } 

A. Yes : the people seeing how seriously they had 
transgressed, " wept when they heard the words of the 
law /' and for the first time, since the days of Joshua, 
observed the feast of tabernacles according to the pre- 

Beriibed nmmier.l 

Q, By what was this festival followed ? 

A. By a solemn fast, observed on the twenty-fourth 
day of the same month.$ On this occasion the Israelites 



*The di«crep«nce tvUlcait on «oi»fM<riag fisra ii, 1-^6. 
Nefaeni. vii. 5— r67. arlsM^ fMscordUig to Dean Phideaux, from 
the correctioiM made by NebemipJi, who added the names of 
soaie who arrived in Jndea at a latsv period, and expunged 
the nafliet of others. 

t Esra. read the law from the HeWew text, wbilsl the 
I'evites '' rendered U pericfd by period into CkaMee, — ^thes 
the vulgar HtBgnage of the people/' — See PninEAux'B.Cen. 

% Nehem. viii. 2.*r-ix* 3. See also Levit. xxiii. Nambt. xxix. 

$ Ezra, of whom the scriptures make no farther mentkMiy is 
coBsidered as the restorer ef the Jewish law, and on this 
u^ouBt is held by ^te Jews in as much estimotieii ae the law*^ 
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separated tbettiselves from all strangers 5 confessed their 
sins ', bewailed the dreadful calamities that had over- 
whelmed their country 3 and concluded by a 'solemn 

giver himself. To him is attriboted the collection and revision 
of Chose books of the Old Testament which were extant in bis 
days ; in the execution of which he is said to have corrected 
the errors which had originated in the mistake8>of transcriben, 
arranged the books in their proper order, inserted scTcral 
elucidatory passages, (Oen. xxxvi.St. Exod. xvi. S5. Dent. 
ii. 12. Prov. XXV. 1.) changed obsolete names for others of a 
modem date, (Gen. xiv. 14. Jadges xviii. 27, 29.) and 
finally, cansed the whole to be written out in the Chaldee 
character, which during the Babylonish captivity, had come 
into general a^e. 

The Samaritans, whose scriptures consist of the Awe books 
of Moses only, have retained the ancient Hebrew character, 
(said to bear a close affinity to tbe old Phcenician) and make 
their boast of it, because the law was therein written ; whilst 
they curse the memory of Ezra as an impostor, for its 
rejection. 

From the Jewish traditions, said to have been examined 
and approved by Ezra, arose the oral or tradUumary law; 
delivered, as the Jews insist, at the same time as the written 
law, which they pronounce imperfect, obscnre, and of no 
force without it. Upon the oral law they say the covenant 
was made : thus denying Moses himself, and resolving their 
religion into mere tradition. This abuse was so flagrant in 
the days of the Redeemer, as to have superseded the law 
entirely. Mark vii. IS. They say that the words of the law 
are weighty and light; but the words of the scribes, all 
weighty : that the written text is as water ; but the mUkna 
and taimud are as wine and hippocras: by these and such 
like comparisons manifesting that the word of God is become 
of no effect through their traditions. 

These traditions, they affirm, were given by God to Moses, 
with an express injunction to transmit them from generation 
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covenant in writings to serve th^ Lord, and to obe^ the 
laws he had given them by his servant Moses. 
Q, What things were particularized in this covenant } 
A, The non»interconrse with strangers by marriage ; 
the sanctification of the sabbath 3 the observance of the 
sabbatical year ; a small annual tax to' defray the 'ex- 
penses of the temple service ; and the payment of tithes 
to the priests and Levites. 

Q, By what measure did Nehemiah re-peoplie Je- 
rusalem ? 



to generation by tradition only... From Moses they passed 
through the hands of a variety of int^ividuals, in succession, 
until they reached Rabbi' Judafa the holy, who wrote them in 
themishna. 

This work, howi?ver, originated in necessity : for certain 
doctors who discoursed on the traditions, being constantly in 
the habit of annexing their numerous inf^rentes and deduc- 
tions to the traditions on which they were fdunded, the ib^ss of 
matter became so butHy» about the middle of *the sqcopd 
century, that they could no longer be preserved by mere 
memory. The dissolution also of the Jewish schools by the 
final overthrow of their state by Adrian, had rendered the 
usual means of preserving these traditions impracticable. 
The whole was therefore collected by Rabbi Judah, son^of 
Simeon, president of the Sanhedrim, and master of the school 
at Tiberias in Galilee. This compilation, jeind the comments 
made upon it b^ the doctors, constitute the gemara df eom- 
plement, ' The' nasMa and gemara cohsthute the lalmUd. Of 
these there are two;— the Jerusalem, and the Babylonian: 
but the former is so very obscure that it is' almost entirely 
neglected.-^ee Paideaux's Connect. 

For an account of the Karaites, a Jewish sect who reject 
the ^<i/miM2», see Appendix S. ' 
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A. He oanied the people to cast lots^ to bring 4Mie 
in ten to dwdi tbere. 

Q. How long did Neliemiah gorem Jemsalem ? 

jtf . Aboot twelve yean $ after wliieh be retvrned to 
die Penianconrt. 

Q. Did die Jews obaerre tbe eoYenant ? 

A. No: in die absence of Nehemiab, Eliaebib tke 
high priest prepared a room in tbe temple for Tobi^ 
the Ammonite, his relative; tbe Levites were deprived 
of tbe maintenance allowed tbem by law, and therefore 
forsook tbe temple service to look after tbeir fields 5 the 
sabbatb was profaned by all kinds of labour and traffic ; 
and great numbers of the Jews intermarried with the Gen- 
tiles,* For these transgressions they were repioved 
by Malachi^t the last of the prophets. 

Q. How long did these abuses last > 

A, Until the return of Nehemiah.^ 

A. M. 3595. Q. How did he punish those wboliad 

B. C. 409. married strange vrives ? 

Nbthui 15. A, He smote some of them, and disgraced 



* Nebem* xiil. 

t The suitability of the reproofs of the prophet Malachi to 
the general state of tbe Jewish nation difriDg Nehemiab'/ 
absence, has given rise to tbe opinion that the governor aod 
the prophet were contemporary with each other. When 
Malachi actually flourished it is impossible to ascertain, seeing 
the f acred record is silent on the subject. Arcbb. Ntwcom 
places him about n. c. 496, and Dr. Ken nicovr about n. c. 420. 

t Pean Fiudbaux assigns ^te years for tbe term of bis 
absence .- tbis however is only mere coigecture* 
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Others by plucking off their hair 3 but he banished the 
son of Joiada* the priest, who bad married tbe daugh- 
ter of Sanballat the Horonite. 

Q, To what did Nehemiah ascribe all his success ? 

/4, To the gracious providence of God. 



* Dean Prideaux places this event in the fifteenth year 
of Darius Nothus ; because Joiada, who, he contends, was 
high priest at the time, [the word translated high prie^, 
Nehem. xiii. 28. being in apposition with Joiada, and not 
with Eliashib] did not enter on that office until the eleventh 
year of Darius Nothus ; and because from the seventh year of 
Artaxerxefl Longimanns ta the fifteenth year of Darius Nothus 
is exactly forty-nine years, which he explains as the seven 
weeks of Dan. x. 25. in which time the Restoration and Re- 
formation of the Jewish state were effected. 



£S 



SUPPLEMENT. 



The Jewish History subsequent to the days of Nehemiah, 

The Old Testament record closes with the book o( 
Nehemiah ; and all the subsequent history of the Jews 
to the advent of the Redeemer^ is supplied from the 
apocryphal books^ the writings of Josephus and Fhilo, 
and from the pagan authors who wrote during this 
period. The following summary, is digested from 
Dean Pbidbaux*8 Connection, and contains the 
leading features of Jewish history during this epocfaa, 
with the most remarkable events of profane history. 

B. c. 

Sanballat, by permission of D arias Nothnsy batlds a 
temple on Mount Gerizim,* and makes Manasseh, son of 
Joiada, whom Nehemiah had banished, high priest 406 

After the death of Nehemiah, (the precise period of 
which cannot possibly be ascertained) Jadea is annexed 
to the gOTcmment of Syria, under which the high priest 
acts as deputy ih» 

Aristotle bom at Stagyra, in Macedonia S84 

Joiada dies. Is succeeded by his son Johanan 37S 



• So nuuiy Jewi took np tbeir residence in Samaria, after this cteat, ttat 
the wonhip of tlie true God became general, instead of the fornm idiriatry* 
By tlie Jewisli nation liowever, tliese refugees were despised as apostates; 
and tbe malignity twtween the Samaritans and Jews l>ecame ultimately so 
inveterate as to suspend all Intercourse, and to stifle eiren tlie feelings of 
bnmanlqr. To this state of things John iv. 9. alludes ; and hence the force of 
the parable of the good Samaritan.— Luke x. 30—35. 
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JetbnMj having obtsised • gnmt of tiie high prl«f tiMod 
from Bagoas goTernor of Syria, proceeds to Jeraaelem 
to depose Johanan, bat is slain by hint in tlie Inner coatt 
of the temple. For this offence, Bagoas condeuno tiie 
Jews to a severe finey whieh they pay nntil the death of 
Artaxerxes, about soTen years after 960 

Mansoleasy king of Caria, dies S54 

The Phoenicians, joined by some of the Jews, revolt 
against Ochns, hat are defhated.^ Ochns «ttaclcs Jerieho; 
captures it and carries many Jews into captivity S5t 

Johanan^ the high priest, dies, and is succeeded by 
Jaddna 341 

Philips king of Macedonia, assassinaled 336 

Darma Godonaana aseeada the throne of Persia 

Alexander gains tlie battfe of Granicns, and, in the fol- 
lowing year, tintt of Issns 

Besieges Tyre ; re^^aires provisiona fraas the Jews, but 
they refuse to grant them, because of tlwir allegiance to 
Barius 

After taking Tyre, he proceeds to JemsaleBi; bat 
instead of ponislnng Ae Jews^ contes many privileges 
open them, especially the free exercise of their own laws 
and religion t6. 

Alexandria founded by Alexander 381 

The reed Papyrus first used for writfng t6. 

Battle of Arbela, which transfers the empire of the worM 
to Alexander t6. 

Alexander dies at Babylon, through intemperance 823 

The emptre of Alexander divided. Palestine, with 
odier countries, falls to Laomedon the MytUenian t^^ 

Jaddna, the Jewkh high priest, dies, and is succeeded 
by Oniaa 391 

Ptolemy defeats Laomedon ; besieges Jerusalem, which 
he carries by assault oa a sabbath day, as the Jews would 
BSt then defend thcmaeives ^^ 
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He carries 100,000 Jews captive to Egfypt, bat honours 
many of tbem with offices of great responsibility 320 

The sera of tbe Seleocidse, nsed all over the east by 
Heathens, Jews, Christians, and Mahomed ans, begins: 
memorable for the capture of Babylon by Selencns, who 
establishes the Syro-Macedonian empire 312 

Epicurus, thirty-two years of age, begins to promoige 
his doctrines 310 

In the war between Ptolemy and Anttgonus, Judea 
frequently changes its master; but after the defeat of 
Antigonns, at Ipsns in Phrygia, Palestine is secured to 
Ptolemy 301 

Onias, the high priest, dies, and is succeeded by Simon, 
his son, denominated the Just, Simon is said to have com- 
pleted the canon of the Old Testament, by adding the two 
books of Chronicles, Ezra and Esther, (which foor he 
seems to have written himself) Neliemiah and Malachi 300 

Simon dies : his son, being an infant, u set aside ; and 
Eleazar, Simon's brother, becomes high priest 292 

Antigonus of Socho becomes president of the Sanhe- 
drim. Sadoc, one of his pupils, founds the sect of the 
Saddncees ti. 

The Scriptures translated from Hebrew into Oreek, aboat 
this time, being the eighth year of Ptolemy Philadelphns 277 

Eleazar, the high priest, dies, and is succeeded by 
Manasseh, sonof Jaddoa 276 

The first Punic war begins 261 

Berosus, the Babylonish historian, flourishes abont 260 

Manasseh, the high priest, dies, and is succeeded by 
Onias II. son of Simon 250 

Ptolemy Evergetes, after great successes against Lao- 
dice, queen of Syria, offers thanksgiving and sacrifices to 
the true God, in Jerusalem 246 

Hannibal, son of Hamilcar Barcas, at nine years of age, 
swears on the altar, eternal enmity to the Romans 237 
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Displeased at the non-payment of the annual tribute 
of twenty talents, Evergetes threatens to dispossess the 
Jews of their country. Alarmed at this, Onias sends his 
nephew Joseph to Egypt, to intercede with the l^ing, in 
which he is very successful 226 

Oniasy the high priest, dies, and is succeeded by bis son 
Simon 218 

Hannibal crosses the Alps, and invades Italy ib, 

Ptolemy Philopater, yisiting Jerusalem, sacrifices to the 

true God. Attempts to enter the most holy place of the 

temple ; but is smitten by the hand of Providence, ^^ and 

carried out half dead/' In revenge, he subjects the 

>Jew8 to a severe persecution 217 

Hannibal defeats the Romans at Thrasymene, and, in t^. 
the foUowhig year, at Gannae 216 

An insurrection in Egypt against Philopater. The 
Jews supposed to be engaged in it, as forty thousand of 
them were cut off about this time 213 

Marcellus, the Roman, captures Syracuse : Archimedes, 
the famous mathematician, is slain by a common soldier 212 

Antiochns the Great, king of Syria, makes himself mas- 
ter of Palestine 203 

Hannibal recalled from Italy; and, in the following 
year, defeated by Scipio, at theubattle of Zama ib, 

Scopas, an Egyptian general, captures and plunders 
Jerusalem and other Jewish cities, and thus alienlates 
the affections of the Jews * igg 

Andochos, being received with open arms by the Jews, 
grants them many immunities « igg 

Simon, the high priest, dies, and is succeeded by his son 
Onias III. 106 

Antiochns entirely defeated at Magnesia in Asia, by the 
Romans, under Lucius Scipio igo 

Simon, governor of the temple, quarrelling with Onias, 

EE 2 
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flies to Apollonins the goTernor of Ccelo Syria, and ineitet 
him to plonder the temple, with the hope of finding great 
treasure 176 

Jason, haying purchased, the priesthood of Antiochns 
Epiplianes, deposes his brother Onias. Erects a Oynn 
nasinm, and sednces the Jews to idolatry 175 

Menelans, another brother, pnrcbases the priesthood 17t 

Menelans professes idolatry, plnnders the temple, tnd 
causes Onias to be murdered 171 

Jason attacks and captures Jerusalem, and again Mixes 
the priesthood 170 

Antiochus hastens to attack Jerusalem* Having taken 
the city, he slays forty thousand Jews, sells aa many UMre 
for slaves, plunders the temple, and defilea the My ii§ 
holies ib, 

Jason, who had escaped the Tengeattce of Antioclins, 
dies miserably in Lacedemonia ih, 

Panlins iEmilius vanquishes Perseus, king of Mneedon, 
and makes that country a Roman province 166 

Antiochns vents his displeasure on the Jews ; envies 
great numbers to be slain, and commences a sanguinary 
persecution against all who observe the law of Bloses, or 
refuse to become idolaters ih. 

Mattathias, a priest, (great grandson of Asmonseus) 
and his sons Johanan, Simon, Jndas, Eleazar, and Jona* 
than, boldly oppose apostacy, at Modin ; and, slaying Uie 
king's commissioner, retire to the mountains it. 

They resolve to fight on the sabbath, if attacked then by 
their enemies ib. 

Antiochns proceeds to Jndea to see his laws enforced ; 
and causes great numbers of Jews to be slain 167 

The first Ubrary founded at Rome, consiatuig of books 
brought from Macedon ib, 

Mattathias begins the restoration of the tnie wonWp 
in the cities of Judah, but dies the following year 166 
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JodM, ealled MacealNBaSy sncceedi his father. He 
restores the worship of Ood in several places 166 

Jadas obtained the name Maccabxus fh>in Mi Ca Ba le the 
initial syllables ot Mi Camoka BaeUm Jehovah, C* Wha i» 
iike thee, among tho goOs, O Lord," Bxod. xr. IL) which 
words oonstitated a motto for his ensign. 

JndaS) with a very small armyy gain» in a short time 
several important ylctories, makes great carnage among 
his enemies, retakes Jernsalem^ and re-establishes the 
worship of Ood ib. 

Antiochnsy smitten by the hand of God, dies of a hor- 
rible disease in his bowels, on the confines of Persia and 
Babylon 164 

Tbti like ftte has attended other persecntorti as mtif be insiniced 
in Jehoram king of Jadah, Herod, Galerins Maximianns the 
Roman Epuperor, and Philip II. of Spain. 

Jodfts inflicts severe pnnislunent on the Edomites and 
Afflmonites^ and gives several signal defeats to the 
Syrian generals 163 

Eleazar, one of the brothers of Judas, slain in a battle 
with the Syrians ib, 

Menelausy the high priest, smothered in ashes, by order 
of Antiochus £apator, who appoints Alcimns to be his 
successor ib. 

Onias, son of Onias III. flies to Egypt ib. 

The Jews, refusing to accept Alcimns as high priest, 
Demetrias Soter, who had seized the crown of Syria, sends 
a great army against them, which is defeated by Judas 
and cut off to a man 161 

Judas implores and obtains the alliance of the Romans ib. 

Judas, deserted by his men, is defeated and slain by 
Bacdiides ; and Jerusalem, with a great part of Jn^ea, 
(alls into the hands of the Syrians ib. 

Jonathan succeeds Judas ib. 

John slain by a tribe of Arabs ib. 



320 8CRIPTURB HI8T0BT. 

B.C; 

Alcimoi dies soon after obtainiDg po«MstioD of the 
high priesthood IM 

The Romans threaten Demetrias with war, if he con- 
tinue to molest the Jews t^* 
Bacchides is defeated by Jonathan 158 
Jonathan owned by Demetrias as his lieutenant in Jndea 153 
Repairs and fortifies Jerusalem <^« 
Alexander Balas, a pretender to the Syrian crown, 
appoints Jonathan high priest, and sends him a gold 
crown and a purple robe *^* 

Jonathan assumes the priesthood, and declarea for 
Alexander *^' 

The priesthood oontiDoed In the family of the AtmoDcant uaUi 
the reifD ot Herod* 

Demetrius slain in battle by Alexander Balas, who soon 

after confers great honours an Jonathan 150 

Demetrias, son of Demetrius Soter, invades Syria. 

ApoUonios, one of his generals, defeated by Jonathan 148 
Alexander Balas, defeated by Ptolemy Philometer, 

flies to the Arabs, who murder him 14<i 

Carthage destroyed by Scipio Africanus, jun. «*• 

Corinth plundered and destroyed by Luc. Mnmmias «*• 
Demetrius seeks an alliance with Jonathan ; but after 

receiving considerable services from him, violates all his 

promises ^^^ 

Antiochus Theos, son of Balas, being placed on the 
throne of Syria, by Tryphon, Jonathan espouses his cause, 
and defeats the forces of Demetrius 144 

Tryphon, governor of Antioch, basely seizes the person 
of Jonathan, and puts him to death : Simon succeeds him Hf- 

Tryphon destroys Antiochus Theos and usurps the 
crown of Syria •*• 

Simon solicits the friendship of Demetrias, who consti- 
tutes him sovereign and high priest of Jndea ; in these 
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offices he U afterwards confimred, both by his own country- 
men and by the Romans 143 

The castle in Jernsalem, so long held by the SyriaaS) is 
surrendered to the Jews, who demolish it 142 

Demetrius taken prisoner by the Parthians 141 

Antiochns Sidetes, or the hunter, second son of Deme- 
trius Soter, assumes the crown of Syria 140 
Defeats Tryphon, who is afterwards slain at Apamia 189 
Antiochus makes war on Simon, but is defeated by 
his two sons, Judas and John ib» 

Simon, with two of hift sons, Judas and Mattathias, 
being treacherously murdered by his son*in->law Ptolemy, 
John Hyrcanus succeeds him 135 

Antioqhus besieges Jerusalem, and Hyrcanns capitulates ib, 
Antiochus slain in the Parthian war 130 

Demetrius, who had effected his escape from Parthia, 
reassumes the crown ib. 

Hyrcanus, taking advantage of the distractions of the ; 
Syrian monarchy, establishes the independence of the Jews ib. 

Takes Shechem, and destroys the temple on Mount 
Gerizim ib. 

Reduces the Edomites, and incorporates them with his 
own subjects ; and renews his league with the Romans 129 
Carthage rebuilt by order of the Roman senate 123 

John Hyrcanns sends Ari8>tobulus and Antigonus, bis 
sons, to besiege Samaria; which they capture and utterly 
demolish, notwithstanding the attempts of the Syrian and 
Egyptian princes to raise the siege. After this .success, 
Hyrcanus becomes master of all Judea, Galilee, and 
several other places • 109 

Tbe Samaritans, between whom and the Jews so ranch animosity 
subsisted, resided at Shechem, after their expulsion from Sa- 
maria by Alexander the Great. Those whom Hyrcanus sub> 
dned, were another race, composed of Macedonians, Greeks, 
and Syrians, whose ancestors were planted there by that 
conqueror* 
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HyrcanoB iMvet the Phuiiaet and joins tfieSaddoeees IM 
Dies, and ii succeeded by his son AristolMilasy «lM 
assumes a diadem and the title of Icing 107 

Cicero, and Pompey the Oreat, bom ib, 

Aristobnlos start es his motfier to death, b ec a na e she 
bad been entrnsted by Hyreanns with a share in the ad» 
ministration ; and shuts up three of his brothers in prison ik 

Conquers the Itnreans, a neighbonring people, and 
incorporates then with tlie Jews 106 

Causes bis brother Antigonns to be murdered ifr. 

Dies us great agony of mind ih, 

Salome gives tlie three brothers of Arist e huh w their 
liberty ; and Alexander Jannssus, the eldest, aseeads the 
throne 16. 

Ptolemy Latbyrus, king oi Cyprus, detets Alexander 
with the loss of SO,<MO men 104 

Caesar bom in the month Quirinalis, afterwards called 
July in honour of him 100 

Alexander captnres and destroys Oasa 9f 

The Jews, uniting against Alexander, insult him in the 
temple ; on which he falls upon them with the soldiers 
and slays 6,00# men 95 

Alexander gains some rieteries orer the Arabinns fM 

, Is snared by them in an ambush, and most of his anny slain 92 

The Jews revolt against him : this begins a etvil war 
which lasts six years t^. 

Civil war at Rone, between Maries and Sylla, begins 88 
Alexander, after many sanguinary conftets, being at 
length victorious, conducts 800 prisoners to Jerasalem, 
and cracifies them all in one day. While they are hang* 
ing on the cross, he slays th^ir wives and chiJidreii befisre 
their eyes 86 

Is defeated at Addida, by Aretas, king of Damascus 85 
The Syrians expel the Seleucidsi, and confer the-govem* 
ment of their country on Tigranes, king of Armenia 83 
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Aleiander, after an absence of three years, in whioh he 
had overcome many of hU enemiea» retams in trinmph.tq 
Jernsalem 82 

Gives hiwself up to debanchery , and contraeta.a disease 
which terminates his life, after a reign of twenty^seven 
years. He is succeeded by his wife Alexandra 79 

Alexandra appoints Hyrcanosi her eldest son^ high priest 78 

The Pharisees, whose favour is courted by Ale]^attdra, 
take vengeance upon their enemies 77 

The adverse party headed by Aristobulus, younger son 
of Alexandra, take possession of the garrisoasy by the 
queen's peraussion, and set their enemies at defiance 79 

Alexandra dies, and Aristobulas seizes the crown and 
priesthood from Hyrcnnus 70 

Antipater, an Idumean^ father of Herod, espousing the 
cause of Hyrcnnus, Invites to his aid Aretas king of 
Arabia Petrea, by v^hom Aristobulus is defeated 05 

Hyrcanus and Aristobulus refer (heir. dispute to Pom- 
pey, and plead their respective causes before him in 
person. Pompey, however* postpones his \iccision ; and 
Aristobiuhis puts Judea in a state of defence 68 

Cicero detects the conspiracy of Cataline ib, 

Pompey displeased with Asistobulus goes to Jerusalem. 
The temple being shut against him, be lays siege to it,, and 
after three months, carries it by storm. Twelve thousand 
Jews were slain in this conflict ib. 

Pompey leaves unmolested all the treasures of the tem- 
ple, but is led by curiosity to enter the mosi hohf.pluce ib. 

It merits special notice, tliafc Pompey's prosperity ended witlt tbis 
violation of tbe aanctoary* 

Pompey demolishes the walls of Jerusalem ; restores 
Hyrcanns to the priesthood, and then departs for Rome, 
taking Aristobulus, his sons Alexander and Antigonus, 
and two of his daughters, with him, to graee his triumph. 
On the way Alexander makes his escape ib. 
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Ootavias Caesar born 6S 

Hjrrcaous aMists Aretas, king of Arabia Petraea, in his 
war against Scanrus governor of Syria 62 

The £rst trinmyirate at Rome, under Cmsar, Vompey, 
and CrassHS 60 

Alexander, son of Aristobnlns, seizes several strong 
places in Jodea ; bat Oabinios, the Roman governor of 
Syria, defeats bira, and sbnts him np in the eastle of Alex- 
andriom, where he at length surrenders and is pardoned 67 

Gabinins abolishes the monarchy of Jndea, and ap- 
points five independent councils at Jerusalem, Jericho, 
Oadara, Amathus, and Sephoris, making each place the 
head of a province ib. 

Aristobnlns and his son Antigonas, having escaped from 
Rome, assemble an army and begin to repair the dilapi- 
dated castles ; bnt being attacked and defeated by the 
Romans, they are again made prisoners and sent back to 
that city. At the request of Gabinins, however, the 
senate set Antigonns at liberty ib. 

Gabinins having gone to Egypt v^tth Mark Anthony, 
Alexander raises an army in his absence, puts all the 
Romans that fall into his hands to death, and besieges a 
body of them in mount Gerieim. Gabinins, however, 
returns to Syria, and defeats Alexander at mount Tabor 66 

Caesar invades Britain 66 

Syria assigned to Crassus. This avaricious Roman 
plunders the Jewish temple of all its valuables, estimated 
to be worth ten tbonsahd talents, to enable him to pro- 
secute a war against Parthia 64 

Crassus and a great part of his army cut off by the 
Parthians at Carrhae, or Haran, in Mesopotamia 63 

Cassins makes war upon the party of Aristobnlns, and 
forces them to a peace 62 

Tlie civil war between Pompe^ and Caesar breaks out 60 

Caesar sets Aristobnlns at liberty and sends l^m to 
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Jodea with two legfioBi of Boldierg ; but the friendA of 
Pompey poison him on his way thither. About the same 
time Metellos Scipio seises the person of Alexander, son ' 
of Aristobolas, conveys him to Antioch and there be- 
heads hhn 49 

Pompey, defeated at Pharsalia by Julius Csesar, 
flies first to Syria, and afterwards sails to Egypt, within 
sight of which he is basely assassinated by order of the 
Egyptian ministry, who hope thereby to obtain Ciesar's 
favour 4^ 

Csesar hastening to Egypt after Pompey, arrives 
there with only 4,000 troops«' Having displeased the 
Egyptians, by taking upon himsdf"th« decision of the 
controversy between Ptolemy and liis sister, the infamous 
Cleopatra, they make war upon him : he gains several 
battles,' but finds it necessary to send for more troops. 
Antipater, with a large body of Jews, arrives seasonably, 
ind renders several important services to Caesar 4T 

Gsesar grants many great privileges to the Jews in 
Alexandria ib. 

Arrives in Syria. Antigonus, whose father and brother 
were slain in Cesar's cause, solicits his favour, but is 
ungratefully rejected through the interest of Antipater ib, 

Csesar abolishes the' five councils of Judea; confirms 
Hyrcanus in his office of high priest, and gives the prin- 
cipality of Judea to him and his heirs for ever, appointing 
Antipater to be procurator under him ; and makes Sextus 
Cesar president of Syria' ib, 

Antipater makes Phasael, his eldest son, governor 
of Jerusalem ; and Herod, his second son, governor of 
OaUlee ib. 

Herod, then fifteen years of age, obtains the govern- 
ment of Coelo-Syria, by bribing Sextus Caesar 46 

Caesar enters on his fifth and last consulship $ and to 
reward the services of the Jews^ decrees the rebuilding 

FF 
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of tbe walU of Jerusalem, wbirh work U imaiediately 
couuneiiced by Antipater 44 

Caesar assassinated by several senators, io the senate 
house, at Rome ib. 

Eftty one of tbe assassins and conspirators, sixty In uanlK^> 
died violent deaths. 

Second Roman triumvirate formed under Mark Antony, 
Octavius^ and Lepidus 43 

Cassiiis, one of the conspirators against Caesar, takes 
possession of Syria ih, 

Casftius taxes Jadea heavily to support his army, and 
sells the inhabitants of several cities to raii»e the contri> 
bntions he has laid npon ^em ; Herod's promptitude on 
this occasion, recommends ^im to Cassios ib, 

Malichus, one of the adherents of Hyrcanus, causes 
Antipater to be poisoned, and then seizes on the govern- 
ment of Jerusalem, but is slain shortly after on the way 
to Tyre, by the servants of Herod ih. 

Brutus and Cassiiis, haying be.en defeated at the battle 
of Philippi, slay themselves 42 

After the departure of Cassius from Syria, the faction 
of Malichus, supported by HyrCanus, make war upon tbe 
sons of Antipater, but are defeated ib, 

Herod and Phasael being reconciled to Hyrcanus, tiie 
former marries Mariamne, grand daughter of tbe high priest ih, 

Antigonus, the younger son of Aristobulus, encouraged 
by the friends of Malichus, and supported by some neigh- 
bouring princes, invades Jndea but is defeated by Herod ih. 

On Antony's arrival in Asia, several accusations are 
preferred against Phasael and Herod, but in vain. An- 
tony makes them both tetrarchs, and commits to their 
administration the government of Jndea 41 

The Parthians invade Judea, make Phasael and Hyr- 
canus prisoners, and place Antigonus on the throne. 
Phasael kills himself; and Antigouus, to incapacitate 
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nyrcanos from e^er ftMlliag agalU'ttie sacerdoUrl duties^' 
cots off bis ears * '....>.;• ^40 

VentidiQiy Aotoiiy's Iienteiiaiit,'d«feAtt -ttre'Partbfiam 
in tvro great battles, and compels tUem • to r^tlr^ beyond 

the i^kpbrates' • ••,'.. li.- - - i^.. 

Herody-#hd hAd escaped' the iwetd of -^'PaHlihiDS, 
goes to Rome, and lays his ' tItkfiAs i^ibl-e the senafe ; 
whicb^ kifioenced fey-Antony and Octa^ias Cadsar, decrees 
the cM^n of Jjkitlea to Herod, at the sraiM ftilid'declAriBg • • 
Aatigonus an enemy to the commonwealth '• '' ' • ii^ 

Henod, returaing to Jadea, biegins-^ih concert ^ith Qle 
Roman Ueiiteiiailt»,'tm active -iiv^fare ttgafnst Aiitlgomis, 
and at length lays siege to Jerosalem. After a siege <of ' 
six months, the city istlKkenaad plondered 1^ the Roman 
allies, whoUkeWls^ make a dreadfbl carnage. Antigonui <' 
surrenders and is sent in chains to Antony, who causes 
him to be beheaded. Thns endcid the' line of Asiiioneian 
princes, oiift httttdred and twentywnfne years after its 
commencement, under Juda« Maccabeus ST 

HeffOd, to seoore his >orown, pnti great niiniber^ of'-' 
emineti«i0««rs'tb death ; makes ArisMb^Ini, his Wife's ' ' 
brother; Mgh pHest'; btft sbcrti aft^ cituffes himtd* be sJalii 35' 
A tremendous earthquake shakes the whole land 6f "' 
Jadea, and 'bnries abbnt- th'ii'ty thousand pt^plt in the 
ruins tofthMi< htfbitattons' ^ Bl 

Herod deftab) the* A^rabians .' . • a^, 

Octavins jgttfe^ Anttoy a dtci^Uc^^^^throWlit Actiirm 'i&. 
Herod causes Hyrcanifs, (Whorhating b^ien liberated Irp* ' < ' 
ttie Parthlons h^d^Yetnrned home,) td be put to dekth, ' ^ 
though more than eighty years of age. Makes his cburt to' ' '' 
Octavins at Rhodes, and is received to ht^ friendship ' 30 
Antdtty and Cleopatra 'kill themseft^ee' •' ^-" ib, 

Herod, in a fit of Jealousy, slays Marifemne, his WlfO' ' 29 
Nextyear^he ordershfei' mother, Alexandra, to exeofetion '28 
Puts all the friends of the Asmoneans to death 20 
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A cooipii^acy «|;aiiMt Her^d defeated 25 

Herod rebuilds Samaria, and calls it, in bononr of 
AugofUiSf SebatJtcw being bis name in Greek ' ih. 

Manriea ay^ng lady of great beanty,'caUed Mariamne 2% 

Augastas makes several additions to the kingdom of 
Herod, wbo begiB^ (to.bttUd anotber dty, to be iianied 
Caksareayinbonoar of lusbenelactor 22 

Herod: aecused.befpre Augustas at^ Antioeb; but bis 
accuser^ seeing .Qsesar's predilection for Herod, drown 
tbemselTes 20 

Being detested by bis sublets, and fearing conspi- 
racies» he prohibits all feasts and aivembUejiy and fills the 
land with spies ib» 

To ingratiate himself with the Jews, he pulls down 
the temple, and begius to rebuild it in a more sfdendid 
manner ....... U 

By bis interest with Agrippa, son-in»law of Anguslns, 
he procures many pritileges lor the Jewa dispersed 
through Asia Minor U 

Alexander and Aristobnlusy his sons by Mariamne, ex- 
pressing dissatistetioB at the execotioii of their mother, 
(which had happened daring their residence at Rome 
with Augustus) incur his displeasure 1) 

Augustus assumes the office of PontifeiL Ma?(imns i&. 

Salome, Herod's sister, foments the quarrel between 
her brother and his two sons. Herod, rendered mis- 
tmstfnl of every one« makes his palace a slaughter house, 
by the victims sacrificed to his jealousy 9 

Herod and hit. sons reconciled by ArchelaoSy king of 
Cappadocia $ 

Herod dedicates the temple ib. 

Herod makes war upon the robbers that infestjndea, 
and cuts off great numbers of them T 

The quarrel between Herod and his two sons being 
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renewed, Herod procares their condemnation, and causes 

them to be strangled at Sebaste 6 

Antipater, his third son, plots against his life ff 

Aogustos orders a survey of the empire ib, 

jEstJs Christ bom ^ tfr. 

The ten of tbe SATioua't birth wsb nnknown for chronologictl 

pnrpoies oiitU ifter tbe beg lonlDf of the sixth century, when 

JMonyshu Exigutu, " n Scythian by birth, and s Roman 

abbot, who flonriihed in the reign of Jostinisn/' brooght it 

into nse, and eompoted It u having occarred a. m. 4004, feeing 

the forty-fonrth year of the reign of AugusUu, reckoned flrom 

the asasBsination of Caesar a> m. 3060 ; althoogh Eutebius had 

placed It in the forty-second, and Tertuliian in the forty- first 

year of that prince. This computation being geaenlly received 

Is called tbe Fuigar, or Common JSra* But some years after its 

adoption, it was discovered to be erroneoos ; because Herod, 

who, according to the testimony of St. Matthew iL 1—18. 

1 survived the birth of Christ, died, according to Jooepkns, 

book xviL cap. 7. la the ihirty-fonrth year of his reign, a. m. 4000, 

B. c. 4, computed from the death of Antigonus, a. m. 3007, 

h B. c. 37. It was therefore necessary to make the Christian aera 

,ij anterior to Uie death of this prince ; and hence it was 

fixed at tlie dose of a. a. 3000, which is the fifth year before 

the commencement of the vulgar aera : consequently the preser- 

I' vation of the old compufhtion imposes upon us the singular 

,j anomaly, " Christ bam a. m 8000, b. c. 5.— See Dr. Cavbb- 

hill's Exposition, orpr. Halk*s Analysis, vol. i. p. 188. 

IK 

Antipater put to death at Rome, by order of Augustus 4 
Herod, on his death bed, devises the slaughter of all the 
most eminent Jews, that there may be a general mourn- 
ing at his death :'bnt the horrible mandate is disobeyed ib. 
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APPENDICES. 



A. 

'' The serpent beguiled me,*' — Gen. iii. 13. 

*' Serpent worship was exceedingly general, especially in 
Egypt and the East, and this is not to be accounted for but 
as it originated from a superstitious fear el the malignant 
demon, who, under that animal form, bronghi.death into the 
world, and bbtained a destructive dominion over men. That 
in ancient sculptures and paintings, the serpent symbol is 
sometimes emblematical of wisdom, eternity, and other moral 
ideas, may be allowed ; but it often appears connected with 
representations, which prove that under this form, the evil prin- 
cipal was worshipped) and that human sacrifices were effered 
to gratify him who was a '< murderer from the beginning." In 
the OH^el pf the ^omb of Psammis, made by Mr. Bblzomi, and 
recently exhibited in London, and in the plates which accom- 
pany his work on Egypt, are seen various representations of 
monstrous serpents, with the tribute of human heads which 
had been offered to them. This is Htill more strikingly exem^ 
pliiied in a copy of part of the interior of an Egyptian tomb, 
at Biban, ol Melook, in Richardson's Travels in Egypt :— 
before an enormous serpent, three men are represented on 
their knees, with their heads just struck off by the execntioner^ 
" while the serpept erects his crest to a level with their 
throats, ready to drink the stream of life as it gurgles from 
their veins.'' This was probably the serpent Typhon of the 
ancieiit Egyptians; the tame as the Python of the Greeks; 
and, as observed by Mr. Faber, *^ the netlon that the Python 
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was oracolar, may have sprang from a recollection of the 
vocal responses which the tempter gave to Eve, under the 
borrowed figure of that reptile/' By consnlting Moonn's 
Hindu Pantheon it will be seen that the serpent Caliya is 
represented as the decided enemy of the mediatorial Ood, 
Krishna, whom he persecutes, and on whom he inflicts various 
snfferingM, though he is at length vanquished. Krishna pressed 
within the folds of the serpent, and then triumphing over him, 
and bruising his head beneath his feet, is the subject of a very 
ancient Hindu bas-relief, and carries with it its own inter- 
pretation." — Watson's Theolog. Instit. 



B. 

** Make thee an ark/'— Gen, vi. 14. 

*'The dimensions of the ark were three hundred cobits la 
length, fifty in breadth, and thirty in height; and it consisted 
of three stories, or floors. Reckoning the cubit at eighteen 
inches, it will be found that it must have been of the burden 
of forty-two thousand, four hundred and thirteen toos. A 
first rate man of war is between two thousand two hundred, 
and two thousand three hundred tons ; and, consequently, the 
ark had the capacity or stowage of eighteen of such ships, 
the largest in present use, and might carry twenty thousand 
men, with provisions for six months, besides the weight of 
eighteen hundred cannons, aud of all military stores. It was 
then by much the largest ship ever built. Can we doubt oi 
its being sufficient to contain eight persons, and abont two 
hundred or two hundred and fifty pairs of four-footed animkls ? 
a number to which, according to Mr. Boffon^ all the various 
distinct species may be reduced, together with all the sub- 
sistence necessary for a twelvemonthi" — Pr. HAi.B't J9ew 
Analysis, vol. i. p. 328. 



C. 

Tlift «iitedtlafi»ii ehnHMinty* MdMrnccs* 
accorduis to the Hebrew l»i(iki»ra tiwm of 16M ye«r«« 

tlie SiUDmritaii v«i«ao« .1807 

tbo SeptoAgiatit or Gcfffc ?trtioii SBM 
Jotophm, thoJewUh hUtorisn 82M 

Tbe postdUvvianclircAologyy^ in. the p^rio4 between the 
dolvge and tbe birth oCTerah, coiitaa<i> 
acoording to Iho Hebrew bible S2i yean* 

: the. Samaritan version . 879 

the Septtagint t lOM 

' JOi^phn». . . OSS 

Whether the; v«rialion4 observable in the above compvta-. 
tioos, arose from aectdeot or desifn^ it ia Mft an easy maHer to > 
determine wi|h certainty. The siilgect is ezamhied at large 
ia the Nmp Am^fmi ^ €kMii^hgj^ by.Br. Halis, voL i. i 9. 
irt^Sy ft»4» to whidi the reader ia.refiwred; the aigoiMnta 
being too eopiona 4br insertion hete.- It m^y 1m neeeasary 
kowover to obfOrve^ that Brv. Halbi^ thisoaghoat die whole of 
his worl(, giVEos a dodded ^releocnre to the dironology of 
JosephoS; whidiy aa m n ind t i by him, interpooes S411 yeara- 
between the Creation and the birth of Christ; whereas, the 
Hebrew chronology, dnring the some period, contains only 
400a years. 

D.. 

** Alt the earth wot of one Umguagef and of one speech,** — 

Gen. xl. 1. 

** Taking liis (Moses's) acconot of tlie creation, as stated 
in bis owo works^ I only mean to observe,, that the Arabic, 

• See note (•) p. 19. 

^ Tie li89.>oPtbs Hfplmiiar my a little tal thste 

;$ceoole(Op.3«^ 
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or, what is Uie same thing, the Hebrew, must have been the 
language of Adam and all his immediate descendants. Moses 
expressly says, that th« ^ name 4fi Paradise' ira's Eden, whieh 
evwy mM knows to «i|^fy pleifstire. -The firit slraii was 
called Adahi, because he ^vMUtlide of (tphar mm imadamak) 
dust of fbe-f^dearthi' 4&^t- wat called by h€f hosbaad Hawah, 
the cautfer ^f life ; because sh€' Was^' sayt the historian, the 
Mother ofali Mnnpw Eve^ too, is recorded in the name nar- 
rative, to have called -Imt first-bom 'son Cain : becanse she 
said, ** Kanithi ish eth Jehoah," !• have gotten ainftn l>om the 
Lord ; and appears to have called lier 'M^ond son Habel, a 
word koolrn to signify vanity. When thta son' Was murdered 
by his brother, she called her third child, lM>r*«ftbr that event, 
Sttlli; becavse tha Lord >(ftath) had given 'Ii6r another seed 
instesd of AbeL.' Vhoa Moser ctyuolegtzeB te omr handy the 
werds -£vle,.CaiD, add Seth, from sentencea spoken bf- the 
persons theraaelveSyand^^ideiitlyln tlieir ewn-tangtiiige.' We 
aiiBleft to Bndout thetteaoing of the rest, whieh/to-a scbeMr, 
is indeed easy. Jhe aiguifiaftttOB of 4lie iiaittie» ef the ^ildrea 
of Cain, sooh aanfiiehdia^y Kanotii, Naanab/ dce« may be 
UMde.oDt with great certmiaty % but what in moft remarkable 
ofiaU| is ihf ee lines in. versev spoken^by Lanetthy llie>deaeend- 
ant of Cain^ ezkctly in the • same'measore aiud form wHb the 
blessing of Jacob, Gen. xlix. The names of the line of 8eth 
are all evidently Hebrew ; some of them componnded with 
the word £1, God. The last of that line before the deloge, 
Nob, was so called by his father, becanse, he said, this child 
will comfort us (innhmenu) for the toil of our hands on the 
ground which the Lord hat)i cur»ed.'' , 

'* After the flood, Noah spoke a series of verses coneemiDg 
bis three sons, which we knowto be the ipii$nma virba of that 
patriarch, iVoirt' the ''use made of the word Japhet (Yapht 
Elohim leyephet) God shall enlarge Japhet ; for the name of 
this son sigoito mUarg^, To this short sammary of facts 
(the last might be much augmented; let us add the weH-knowo 



costom of the ^rritery who teU« the rei&OB why Abrahas, 
Sarai, Isaac, Jacob, and hit twelve cbildreii, received their 
respective naraev ia the saaae maaser that he relates those 
already mentioned. The coBclosion is very plaini and shortly 
this ; either the Hebrew lanfaage was the laagaage of Pa- 
radise , or reajion cannot be employed in formiag any fcriptoral 
criticism/' — ^Brucb's Travels, voL if. book 2. appea. Ko. 2. 

E. 

**AU the Botds that came with Jacob into 'Egypl — were threescore and 
«ix." — Gen. xlvi. 26. — " threescore and ffteen,*^— Acts vii. 14. 

The wives of Jacob's sons, orii^inaUy twelve, were rednced, 
at the period of their agoing %o Egypt, ,to nine^ Jndah's. wiie 
being dead. Gen. xxxviii. 12. and Simeon's also^ (according 
to an opinion fonaded on his yoongesf child Shaai's being 
called thewn of a Canaanitish woman) and Joseph's wife being 
already in £gyp^ These wives* who are expressly excepted, 
6en* xlvi. 26. being added to sixty-six, make seventy:five, 
agreeable to Acts \'ii. 14. Bat from these calculations Jacob, 
Joseph^ and Joseph's two sons are excloded. 

F 

'' The daughters of Israel went yeaiiy id tdment the daughter of \ 
Jephthah the GUeadite^ four' days in a y^ar,** — ^Judg. ii. 10. 

The practice of l^qnenting the def d^ a^s related here, and in 
other parts of scriptnre, once common to .almost every nation 
in the world, still cootinaes in the east. Dr. £. D. Clarke 
and hi? party, when at Grand C^iro, being surprised by a very 
extraordinary noise, fonnd npon inqairy that some female 
monrners were performing the nsual ceremony of lamentation 
for a deceased person. Eager to obtalh information relative 
to this ancient practice, they sent the interpreter to the house 
whence the sound proceeded, tp. ascertain partipal^rs ^Islive 
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to it. '\He told Bs npon his return/' wy Br. Ciarxb, ** that 
we might have the ceremony performed in onr own apart- 
ment!; that the aingeri were women, hired losing and laneiit 
in this manner ; the wealthier the family, the more nnmeroa* 
-were the persona hired, and, of conrae, the loader the lamenta- 
tions; that thoae aingera exhibited the moat fKgfatfnl diator- 
tiona ; havini; their hair dtahevell^d, their clothes torn, and 
their featorea diafigared with paint and dirt ; that they were 
relioTed at intervak by other women aimilarly employed; 
and thn» the ceremony may be continned tor any length of 
time. A principal part of their art conaiata in mingling with 

« 

their Ulolation anch affecting expreaaiona of praise and pity, 
snch a pathetic narrative of the employments, poaaesaiona, 
and cbaracteriatica of the deceaaed, and snch Inqnirlea aa to 
hia reaaona for leaving thoae whom he profeased to love doriog 
life, aa may excite the tenra and sighs of the relations and u 
friends collected abont the corpae. It la therefore evident "^ 
that thia custom (lilee the caMnetMi of the Irish) and thefnnerai **■ 
cry of other nations, areremaina of ceremoniea practlaed in ■•' 
honour of the dead In ahnoat every country In the world. ^ 
They are the aame that Homer deacribes at' the death of ^ 
Hector; (Iliad) and they are frequently alluded to in the * 
acriptarea, but eapecially ao in the following paasage of Jere- 
miah ix. 17 18. ** Call for the mourning women that they maj 
come ; and send for cunning women that they may come ; and 
let them make haate, and take op a wailing for na, that oar 
eyes may ron down with tears, and our eyelids gush out with ^ 
waters."— Dr. Clarke's Travels, vol. v. « 

G. 

** To morrow wiU I bring the loc9ut$ tnto tkg cofut ; miA ihtfi ^ 
shaU amer ike ftue t^f the earth," — Exod. x. 4, 5. 

Locusts are termed by the prophet Joel, ii. 11. **theerm§ i 
•/ the Lord/^ from the military order they appear to observe ; ' 
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''digbaadiag^themaelyesiaad epc^mping inthe eveiihig^ «nd in 
the momiBg reflnmiogAheir flight m Uie dtteotion of ihe wiod^ 
voteM thej meet .wiili.ibod» Nah. UU jlT. Pro v. xxft. 9T. 
Thojr 4sr 41 cDuntleas Imta, Jeoeoi. , alvi. SS» Jiidg* <vU S. 
oceapyiDg, it is said, a space of two or three mileatedengtii, 
bj amiley or .a vile and a iudf iafasadtb^eo ao40'.olisciiTe 
the SOD, rand prodaoe datkiMss a^il':|ihe ieiotli* Jod it. i(^« 
£zod.'X* 16* Thfi soiae maAe hy* 4lieai is^eompatted* to the* 
noise of chariots^ Joekii.d.' a|idi4ilMvpfer tijbeyi settle «h«y 
darken thevlfaKL£aod«»3^a6« If-tthO'^eatberl^'Ooldy-tbey 
CMMiptis ihe &49^[«s.imtil(the.Bitnrflscay'«irheiitthe3r«Mtinie«bieir 
progvew, Nahw ii|. 27. -idlnibiDg ' or 'creepi^ 4n*peifiiot order. 
Regasdiea* of every- obstante they >inOttBtv«he Vnttlie of •eities 
ahkd homely awi'onter tlk^-^mry li^artmisnts. Jd«t ii. 7— -•. 
Hi^ devour every gree« ilie#b; <a«d eiripf the bal*k 'off every 
tree, lExod. x..l&.(15. JoeU. 4, 7,:10/12,1«» Ig, SO. so as to 
leader rthe laad^vifatch iMlbre ^iras as the>gardenof Eden, a 
daselale vnldernees, as if it >had been laid ivaste by fire. 
Joel ii. 8. Tlie noise smaOe by* them, wlien committing tbefar 
nvoges, .is. compared itoitlie' oraoltling -noise of "fire among tiiei 
diy statable, ,or « nighty Jiost^settia 'battle array, ib.S. so 
fearful are the efiectBof theiir devhstatloBs, that every one was 
4iUed with dismay, 16.' 6; apd vainly ^attempted to prevent 
them from settling on tlieir grounds, by making load ilbouts, 
Jer. Ii. 14.' as the Penian -busban^en, Hie inhabitants of 
Egypt, and tbe Nqgai Tartars do to tbit day. What aggra- 
vates this trjemendoas ^dUainilg^'lSy -that ^wh<<tt one host is 
departed, it is snoeeeded by a ieoond, '.and fomefthnet even 
by a'Uiicd or k Ibovth, by vihich^very thing that has escaped 
the ravages of the ipraceding, Us inevithbly eonsumed by the 
hMt compenyr As Arabia is generally eonsfdered an thift 
native country «of' these depredaton, they were carried thenoe 
into Bgypt 'by anteastwiiidy Exod. x.-19. and were removed 
liy a westerlyiv^d, V. li^., whicii blew fromtheMediterraiiean 
Sea, (that lay to the north-west of that oooatry) and wafted 

QO 
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them into the Red Sea, where they perished. On their de- 
parture from a country, they leave their fetid excrenenti 
behind them, which pollute the air, and inyriads of their eggs 
deposited in the ground, whence. issues in the following year 
a. new. and more numerous army. 

'' They are generally carried off into the. sea by the winds, 
where they perish, and Hieir dead hodiea putrifying on the 
shore, dmii a mostoffensWe, and, (it is. said) sometlmea ereo 
a fatal anwlU— These predatory locusts are larger than those 
which Bomethnes visit the southern parts of Europe, being tws 
or three inches long, and as thich^as a man's finger. From thdr 
beads being shaped like that of a horse,. the prophet Joel says 
tliat thif^ have ihe-Mppfanmce tfhonea; and, on account of tlieit 
celeri ty, they are compared to honeBien on full gallop^ Joel ii. 4. 
and also to horses prepared for battle, Rev. ix« 7. The locust 
has a large open month ; and in. Us jaws it has- four IncisiYe 
teeth, which, traverse each other like scissors, and from their 
mecbaaism are calculated to grasp and cut every thing of which 
they lay hold. These teeth are so sharp and strong, that the 
prophet, by a bold figure, terms them the the tutKof agrmt 
Uon,, Joel.i# 6. . In order to mark the certainty, variety, and 
extent of the depredations of the locnsts, not fewer than eight 
or nine different appellations^ expressive of their nature, are 
given to them in the sacred writings^ 

'< Such are the Scripture accounts of this ticmendeui 
scourge, which are corroborated by every traveller who hat 
visited the east. Tl^e. quantity of these insects, (to whose de- 
vastations Syria,' Egypt, and Persia, together with the whole 
middle part of Asia ^e subject) is incredible to. any person 
who has noit himself witnessed .their astonishing numbers*— 
9lipuld the .wind Mow briskly,— they afford tlive^ idea.of that 
similitude' of the psahaiaty^eix. SSiof bemg twsfd Mfi4md imm 
«f the UicugU. Wherever they alight the land is coveted, with 
t4Kn,foj the apace of several leagues, aadeometiiaes they fonn 
a M six or seven inches thick,— the verdure of the country 
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disappears, as if a c6Veiittg liad been remOTed ; trees and 
plants stripped of their leaves^ and redaced to liieir naked 
boughs and stems, cause the dreary image of winter to socceed, 
in an instant, to the rich seenery of the spring. — Should the 
inhabitants dig pits and trenches, and fill them with water, 
or kindle fires of stubble therein, to destroy them, rank presses 
on rank, fills up the trendies and extniguishes the fires. 
Where 'these swarms are extremely numerous they climb over 
every thing in their way, entering the inmost recesses of the 
hottsei^, adhering to the Tery clothes of the inhabitants, and 
Infesting their food. Pliny relates that in some' parts of 
Ethiopia, the inhabitants lived upon nothing but locusts salted, 
and dried in the smoke ; and that the Parthtans also accounted 
them a pleasant article of ibod. The modern Arabs catch great 
quantities of locusts of which they prepare a dish by boiling 
them with salt, and mixiiig a little oil, butter or fat; some- 
times they toast them before a fire, or soak them in warm 
water, and without any other caUnary process, deirour almost 
every part except the wings. They are also sai^ to be some- 
times piclded in vinegar. The locusts which formed part of 
John the Baptist's food, Mark i. 6. were these insects, and 
not the fruit of the locust trec^^-^Rev. T. H. Hornk's Introd. 
vol. iii» part 1. c. 2. 



H. 



" He turned, the sea into dry Umd: theg ivetU through th^ flood on 
foot: there did we r^oiee in him.** — Psl. li»i. 6. 

The waters in the northern part of the Arabian Gulf appear 
to have been anciently denominated the Sea of £dom, because 
the children of Esau, called also Edom, or Red, Gen. xxv. 30. 
settled upon its shores. This appellation the Greeks trans- 
lated ThtHaMU Erythra^ and from them the Latins termed it 
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Jforf JMnoHy or Red S«a. By tiie H«brew» it .ws» catted 
Fdl» A|iA,< iMQiUy traoglated^the IFMdlr Sm; bat since Mr. 
B««ccy who ext>lored its vhde dxteiit, declared lliat lie never 
SAW « weed^iB it» the appellatioB hat been tefeiired to the 
eond trees- with which it abodnds^ The a|ipeat«nee of this 
term in scriptarey before the completion, ci the ExodnS) has 
probably earned a difficulty in tracing its etymology ; because 
although f\yo titph aigniliea m weedf yet, according to sonie 
celebrated Hebrew lexidographers^ it alsomeanatojl|jiisfc,ts 
eatuume, U put m eM «0^ Gen.jdz. 16, 17. Psll IxsriiL 19. 
Ban. ii^ 44. to aeeompUthwf^^Iikik. ir. SS. iwpefM^l Sam. 
XKVi, 19. to deMtrofff to aweep awayy Gen.xviii« S9, 24. Prov. 
xilf. 3S. And therbfoi'e Yam Suphmny be as correctly ren- 
dered <ll«i5Ma/2>erlnw<ssi»as the fPtfeAy 5^ The latter desifp- 
nttfioiif is^ ilkdeedy yetf obscurely acconnted for ; whereas that 
osemorable eventyWhieh^its namey wkajterer it may signify, wiH 
never eeaae to brUig to i«colleodDB*-*Che anaiiillation of the 
mighty armyofPharoah^ ^^oints it ont'pre-emlnently na the iSles 
of DettruHUm. The objectibn too againijt this expKe^tkmr*' 
its bearing the name opparentfy before the olrcnmstance oc- 
curred,, becomes of little weight when it is reooUeeted' that in 
the' rerisleB of the sacred books by some anthorfaed: iddli^ldMl 
in later times, (probably Ezra) such alterations were made in 
the names of places, as circumstances had rendered necessary : 
thus, for instance, mention is made of Dan, Gen. xir.l4« though 
the place did not bear that name until some centuries after. 
Judges xviii. 29. But there is no necessity for going thus far 
to account for the use of this term in'£xod.xili. 18: Mosea wrote 
the Exodusi uttd subseqaent part of his history^ whilst in the 
wilderness ; and, in so. doing, uied such names as he and his 
people had affixed to the various places, where any thing re- 
markable bad occurred, to preserve the remembrance of the 
fact. The narrative of the journeys of the Israelites, Numb. 
xulIiL sufficiently attests this ; and it is not easy to assign aoy 



isean)& for » deviation on^this memorable occaBion. The oiuae 
Yam Si^kj indicatiog perhaps the aecompliahment of Israers 
deliverance^ and the fuythmni of prophecies and promt^eit^ 9» 
well as the destruction viUch- swept away their foes, was calcih* 
lated to awaken every succeeding generalion to thereooUection' 
of the neWe works that God has done in the old time before 
them* That it did produce sueh effects, the Jewish, history 
amply proves: jt was a memorial of a most signal interpositionv 
•f Divine providence in tlieir behalf, and a pledge of. his 
po^er^ at all times,, to redeem his chosen. 
. Mr« BRucB^who appears to have identifieitthat part of the 
westens coast* -of the Red Sea at which the Israelites began* 
to attempt the. passage over to^(he opposite shore,, after mi- 
nntely describing It, tbas introduces his opinion, concerning: 
.this stnpendens nurader ''it was proposed to^Mr- Niebuhp, 
when in £gypt,.to inqnire apon the spot, whether there were 
not some ridges^ of recks, where the water v^as- shallow, so 
ftat aa army, at particular times, might pass over ?: Secondly, 
whether the Etesian winds>- which blew strongly all .th&snBi»> 
mer from the nortfa-west, could no^ Mow sostcengly against 
the sea, as to keep> it back on a heap, so^that the Israelites 
might have passed without a mivaclet A*' copy of these 
quedea was left for me to join my inquiries- likewise." 

** But I must confess, however learned the gefi!tleme» were 
who proposed &ese donbts, I did not think they merited any 
attention.. This- passage, we are all toidjn. scripture,, was a. 

• According to this cerebrated travener» Pihahiroth, near to wbicb tbe 
israeUtes encamped, means the mouth of the vaUey of Badeab, opening intb» 
a- narrow tract of coantry, forming part of the irestem coast of tBe Red Sea:. 
The pauag» of Moses with Us people seems to becommemovated iU'. tlw^ 
name yet borne by tlie north c^>e of the bay opposite to Riliahicoth, Ras 
lVhtsa,.the Cape qf Moses* Aboat this part of the coast, where from many 
reasons^, be supposes the I»raelite»effiBCted their passage, the space aereas ie 
lather les8thaafoi»loagne8>.faaTing.fonrteeaflithoms of watet in thechanafTj 
and abont nine ia the sides^ and very good anchorage every where*- Tbir 
opposite coast is low and sandy, and'a very easy landing pfeiccK 

CG 2. 
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Wbtticaroiis dne: if so, we hate ifiothin'g to do With nataral 
ciiises. If we do not belieire Moses, we need not believe the 
tl-ansactlon at all, seeing that from his anthority alone we 
derive it. If weheUeTe in Ood, that he made the sea, we aioit 
believe tliat he could divide it when he sees proper reason; 
and of that he must be the only judge. It is no greater mi- 
racle to divide the Red Sea, than to divide the river Jordan. 

** If the Etesian wind, blowing from the tforth-west in smr 
mer, conid heap np the sea as a wsdl, on the right or to tie 
south, fifty feet high; still the difficulty woulJ rfenaUi, of 
building the wall on the left hand, or to the north. Besides, 
water standing in that position for a day, must have tost the 
nature of fluid. Whence came that cohesion of pwttclei 
that hindered Aat wall to escape at the sidei? This is as 
great a miracle as that of Moses. If the Ktesiah winds had 
done this once, they mnst hkVe repeated it many a time 1>efore 
and since from the same cause. Yet IModorus Siculua sayi 
the Troglodytes, the indigenous inhabitants of that very spot, 
had a tradition from father to son, from the remotest ages, 
that once a division of the sea did happen there, and that after 
lekvingits l)ottom somethne dry, the sea again came bade, and 
covered it with great 'fui7. The words of this author are of 
the most remarkable kind. We cannot think this heathen is 
writing in favour of revelation. He Inew hot Moses, nor 
says a word about Phkraoh and his host, but records the 
miracle of the divisibn of the water in words nearly as strong 
as those of Moses, from the months of unbiassed, undesigning 
pagans. 

'^ Were all these difficulties surmounted, what could we do 
with the pillar of fire ? The ahswer fs, we should not believe 
it. Why then believe the passage at all? We have no an- 
thority for the one but what is for the other. It is altogether 
contrary to the ordiiiary natnfe of thihgs, and if riot a miracle, 
it mnst be a fable." — Travels, vol. ii. 
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*' A Und 6/ deserts And of pitSy a land of droughty tmd of the 
shadow of death, a iand that notnan pasud through, and where 
no man dwelt" — Jerem. ii. 6. 

* ■ * 

*' The Yast Desert ^ Andna^ reaching from the eastern side 
of the Red Sea te the confines of the land of Canaan^ in which 
the children of Israel ^ojonrBed after their departure from 
Egypty is in the sacred writinga. particnlarly called Ths 
DtiiBliT ; Tery nvmerona are the allasions made to it, and to 
the divine protection and support, which were extended to 
them during their migration. Moses, when reqafiit^ating 
their varioQS deliverances,, terms this desert a desert land and 
waste howling wlUemess, Dent. xxni. 10. and thai great and 
terribte uMemesBf wherein were fiery serpents, seorpUns^ and 
drought, inhere there was no water* Dent. viii. 15. Tlie prophet 
Hosea de«citi[)es.it as a land of great drought, xUi. 5. Bnt the 
most miimt^ de«cripti<w is that in Jer. ii. 6.;—a land of deserts 
flul o/pUsy a land of droughty and of the shadow <tf deaths a land 
ikat no man passed through, and where no fnan dwelt. These 
characteristics of the -desert* parftcnlarly the want of water, 
will account for the repeated murmnrlngs of the Israelites 
both fbr feed and iHrater, (especially the latter) and the ex- 
tremity of their sufferings is thus concisely, but most emphati- 
cally, ponHrayed hy the psalmist, cvii. 6. Hungry and thirsty, 
THBiB SOUL rAiNTan til (ft€«i.''-~ReT. T. H» Hoami'f Introd. 
vol. iii. part 1. b. 3. 

M. 6. Bblzomi, when on his journey -irom the ruins of 
Berenicfe to the Nile^ passed through a desert, of which he 
gives the fottowtng mittifte and terrific description : 

** It is difficult to ibrm a correct idea of a desert withoht 
having been in one ; it is an endless plain of sand and 9toneii ; 
sometimes inteiteixed with mountains of aU sixes and heights, 
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withoot roads or shelter, — ^without any sort of produce for food. 
The few scattered trees and shmbs of thormiy that only ap- 
pear when the rainy season leaves some moistare, bare^ serve 
to feed wild animalsy and a few birdst Every thing is left to 
nature ; the wandering inhabitants do not care to cultivate 
even these few plants, and when there is no more of them in 
one place, they go to another. When the trees become old, 
and lose their Tegetation in such cUmates as these, the saoy 
vrhich constantly beams npon them, bams anidrednces then 
to ashes. I have seen many of them entfareljr bnrnt. The 
other smaller plants have no sooner risen o«t of the enrth than 
they are dried np, and all take the coloar of straw, with the 
exception of the plant hanuk; this falk off beibre- it in dry. 
Speaking in general of a desert, there are few springs of 
water, some of them at the distance of four, six, and eight 
days'' jonmey from one another, and not aM of sweet water; 
on the contrary, it is generally salt or bitter, s» that if the 
thirsty traveller drinks of k^ it increases his thhrst, and he 
suffers more than before; but when the dreadlhl calamity 
happens that the next well, which is so anxiously sought for, 
is found dry, the misery of such a situation cannot be well 
described; The camels, which afford the only means of escape, 
are so thirsty that they cannot proceed to another well ; and 
if the travellers kill them to extract the little liqnid which 
remains in thefar stomachs, they themselves cannot advance 
any farther; The situation must be dreadful, and admita of 
no resource. I must not omit what i have been told happens 
in such cases. 

**' Many perish victims of the most horrible thirst. It is -then 
that the value of »c»p of water is really felt. He that has a 
xenxaXria of it is the ridiest of all. In such a case there is no 
distinction ; if the master has none,^ the servant wili not give 
k to him,, for very few are the instances where a man will 
volnntasily lose hie life to save that of another, particularly 



A;RF»»9it^Bai 34d 

in a oaravaiiy in the desert; wbtore people are strangers to each 

other. Whet a sitoaiion for a mau> tfaovgh a rieh one, per? 

haps the owner of all the caravans ! He i» dying for a cup of 

water^^-no. one gives it to faini^<-he offers all he possesseft— 

ao one hears him*^they ace all dying— though by walking a 

few hours farther they might be 8aved>'~*the camels are lying 

do^n, and caiM^ot be made to rise"- no one has strengtb to 

walk-^on^he that has a glass of tibat precious liquor lives to 

walk a' mile farther, and perhaps dies too»«— In short, to be 

thirsty iw a jdesert, without water, exposed to the burning 

sun, wi^outsahel^r, and no hopes of finding either, is the 

most terrible situation, that a man can be placed in ; and^ I 

beUfOTe, one of 4be greatest snfferUigs that a human being 

can sustain: the eyes grow inflamed, tte tongue and Ups 

swell : a hollow sound is heard in the ears, which brings on 

deafness, and the brains appear to^grow thick and inflamed : 

all these feelings arise from die want of a little water. In 

the midst of all this misery, the dec^eitfol morasses appear 

before the' traveller at no great distance, something like a 

lake or river of clear fresh- water. The deception of this 

phenomenon is well known, as I mentionc|d before, but it does 

not fail to invite the lonf>ing traveller towards that element, 

and to put lUm in remembrance of the happiness of being on 

such a epot. If perchance a traveller is not undeceived, he 

hastens his pace to reach it sooner ; the more he advances 

towards it, the more it go,e& from him, till at last it vanishes 

entirely^ and the deluded passenger often asks where is the 

water he saw at no great .distance : he can scarcely believe 

that he was so dece.lved; he protests that he saw the. waves 

running before the wind, and the reflection of the high rocks 

in the water, 

'' If, unfortunately, any one falls sick on the road, there is no 
alternative ; he must endure the fatigue of travelling on a 
camel, which is tronl>lesome even to healthy people, or he 
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most be left behind on the land, witfaent any MitsUaoey and 
remain so till a slow death comes to relieve him. Wliat h<HTor ! 
What a bratal proceeding to an unfortunate sick man ! No 
one remains with him, not even his old and faitlilal servant $ 
no one will stay and die with him ; all pity his fate, bat no 
one will be his companion. Why not stop the whole caravan 
till he is better, or do what they can for the best till he dies? 
No, this delay cannot be, it will put all in danger of perishing 
of thirst if they do not reach the next well in such a time; 
besides, they are ail different parties generally of. merchants 
or travellers, who will not only refuse to pnt thenuelTes in 
danger, bat will not even wait a few honrs to save the life €i 
an individual, whether they know him or not." — Narrative of 
Operations in Egypt, ^Iec. p. 341. 



K. 

*' Deliver him into the hands of the avenger of blood, that he nuuf 

die.''— Dent. xix. 12. 

Goel ha-dam rendered Josh. xx. 8. and elsewhere, the 
atenger of blood, properly signifies the de/Ued with blood; 
and was, among the Arabs and Hebrews, an individual, upon 
whom, from proximity of kindred, devolved the duty of aveng- 
ing with his own hand, the death of a murdered relative. 
Until this was effected, he was considered as stained teith hie 
blood ; and was accounted infamous, if, from any cause what- 
ever, it was neglected. This word, like others, in process of 
time, was extended beyond its primitive meaning, and was 
ultimately used to designate the nearest relative, as in Ruth 
iv. 1. Tt is used by Job, xix. 25. to signify a Redeemer, and 
IS applied to God ; ** who will re-demand onr ashes from the 
earth :" and by Moses, Oen. xlviit. 10. Exod. vi. 0. to signify 
rescue and deliverance. To the Goel it pertained, as a rela- 
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live* to n4[e0ii ,tbe Imfcl.told \ff his kioiman, I^ev. xxv. 26^ 
2T. ftnii t» bim TiMlittttion of good* atolen wan to be inad6y if 
the proprietor were dead* 

Tlie retaliation of murder by tlie hands 4>f the Ooel, seems 
from the high antiqaity of the practice, jto have sprang up in 
patiiarcfaal times, probably by? patriarchal appointment, to 
seeave the execntion of the Noachic law. Gen. ix. 6. '< TTAoso 
9ked4«tkfium'$^l09dj by imm shaU kU Uood be Bhed." But whe- 
ther tfaa pMriardbsi in their capacities as magistrates, first 
gave judgment, before permitiiag tiie QoHl to .tali^e revenge, 
does flo^ appear ; althoogh it is hardfy probable they would 
suffer 'an u&iiitantional manslayer to be put to death. This 
restnctioq, howeter, if it..ever!,exbted, was ultimately set 
aside; and revenge, in. all its horrors, superseded retrilMitive 
jttslice. S tiimiAated by false notioas of honour, which made it 
impe'rativeio-retoliate themurder ,iand decreed indelible infamy 
to him who ne^ected it, tbe.Ooe| pursued the unhappy culprit, 
vhe^er ade«gning or iiniatentional murderer,. with a.malig* 
oity whkph nftitiier time sor.circimfttaBces could mitigate; 
aadAvaiil^dhuaaelf of every stratagem, however treacherous, 
to dream vept his prey. ' 

Tile codaequenisefr^of sadi a state of things is obvious. A 
mnrderer seeding, .and, in cafes deservin^^ it, finding protec* 
tion inthe bosom of his family, converted a private animosity 
into a family fend. One aj^^sston made way for another, 
and odIj served .to> increase the thirst of revenge ; andthas 
not nnfreqaently a quarrel was perpetuated from generation 
to generatiOfi. riTfae histories, of >the Arabs, and otjber Asiatic 
tribes, the American IndianSriMad of the Scottish daps, afford 
numeroQS instances in proof of this baneful practice, by which 
children were noiade amenable for the conduct of their fathers. 
To the aame cause may., be* attributed the cruel . practice of 
many of the aitdent v^arriors; of sftcrificing prisoners taken in 
battle, to the manes of their ancestors. Thus Pyrrhns sacrl* 
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fie«4 PrUim, thenged king of TroyyaddAilsbelitnMdiagbter, 
Polyxens, to appeiafte the aogry muies 4if At^tet, hisfilher : 
and Hannibal, the Carthaginian, son ofOisgo; at the ea|it8re 
of Hymera in Sicily, «lew three thonsand piwoners, on the 
▼ery spot where his grandfather had 'been killed. 

The laws of Moses, while they reoognlece the rights 'Of the 
Go€l to their fiiil extent, as already existing aaiong the He- 
brews, were evidently designed to render them as fnnoxioM 
to society as possible, without appearing to de|>five Ihe 
people of privileges granted by long |iresdriptloo. -Six cities 
of the Levltes were ordained to beCttiei^ of Helbge, fo wUcb 
the unintentional man-shiyer night flee. The roads to these 
were to be made and kept good,'8nd every facility aflbrded to 
enable him to eifect his eseafpe.' Bat as orfminaii weteUkely 
to endeavonrto avttil themseli^ of tlieie asylnnw,* everf'Caie 
was sobjected to a severe serntiny ; If the mnrd^rer wiw foond 
guilty, he was delivered by the 'anlhor^es, as ia-AbfrnUit 
and Persia, into the hands of the C^Odl, vdio was not snibred 
to compromise t* if he was aeqnitted of desigti^ he was never- 
theless confined to the City of JRefsge wtthettt power te 
parchase his liberty until the death of the high priest. Bat 
if the Ooel overtook bhn before he reached* the CiQr of Be- 
fhge, or found him wichoot the waBs after he had been 
acquitted of intentional -murder^, he was at liberty to put hua 
to death. In this manner Moses seonred the hifuoor of die 
Goei, and, at the same time, punished the iaadvertenoe whieh 
had cost^e life of a fellow cireftture. — See Numb. xxxv. 9— 
34. Dent. xlx. 1—13. Jofth. xx — ^Consult MicnABUs's 
Comment, vol. iv. Art. 274^-476. 



• " The Lstia word asylum, iued for a sandoSry or i^lase of lelhf e, hat 
io near an aflloity with the Hebraw wioid TttfH €tkel, d free or frv0e»«B to 
nahe it poolMa»le> that the aaarod groves were the andent placet of refiifCf 
and that the Romans derived the use of them from the eastern ■atioos-'''- 
Jftvaiifos's Jewish Antiquities. 
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21, 22. and of Hannah, 1 Sam. i. 11. ; because or makes the 
latter clanseof the vow tautological, every thing offered upon 
the altar being the Lord's in the scripture sense. 

2« Jephthah's vow is mentioned precisely in the same words 
as that of the Israelites, when they devoted Arad, one of the 
CanaanitUh princes, to cherem, or utter destrQctkon: Vmfidtar 
Jepkihah nedcTf and Jephthah vowed a vow — ^Judg^ xi. SO. 
Vayidar Israel neder, and Israel vowed a. vowy Numb. xxi. 2. 
and hence it is most evident that neder by no means implies 
the power of redemption. 

3. That though the apprehended loss of life was not lamented, 
but her unmarried condition, yet her grief, and that of her 
father, arose principally from the consideration that the family 
name would be extinguished in Israel, as is clearly expressed 
Judges xi. 34, 37— 3Q. 

That the requirement of two months for the purpose of 
lamentation was absurd, if she had a Ufe*time before her« 

That Jewish history does not furnish a single instance of a 
female, not a captive, being devoted to the Lord. 

That as no vow was binding, unless uttered by the. lips^ 
Numb. XXX. 3—14. Dent, xxiii. 21—23. Psl. Ixvi. IS, 14. 
and Judg. xi. 35, 36. the vow of Jephthah did not impose a 
state of celibacy on his daughter. 

That celibacy is hostile to the divine laws, pstriarohal or 
Mosaic, and was altogether repugnant to the genius and man- 
ners of the Jewish people ; who, so far from considering snch 
a state acceptable to God, deemed it accursed, PsL Ixxviii. 
63. and that Jewish history does not furnish one solitary in* 
stance of such an act of devotion.* 

That had such a state even been recognised by the Mosaic 
laws, it could have had no connexion with a consecration to 



• " This species of holiness, or religion* is so (q>posite to every aataial Met 
of Uie Imman mind, tiat it is no wonder ancient nstiont never ctnnbled apon 
it, and that so strange a piety should liave waited some thoniand years for 
an inventor." 
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thie tabernacle service ; becaase it is notorious tbat devotion 
to the Lord's sertice never imi>Iied celibacy ; for the priests in 
constant attendance at tbe altar were taecessitated to marry, 
as the sacerdotal office was made hereditary in one family ; 
andevela the Naaarites, devoted from their birth to God, were 
allowed to ttkt wives^ as is instanced in the cases of Samson 
and SamueU 

Tbat the sangainarywarftre commenced by the Ephraimites 
against Jephthah, militates forcibly against the idea that the 
Gileaditish chief sent his daughter as a devotee to the taber- 
nacle ; becanse it was then at Shiloh in the tribe of Ephraim; 

4. That though the verb Humbl signifies to t^teane^ yet the 
passage, if r^Mlered agreeably to the luwaH translation of the 
particle (V) le, reads to reheane cokceminf, S^c* 

That an annual visit to her» had she been doomed to ce- 
libacy and to the service of the tabernacle, far from having 
a consolatory effect, was rather calculated to revive that pun- 
gent grief which her unhappy doom had justly ^xdted. 

6. That many things to which no particular censure ts affixed 
in scrlptare, are spfficiently reprobated by the divine law, 
which requires man to do justly^ to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with his God. 

0. That the appearance of Jephthah's name among the 
worthies mentioned by St. Paul, no more exempts him from 
the imputation of the offence, than the mention of Samson and 
Pavid exonerates them from the sins laid to their charge by 
the sacred writers.* 

Though the arguments adduced to prove the immolation of 
the hapless victim seem to preponderate, yet if this view of the 
case were fully established, it would not impugn Judaism, and 
certainly not Christianity. Human sacrifices, common to almost 
all pagan nations, were an abomination in the sight of God; and 

* The tettfanonjr of Josephas is also adduced in sopport of the opinion tbat 
Jephthah sseriflced his dauchter ; and the story of the saerifloe of IphJgenhi 
is usually considered as a corrupt tradition of the same circmnstance* 
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when the -Israelites adopted them, his wrath was kindled 
against them, '* insomuch that he abhorred his own inherit- 
ance." Having mingled with the Canaanites, however, they 
learned their works ; and vacillating perpetually between God 
and Baalim, it is impossible to say to what extent idolatrous 
notions and practices were amalgamated with their religion. 
That Jephthah himself, if he sacrificed his danghter, was 
actuated by what he conceived to be eomadentious motives, 
will be readily admitted ; and his sense of doty, thongh er- 
roneous, must have been rery strong to enable him to outrage, 
in so violent a manner, all the sympathies of nature'. Con- 
sidering tiie state of Israel in general, and that of Oilead In 
particular, at this period ; and above all Jephtfaah's former 
habits of life, it is more than probable he knew little of the 
Mosaic law. But even had it been otherwise, an erroneous 
explication of that remarkable clause. Lev. zxrii. 28, 29. 
generally considered as referring solely to criminals and public 
enemies, might have led him to the accomplishment of his tow. 
— See the Comm. of Michaelis, Scott, Stacxhousb, Jeh- 
HiNGS, &c. on tlie passage. 

M. 

'^ Three timee in the year all thy males shall, appear hefort the Lord 

Gtfd.''— Exod. xxiii. 17. 

Thnce in the year all the malen in Israel were obliged, by 
law, to assemble at the place where the sanctuary stood, — 
at the Feast of the Passover, the Feast of Pentecost, and the 
Feast of Tabernacles. Dent. xvi. IC. 

The Passover, or Feast of unleavened bread, began in the 
evening subsequent to the 14th day of Abib, the first moon of 
the Israelitish year ; which, thongh it cannot be exactly ac- 
commodated to our month, always fell within it. Abib sig- 
nifies the ear-moon, because in its course^ ripe ears of com 
may always be had in Palestine. On the i6th day, the second 



APPSNDICSS. 



353 



day of the feast, the first fimiU of the ripe ears of corn were 
presented to God ; Lev. xxiii. 9—11. and from that day they 
were permitted to begin harvest, which commonly lasted 
sevea weeks, because in the colder paru of Palestine it did 
not commence nearly so soon as in the warmest. Every 
Israelite who absented himself, without absolute necessity, 
from the Paschal Sacrifice, subjected himself to extirpation 
from among the people. Numb. ix. 13. 

The Feast of Weeks, or Pentecost, began on the 50th day, 
reckoning from the 16th of the first moon. like the Feast of 
the Passover it lasted seven days. This was properly the 
harvest festival, when they ofiered thanksgivmgs to God for 
his bounties, presenting unto him the first fruits, in bread 
made of the new com. Exod. xxiii. 16. Lev. xxiii. 14—21. 
Nnmb. xxviii. 26—41. 

The Feast of Tabernacles, in commemoration that the 
Israelites dwelt in booths when the Lord brought them forth 
out of Egypt, began on the 14tb day of the seventh moon, and 
lasted eight days. Lev. xxiii. 33—44. 

Some persons have supposed that the whole of these seven- 
day festivals elapsed in perfect idleness : but this is erroneous. 
The first and last days were sabbaths in which work was pro- 
hibited. Lev. xxiii. 1—7. 21, W, 36, 39. but on other days 
the people might labour if they pleaited. The word m ehagg^ 
used by Moses in ordaining a festival, does not mean abdi' 
utnee frmn Ubour ; but, as among the Arabs, either to go a 
pUgrimagey (which signification seems to have arisen from the 
old Arabs, before Mafaomet's time, being obliged, as his 
followers now are, to make a pilgrimage at their festival, to 
the Caaba of Mecca) or, to go round in a circle; that is, to msdie 
a procession round the holy places. 

The rejoicings before the Lord, as these'festivities are termed. 
Bent. xii. 18. xiv. 26. consisted in offerings, and offering- 
feasts, and In dances, accompanied by hymns, in whidi the 

Deity and his bounty were celebrated ; in other words. It 

HH 2 
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domiftvd fa t>letsur« bHited witli religion, and tfietvby k«pt 
Within due boniids, moraMied and sanctiHed. Of thit deserip- 
tl«n were mttaj of the pagan festal saleiinilties, whflsii* fram 
the laidt of their abomiftiable flieologyy at length, burst the 
hottnds of deeency, and passed into absolate impurity. 

Besides the porposes of religion to which these fetfhrab 
Were primarily subservient^ they had, in other respeeta, veiy 
salutary influences on the connnunity. The whole people 
thus became more closely connected, and regarding each 
other as fellow citizens and bretfiren, were not so llkaiy to split 
faito different states : for each of the trlbei had its own com- 
mon-weal, and sometimes one was jealous of anotfier. The 
faitemal commerce of the country was promoted, no Aanbt, 
ton great extent ; as from the annual conventions of the whole 
people of any country for religions porposes, there g ene r a lly 
nrise, without any direct intention on their part, ammal fuirs, 
and internal traffic. Hence originated the German fldrs, 
caHed Messen or Masses, because in fbrmer days the people 
assembled in particular places, where masses were said In 
niemory of different saints. Hence, also, the annnnl pil- 
grimage of the Mahometans to Mecca, has given birth to 
'one of the greatest markets in the world. — See MicAaujs's 
Comm. on Laws of Moses, vol. iii. c. S. part 5« Art 19^—198. 



N. 



** Ye s&att make images of your emerode, and tmagee rf your mUe 
that mar the land*'* — 1 Sam. vt. 6. 

The presentation of votive offerings as acknowledgments 
to the gods, obtained among the Pliilistines, Hindoos, and 
Greeks ; and was probably common to the pagan world. In 
Greece, the eyes, the feet, the hand^, and sometimes an entire 
effigy, was, on the recovery of a sick person, formed in marble, 
WAX, e&rthenware, and sometimes of vtery costly materials. 
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sttlttM* to dM rtnk of the doaor, wid offered to a propitions 
4eity» On the bfarth of a child, a repr^fentatioa of a girdle 
was offered to IKatia; ott an eseape from the dangem of die 
ocean, mariners ptesented offnings in the temple of Neptone; 
and on recovery firoa sicknese, acknowtedgments, indicatiye 
of the nature of the disease, were made to Ascolapins* These 
offerings were soMetinMs fixed in the reeks near the precincts 
of the baiMing ; sometimts to the waUs and coluains of the 
edifice, and not un^eqeently to tha statue of the god. Even 
the* v«ry medicine was sometimes deposited: and it is worthy 
of notice, that from a list of remedies collected in the temples, 
Hippocrates, of Cos, the famons physician, ftamed his Art of ' 
Medichie ; and reduced the practice of physic to a syetem. 

This practice, which evidently originated in a deep oon* 
sdovsness that every blessing was dispenaed by some divine, 
superintending agency, descended into the Christian church-; 
and may yet he traced in conntriee whom the Greek and 
lioman Catholic religions are professed, and also to Denmark 
and Norway ••>'*49ee Dr. £. d. CLARKn's Travis, vol. v. 

O. 

** do up bifore me unto ihe high placed* — 1 Sam. ix. 19. 

** In the emly ages of the worid, the devotion ef mankind 
seems to have delighted greatly in groves, woods, and moon* 
tains, not only because these revered places v^ere naturally 
fitted for contemplation, but probably also because they kin- 
dled a certain sacred dread in the mhid of the worshipper. 
It is certahi that nothing was more ancient in Ihe east, than 
altars surrounded by groves and trees, which made the place 
very shady anddelightfiil in those hot countries. Ifln idolaters 
in the first ages of die world, who generally worshipped the 
stin, appear to have thought it improper to straiten and confine 
the supposed infiniteness of this imaginary deity wiAin walls, 
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and therefore tbey generally made choice of hlllt andmoun- 
tainsy as the most eoBvenient places for their idolatry ; and 
when in after times they had brought in the ose of temples, 
yet for a long time they kept them open-roofed.'^. 

** But at length these hills and groves, as they were more 
retired and shady, became so mnch the fitter for the exercise 
of their diabolical rites, and for the commission of the obscene 
and horrid practices that were nsoally perpetrated there.-— 
On this account Ood expresily commanded the Israelites, that 
tbey should utterly destroy all the places wherein the nations 
of Canaan, whose land they should possess, served their gods 
upon the high mountains and upon the hills ; and to pay their 
devotions and bring their oblations to that place only which 
Ood should choose." 

'' It should, however, be recollected, that there were two 
kinds of high places, one frequented even by devout worship- 
pers who lived at a distance from Jerusalem, and made use of 
by them in sacrificing, and for other religions purposes ; and 
which were tolerated contrary to the divine command, by such 
of their kings who otherwise are said to be pious princes. 
The other kind of high places were such as were considered 
as abominable from the first institution, and made the recep- 
tacle of idolatry and wickedness. These last were the high 
places which Asa took away ; but those where Ood alone was 
worshipped, had obtained so long, and were looked upon with 
so sacred a veneration, that for fear of giving a general offence 
he did not venture to abolish them." Mention is made of 
them daring the reigns of most of the succeeding Jewish 
princes ; but *' at length good king Josiah — utterly cleared the 
land firom the high places and groves, and purged it from 
idolatry ; but as the four succeeding reigns before the Baby- 
lonish captivity, were very wicked, we may presume that the 
high places were again revived, though there is no mention 
of them after the reign of Josiah."— Rev. T. H, Horxk's 
Jntrod. part iii* c. !• i 8. 
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P. 



'' The hmue and lUeage of David." — Lake ii. 4. 



1 Abraham 


2 Isaac 


3 Jacob 


4 Judah 


6 Pharez 


6 Hezron 


7 Ram 


8 Amminadab 


9 Nahshon 


10 Salmon, who mar« 


Tied Rahab 


11 Boaz, who mar- 


ried Rath 


12 Obed 


13 Jesse 


14 David 



1 Solomon 

2 Rehoboam 

3 Abijah 

4 Asa 

5 Jehoshaphat 

6 Jehoram 
Ahaziah 
Joash 
Amaziah . 

7 Uzziah 

8 Jotham 

9 Ahaz 

10 Hezekiah 

11 Manasseh 

12 Amon 

13 Josiah 



1 Jeconiab 

2 Salathiel 

3 Zerabbabel 

4 Abind 

6 Bliakim 

6 Azor 

7 Sadoc 

8 Achim 

9 Eliad 

10 Eleazar ' 

11 Matthan 

12 Jacob 

13 Joseph 

14 Christ 



14 Jehoiakim 
See Gen. xxi. 2, 3. — xxv. 26. — xxix. 36. — xlvi. 12. Rath iv. 
18, 22, 1 Chron. ii. 3— 16.— iii. 6, 10—17. 

St. Matthew finding foitrteen generations from Abraham to 
David inclusive, seems to have adopted an artificial mode of 
genealogy, which that circnmstance evidently suggested — a 
distribution of the generations between Abraham and Christ 
into three epochas, each containing fourteen. ■' 

To effect this, it was necessary to drop some of the super- 
numerary names : and hence, during the second epocha, 
Uzziah (or Azarias) is placed after Jehoram, Matt. i. 8. though 
he was the son of Amaziah, Jehoram's great grandson. 

In the third epocha there can be no doubt that he used the 
same liberty : for St. Luke, who reckons the genealogy from 
another branch of Datid*s honse^ makes the number of gene- 



358 APPENBICBfi. 

rations from Nathan to Christ forty-two. If from these we 
dedact seirenteen, (the actual namber from David to the cap- 
tivity, in the line of Solomon) twenty-five remain to l>e in- 
terposed between the captivity and the birth of Christ. So 
great a disproportion as foarteen to twenty-five, in the lines 
of Nathan and Solomon, is hardly credible ; and after the proof 
we have before ^s of St. Matthew's artificial calcnlation, we 
need noC hesitate to cooclnde that the number of generations 
in the third epocha have been reduced to fourteen, to make 
them correspond to the numbers of the others. This was the 
only system he could adopt : for to add generations between 
Abraham and David was inadmissible, being a deviation from 
truth ; whilst the known practice of the Hebrews, in calling 
any ancestor, however remote, the father of any of the suc- 
ceeding generations of his family, fully warranted the method 
he appears to have adopted.— See Matt. i. 1—17. Luke iii. 
2S— 38. 

Q- 

** In thai night w€a BeUhazzar, king of the CftaMeoMj'sZom."— 

Dau. V. 30. 

According to Scauger and other critics, Belshazzar is the 
Laborosoarchod of profane history, and was slain at an impious 
feast, not by foreign enemies, but by a conspiracy of his ovm 
people. By this scheme, Darius the Mede becomes the same 
as the Babylonish Nabonadius. This opinion, however, is ably 
refuted by Dean Priubaux, in his Connection, parti. I)ook2. 

But Dr. Hales, in his New Analysis of Chronology asserts, 
that on the assassination of Belshazzar, the last of Nebuchad- 
nezzar's family, the Babylonians invited Darius the Mede to 
the crown, as being the next of kin by marriage ; that he 
accordingly took the kingdonif but appointed Nabonadius, a 
nobleman of Babylon, to be viceroy ; that Darius died two 
years after, and Nabonadius rebelled against Cyras ; and that 
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fifteen years after the death of Darins, Cyrus captured Baby- 
lon. Thi9 hypothesis, however, is as objectionable as Sca- 
LiOBR^s : for it Is obvions from Dan.v. 2S. that Belshazzai^s ' 
kingdom was to be divided, which ft was not, tf it passed, by 
saccession or gift, to the king ol Media : besides in this cas6 it 
would have con tinned nrider its own laws. Contrary wise, it 
is evident that Darius took the kir^ori^ by conquest,' Ban. t. 
31. and governed it by the unchangeable laws df Media and 
Persia, vi. 8, 15. which circumstance proves also the union of 
those two monarchies at that very time. 

*' Wherefore they coifed these days Purim," — Esth, ix. 26. . 

*< The Feast of Purim, or of Lots, as the word signifies, is 
celebrated on the 14th and 15th days of the month Adar, (or 
of Ve-Adar, if it be an intercalary year.) On this occasion 
tfaa entire book of Esther is read in the synagogues of the 
modern Jews, not out of a printed copy, but from a roll which 
generally contains this book alone* All Jews, of both sexes, 
and of every age, who are able to attend, are required to 
come to this feast, and to join in the reading, for the better 
preservation oftbe memory of this important fact. When the 
roll is unfolded, the chazan or reader says, Blessed be God, 
the king of the world, who hath sanctified us by his precepts, 
and commanded us to read the megillah ! Blessed be God, who 
in those days worked miracles for our fathers ! As often as 
tbe name of Haman occurs, the whole congregation clap their 
hands, stamp^ with their feet, and exclaim, ' Let his name be 
blotted out ! May the memory of the wicked rot !' The chil- 
dren at the saitae time hiss, and strike loudly on the forms 
with little wooden hammers made for the purpose. 

When the cha<an has finished reading, the whole congre- 
gation exclahn, ^ Cursed be ' Haman f— Blessed be Mordecai! 
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— Cursed be Zereth! — Blessed be Esther !—Corsed be alt 
idolaters I— Blessed be all the Israelites 1 And blessed like- 
wise be Harbonah, at whose iastance Haman was haoged V 
Id order to heighten the general joy of this festival, Boxtorf 
relates that some Jews wore party-coloured garments, and 
young oxen's tails in their hats, and ran abont the synagogue 
exciting the congregation to laughter ! Further to ex45ite and 
increase mirth, the men and women exchange apparel ; this, 
though positively forbidden by law, they consider innocent— 
on this festive occasion. — Alms are given to the poor ; relations 
and friends send presents to each other ; and all furnish their 
table with every luxury they can command. These two days 
are the bacchanalia of the modern Jews ; who think it no sin 
to indulge themselves largely in their cups, some of them iu- 
deed to intoxication, in memory of Esther's banquet of wine ; 
at which she succeeded in defeating the sanguinary designs 
of Haman/'~Rev. T. U. Hobnes*s Introd. to Grit. Study, &c 
vol. Ui. part. 3. c. 4. 

The KanuU Jews. 

This sect, now found almost solely in the Crimea,] is said 
to have separated from the main stem, as early as the 
Return from Babylon. They derive this name from Kara^ a 
Babylonish word for scripture; because its members measure 
their rule of faith by the pure letter of the law, rejecting en- 
tirely all talmuds, traditions, rabbinical writings, and marginal 
interpolations of scripture. On this account the Babbini%ts 
hold them in detestation. 

They deem it an act of piety to copy the bible, or copious 
commentaries upon its text, once in their lives. All their MS. 
copies of the Old Testament begin with the book of Joshua; 
even the most ancient do not contain the Pentateuch, which is 
kept apart in a printed version for the use of their schools. 
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The members of thU sect are irreproachable in their con- 
dact. In the Crimea their honesty is proverbial, and their 
word is considered equal to a bond. They observe their fasts 
moHt scrapnlously, abstaining even from snuff and smoking 
for twenty-four hours together. They give great attention to 
the iostrnction of their children, who are publicly taught in 
their synagogues. — See Dr. £. B. Clarke's Travels. 



T. 



Table of the Jewish Months, 



Eccles. 


Civil 


. 




Year, 


Year, 


' 


Carres, to* 


!• Nisan, or Abib 


VII. 


Exod. xii. 2.~xiii. 4. 


March and April 


U. Jyar, or Zif 


VIII. 


. 1 Kings vl. 1. 


April and May 


in. Sivan 


IX. 


Estber viii. 0. 


Hay and June 


IV. Tbammuz 


X. 


, 


Jnne and July 


V. Ab , 


X!. 




Jaly and Aognst 


VI. Elal 


XII. 


Nebem. vi. Iff. 


August and Sep; 


VII. Tisri, or Btbanim 


I. 


I Kings viii. 2. 


Septem. and Oct. 


VIII. Marchesvan, or Bnl 


. II. 


1 Kings vi. 38. 


October and Nov. 


IX. Chislea, or Casieu 


III. 


Zee. vii. 1. Jer.xxxvL 8S, 


. Novem. and Dec. 


X.' Thebet 


IV. 


Esther ii. 16. 


Decern, and Jan. 


XI. Sebat, or Shebet 


V. 


Zecbar. i. 7. 


Jan. and Feb. 


XII. Adar 


VI. 


Esther iii. 7. 


Feb. and March 



Ve-Adar 

When an intercalary month was necessary, it was added 
after Adar, and was therefore called Ve-Adar, or the second 
Adar. 

The Jews had both a civil and an ecclesiastical year. The 

ecclesiastical year began on the first day of Nisan or Abib, 

nearly coincident with the vernal equinox, and was instituted 

to commemorate their deliverance from Egypt. The civil 

year connmenced on the first of Tisri, nearly coincident with 

the autumnal equinox, (the time when all other nations of the 

east began their year) and was referred to in all civil matters— 

as contracts, bargains, and for the calculation of jubilees and 

II 
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sabbatical years. It wa» nshered in with the Bonnd of trnm- 
petSy to give notice of its commencement ; and hence the 
festival then observed derives its name. 

The Hebrew months, originally dlsttngoished as the first, 
second, third, &c. as among the antedilavians, Oen. vii. 11. — 
viii. 4, 6. afterwards acqnired specific names, indicative of 
the phsenomenib of nature, the season of the year, or of some 
circnmstance or custom peculiar to each. Thus Abib signifies 
green corn; Ni8an,fiighiy from ih^ flight of the Israelites from 
Egypt; Zify glory, splendour; Sivan, a bramble; £i«Z« mourmMg; 
(from some circumstance in their history with which we are not 
acquainted :) Ethanim, harvests; Bvl, the fall of the leaf; ChiS' 
leu, ehiUed; Thebet, miry; Shebet, a. sceptre; tind AdaVf a mag' 
nificent covering, probably referring to the luxuriant covering 
of flowers with which the earth is then invested, in warm 
climates. The meaning of Thammuz and Ab does not appear 
to be ascertained. — See Prideaux's Connect, and Dr. Halbi's 
New Analysis of Chron. 
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266 
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71 
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461 


331 


226 


136 


66 
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623 623 


493 


388 


298 


228 


163 


1 












688 


688 


558 


453 


363 


293 


228 


66 


1 










876 


875 


745 


640 660 


480 


416 


253 


188 


1 








930 


930 


800 


695 


606 


536 


470 


308 


243 


,66 








987 




867 


752 


662 


592 


527 


366 


300 


113 








1042 




912 


807 


717 


647 


682 




355 


168 








1057 




• • ■ 


822 


732 


662 


697 




370 


183 


1 






1140 
1236 
1290 
1422 
1557 
1559 
1651 
1656 
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905 


816 


745 
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266 


84 
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840 
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775 
830 
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870 
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This table shcrws what year of the life of any preceding 
patriarch synchronized with the first year of the life of any 
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sncceeding one : how long the antedilavian patriarchs were 
cotemporary with each other : and the facility with which the 
history of the world could be transmitted to poftterity, Methu- 
selah being 243 years cotemporary with Adam, and 98 with 
Shem. The year a. m. 1656 was spent in the ark. Gen. v. 
8_S2.— TU. 6. 

The indifference of the sacred writers to the niceties of 
computation is not only evident from the round numbers in 
which the whole of the Scripture Chronology appears, but from 
occasional remarks made by the writers themselves. Thus 
according to Gen. vii. G. Noah was 600 years old at the be- 
ginning of the flood; but according to v. 11, he was in bis 
600th year. In 1 lyings ii. 11. David's reign is limited to 
forty years ; but from 2 Sam. v. 5. receives an addition of six 
months. According to 1 Kings vi. 37, 88. the building of the 
temple occupied seven years; but as it was begun In the 
month Zif, in the fourth year of Solomon's reign, and finished 
in Bui,* in the eleventh year, it occupied seven years and six 
months. When therefore it is said Gen. v. 31 ''Adam lived 
one hundred and thirty years, and begat a son/' it is ques- 
tionable whether he were entering on, or completing bis ISOth 
year. It has been generally assumed, however, tliat be had 
completed hislSOth year, in consequence of which his 131st 
synchronized with the first year of Seth. 

• See Appendix T. 
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TABLE II. 
Frm Me Vehigt to iht Dtttih •fMnis. 



A.M. 

law 

1002 
1603 
1723 
17S3 
17M 
1757 
1786 
178T 
1818 
1819 
1848 
1849 
1877 
1878 

sooe 
loie 



g2 



sioa 

SlOT* 
%144 



O 

i 

1 
li 

84 
35 
98 
62 



1 AMiaxad 
35 

l^iifoA 
30 

lEber 
34 

1 P^2tfir 

88 

IReu 
92 

80 ^ 
1 NMhor 
» 
1 TWah 

131 

141 

205... 

Year oif Prom. 



2147165 
2158^70 
SJ67 85 
2108 80 
2182100 
2280148 
2258176 
.t2r4 192 
228/205 

2296 214 

2297 215 

2298 216 

2302 220 
2314 232 
2367 285 
2420 347 
2432 350 
2471380 
2472 390 
2474 302 



1 Isuac 

37 

40 — marries 

51« 

60 » 

61 

75 

123 

151 

167 

180— dies .. 



87 

90 

100 

101 ; 

137 

140 

151» 

160 

161 

175 — dies 



f Year Of 
< SoJoDm 
(.in Egypt 



2511 



420 



2512 
2913 
2551 



430 



5 
17 
70. 
132 
135, 
174 
175 
177 

214 
215 



1 AiffOM 

11 

75— called 
76 ; 



1 Famine 
2 , 



3 



ends 



1 Aaron 
4 

4St 

44 

46 



83 

84 
85 



1 Siart^ 

65 

66 

77 ••••••. 

89 

90 

91 :, 

127 



— dies 



1 Jacob . . 

15 , 

63 

91 

107 

120 , 

129 

130 , 



131 



135 

147 — dies 



1 Moses 
40 

41inMidian 
43 



80 



I 



81 

82 

120 ^ dies 



1 Ishmael •••• 

19 •••••-•••.••• 

14 

15 

51 

54 

VOr ••••■...•••• 

74 

75 

89 

137^ dies 

1 Joseph 
17-^ sold ...... 

30 governs E^ypt 

39 

40 ........... 



41 



45 

57 

110 — dies 



1 Caleb 
38 



39 .. 

40 .. 
78 .. 



1 JSxodus 

2 

40...., 



Qett.Xi.10-^24. 



(tii.4. 
(Xi. 38. 

ZVL16. 
xvit24^ 

XXI. 5. 

xxitt. 1 
XXV. 20. 
•xt 11. 

XXV. 26. 
XXV, T. 
17. 

xxxvii. S» 28. 
xli. 46. 

xivii.#. 
xiv.- 6, ii: 

xlvii. 28. 
1.22. 



Adp vil. 28. 

( Bxod. vti. 7. 
t Acts vii. SO. 
5Exod.xfl.40. 
^Gal. iii.17. 
Josti. xiv. 7. 
I Dent 1. 3. 
I xxxhr. T. 



• shem died this year at tbe age of 600 years. 
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TABLE III. 

From the Detiih of Moms to the Foundation of the TempU. 



A.M. 

3A52 
3A58 
9506 
2509 
2006 
3007 
»M6 
-2047 
2064 
2065 
2744 
2745 
2764 
2705 
2780 
2804 
2805 
2811 
2812 
2830 
2847 
2851 

2852 



2854 
2855 
2800 

2870 

2875 
2876 
2877 



k o 

^" 

41 

47 

87 

86 

05 

06 

136 

130 

153 

154 

233 

234 

253 

264 

278 

203 

204 

300 

301 

328 

336 

340 



341 

343 
344 
358 

390 

364 
365 
360 
2878| 307 
2882 371 
372 



2883 
2886 



375 



2897 376 
2802,381 
2893 382 



2800 
2000 
2006 
2007 
2908 
2009 

2017 

2040 



368 
389 
305 
300 
307 
308 

436 

437 



0"0 

to 



1 

7 

47 

48 

55 

56 

05 

06 

113 

114 

103 

104 

213 

214 

238 

253 

254 

200 

301 



1 Joshua • . . . . 

7 

47 Joshua and Elders 

1 Cushan^rishathaim 

8 

1 OthnUl 

40 

1 Eglon 

18 

\Ehud 

80 

iJabin 



70 

i05 



N.B. Sbamgar lives cUirini; this period. 
Deborah and Barak ..., •••.••. 



20 

1 

25 

40 

1 The Midianites 

7 

1 Gideon 

28 

200 30 

300 40 



1 Ammonites 1 Abim. 



3. 

4. 

18. 



1 PhUistines 



0. 

7, 

8. 

0. 
13. 
14. 



17 Ark taken 



18 

23 
24 
30 



1 restore'^. 
remain« 
7 io Kirjath 
UJearim. 



1 Jephthah 



1 Ibzan . . 

2 

3 

7 

1 Elan .... 



3 

1 Tola 
15 



1 Hem. 



13 



10 



2087' 470 
2988.' 477 
2001 480 



31 14 
37!20 

J8| ., 
30| . 
40 ., 



5 

10 

1 Abdon 

7 

8 



1 David . . 

40 

1 Solomon 

4 foon<is the Temple 



*l • • • • • 

22 

1 Jair 
, 



9 

10 
15 
16 
22 



14. 

10. 
17. 
31. 

32. 



•99 ••«••• 

:» 

SJ • • • • • 

40 

*vll • * « • • • 

45 



Ckil€> 



48. 
40. 



1 

10 
17 
23 
24 
51 
59 
03 

04 

00 
07 
SI 

62 

87 
86 
89 
90 
94 
95 

06 



54 
55. 



01 
62 
08. 



69 
70. 



» 

M 
•O 
9 

8 

a 

8 

1 

5 



6 



23 

24 

20 
30 
31 
32 
36 
37 
40 



Jo*li.siv.lo. 
Jiuif.UI.8. 

ULt— 11. 

ill. 12, 14. 

iii. 15,30. 

iv.2,3. 
▼. 8-^. 
W. 18, 28. 

▼.31. 



vl. 

▼ii. 10-23. 



\ 



1 Saul 
2 



40. 



Vlii. 
is. OL 
IL 4,20L 

ix.23,M. 

X. I. 

X. 7,8. 
)X. 7,17, 18. 
[ xi. 4, 5. 

xil. 7. 

xii.g. 

X. 3. 
xiL 11. 



1 Sam. iv. 11, 
15,18. 
vLl. 

Judc. xiL 13. 



1 Sam. vll. 2. 

X. 24. 

xiiL xiT. 
(xxxL Ow 
(Acts XiiL 21. 

U. 11. 

vL 1> 
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The key to the Scriptwal epocha of the Judges U to be found 
in the speech of Jephthah to the king of Ammon, Judg. xi.26. 
from which it appears that the Israelites, previous to the 
Anmionitish invasion, had enjoyed peaceable possession of tlie 
lands of the Anioritish kings, Og and Bashan, 300 years. 
The era of this invasion divides the whole epocha Into two 
parts ; and thence we reckon backwards to Moses, and 
forward to the building of the temple. In the foregoing table 
the full periods of oppression and rest are, in every case, allowed, 
agreeably to the plain, untortured meaning of the sacred wri- 
ters ; and the harnfonious resolution of the aggregated details 
into the two grand periods defined in the record, may be 
considered as the proof of its correctness. 

On, the inspection of this table it will appear, that the ag- 
gregate of the years of oppression and restj calculated from the 
death of Gideon to the commencement of the tyranny of 
Cushan, is 253 years; which amount leaves, consequently, 
47 years for the duration of the government of Joshua and 
the elders. 

That as the rest of*' forty years in the days of Gideon*' ne- 
cessarUy ended at his death, the Ammonitish invasion, which 
began the next tyranny on record, was the circumstance that 
brought it to a close. 

That the usurpation of Abimelech immediately followed the 
death of Gideon. 

That two judges — ^Tola and J air, followed Abimelech in 
direct succession : the duration of whose government extended 
to the 348th year from the conquest of Gllead. 

That Jephthah was chosen to be head over the Gileadites 
within 318 years of that conquest, and after the Ammonites 
had oppressed them 18 years: and that his administration, 
with that of his successors, Ibzan, Elon, aod Abdon, consist- 
ing of 31 years, extended to the^349th year after the conquest 
of Oilead. Consequently, the successors of Abimelech, on the 
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weitt of Jordan, were cotemporary with Jephthah and hit 
snccessors in Oitead. 

lliat after the Ammonites had oppressed Gilead 18 years, 
the Philistines fell upon Western Isi'ad, and began tiielr 
tyranny of forty years' conttnaance, dnting which peliod Eli, 
the high priest, officiated as jadge, and Sainson begtm to delirer 
Israel. 

That during this oppression the Philistines defeated the 
attempt of the Israelites to cast off the yoke, and captured 
the ark (which after seven months they sent back) ; and that 
Eli died In the 98ch year of his age, having judged Israel 
40 years. 

That the ark abode twenty years in Kiijath-jearim. 

That the oppression of the Philistines lasted until the 2iid 
year of the reign of Sanl : until which time the Phillstinet 
had garrisons in Israel, afad had Hebrews in their armies. 
Consequently, as this servitude reaches from tiie 18th year 
of the Ammonitish invasion of Gilead to the 2nd year of King 
Saul, the aggression of the Philistines mentioned cursorily. 
Judges X. 7. is the same as that noticed xiii. 1. where the 
sacred writer resumes the narrative he had before dropt, lor 
the purpose of relating the circumstances of the Ammonitiah 
war, and some incidental matters concerning the GileaditUh 
succession. 

From 1 Sam. WL some have eondadcd that the twrenly yeart* Mdoani of 
the ark In Kirjatb-Jearim measares the period of another aenritnde to 
the Philistines, from which the Lord delivered them bjr Samnel. This 
deliverance, however, was onljr partial, probably a short respite tp the 
tribes in the vicinity of the PhlUstiaea. For tlioagh " the haad of the 
Lord was against the Philistines all the days of Samnel;" it is obvions 
from I Sam. is. lfi|. that daring the remainder of Ms goremment, be' 
fore he had even seen Saul, the oppression of the Phllistinea made the 
Israelites cry onto God; which would not have been the case had the 
deliverance been complete. Tbe Philistines, as before noticed, had, at 
Saul's accession, possession of the garrisons ; and even the ruks of their 
armies were recruited by Hebrews. 
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The precise time wheo Samael entered on the office of a Judge is not 
stated ; but no doubt it was on the death of Elii which immediately 
followed that of bis sons. At the election of Saul to be liing, Samuel 
was*' old and grey beaded/' 1 Sam. xii. 2. therefore if we suppose him 
to have been stventp at the atmost» he must have been bom in the flfty- 
flrst year of Eli's age, eight years before that priest began to act as 
a Judge. 

This epocha embraces, according to the Scriptures, 479 
years. Josephus, however, assigns 621 years ; and Dr. 
Hales, who adopts his compatation, adduces io support of 
this estimate, the testimony' of St. Paul, who interposes 450 
years between the conquest of Canaan and tlie adminstration 
Josephus's Chronolog, of Samuel, Act)* xiii. 20. This 
of this period, passage, however, rather em- 

barrasses the Hebrew Chrono- 
— 40 logy, than substantiates that of 
Josephus ;* whose computation 
of the periods t)f this epocha 
differs from the Hebrew calcu* 
lation, not merely in the aggre* 
gate, but in the details. It is 
enough, however, for the pre- 
sent purpose, to examine two 
of the capital dates, either of 
which demonstrates the su- 
periority of the Hebrew Chro- 
nology to that of the Jewish 
historian — the accession of 
Jephthah to the dignity of a 
judge, and the foundation of 
the temple. 
—363 It appears by the table in the 

• Mr. Whiston supposes that the Jews considered the aggregate of the 
years of all the oppressions and rests under the Judges, reckoned op in suc- 
cession, from Cushan to Eli inclusive, together with the 80 years of Samuel, 
as the proper measure of their theocracy: because the total is exactly 
450 years. 



Exode, Moses 


40 


Joshua 


25 


Interregnum 


18 


I. Serv. Meaop* 


8 


Othmel 


40 


II. Serv. Moah > 


•18 


Ehud. 


80 


Shamgar 


1 


III. Serv. Canaan 


20 


Deborah and Barak 


40 


IV. Serv. Midian 


7 


Gideon 


40 


Abimelech 


3 


Tola 


23 


Jair 


22 


V. Serv. Ammon 


18 



^ 
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Jephthah 
Ibztm 
EUm 
Abdon 

VI. Serv. PhUiat, 
Samson last 20 years 
Eli 40 

VII. Serv. PhUiat. 20 



T 
10 

40 



Samuel 

Saul and Samuel 

Saul 

David 

Solowum 



18 
22 



12 

40 

40 
3 



—403 margin, copied from ttie New 
6 Analyais of Dr. Hales, vol. i. 
p. lOly that Jephthah rose to 
the goveroment of Gilead 363 
years after the death of Moses. 
According to the scriptares, 
however, only 318 years had 
elapsed: because Moses con- 
quered Gilead in the last year 
of his life, Deut. ii. 14, 16—24. 
— iii. 1 — 7. the Israelites had 
held qnlet possession of it 300 
years prior to the Anmionitish 
tyranny. Judges xi. 26. and 
— 218 that oppression had lasted 18 
-— — years when Jephthah accepted 
621 the government of Gilead^ odg. 
X. 8. The fidelity of these statements is demonstrable from 
Josephus himself; for he assigns a rest of 40 years to Israel, after 
the discomfiture of Midian by Gideon, which limitation indi- 
cates that after the expiration of that period an oppressum eii« 
sued : and as the Ammonitish invasion stands next on record, 
that, and that alone, was the circumstance which terminated 
the rest nndar Gideon : otherwise the rest is extended to the 
deathof Jair,aDd embraces a period of 88 years. This, how- 
ever, is impossible; not only because the rest is expressly limited 
to 40 years, but from the apostacy of Israel ; for <' as soon at 
Gideon was dead — the children of Israel turned again— after 
Baalim, and made Baal-berith their god." Judg. viii. 33^ 
Agreeably, therefore, to the usual procedure of the divine go- 
vernment, the Lord sold them into the hands of their enemies, 
as related Judg. x. 6 — 0. See notes (*) p. 138, and (*) p. 149. 
But the most formidable departure of Josephus from the 
Hebrew Scriptures, in this epocha, is in extending its dum- 
tion to G21 years According to the Hebrew bible it contains 
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479 years ; a period, not only loog enoagli to embrace all the 
events assigned to it by the sacred penmen, but which cannot 
be extended wttbtfnt sertottsly embarrassing the chronology. 

479 For if the 40 years of Moses's gOTemment, the 

40 70 years of David's life, and the S years of Solomon's 

70 reign anterior to the foundation of the temple^ be 

3 — 113 deducted from the le^th of the whole epocha, there 

will be a residue of 366 years. This reaches from 

4 I 366 the sacking of Jericho to the birtfa of David, «nd it 

— occupied by four genertUinu ofil{f^ Salmon^ Boax^ 
91| Obed, and Jesse, (Ruth iv. 21, 22. 1 Chreii. ii. 

11, 12. Matt. i. 5.) each averaging 01^ years. This unasval 
protraction of Kfe, through so many successive generations, 
the Rev. T. Stackhovsb (Hi9t. of the Bible, book S. Chap. 
iv. diss. 4.) considers as no small obstacle to the rectification 
of the Hebrew Chronology. 

021 But in the larger compntation of Josephns, in* 

40 stead of 91^ years ibr each generation, we have 

70 the enornoas snra of 127 years : which resnlt^ con- 

3 — 113 sidering especially that the average of 14 generations 

from Abraham^ B. c. 2008, to David, b. c. 2919, in 

4 I 608 only 66 years each, is decidedly fatal to this portiou 
-— — of the Chronology of the Jewish historian; and 
127 clearly demonstrates the superior claims of the 
Chronology of the sacred writers to our regard. 

TABLE IV. 
From FoMmdidwit ef the Temple to ike CapiMty of the TemTribeo* 



A.M. 

9991 



4 loloaMm IbUMtt the Temple. 
140 



3028 



1 Rekoboam 

IT 

I AMjak.,.. 

a 

aoial tA$a ■ 



Asa,,,. 



1 Jeroboam J. 

17 ft 

18 

IS :::::::::: 



ll Nadab 



1 Kings tL I. 

2 CbroB. fx. at. 

1 Kiiifs xii. 1,2, 
f3 Chron. xiL IX 
1 Kioft XT. 1. 
9. 



>^.«*a^^t*a< 



u. 



372 



CHRONOLOGICAL TABLBB. 



TABLE W.—Contimiid, 



A.M. 
3048 
3040 
3600 
3001 
3072 
3073 

3077 
3064 38 



3065 

3087 

3088 

3104 

3103 

3106 

3109 

3112 

3113 

3110 

8117 

31X2 

3123 

3144 

3145 

31S9 

3100 

3161 

3162 

3163 

3174 

3175 

3188 

3188 

31iM» 

3200 

3214 

3215 

3236 

3237 

3238 

3247 
3248 
3249 
3250 
3251 
3352 
3267 
3368 
3270 
8271 
3377 
3378 
3280 
8282 
3283 
3286 



3 

3 

4 

15 

26 

27 

31 



Asa 



39 

41 

1 

17 

18 

19 

23 

25 

5 

8 

1 

6 

1 

22 

23 

37 

38 

39 

40 

4 

15 

16 

20 

1 

II 
1 

15 
16 
37 
38 
39 



Jehosh** 



Joram . . 



Athaliah 
Jehoash 



Atnaziah 



Interreg. 
ifzziah 



1} 



48 
48 
50 
51 
53 

1 
16 

2 

4 

5 

II 

13 

14 

16 

4 Htzek, 
7 



Jotham 
Ahaz . 



21 Jerob, 

22 

3 Batuha 
13 



I Joram 
4 



lAhaziah 



lAmaziah 

3 

3 



1, 

3, 

15, 



1 Ahaz .. 



1 Hezek, 
3 , 



34 

2£lah 

Zlmri 
5 Umri . 

13 

2Akab 
4 



21 

23 

2 Joram 

6 

8 



9 

13 , 

IJehu 



7 , 



28 , 

IJehoahaz 

15 

16 

17; 

AJehotuh 
5 

10 

2JeroblA 
15 ...... 



16 
20 

27 

41 

1 lntemg» 
32 

Zechariah n. 
Shallmm 1 m. 
I Menahem .. 



XNadab 

3 1 Baoiha 



lEiah c. 

1 Omri and Tibni 



lAhab 



1 Ahaziah 

3 1 Joram 



1 Jehoash 

3 

3 



I Jereboaat II, .. 



Pekahiah 
Pekah .. 



10 

1 
3 
1 

3 
17 
18 
20 

1 

7 

1 

3 

5 

6 

9 — Ten Tribet eunMk captive 



Interreg. 
Hosea •m* 



King* XV. 35. 
33. 

Cbron. zv. 10. 
Rincixvi. 8 

9-41. 
Ifr— 33. 
Si. 

XV. 9, 10. 
xxii. 41. 
51. 
KIngt UL 1* 

vflLlO. 
Kings xxii. 4BU 

Kings vili. 2S. 
xLl. 3. 

xiLl. 
X.30. 
xiiL 1. 
10. 
xiv. 1.%. 

XiLl. 

xiv. 98. 

17. 



xiv. 31. zv. 1. 
xiv. 38. 



XV. 8. 
10. IS. 
14. 17. 



33. 83. 

35.87. 
33.83. 
XVi.K 

XV. SO. 



xvil.l. 
xviii.1. 

9. 
19. 
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In thU epoclift the general ontline of the Chronology has 
heen adjiuted hy the sacred writers, by the concatenation of 
the reigns of the Jewish and Israelittsh kings. 

The period that elapsed between the building of the temple 
A. M. SQOly and the year in which Jerusalem was taken by 
Nebuchadnenar, a. m. S417 is 42G years. But Josephus 
Temple fd. by Solm^ S7 extends it to 441 years ; presenting 

17 an excess of 14 years or thereabouts, 
beyond the term assigned in Scrip- 
ture. Annexed is his compntation, 
as mnended by Dr. Halcb, Nmo 
AnahftU^ toI. 1. § 2. art. 4. firom 
which It Is not only obvious that his 
numbers have been obtained from 
Scripture, but that in placing them 
in succession one after the other, he 
has overlooked the deductions which 
should be made for tho^e years when 
father and son reigned conjointly: 
ibr it was a practice common to the 
Israeiitish and Jewish princes, to* 
wards the close of the reigns, to 
associate their sons with them in the 
government. Thus he reckons 8 
years for Jehoram, 29 for Amaziah, 
and 20 for Hezeklah, being certainly 
thelengths of their respective reigns : 
1 1 Ibut it is most evident, from the plain- 
-— — est testimony of Scripture, that four 
441 years of Jehoram's reign fall within 
— Jehoshaphat*s, 2 Kings viii. 16. 
tiiree of Amaziah's within that of Joash, and three of 
Hezekiah's within that of Ahaz. 

From the foregoing table it appears that the kingdom of 
the tea tribes, from its commencement under Jeroboam, 

K K 



Rehoboam 


17 


Abijah 


S 


Asa 


41 


Jehoshaphat 


2ft 


Jehoram 


8 


Ahaziah 


1 


Athaliah 





Joash 


40 


Amaziah 


29 


Interregnum 


11 


Uzziah 


52 


Jotham 


16 


Ahaz 


16 


Hesekiah 


29 


Manasseh 


05 


Amon 


2 


Jolsah 


U 






Jeholakim 


11 


Jehoiachin Sm. 




Zedekiah 


11 
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A. M. 3028, te the captivity a. m. 3286, lasted 269 years. 
Its decline may be considered as coeval with its commence- 
ment ; because idolatry, which Jeroboam made the established 
religion of the land, and to which all the Israetitish princes 
were more or less addicted, separated them from the favour 
of God. The history of the country is strikingly illnstrattve 
o^ this — presenting little more than a scene of abominable 
idolatries, tyrannies, persecutions, assassinations, and an- 
archy. During the short period of its continuance the throne 
was occupied by twenty princes of ten different families — ^a 
circumstance perhaps unparalleled either in ancient or mo- 
dem history, and affording a striking illustration of Solomon's 
remark, that for the tranegression of a land many are theprinee* 
thereof. Prov. xxviii. 2. 

Some of the difficulties in this epocha are attributable to tlie 
mistakes of tratiscribers ; thus in 2 Chron. xxii. 2. Ahaziab, 
Jehoram's youngest son, is said to have been forty-two years 
old at his accession : whereas his father was only forty years 
old at his death, xxi. 20. This error is rectified by the parallel 
history in 2 &ings viii. 26. Again in 2 Kings xv. 30, the 
writer appears to have confounded the length of the reign of 
Pekah with that of Jotham; the former reigning 20, the latter 
only 16 years.* 

Not a few, however, of the embarrassments, in which tlie 
chronology is involved, arise from the inattention of the sacred 
writers to the lesser periods of time, which are seldom noticed 
by them. Thus Hezekiafa began his reign in the third year of 
Hosea, king of Israel, but the month is not stated ; in the 
table therefore the ist year of Hezekiah and the 3rd of Hosea 
stand on one line : but it is evident that the beginning of the 
first year of Hezekiah coincided with the laJtter part of the 3rd 



* It U hardly possible that the same individiol coold have written v. 30. 
and r. 33. of 2 Kings xv. But whether it were so or not, they prove how little 
care the compilers of the Jewish annals took to adjust their Cbroaology. 
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and the beginning of the 4th [of Hoitea, because in 2 Kings 
xvili. 9, 10, the 4th and 6th years of Hesekiah are made pa- 
rallel to the 7th and 9th of Hosea. lu like manner Jehoshaphat's 
Ist year coincides Mrith the 4th and 5th of Ahab ; and the year 
that Ahaziah reigned Mrith the lith and 12th of Jehoram, 
king of Israel. 2 Kings ix. 29. 

The civil war between Omri and Tibni, 1 Kings xvi. 21, 22, 
seeiQs to have lasted abont four years [compare verses 16, 16, 
23.] ; when, on the death of Tibni, the whole land acknow- 
ledged Omri for its king. Before that event, he reigned in 
Tirzah only ; and after the death of Tibni sufficient time must 
have elapsed before the consolidation of his govemmettt> to 
enable the sacred historian to determine that period to six 
years, v. 23. When he. obtained full possession of the throne, 
he probably ordered that the years of his reign should be 
reckoned from the death of Elah. 

From 2 Kings i. 17. Jehoshaphat and Ahab, who, after their 
famUy alliance, seem to have often acted in concert, appear to 
have conferred the royal dignity on their eldest sons at the 
same time : for the 2nd year of Jehoram, king of Jodah, is 
made to coincide with Uie 1st year of the reign of Jehoram, 
king of Israel; in which case his reign began in the same year 
as Ahaziah's, the 17th of Jehoshaphat's. But whether he was 
deprived afterwards, and re-instated in the 22ud year of 
Jehoshaphat, or then received a complete investitare, or whe- 
ther Jehoshaphat ordered his reign to be dated from thence, it 
is impossible to determine; but something of this kind seems 
necessary to harmonize the narrative. 
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